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INTRODUCTION 


Tur Secret History of Procopius is a strange com- 
panion for the Histories and the Buildings by the 
same author. The story of the three wars—against 
the Persians, the Vandals and the Goths—had almost 
been completed when the author, in seeming disgust, 
decided to regale a safely removed future age with 
the back-stage gossip that had been current while 
Justinian and Theodora had been playing their im- 
perialréles, and while Belisarius had been leading the 
Roman arms from triumph to triumph. Obviously 
this could not be done openly, for Procopius, with all 
his bitterness, had not by any means reached a state 
of reckless despair, and he was willing, or perhaps 
even eager, to continue to write in the flattering tone 
which the circumstances demanded, while he kept 
hidden away for posterity the record of mischievous 
and hateful and sordid gossip which must have been 
current during his lifetime. His avowed purpose 
in writing this book, which he appropriately called 
Unpublished (Notes), was to tell the whole unvarnished 
truth which he had not deemed wise to set down in 
the seven books of the Hastorzes; these had already 
been published and broadcast throughout the 
Empire.| He had indeed given hints that the 


1 Book VIII. i. 1. 
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administration of Justinian had not been that of the 
Perfect Prince.1 Andit would seem from the opening 
words of the Secret History that he commenced the 
writing as a continuation of the Histories, In any 
case the opening sentences do not form a proper 
introduction to what follows; and strangely, these 
sentences reappear, with slight alterations, as the 
introduction of the Eighth Book of the Histories. 
This fact, in itself, is evidence of the necessarily 
furtive process of the composition of the Secret 
History, a clumsy defect which the usually careful 
author did not take occasion to correct.* 

The work does promise to provide a supplement to 
the Books already published, but this avowed purpose 
is soon forgotten. It is rather a deliberate attempt 
to discredit the imperial pair and their leading General 
and to shew them as essentially both greedy and 
base—so base, indeed, that they seemed to Procopius 
nothing less than devils incarnate. The interest of 
Procopius has shifted suddenly from events to persons, 
and his one purpose comes to be to impugn the 


1 Book VII. xii. 2-10, xxxv. 1], xxxvi. 4-6. 

7 The Secret History was not published with Procopius’ 
other works, and was first mentioned by Suidas in the 
tenth century : 

eypaws kal érepoy BiBAlov, rd eadrodmeva “Aveéxdora, Tay ab’ray 
mpatewy. ws elvat duérepa Bi8rta 0’. ‘‘He also wrote another 
book, which goes under the name of Unpublished Notes, so that 
the two works together make nine Books.” 

OTt Td BiBAlov Tlsoxomlou rd kadovmevoyv "AvéxdoTa Wéyous ral 
kwugdlay lovetividvov Bactréws mepiéxor Kal THs adrov yuvaiKds 
Oeodmpas, GAAG why ral aitod Berrcaplouv nal THs yaueTis avrod. 
‘* Note that the book of Procopius which goes by the title of 
Unpublished Notes contains criticism and ridicule of the 
Emperor Justinian and of his wife Theodora, and indeed even 
of Belisarius and his wife.” 
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motives of Justinian and of the able Belisarius. and to 
cover with vilest slander the Empress Theodora and 
Antonina, the wife of Belisarius. This, obviously, is 
the central theme of the Secret History, and the 
author concentrates all his effort on the attempt to 
demonstrate the utter depravity of Justinian and of 
Theodora, the futility of Belisarius, and the shame- 
lessness of Antonina. 

The method of attack is the simple one of recounting 
anecdotes, and it is this plan which has caused the 
title of Chroniques Scandaleuses to be applied to this 
book so often. Antonina is the first target for attack 
and her humble origin is recounted and her dis- 
graceful relations with her adopted son Theodosius 
are set forth with unblushing frankness. In this 
affair Belisarius cuts a sorry figure, as he does in the 
following tirade against his conduct in the field. 
He is accused of being weak and mercenary in his 
conduct of operations against hostile armies, being 
under the dominance of the demoniac spell cast over 
him by his energetic spouse. 

The procedure is similar with the imperial pair. 
Theodora is first defamed by the vilest slanders 
touching her private life before her marriage to 
Justinian and their elevation to the throne. The 
unedifying picture omits no detail of depravity which 
can be imagined as possible for the most shameless 
of women, and the author succeeds only in dis- 
crediting his own testimony, which he seems to 
offer in full confidence, but which falls to the ground 
through the weight of its own extravagance. 

The next step is the attack on Justinian, and here, 
as in the case of Belisarius, no scandal touching his 
private life is brought forward (a plain indication 
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that none existed), but much is said about alleged 
maladministration, squandering of state funds, and 
wasting of time on “‘senseless’”’ disputes of the 
Christians. All the evidence, for Procopius, leads to 
the conclusion that Justinian was not merely in- 
fluenced by evil demons, but actually was the Lord 
of Demons incarnate, allowed for a season to harass 
the human race. The charges against Justinian are, 
for the most part, futile, and arose from misguided 
zeal and a complete failure to understand the rapidly 
developing factors which already were transforming 
the narrow sectionalism of the ancient world into the 
confused pattern of mediaevalism, as a preparation 
for the realignment and widened horizons of the 
modern world. This change could not easily be 
understood or approved by the cautious historian 
who found his ideal in the compact polities of ancient 
Greece or the early stages of the Roman Empire, 
rather than in the sprawling and heterogeneous 
«Roman Empire’ of his day, with its welter of 
nationalities and with its crumbling frontiers. 

We thus have in the Secret History the record of a 
reactionary who could not appreciate at their true 
value the developments of his own age nor even 
guess whither the world was tending—one who 
sensed clearly only the crumbling of the older order. 
The record is valuable as sincere testimony, even 
though it is sadly miscoloured; if one should be 
able to strike an average between this and the ob- 
viously insincere and fulsome flattery in which the 
Histories occasionally, and the later Buildings con- 
stantly, indulge, he might arrive at a fair estimate of 
one of the most noteworthy reigns of the long period 
stretching from Constantine the Great (323 a.p.) 
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to the heroic death of Constantine XIII Palaeologus 
in 1453 at the gate of Constantinople. 

The points of contact with the Hestortes are much 
fewer than the Introduction would lead us to expect, 
though there are some twenty direct references to 
the earlier Books and to the later Buildings. Two 
examples may be cited to illustrate the hostile 
tendency of the Secret History. The marriage of 
Germanus’ daughter to John is mentioned in the 
Historzes + without comment, though it is implied that 
this may have prevented John from accomplishing 
the purpose of the mission on which he had been 
sent by Belisarius. In the Secret History, on the 
other hand, this marriage is described ?,as the last 
desperate resort of Germanus to save his daughter 
Justina—she was already eighteen years of age— 
from the social disgrace involved in failure to marry. 
Similarly the account of the death of Amalasuntha 
is given in the Histories 3 as the act of Theodatus, who 
simply wished to get her out of the way in order to 
smooth the path for his own succession to the king- 
ship of the Goths. In the version of the Secret 
History * she was put to death by Theodatus, to be 
sure, but at the instigation of Peter, an ambassador 
from Byzantium, and by direction of none less than 
Theodora herself. 

Mention may also be made of an incident which is 
recorded both in the Secret History and in the Buildings 
—the establishment of a home on the Bosporus for 
fallen women.> In the first case the establishment 
of this home is described as a tyrannical, and futile, 


2 Book VII. xii. 11, 2 Chap. v. 8-10. 
3 Book V. iv. 4 ff. * Chap. xvi. 1 ff. 
5 Chap. xvii. 5, 6 and Buzldings I. ix. 2. 
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act of Theodora, while in the Buildings it is praised 
as the wise act of a sovereign mindful only of the 
welfare of her subjects. 

Other specific examples might be adduced to 
illustrate the fact, which is at once obvious to the 
reader of the Secret History, that the tone of this book 
is completely at variance with that of the Histories 
and the Buildings—a fact which has led many to the 
conclusion that we have before us the work of another 
hand. The debate has been carried on with energy 
and enthusiasm and a list of notable defenders of 
either thesis might be adduced. 

The chief arguments supporting the thesis that 
the Secret History was written by Procopius of 
Caesarea and which must be regarded as reasonably 
conclusive may be summarized thus. 

1. The date of writing is plainly given four times in 
the text as the thirty-second year of Justinian.! 
One would expect these years to be counted from Jus- 
tinian’s accession, 527; yet his administration really 
included Justinus’ reign, 518-527, whence Haury,? 
probably rightly, concluded that the Secret History 
was written in 550. Comparettireckons from 527. 

2. There are frequent references to the Histories, 
whose authorship is amply established.® 

3. There are no direct contradictions in statements 
of fact as between the Secret History and the signed 
works of Procopius. The discrepancies which un- 
doubtedly exist must be explained by the circum- 
stances in which the work was written and by the 
author's changed purpose in writing it. 

4, The language and style are demonstrably those 


1 Chap. xviii. 33, xxiii. 1, xxiv. 29, 33. 
2 Procopiana, 1890. 3 See footnotes. 
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of Procopius and the general outlook is truly Proco- 
pian, as has been ably demonstrated by Felix Dahn,! 
and we need add only the observation that the use 
of the accentual rhythm, or cursus, which was the 
literary mode of the day, plainly supports the view 
that Procopius himself did write the Secret History. 
The rhythm is not only present, but it also corresponds 
in detail, though not as closely as a sly imitator could 
have made it, to that of the works whose authorship 
cannot be doubted.? 

Apart from the question of the authorship of the 
Secret History, the question of the veracity of its 
statements is one which may be tested, to a certain 
extent, by the statements of other writers. At the 
outset it must be granted that the book is often 
characterized by malicious exaggeration, as well as 
by deliberate misrepresentation and falsehood, as, 
notably, in the account of the youth of Theodora. 
The misrepresentation consists usually in attributing 
to Justinian the institution of abuses which had been 
practised by his predecessors. 

Yet granting that Procopius was often unfair in his 
presentation, it has been shewn, as by Haury in the 
Prolegomena, pages xxiii-xxxi, of his edition of the 
Secret History (Teubner, 1906), that Procopius often 
has the support of the testimony of other writers of 
his time. Two writers may be quoted here in support 
both of Procopius’ general thesis and of specific 
statements made by him. 

Evagrius, a younger contemporary of Procopius 
and of Justinian (c. 536-594), in his Ecclestastical 
History, IV. 32, writes as follows : 

1 Procoptus von Casarea, Berlin 1865. 


2 Ci. Dewing: The Accentual Rhythm, Proceedings of the 
Conn. Academy 1909. 
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‘There was also another quality latent in the 
character of Justinian, a depravity which 
exceeded any bestiality which can be imagined ; 
and whether this was a defect of his natural 
character, or whether it was the outgrowth of 
cowardice and fear, I am unable to say, but in 
any case it manifested itself as a result of the 
popular Nika Insurrection. For he seemed to 
be absolutely devoted to one of the two Factions, 
the Blues namely, and to such a degree that 
these actually used to murder their opponents 
in cold blood in broad daylight and in the middle 
of the city, and not only did they suffer no 
penalty, but they actually were counted worthy 
of prizes of honour. And they were permitted 
even to enter houses and to gather as plunder 
the valuables therein and to force the inhabitants 
to pay for their own lives. And if any of the 
magistrates tried to stop them, he thereby 
endangered his own life. Thus, for instance, 
a certain man administering the government of 
the East, because he disciplined with stripes 
some of the unruly element, was himself flogged 
in the very middle of the city and roughly 
handled. And Callinicus, the Governor of 
Cilicia, because he inflicted the punishment of 
the law upon two Cilician murderers, Pautus 
and Faustinus, who had assaulted him and made 
an attempt upon his life, was impaled, thus 
paying the penalty for his correct judgment and 
his support of the laws.t Consequently the 
members of the opposite Faction went off into 
exile, and being received by no one at all, but 

1 Cf. Secret History, xvii. 2, 3. 
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being driven away from every place like polluted 
creatures, they proceeded to waylay travellers, 
both robbing and murdering them, so that 
every place was full of violent deaths and 
highway robbery and the other sorts of crime. 
Occasionally too he! went over to the opposite 
side and began to destroy them,? allowing the 
laws which he had abandoned to run riot through 
the cities like barbarians. And to tell of all 
these matters in detail, neither words nor time 
would suffice; yet these examples are sufficient 
to furnish evidence for all the rest.” 


These general accusations are amply corroborated 
by the historian Agathias (530-582), Bonn edition, 
252. 2-255. 1: 284. 13-285. 20; 305. 13-306. 9. 

In the case of John the Cappadocian, who is repre- 
sented by Procopius? as an utter scoundrel, John 
Lydus (490-565), Bonn edition, 250. 13 ff., says the 


following : 


“The wicked Cappadocian, upon acquiring 
power, became the instrument of public calam- 
ities; for first of all, he used to keep fetters and 
shackles and stocks and irons on exhibition 
inside the praetorian chambers, providing a 
private prison in the dark for the punishment of 
those who served under his orders, like an 
inhuman Phalaris, and exercising his great 
power through the instrumentality of his slaves 
alone; and there he confined his victims who were 
being put under pressure, exempting no man 
from any sort of torture whatsoever, and putting 
on the rack without investigation those who were 


1 Justinian. 2 The Blues. 8 See Indexes. 
XV 
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denounced simply as being in possession of 
money, and releasing them either naked or 
dead. And the whole population can bear 
witness to these things, but I know the facts 
through having seen them with my own eyes 
and through having been present while they 
were being enacted. And I shall give an ex- 
ample. A certain Antiochus, a man of advanced 
years, was reported to him as being in possession 
of a certain amount of gold. So he arrested 
him and strung him up by the hands with stout 
ropes until the old man, with dislocated shoulders, 
was freed from the bonds a corpse. This out- 
rage I actually witnessed myself; for I was an 
acquaintance of Antiochus. 

“Now this act of the Cappadocian was the 
mildest of all the things he did. And would 
that 2 he had been alone in his tireless quest for 
unholy deeds. But in fact, just as Briareus of 
the legend is said by the poets to have had 
countless hands, just so that avenging demon 
had an indefinite number of coadjutors in his 
evil deeds and so carried on his operations not 
only at the Imperial Palace, but he dispatched 
men like himself to every place and to every 
district, drawing up like a suction-pump the last 
obol which thus far had lain hidden away in 
each corner.” 


There follows a specific example of the rapacity of 
John’s agents, and then he continues (p. 255. 19): 


“ And would that this man were the only one 
of the kind and that he had chanced to devour 


1 Reading ef@e. 
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only that one province; and would that it were 
not true that in every single city and district 
others like this man and even worse than he 
went about sucking up the last hidden obol 
wherever it lay, trailing after them an army of 
devouring demons and whole swarms of Cappa- 
docians.”’ 


Evagrius, V. 8, thus characterizes a certain 
Aetherius, one of Justinian’s ministers. ‘‘ Aetherius, 
who resorted to every degree of sycophancy, plunder- 
ing the properties of the living and of the dead 
in the name of the Imperial Household, of which 
he was in charge under Justinian... .” 

In regard to the monkhood of Photius,! the matter 
is stated thus in the Syriac text of John of Ephesus, 
p. 31: “ This Photius, who had come to the capital 
from Palestine, was the son of Belisarius’ wife 
Antonina. And when he was in the army and had 
gone off to war with Belisarius, for some reason or 
other he went off, had his hair cut of and assumed the 
garb of a monk. Yet he could not be reconciled 
to the monks’ way of living and he wore the garb 
only for the name. After a short time, however, 
since he could not tame his wild nature by means of 
religion, he hurried away to the Emperor. So this 
man, though to all appearances clothed in the cloak 
of a monk, was sent to the province of Syria because 
of a revolt of the Samaritans. And since he wished 
to make himself pleasing to men, but to cause pain 
to God his Creator and sought for dishonourable 
gain by (various) pretexts, he devoted himself to 
plunder, robbery and extortion for the destruction 


1 Cf. Chap. xxiii. 19. 
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and ruin of the people, as if by barbarian robbers, 
in all the provinces of the East, the larger as well as 
the smaller, so that even the Bishops and the clerics 
of all the cities fled before him. But he seized upon 
every man, whoever he might be, whether in the 
city or in the country, if he discovered that he 
possessed bread for a single day, and such persons 
he plundered, he imprisoned, hung them up and 
tortured them. He demanded from them the sum 
of one gold pound for his portion, whether the 
individual in question possessed it or not; indeed 
he followed this procedure even if the poor victim 
would have been obliged to sell himself, his children, 
his house and his property—even in such cases it 
would have been impossible to alter one word he had 
uttered. For he always took his portion, and said, 
‘Give many pounds; the Emperor needs money for 
his wars.’ In such fashion he gathered in the talents 
and sent them forward, to the end that he might 
retain the authorization to do whatever he wished. 

“*Give many pounds of gold,’ Photius kept 
shouting, he who lived in the time of Justinian and 
of Justinus ; “ the Emperor needs money for carrying 
on war’; and all magistrates of Justinian kept 
making the same demand from the Roman citizens, 
a matter which Procopius in the Secret History makes 
a particular ground of complaint. Obviously, 
since Justinian carried on many more wars than 
other Emperors, it is entirely natural that he needed 
more money. In order to be able to prosecute a war 
against the Vandals, he purchased peace from the 
Persians for eleven thousand pounds.” } 


1 Ci. Persian Wars, I. xxii. 3, where the amount is stated 
as 110 ‘‘ centenaries.” 
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On the subject of Theodora’s offspring, both 
Greek and Latin authors are silent except Procopius, 
who makes mention! of her grandson Anastasius. 
This notice is corroborated by the Syriac Historia 
Eccles. of John of Ephesus (German transl., p. 55): 
‘‘ The blessed John, who was sprung from the family 
of the Emperor Anastasius and also was a son of the 
Empress Theodora’s daughter.”” And on p. 196 of 
the same work there is mention of “ Athanasius, 
son of the Empress Theodora’s daughter.” Also, 
in a German rendering of John of Ephesus, p. 269, 
Schoenfelder notes: “ Athanasius appears in Bar- 
Hebraeus as an intermediary between Ascosnagh 
and Philoponus: he says: ‘At that time the 
Empress Theodora had a grandson, by name 
Athanasius... .’”’ Cf. also Mich. Syr., p. 197: 
‘ Athanasius, grandson of the Empress Theodora.”’ 

On the matter of the close co-operation of 
Justinian and Theodora in the administration of 
the government? the words of Justinian himself 
should be noted; Novella VIII. Cap. I: “ After 
considering all these matters alone and then after 
taking as partner in the deliberation my most pious 
consort who has been given me by God... .” 

Theodora’s method of handling recalcitrant 
subjects is well illustrated by a passage from the 
Vita Silver.8 “ Now the Empress, grieving for the 
Patriarch Anthemus, because he had been deposed 
by the most holy Pope Agapitus, on the ground that 
he had found him a heretic and in his place had 
appointed Menas, servant of God, then the Emperor, 
after conferring with the deacon Vigilius, sent his 


1 Chap. iv. 37. 2 Cf. Chap. x. 13, 14, etc. 
® Gesta Pont. Rom. I. 146 (ed. Mommsen). 
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letter to Pope Silverius at Rome begging and entreat- 
ing him: ‘ Make no delay in coming to us or without 
fail recall Anthemus to his own place.’ And when 
the Blessed Silverius had read this, he groaned and 
said : ‘ I know very well that this affair has brought 
an end to my life.’ But the most blessed Silverius, 
feeling confidence in God and in the blessed apostle 
Peter, replied by letter to the Empress: ‘ Mistress 
Augusta, J shall never consent to do such a thing 
as to reinstate a man who is a heretic and who has 
been condemned in his own wickedness.’ 

‘““Then the Empress in a fury sent orders to the 
patrician Belisarius by the deacon Vigilius with 
these instructions: ‘Seek out some grounds of 
complaint against the Pope Silverius and remove 
him from the office of bishop or at least send him 
quickly to us. You have there the archdeacon 
Vigilius, our most beloved deputy, who has promised 
us to recall the patriarch Anthemus.’ And then the 
patrician Belisarius undertook the commission, 
saying: “I shallindeed carry out the instruction; but 
that man who has an interest in the murder of Silver- 
ius must himself render an account of his deeds to 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ And under urgent orders, 
certain false witnesses issued forth and actually 
made the statement that they had discovered the 
Pope Silverius sending messages to the King of the 
Goths. Upon hearing this the patrician Belisarius 
refused belief; for he knew that these reports were 
being circulated through envy. But since many 
persisted in this same accusation, he became afraid. 

“Then he caused the blessed Pope Silverius to 
come to him in the Pincian Palace and he stationed 
all the clergy at the first and the second entrance. 
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And when Silverius and Vigilius had come alone 
into the salon, the patrician Antonina was reclining 
on a couch and the patrician Belisarius was sitting 
at her feet. And as soon as the patrician Antonina 
saw him, she said to him: ‘ Tell me, Master Silverius, 
Pope, what have we done to you and the Romans 
that you wish to betray us into the hands of the 
Goths?’ And even while she was still speaking these 
words, there entered John, the regional sub-deacon 
of the first ward, lifted his collar from his neck and 
led him into a chamber; there he unfrocked him, 
put on him monk’s garb and spirited him away. 
Then Xystus ... came out and announced to the 
clergy that ‘ Our Lord, the Pope, has been deposed 
and has been made a monk.’ And Vigilius took 
him in charge, under his personal protection, as it 
were, and he sent him into exile in Pontus and sus- 
tained him with the bread of tribulation and the water 
of necessity. And he weakened and died and he 
became a confessor.’’ This grim story explains the 
sinister reference of Procopius in Chap. i. 14 and 27. 


The Secret History has been translated into modern 
languages by several hands, sometimes anonymously 
and with the manifest purpose of exploiting the 
salacious tone of some of its passages. The only 
serious attempts to render the work in a scholarly 
manner in recent times are those of the Athenian 
Society, Athens, 1896 (anonymous) and of Domenico 
Comparetti, contained in his posthumous edition. 


The following editions are of importance: 
1623. Alemannus, Procopiz Caesartensis, V. I., Arcana 
Historia, qui est liber nonus Historiarum (Editio 


princeps). 
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1838. Dindorf, in Corpus Scriptorum Historiae By- 


gantinae. 

1899. Krageninnikov, Procopi Caesariensis Anecdota 
quae dicuntur. 

1906. Haury, Procop Caesariensis Opera Omnia, 
Vol. III. 

1928. Comparetti, Le Inedite, Libro Nono delle Istorie, 
dt Procopio di Caesarea; edizione postuma da 
Domenico Bassi. 


The Latin translation of Alemannus, which ap- 
peared in the (slightly expurgated) edition of 1623, 
was repeated with little change by Dindorf. The 
Comparetti edition contains, as noted, a new Italian 
translation. 


The map of Constantinople is taken, with due 
acknowledgement, from Van Millingen, Byzantine 
Constantinople; that of the Eastern Empire from the 
Cambridge Mediaeval History. 


The portraits of Justinian and of Theodora were 
supplied, through the courtesy of Professor C. R. 
Morey, from the Index of Christian Art maintained 
by Princeton University. 
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THE ANECDOTA or SECRET HISTORY 


i. Att that has befallen the Roman Nation in its 
wars up to the present day has been narrated by me,} 
as far as it proved possible, on the plan of arranging 
all the accounts of its activities in accordance with 
their proper time and place. Henceforth, however, 
this plan of composition will be followed by me no 
longer, for here shall be set down everything that 
came to pass in every part of the Roman Empire. The 
reason for this is that it was not possible, as long as 
the actors were still alive, for these things to be re- 
corded in the way they should have been. For neither 
was it possible to elude the vigilance of multitudes of 
spies, nor, if detected, to escape a most cruel death. 
Indeed, I was unable to feel confidence even in the 
most intimate of my kinsmen. Nay, more, in the 
case of many of the events described in the previous 
narrative I] was compelled to conceal the causes which 
led up to them. It will therefore be necessary for 
me in this book to disclose, not only those things which 
have hitherto remained undivulged, but also the 
causes of those occurrences which have already been 
described. 

As I turn, however, to a new endeavour which is 


1 Books I.—VII. of the “‘ Histories” had been published 
already ; see Introduction, p. vil. 
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Tiva Kal Sewas duayov Tov ‘lovetiviave te Kal 
Ocodwpa BeSiwopévwv BawBaivew te Kal dva- 
movie él mAetotov éxeivo dsaprOmovpévo 
EvxuBaiver, OTe Oy pot TadTa év TO TaportTs 
yeypayberat Ta prjTe TioTa pnTe eiKoTa davn- 
gopeva tots omicGev yevnoopévois, AAAWS TE 
omnvixa él péya pevoas 0 Xpovos wandaLoTépav 
THY aKony amepyaberar, déd0tKa pn Kal pvOo- 
Aoylas arroicopar doEay Kav Tols TpaywbodibacKd- 
hows TeTaEouar. éxeiv@ pévTot TO Gappeivy éywv 
OUK aTrovEelthidow TOV OyKOY TOD Epyou, WS [LOL 
ovK amapTUpntos 6 Royos éoTiv. of yap vov 
avopwro. Sannovéctator waptupes Tov mpdkewy 
dvTes akloxpew Tapatourrol és Tov érerta Ypovory 
THS UTEP AVT@V TioTEwWS ETOVTAL, 

Kairot we cal ddXo te és Novou Tovde OpyavTa 
TONNGKIS él TrELTTOY avEYalTioe ‘Yypovor. 
édo€alov yap tots és TO éreta yevnoopévols 
akvpdopov érecOar rodto ye, érel ThY Epywv Ta 
TovnpoTata partota Evvolce. ayvwocta ypovw 
TO voTépw Elvar, 1) Tois TUpavvolts és aKoNV 
Hxovta CnrwTa yiverOar. Tav yap KpatovvTwY 
ae Tols MArEiaTOLS EVTrOpOS Ud apabias % és 
TOY TPOYEYEVNMEVOV TA KAKA Missnols, Kal TPOS 
Ta Hpaptnuéva toils Ttadasorépors pdov te Kal 
atovetepov és del TpéwovTat. add we KoTEpov 
és Tavde THY Epywyv THY laToplay TOTO HvEyKeD, 





1 For contemporary evidence, see Introduction, pp. xiii. ff. 


4 


ANECDOTA i. 4-8 


fraught with difficulty and is in fact extraordinarily 
hard to cope with, being concerned, as it is, with the 
lives lived by Justinian and Theodora, I find myself 
stammering and shrinking as far from it as possible, 
as I weigh the chances that such things are now to be 
written by me as will seem neither credible nor 
probable to men of a later generation; and especially 
when the mighty stream of time renders the story 
somewhat ancient, I fear lest I shall earn the reputa- 
tion of being even a narrator of myths and shall be 
ranked among the tragic poets. But I shall not 
flinch from the immensity of my task, basing my 
confidence on the fact that my account will not 
be without the support of witnesses. For the men 
of the present day, being witnesses possessing full 
knowledge of the events in question, will be compe- 
tent guarantors to pass on to future ages their 
belief in my good faith in dealing with the facts.+ 
And yet there was still another consideration which 
very often, when I was eager to undertake my 
narrative, held me back for a very long time. For 
I conceived the opinion that for men of future 
generations such a record as this would be in- 
expedient, since it will be most advantageous that the 
blackest deeds shall if possible be unknown to later 
times, rather than that, coming to the ears of sove- 
reigns, they should be imitated by them. For in 
the case of the majority of men in power their very 
inexperience always causes the imitation of the base 
actions of their predecessors to be easy, and they ever 
turn with greater ease and facility to the faults 
committed by the rulers of an earlier time. But 
afterwards I was brought to write my history of 
these events by the thought that it will assuredly 


s) 
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ore 67 Tols és TO EMELTOL TUpavyya ovety evdnrov 
EcTat WS pddiora yey Kal THY Tlow avTous Tov 
dpapTavomeveor mepteh Beiv ovK aTretKos ein, OTrEp 
aut Tota be Tobs avOparrots EvvnvéxOn jwabety' 
émerta S€ Kal dvaypatTo. avT@yv at mpdEes Kal 
ol TpoTrot és del égovTal, ar aurod Te lows 
OKUNPOTEPOV Tapavouncovar. Tis yap ay Tov 
Leurpa mSos GKONATTOV Biov 4 ArH Lapoavamddov 
kal Népwvos paviay tov émiyevouevar avo paTrav 
éyvw, eb un TOIS TOTE yeypadoot Ta pynueia TADTA 
ENEAELT TO | dros Te Kal Tois Ta Gpora TeLoO- 
HEVOLS, av ovTw TUNOL, T™ pos TOV Tupdvyey OvK 
aKepons airy TAVTaT AG LY ) akon otal. Tapa- 
pvbcicbar yap ot dvaTuyoorTeEs eiw@facs TH py 
poovors opion Ta OElva Eupmeceiv. did Tow TavTa 
Tpora pev boa Bericapio poxOnpa elpyacTat 
epav Epyouas voTepov be Kal doa lovetimave 
Kal Oeodwpa pwovEnpa elpryacrat eye onharw. 
"Hy 7rd Berroapiw yur”; ns 07 év TOUS ep poo- 
Gev Aoyous euvncO ny, mam T Ov pev Kal TAT pos 
nvioxav, év te Buflarvtio cai Oecoarovixn To 
Epyov Touto évoeEapuévav, untpos d€ TAY Tivos 


1 ray tiwos év Suidas, ray Tivos Tay a. 


1 The topic od col udvm (non tibi soli) was used in formal 
literary Consolations as one of the standard sources of comfort 
to the bereaved. Cf. Seneca’s Zo Polybius on Consolation, 
ii. 4 (trans. of Basore, Loeb Classical Library, Seneca’s Moral 
Essays, Vol. Il, p. 359): “ A man, therefore, will find the 
greatest comfort in the thought that what has befallen him- 
self was suffered by all who were before him and will be suffered 
by all who come after him; and Nature has, it seems to me, 
made universal what she has made hardest to bear in order 
that the uniformity of fate might corisole men for its cruelty.” 

2 In connection with the following account of Antonina 
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be clear to those who hereafter shall hold sovereign 
power that, in the first place, punishment will in all 
probability overtake them likewise for their mis- 
deeds, just as befell these persons; and, in the second 
place, that their own actions and characters will 
likewise be on record for all future time, so that 
consequently they will perhaps be more reluctant 
to transgress. For what man of later times would 
have learned of the licentious life of Semiramis or of 
the madness of Sardanapalus and of Nero, if the 
records of these things had not been left behind by 
the writers of their times? And apart from these 
considerations, in case any should chance to suffer 
like treatment at the hands of their rulers, this 
record will not be wholly useless to them. For those 
who have suffered misfortunes are wont to receive 
consolation from the thought that not upon them- 
selves alone have cruel disasters fallen.t For these 
reasons, then, I shall proceed to relate, first, all the 
base deeds committed by Belisarius; and afterwards 
I shall disclose all the base deeds committed by 
Justinian and Theodora. 

Belisarius had a wife,? whom I have had occasion to 
mention in the previous books; her father and grand- 
father were charioteers who had given exhibitions of 
their skill in both Byzantium and Thessalonica, and 
her mother was one of the prostitutes attached to 


the reader may well be referred to the judgment of Gibbon 
(Gibbon-Bury, Vol. IV, pp. 334ff.). He says that “ the 
generous reader ’’ of Procopius “‘ may cast away the libel, but 
the evidence of facts will adhere to his memory; and he will 
reluctantly confess that the fame, and even the virtue, of 
Belisarius were polluted by the lust and cruelty of his wife; 
and that the hero deserved an appellation which may not 
drop from the pen of the decent historian.” 
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év Oupéry TeTrOpYEYPEVOY airy Ta, mTpoTEepa 
uaxrov twa Bidcaca Biov Kat TOV T poTrov 
efeppwyuia, pappaxedot TE TAT pwoLs TONG 
a@wernavia, Kal THY pddnaw TOV Ob avayKaiov 
Toma apevn, éyyuntn voTEepov Berroapio yu” 
yévyove, bayTNp 70n Talowy yevomevn TONY. 
evdus pev ovv &tov powxevT pia To é& apxfs? 
Elva, Evycahum ren LEVTOL TOUpryOV TOUTO év 
omouds etyev, ov? Katadvopern Tots olKElots 
émiTnoevpaci, ovde TL 7 pos TOU Evvorkoby Tos 
Sexpaivovoa O€0s (ovTe yap alsa tiva epryou 
orovody éiaBe mwToTE Kal TOV avopa bayyaveiars 
Todas Katethnper ), GXNXA THY ex THs Bactrtdos 
UmomTevoved Tio WW. diay yap és per n 
Ocodwpa HrypraiveTo Te Kal ever r pel.” emel dé 
3 

avTny év Tois advaryKaLoT ar ous Umroupy aac a 
xetpondn TeTrolnTat, mpara pev LA BéEpiov oLaxpn- 
oapevn TpoTe@ @mrep é€v Tots drrtaOev hovyous 
elpjaetat, Vatepov O¢ Tlwavyny xatepyacapévn 
Tov Kammadoxny, womep poe év tols éumpoabev 

1 édpxfisa: éfjs Suidas. 2 od om, Suidas. 

3 ode ri Suidas: ovdé rd a. 

4 éveohpe: Suidas: éueunver a. 


1 Literally, “in the thymele,” 6vuéAn being at this time 
commonly used as the equivalent of épyfoerpa. Originally 
it meant the ‘altar’? in the orchestra, but later was 
extended to the whole orchestra area. The persons who 
gave exhibitions in the thymele were of a much lower class 
than the dramatic artists, who occupied the stage, being 
dancers, Jugg glers, acrobats, etc. The term ‘“ thymelic per- 
formers” is almost always contemptuous. Cf. Vitruvius, 
De Architectura V. 8. 

* The treatment of xaraivec@a: in the lexicons is in- 
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the theatre. This woman, having in her early 
years lived a lewd sort of a life and having become 
dissolute in character, not only having consorted 
much with the cheap sorcerers who surrounded her 
parents, but also having thus acquired the knowledge 
of what she needed to know, later became the wedded 
wife of Belisarius, after having already been the 
mother of many children. Straightway, therefore, 
she decided upon being an adulteress from the very 
start, but she was very careful to conceal this business, 
not because she was ashamed ? of her own practices, 
nor because she entertained any fear so far as her 
husband was concerned (for she never experienced 
the slightest feeling of shame for any action whatso- 
ever and she had gained complete control of her 
husband by means of many tricks of magic), but 
because she dreaded the punishment the Empress 
might inflict. For Theodora was all too prone both 
to storm at her and to shew her? teeth in anger. 
But after she had made her tame and manageable, 
by rendering services to her in matters of the great- 
est urgency—having, in the first place, disposed of 
Silverius in the manner which will be described in 
the following narrative,* and later having brought 
about the ruin of John the Cappadocian, as related 


6eé 


adequate. Out of the literal meaning ‘‘ submerge one’s self,” 
‘attempt concealment by submergence,” has developed the 
later usage, in which both the desire for concealment and 
the motive of shame are implied. C/. Procopius, Anecdota 
here and ini. 14, x. 3, xx. 17, and Suidas s.v. 

3 An echo of Aristophanes, Pax 620, iyypimpévous ér’ 
GAAANOoIoL Kal ceonpdTas. 

4 An unfulfilled promise. See Introduction for a detailed 
account (Gest. pontif. Rom.) of the humiliation and deposition 
of Pope Silverius. That Procopius intended to write more 
than the works we have is evident from Chap. xi. 33. 
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al \ 5 / , 
Aoyars éppnOyn, évtadla 6 adeéotepov Te Kal 
ovKéeTL ATOKPUTTTOMEVN ATavTa eFapapTavely ov- 
A / 
apn amnttov. 
i , f lal 
"Hy 8€ ris veavias éx Opdxns év 7H BedXcoaptov 
> 7 , ov 50 \ ‘) 
oixia, Qeodoctos tovvoua, doEns yeyovas éx 
a / an 
Tatépov Etvopravav Kadovpevov. Tovtov, vita 
és AuBinv amomdety Euerdrev, EXoVTE eV O 
a \ 
Bedtodpios 1o Oeiov NouTpov Kal Yepoly avEno- 
\ 
pevos évOévde oixetats etotrointoy émoumoato Evy 
wn A ® > A mn 
Th yuvatkl Taloa, nmrep eratroteta bat Xptotiavois 
1 9 9 r a ¢? , N , 
vowos, Kal at avtov ) “Avtwviva tov Oeoddciov 
ta) ty a / \ 
dte Tatoa OvTa lepw@ AOYH NyaTa TE WS TO EiKOS 
a / 3 3 
Kav Tols wadtoTa éTLwEedomevn ap + auTny eiyen. 
a n“ / A“ 
evOus Te épacbetca avtov® éxtoTras év TO StaTA® 
TOUT® Kal KaTAaKOPNS yeyovuia TH wade arecei- 
\ 
gato pev Oeiwy Te Kai avOpwrivev tpayuatov 
\ n / fal 
déos Te Kal ald® Evutracay, éwiryvuto 6€ avTa Ta 
bev mpata év tapaBvotm, TedXevtTdaa 6é Kal 
a f / 
olKeT@V Kal JepaTraidwv TapovTav. KaTOXOS 
x nw if ~ 
yap }0n TO TOOw TOUTM yeyeynpevy Kal dtahavas 
EpwTorAnT Tos ovca ovdey Ete TOD Epyou? KoAvUA 
av , f > 3 > , 
éBreve. Kai mote 0 Bedtodptos én’ avtopwpew 
\ a \ 5 / ; n \ 
Thy Tpakw AaBav ev Kapynoou éEnratyto mpos 
THS Yuvarkos Ex@v ye eival. oO pev yap audo 
) , , eN 3 / \ 
év OWLATL@M KaTayel@ EvpwY eueurvet, 7 dé ovTE 


1 gup? Haury: t¢’. 

* ebO0s te épacbeioa abtod Haury: 10 orepoy abrod épac- 
betoa G, €i8 torepoy épacdeioa ab’rov Suidas, 
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tot Epyou: Suidas omits, rod épyou rovrou g. 


ANECDOTA i. 14-19 


by me in my earlier books 1—then at last she felt no 
hesitation in carrying out all manner of wickedness 
more fearlessly and with no further concealment. 
There was a certain youth from Thrace in the 
household of Belisarius, Theodosius by name, who 
had been born of ancestors who professed the faith 
of those called Eunomians.2, Now when Belisarius 
was about to embark on the voyage to Libya, he 
bathed this youth in the sacred bath, from which he 
lifted him with his own hands, thus making him the 
adopted child of himself and his wife, as is customary 
for Christians to make adoptions, and consequently 
Antonina loved Theodosius, as she naturally would, 
as being her son through the sacred word, and with 
very particular solicitude she kept him near herself. 
And straightway she fell extraordinarily in love with 
him in the course of this voyage, and having become 
insatiate in her passion, she shook off both fear and 
respect for everything both divine and human and 
had intercourse with him, at first in secret, but 
finally even in the presence of servants of both 
sexes. For being by now possessed by this passion 
and manifestly smitten with love, she could see no 
longer any obstacle to the deed. And on one 
occasion Belisarius caught them in the very act in 
Carthage, yet he willingly allowed himself to be 
deceived by his wife. For though he found them 
both in an underground chamber and was trans- 


1 Book I. xxv. 13 ff. John’s fate is mentioned also Chap. 
ii. 16, iii. 7, iv. 18. 

2 Eunomius, Bishop of Cyzicus, held and taught unorthodox 
views on the interrelationship of the persons of the Trinity. 
He was banished by Valens in 367 A.p. and again by 
Theodosius. See Hastings, Hncyclopaedia of Religion and 
Ethics, 8.v. 

Ty 
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> f ba 5 , fal yy 
amobelhidcaca ovTe KaTabvcayévn TH Epyw 
a“ 39 ; A 
rouTw, “Evradéa, édn, “tadv Aadhipwv ra 
, \ A , / 5 
TLULLOTATA GLY TO vEeavia KpUvirovca HOov, ws 

\ > A ” / ”» ¢ \ 5 
un €s Baotéa ExTruoTa yévnTal. 1 ev ody 

fa) e \ A 
TAUTA TKNTTOMEVN ELTrED, O O€ avaTrercOnvat Sokas 

wn ww , 
adbjxe, xattep TH Ocodociw é€xdedvpuevoyv tov 
¢ ; con \ ? \ \ PO “ \ > 8 
iwdvTa op@v Tov audi Ta aldoia Tas avakupioas 

\ a , 
Evydéovta. epwts yap Ths avOpwrov avayKac- 
A > , a 
Geis éBovrXeTO Of THY TOV olKeLwv odbbarpwov Oéav 
, 
as Hecota adnbilerbat. 
ta 4 , 4 a / 

Ths 6€ waydoovrvns ael mpoiovans és Kako 
Yd e \ x” , \ , 3 
ddarov ot wev adAot Gewpevor TA TpaTTOMEeva év 

“ , , 
ciwmh elyov, Sovan O€ tes Maxedovia dvoua év 
/ e 7 , b) / 
Supaxovoas, yvica Yexerdtas éexpatnoe Bers- 
/ \ / 
gdp.os, 6pKkols OetvoTAaTOLs TOV deaTTOTHY KaTAaNa- 
le) \ a“ / 
Bovdoa, 1) TOTE AUTNY TH KEXTNMEVN KATATPO?}- 
N / > A f > / ? 
cecbat, TOV TavTa av’T@ Royov éEveyKe, Svo 
- / © 
TAaLoUpla TpoS papTupiav Tapacyopuéevn, ois 87 
Ta adi Tov KoiTava Umnperety erripedes Hv. 
Travta pwalov Bedtodpios TaY of érrouévov TLVas 
> - 
Tov Ocoddcrov éxédevoe Siayerpicacdar, o &é 
‘ > v / ‘a \ e 
mpopabov es “Edecov gdevye. TaY yap éro- 

, e a A 3 4 a lal ? , 
pevwv ol TAELoTOL TH ABEBaiw THs TOD av9po- 

\ 6 na 
Tov yVOUNS HYyMEVOL ApégKELY THY yuvalKa MaddOV 
a x “ a a) 
éy omovln etyov ) TH avdpl doxely evvoixds 
4 t/ \ \ / 3 / ; 3 ? 
Eye, ol ye Kab Ta ohio emixeipweva TOTE dud 

4 mn A a“ \ / 
avuT@® mpovdocav. Kwvortavtivos 6€ Bedtodpiov 
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ported with rage, she, without either playing the 
coward or attempting to conceal the deed, remarked 
‘IT came down here in order to hide with the aid of 
the boy the most valuable of our booty, so that it may 
not get to the knowledge of the Emperor.” Now 
she said this as a mere pretext, but he, appearing 
to be satisfied, dropped the matter, though he could 
see that the belt which supported the drawers of 
Theodosius, covering his private parts, had been 
loosened. For under compulsion of love for the 
woman, he would have it that the testimony of his 
own eyes was absolutely untrustworthy.1! 

Now this wantonness kept growing worse and 
worse until it had become an unspeakable scandal, 
and though people in general, observing what was 
going on, kept silence about it, yet a certain slave- 
girl named Macedonia, approaching Belisarius in 
Syracuse, when he had conquered Sicily, and binding 
her master by the most dread oaths that he would 
never betray her to her mistress, told him the whole 
story, adducing as witnesses two lads who were 
charged with the service of the bedchamber. Upon 
learning these things, Belisarius ordered certain 
of his attendants to destroy Theodosius. He, 
however, learned this in advance and fled to Ephesus. 
For most of the persons in attendance upon Belisarius, 
moved by the instability of the man’s temper, were 
more eager to please the wife than to seem to the 
husband well-disposed towards him, and for this 
reason they betrayed the command laid upon them 
at that time touching Theodosius. And Constantinus, 


1 In sharp contrast to the dictum of Gyges to Candaules, 
Herodotus I. 5. 8, dra yap ruyxdver avOpHmroint Zovra amor oTepa, 
6pbarpuey. 
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opay TmepLwmouvoy yeyovota Tots fupTeaovon, Ta 
Te dAnNa Evvyryet Kal TOUTO eretTrev as 'Eyarye 1 
Oaccov ap THY yuvaiKa ) TOV veaviay KaTeipya- 
oduny. orrep ‘Avroviva pavoiaa, KEK PUL LEVOS 
avT® EXaNET AWE, OmTws ev Katp@* évdetEntar TO 
els avr ov ex Gos. ap yap cKopTL@dys TE Kal 
opyny TKOTELY). OV TOAA@ O€ boTepov i) pary- 
yavevoaca y Jomevoaca meiBet TOV (av0pa as 
ovX vytes TO KATH YON La, TO TAUTNS yévolTO’ Kal 
65 Ocoddctov wév pedraoes ovdeuta peteTTéeurbato, 
Maxedoviay b€ kal Ta Tratdta TH yuvatkl éxdodvat 
brea. ods 67 amavras mpOra Tas YROTTAS, 
OOTEp heyouaey, amorenovaa, eiTa KATA Bpaxy 
Kpeoupynoaca Kal Ovraxtors eu BeBrAnpevn és 
THY Odrarray OKVIT EL onde eppipe, TOY TLVOS 
oiKeT Ov Rbvyeviou bvopa UTOUPY IT aVvTOS ol és 
amav To wyos, @ on Kal TO és ur BE prov elpya- 
otat placwa. Kal Kwvotavtivoy dé od Todo 
Darepov Bedioapuos 7) yuvarkl dvarreraOeis 
xteivel. Ta yap audi TO Tparordio § xa Tols 
Eupidious TNVIKAOE Evonvéy On yevea bau am ép [OL 
ev ToLs eum poo bev oyots Seder au, HEANOVTOS 
yap TOU avO pamov adgiec Gar, ov TpOTEpov ayicev 
um ‘AvTaviva, Ews avrov Tov Aoyou étioaro, 
ovTep éyw aptiws éuvyncOnv. Kal am avrod 

: "Eywye Dindorf: éyd Te, 

* év cap Herwerden: @yxora G and éyyiora G in margin 
are both corrupt. One would look for an adverbial expression 
consistent with cexpuppeévws & exahemarvey and the following yap 


clause. Herwerden conjectured év cxérw and @ xaipé 3 Haury 


first hora and later @yxoroy, cf. Aeschylus Choephorae 392 
éykoTov oTvyos. 


8 Tpacidly Alemannus: repoidiw. 
ig 
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observing that Belisarius had become very sorrowful 
at what had happened, sympathized with him in 
general and added the remark, “If it were I, I 
should have destroyed the woman rather than the 
youth.”” And when Antonina heard of this, she 
nourished her anger against him secretly, in order that 
she might, when occasion offered, display the hatred 
she bore him. For she had the ways of a scorpion} 
and concealed her wrath in darkness.2 So not long 
afterwards, using either magic or beguilement, she 
persuaded her husband that the accusation of this 
girl was unsound, and he without delay recalled Theo- 
dosius and agreed to hand over Macedonia and the 
boys tothe woman. And they say that she first cut 
out all their tongues, and then cut them up bit by bit, 
threw the pieces into sacks, and then without ado 
cast them into the sea, being assisted throughout in 
this impious business by one of the servants named 
Eugenius, the same one who performed the unholy 
deed upon Silverius.2? And not long afterwards 
Belisarius, persuaded by his wife, killed Constantinus 
also. For at that time fell the affair of Presidius and 
the daggers, as has been set forth by me in the pre- 
ceding narrative.t For though the man was about 
to be acquitted, Antonina would not relent until 
she had punished him for the remark which I have 


1 The scorpion lurks hidden under a rock or other object, 
ready to strike suddenly any who may disturb him. Hence 
the proverbial expression, 5rd wavt) Aly oxoprlov puAdcceoy, 
and the like. 

2 Cf. the tragic fragment of an unknown author, oxoteivbs 
épyhv, Adesp. 345, quoted by Phrynichus with the explana- 
tion 6 ddAros Kai od mavepds dpyhv; cf. Bekker’s <necdota, p. 
64, 5. 

8 Cf. § 14, note. 4 Book VI. viii. 1, ff. 
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éydos pméeya mepteBadrero 0 Berto dpios ex Te 
Baoirtéws kat tov év “Pwpaious Noyipwv damrdv- 
TOV. 

Tatra pev ody THE KeX@OpnKe. Ocoddcros Se 
OUK épn és "Iranlay adi ‘EeaOat olds te eivas, wa 
6) Tote dtatptBnv elyov Bedtodpios te Kal 
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1 air before Sdyyrai deleted by Alemannus. 
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just mentioned. As a result of this act Belisarius 
became the object of great hostility on the part of 
both the Emperor and all the Roman notables. 

Such was the course of these events. But 
Theodosius declared that he was not able to come to 
Italy, where Belisarius and Antonina were then 
tarrying, unless Photius’ should be got out of the 
way. For Photius was by nature prone to be vexed if 
anyone had more influence than he with any person, 
and in the case of Theodosius and his associates he 
chanced ta have a just cause to be sorely aggrieved, 
in that he himself, though a son, was made of no 
account, while Theodosius enjoyed great power 
and was acquiring great wealth. For they say 
that at Carthage and Ravenna together he had 
plundered as much as one hundred centenaria? from 
the two Palaces, since he chanced to manage these 
without any associate and with full power. Now 
when Antonina learned of the decision of Theodosius, 
she did not cease laying snares for the youth Photius 
and pursuing him with certain murderous plots, until 
she succeeded in bringing it about that he departed 
from there and set out for Byzantium, being no 
longer able to withstand her snares, and Theodosius 
came to Italy to join her. ‘There she enjoyed to the 
full both the attentions of her lover and the sim- 
plicity of her husband and later on came to Byzantium 
in company with both of them. There Theodosius 
became terrified by the consciousness of his guilt and 
his mind was in torment. For he thought that he 


1 Stepson of Belisarius; cf. Book V. xviii. 18. 

2 The ‘‘ centenarium’”’ was a sum of money in terms of 
gold, so designated because it “ weighs one hundred pounds”’; 
cf. Book I. xxii. 4. 
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‘ drat otoay Alemannus: dfiodcar. 

2 For droAcAemudvov Reiske suggests dmoAcAeimpern, and 
Haury would prefer dmoAoupévov, 
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would by no means escape detection altogether, 
since he saw that the woman was no longer able to 
conceal her passion nor to let it break out in secret 
only, but on the contrary did not object either to 
being or being called outright an adulteress. So 
once more he repaired to Ephesus and first assuming 
the tonsure, as was the custom in such cases, enrolled 
himself among the monks, as they are called. 
Theodora thereupon became utterly frantic, and 
changing her dress together with the routine of her 
life to the mourning mode, she went about through the 
house moaning constantly, weeping and wailing even 
when her husband was close at hand and lamenting 
what an excellent man had been lost from her life, 
how faithful, how charming, how gracious, how 
energetic. Finally, she dragged even her husband 
into these scenes of lamentation and made him sit 
there. At any rate the poor man used to weep and 
call upon the beloved Theodosius. And later he 
actually went to the Emperor, entreating both him 
and the Empress, and persuaded him to recall Theo- 
dosius as being both for the present and for the future 
an indespensable part of his household. But Theo- 
dosius declined absolutely to leave the place where 
he was, asserting that he intended to observe the 
practice of the monks as steadfastly as possible. Yet 
this answer proved to be fictitious, his purpose being 
that as soon as Belisarius should depart from 
Byzantium, he himself should come secretly to 
the side of Antonina. And this is exactly what 
happened. 

ii. For soon Belisarius was despatched with 
Photius to carry on the war against Chosroes, while 
Antonina remained in Byzantium, contrary to her 

Tg 
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1 grovdj S: Bovay G. 

2 airh te Reiske: airh re yap. 

3 amnyyeAAe g in margin, elsewhere in MSS. dmayyéa- 
Aco bat, 
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previous custom. [or in order that the man might 
not be alone and thus come to himself, and scorning 
her enchantments might come to think as he ought 
concerning her, she had taken care to travel all over 
the world with him. Furthermore, in order that 
Theodosius might once more have access to her, she 
took measures to have Photius put out of her way. 
So she persuaded some of the retinue of Belisarius to 
torment him constantly and insult him, sparing him 
not a moment; she herself, meanwhile, by writing 
practically every day was maintaining a steady attack 
of slander and was moving everything against the 
youth. So he in turn, under the compulsion of these 
measures, decided to resort to slander against his 
mother, and when a certain person arriving from 
Byzantium announced that Theodosius was secretly 
staying with Antonina, he straightway brought him 
before Belisarius, bidding him to reveal the whole 
story. And when Belisarius heard the story, he was 
transported with rage and fell on his face before the 
feet of Photius and begged him to avenge his 
father who was suffering unholy treatment from those 
who, least of all, should do such things. And he 
said: ““O son most beloved, you have no know- 
ledge of who your father was, since while you were 
still being nourished at the breast, he fulfilled the 
term of life and left you and you have profited by no 
portion of his estate; for he was not very fortunate 
in the matter of possessions. But you were reared 
under my care, who am only your stepfather, and 
you are now of such an age that it is your duty to 


4 rapa rovs Alemannus: &s mapa Tov. 
5 enrxuxdode Dindorf: rnaAucodros 56. 
21 


B20 9 
10 
11 
P7 
12 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


adicoupere ot és Ta Madore, és Te viratwv 
agiwpa Hels ka TAOUTOU mepeBEeBrnaae 70- 
aovoe Xphpa, aoTe Tarip TE Kal parnp Kal 76 
Evyyeves dav eyarye KaXOLLNY av, 2) yevvaie, Kal 
elny dixaiws. ovy aiparet yap, GXXA Tots 
Epyous eiwOac. OnTAa crab pacbat THY és aX} XOUS 
oropyiy av pwr ot. apa cot ToLVUY pn) Tepuedety 
cue ev Tm pos TH THs olxtas diag Popa Kab xpn- 
LaTOV eo TEpnLevov TOCOUT@Y TO TAGs, THY 
dé pyntépa THY on aicyos avadoupévyny ottawa on 
peya. Tpos wavTwv avd pore. evOupod TE WS 
aut TOY yuvarnady cpap does ovK él tous avdpas 
levT as peavov, GNAG Kal Traidav dimrovTas Haro, 
ots ye wal do€av tia héperOar éx tov éri 
TrElaTOV TULPHTETAL, WS PUTEL TOV TPOTTOV Tai‘s 
yelvamevats €olkaciv. ovTwat Te AoyiSou Tepi 
enod, @S eyo THY yuvatKa THY €uauTov mavu 
pev PIA, Kal VY joe Tucac Oa TOV Stadopéa THs 
oLKlas é&9,2 ovdev auTny épydcopae padrov, 
TEpLovTos 88 @codociov ravty To éykdynpya emixo- 
pelty ovK ay Suvaiuny.” 

Tatdta dkovcas 0 @Pwtios virnpetncev ev 
@poroyer és amravTa, dedsévas 66 pH TL AGBor 
évOévde Kaxon, TO Japoeiv érl TO dBe Bate Tis 
Bedcoapiov Yopns Td ye és rip yuvaica ov 
apoopa é EX@v" GNAa Te yap avTov wodXda Kal TO 


13 Maxedovias Sucwrely Trados. 610 Sy dudo 


adtavras® dArnAowv* wpocatny bcor 6H ep 
a f 
Xprrtiavois Servotaroe bpkoe etal Te Kat ovo- 


1 givatig: Gua. ti GS, Squacw Suidas. 
3 Gmavras G, Suidas: om S. 2 267 Reiske: éffv. 
4 GrAAHAow Suidas: adAAfAars. 
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defend me to the utmost when I suffer injustice; and 
you have risen to the rank of Consul and have ac- 
quired such a mass of wealth, my noble boy, that 
I might justly be called, and indeed might be, both 
father to you and mother and all your kindred. For 
it is not by ties of blood, but in very truth by deeds, 
that men are wont to gauge their affection for one 
another. The time has come, then, for you not to 
stand by and see me, in addition to the ruin of my 
home, also deprived of property in so vast an amount 
and your own mother fastening upon herself a dis- 
grace so great in the eyes of all mankind. And 
bear in mind that the sins of women do not fall upon 
the husbands alone, but affect their children even 
more; for it will generally be their lot to carry with 
them a certain reputation to the effect that they 
resemble their mothers in character. Thus would 
I have you take counsel concerning me, that I love 
my wife exceedingly, and if it be granted me to take 
vengeance upon the corrupter of my home, I shall do 
her no harm; but while Theodosius lives, I] cannot 
forgive her the accusation against her.”’ 

Upon hearing all this Photius said that he would 
indeed assist in everything, but that he feared he 
might suffer some harm therefrom, for he decidedly 
could feel no confidence in the unsteady judgment of 
Belisarius in matters touching his wife; for many 
circumstances, and in particular the fate of Mace- 
donia,} troubled him. Accordingly the two men 
swore to each other all the oaths which are the most 
terrible among the Christians and are in fact so de- 


1 A slave-girl who had informed against Antonina; ¢f. 
Chap. i. 21, above. 
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1 GAAHAw KraSeninnikov: aAAhaAwy MSS., Suidas. 
2 yeipdoacGa:: Haury conjectures xepdcer dar. 


3 +dv re Reiske: réy ye. 
4 ryy Alemannus, a: tov GS. 
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signated by them, that they would never betray each 
other, even in the presence of dangers threatening 
their destruction. And so for the present it seemed 
to them not advisable to undertake the deed, but when 
Antonina should arrive from Byzantium and Theo- 
dosius should go to Ephesus, at that moment Photius 
was to arrive in Ephesus, where without difficulty 
he would lay hands upon Theodosius and the money. 
Now at that time, while they were making the 
invasion into the land of Persia with the whole 
army, the affair of John the Cappadocian chanced 
to be taking place in Byzantium, as has been set 
forth by me in the preceding narrative.! But in the 
other account one fact was passed over in silence by 
me through fear—that Antonina had _ practised 
deception upon John and his daughter, not without 
intent, but after giving them the assurance of count- 
less oaths, than which none is accounted more 
terrible among Christians, at any rate, that she was 
not acting with any treacherous purpose towards 
them. So after she had completed this transaction 
and felt a much greater confidence in the friendshi 

of the Empress, she sent Theodosius to Ephesus and 
herself, foreseeing no obstacle, set out for the East. 
And just after Belisarius had captured the fortress 
of Sisauranon,? it was reported to him by someone 
that she was on the way. Whereupon he, counting 
all other things as of no importance, led his army 
back, For it so happened that certain other things 


1 John had been tricked by Antonina into compromising 
himself, whereupon he had been removed from the office of 
Praetorian Prefect and banished in disgrace. See Book I. 
xxv. 13 ff. 

2 Book II, xix. 24. 
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1 grep S, drep wor G. 
2 éreidav Alemannus: e15° dy. 
3 juépas Haury: Spas. 
4 Alemannus unnecessarily con]. furov for ueraku, 


1 Book II. xix. 26 ff. 

2 As far away, for instance, as Mesopotamia and Persia. 

5 Book II. xix. 15. Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, ed. Bury, IV, p. 369, cautions the reader to close his 
ears to the ‘‘ malevolent whisper of the Anecdota”’ and gives 
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too, as related by me previously, had occurred in 
the army which influenced him to this retreat. This 
information, however, led him much more quickly 
to the decision. But, as I said at the beginning of 
this book, it seemed to me at that time to be dangerous 
to state all the causes of what had taken place. As 
a result of this action Belisarius was accused by all 
Romans as having subordinated the most vital 
interests of the State to those of his own family. 
For from the first he was so constrained by the 
misconduct of his wife that he had been quite un- 
willing to get to a region as distant as possible from 
Roman territory,2 in order that he might be able, 
as soon as he learned that the woman had come from 
Byzantium, to turn back and to catch and to punish 
her immediately. So for this reason he ordered 
Arethas and his men to cross the Tigris River, 
and they, after having accomplished nothing worthy 
of mention, departed for home, while as for himself 
he saw to it that he did not get even one day’s 
march from the Roman boundary. For while the 
fortress of Sisauranon, if one goes by way of the city 
of Nisibis, is indeed for an unencumbered traveller 
more than one day’s journey? from the Roman 
boundary, yet by another road it is only half that 
distance. And yet if he had been willing in the 
first place to cross the Tigris River with his whole 


high praise to the skill, strategy and diplomacy of Belisarius, 
whose miscellaneous army was “‘ without pay or discipline” 
and whose chief general Arethas was disobedient and intract- 
able, having neither returned from his expedition nor sent 
any intelligence of his movements. 

4 This rough unit of measurement is defined by Procopius 
(Book III. i. 17) as 210 stades, or the distance from Athens to 
Megara—about 25 miles. 
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1 Captured by Chosroes when he sacked the city, 540 a.p. 
Cf. Book II. xiii. 2-6. 
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army, I believe that he would have plundered the 
whole land of Assyria and would have reached the 
city of Ctesiphon without encountering any opposi- 
tion whatever, and would have rescued the prisoners 
from Antioch + and all the other Romans who chanced 
to be there before he finally returned to his native 
land. Furthermore, he was chiefly responsible for 
the fact that Chosroes returned home from Colchis 
in comparative security. And the manner in which 
this happened I shall straightway make clear. 
When Chosroes, son of Cabades, made his invasion 
into the land of Colchis and achieved all those things 
which have been set forth by me above,? including the 
capture of Petra, it chanced that many of the army 
of the Medes were destroyed both by the fighting 
and by the difficult nature of the country. For 
Lazica, as J have stated,® is a country of bad roads 
and everywhere abounds in precipices. In addition 
to these difficulties it chanced that a pestilence fell 
upon the army and the greater part of it was carried 
away by it and many of the soldiers also met their 
death as a result of their lack of provisions. At this 
point also certain persons from the land of Persia, 
who were passing that way, announced that Beli- 
sarius had defeated Nabedes in a battle near the 
city of Nisibis and was moving forward, had taken 
the fortress of Sisauranon by siege and captured 
Bleschames and eight hundred horsemen of the 
Persians, and had sent out another Roman army 
under Arethas, leader of the Saracens, and that this 
army had crossed the Tigris River and laid waste 
that whole country, which had never been plundered 


2 Book II. xiv. 3 Book II. xxix. 24, 25. 
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1 rapa re Haury: apd. * amomopeia Dindorf: dropia. 

3 gvder S: év adder) G. 4 yeyernuevor S: yeyevnuern G. 

5 ef tra: ér1 GS. 

6 ovdev of Kra8eninnikov: od3éy Piccolos: oddevi. 
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before. It happened also that Chosroes had sent an 
army of Huns against the Armenians who are subjects 
of the Romans, in order that by reason of their 
preoccupation with this force the Romans there 
might take no notice of what was going on in Lazica. 
Still other messengers brought word that these bar- 
barians had encountered Valerian and the Romans 
and, upon engaging with them, and having been 
heavily defeated in the battle, had for the most part 
been destroyed. When the Persians heard these 
things and, partly because of the miseries which they 
had suffered in Lazica,t and partly because they 
feared lest they might during the withdrawal chance 
upon some hostile force among the cliffs and the 
regions overgrown with thickets and all, in the utter 
confusion of their forces, be destroyed, had become 
exceedingly anxious for the safety of their wives and 
children and native land, then all the loyal element 
in the Medic army began to heap abuses upon Chos- 
roes, charging him with having, in violation of his 
oaths and the obligations commonly held to by all 
mankind, made during a truce an invasion of Roman 
territory to which he had no claim, and was wronging 
a State which was ancient and worthy, above all states, 
of the highest honour, one which he could not possibly 
overcome in war; and they were on the point of a 
revolution. Now Chosroes was thoroughly disturbed 
by this situation, but he found the following remedy 
for the trouble. For he read to them a letter which the 
Empress had recently chanced to send to Zaberganes. 
Now this letter set forth the following: “‘ How de- 
voted I am to you, O Zaberganes, believing you to 
be loyal to our interests, you know already, since you 


1 Cf. Book VIII. vii. 4. 
3f 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


34 TOANO ™ pore pov és Aa aduy Levos. ovKoDD 
TPaTTOLS dv eixora Th 60&n Hv éri} col Exam, el rye 
Bacirea Xoo pony ecpnvata TetGous és TONLTELAV 

35 THY Tere pay BovreverGa.2 otTa yp got ayaba 
peydra TpOs avdpos avacéxopa Toumod eve Oa, 
6s ye ovdev dv 6 te Kat? dvev yuoOpuns THs éuiis 

36 mpakeev, TadTa o Xoapons avareFaueros, 
overdicas: TE Ilepoav Tols oyipors 4 el ToALTELaY 
olovras elvat iy ryuvn Ororcetrae, THY TOV avd pay 
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1 érl G, audi 8. 
2 BovAcvecba: 8, Bovaecda: G. 


5 Adyov &fov added by Piccolos after 6 ti kai ; ef. par. 23. 
In place of x2f, Capps would read xaivdy ‘‘no new measure.” 
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quite recently came to us on an embassy. You 
would then be acting in accord with the high opinion 
I hold of you, if you should persuade King Chosroes 
to adopt a peaceful attitude toward our State. For 
in case you do this, I promise that great benefits 
will accrue to you from my husband, who can be 
counted upon to carry out no measure whatever 
without consulting my judgment.’’ When Chosroes 
had read this to the Persian notables, he reproached 
any of them who thought that any real State existed 
where a woman was the administrator, and thus 
succeeded in checking the vehemence of the men. 
Yet even so he departed from there in great fear, 
thinking that the forces of Belisarius would block 
their way. No hostile force, however, encountered 
him, and he gladly repaired to his own land. 

iii. When Belisarius had reached Roman territory, 
he found that his wife had arrived from Byzantium. 
And he kept her under guard in disgrace, and though 
he many times set about destroying her, his heart 
was softened, being vanquished, as it seems to me, 
by a sort of flaming-hot love. But they say that it 
was also through her magic arts that he was brought 
under the control of the woman and immediately 
undone. Now Photius set off in haste for Ephesus, 
taking with him as a prisoner one of the eunuchs, 
Calligonus by name, who acted as a go-between for 
his mistress, and he on this journey revealed to him 
under torture all the woman’s secrets. But Theo- 
dosius, having advance information, fled for safety to 
the sanctuary of the Apostle John, which is the most 


4 Aoyluors KraSeninnikov : Avyiors. 
5 rhy ag, Tay GS. 
° kara tdxos Reiske: xaroikos G, karoxos S. 
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dpy repens Neneacty ol dvam eva Deis TOV dvO pw ov 
evexeiploer ev TOUT 7 Ocodwpa apt Th 
"Avravivn Semaivovoa, nKNKOEL yap boa 61 auth 
EuveremT@xel, BerXeoadptov Evy aurn és Bufdvreov 
LeTATeMTET AL, Patios dé Tait a, axovaas Oeo- 
bocvoy pev ES Kidixas TéwTrel, OU On ot Copupopor 
Te Kal UTaoTicTal Oraxerpalor Tes eTUXOY, Tots 
TapaTroumois erLoTELAAS habpavorara MEY TOV 
avopa TOUTOV Scan oputery, es Kirsxas 6é adtxo- 
pevors * KEKPULLEVOS és TA padioTa év puranh 
EX EW pndevt ala Onow TA PEXOMEVOLS OTraL yAs ely. 
avTos dé Evy te Kardwyove ra Tots Oeodociou 
Xprjpacey adpois TLauv ovaLW és Bulavtiov Gen. 
évTaula 7 Barris én iOerE Ly TETOLNTAL €s TaVTAas 
avOpwrous, & ore 57) KapeTas dhovious el0ein) peiloot 
TE Kab , MLa.pwrrepors apetBeo Oat dwpos. “Avtoviva 
pev yao eva? ov évayxos TOV Karradonny ex Opov 
evedpevoara Tpovow@Ken, aur 6é THBos exeivy 
eyxerpioaca avd pay AVEYKEAITOS 3 avypnKe. TOY 
yap Bertoapip Kab Dorin emer ndeteov Tay pev 
Ta TOMATA aiKioapern, Kal TOUTO povov eT L- 
Kardéoaca, STs &€s Tw avdpe TOvVTw evVOIKaS 
éyouev, ottTw b:é0eTo wate avTois és 6 TL ToTE 
) TUXN éTEAeUTA OUTrW viv oper GddAoUS Oé 
puyn elnulace, TAVTO TovTO em eveyKodaa., eva 
jevToL TaVv Patio és THY "Edecov emiamopevey, 
Ocotdciov dvopa, Kaimep és akiwpa Bovr(As4 
1 &dicoudvors KraSeninnikov : ad:xopévous, 
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holy one there and held in very high honour. An- 
dreas, however, the Chief Priest of Ephesus, accepted 
a bribe and delivered the man over to Photius. 
At this point Theodora, being solicitous for Antonina 
(for she had heard all that had happened to her), 
summoned Belisarius and her to Byzantium. And 
Photius, upon hearing this, sent Theodosius into 
Cilicia where the spearman and guards! chanced to 
be passing the winter, instructing the escort to convey 
this man with the utmost secrecy, and when they 
reached Cilicia, to keep him in very strictly hidden 
confinement, giving information to no man where in 
the world he was. He himself, meanwhile, with 
Calligonus and the money of Theodosius, which 
amounted to a rather imposing sum, came to 
Byzantium. There the Empress made an exhibition 
before all mankind, shewing that she knew how to 
requite bloody favours with greater and more unholy 
gifts. Ifor whereas Antonina had recently laid 
snares for one enemy for her, the Cappadocian, and 
had betrayed him, she herself delivered over to 
Antonina a host of men and brought about their de- 
struction without even a charge having been brought 
against them. For she first tortured certain intim- 
ates of Belisarius and Photius, alleging against 
them only the fact that they were on friendly terms 
with these two men, and then so disposed of them 
that up to this day we do not yet know what their 
final fate was; others too she punished by banish- 
ment, laying this same charge against them. But 
one of those who had followed Photius to Ephesus, 
Theodosius by name, though he had attained the 


1 Cf. Book IV. xviii. 6. 
* Bovadis 8, tints G. 
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1 arp ael Capps, abrdy ael Reiske: adr@ 8) G, abt wi S. 
2 umepos gin text: gumepos GS, g in margin. 
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dignity of Senator, she stripped of his property and 
forced him to stand in an underground chamber 
which was utterly dark, tying his neck to a sort of 
manger with a rope so short that it was always 
stretched taut for the man and never hung slack. So 
the poor wretch stood there continuously at this 
manger, both eating and sleeping and fulfilling all 
the other needs of nature, and nothing except 
braying was needed to complete his resemblance to 
the ass. And a time amounting to not less than 
four months was passed by the man in this existence 
until he was attacked by the disease of melancholy, 
became violently insane and so finally was released 
from this confinement and then died. And she 
forced Belisarius, quite against his will, to become 
reconciled with his wife Antonina. She then inflicted 
sundry servile tortures upon Photius, among others 
combing his back and his shoulders with many lashes 
and commanded him to tell where in the world 
Theodosius and the go-between were. But he, 
though being racked with torture, determined to hold 
fast to his oath; for though he was a sickly person 
and had in earlier life been dissolute, yet he had been 
devoted to the care of his body, having experienced 
neither wanton treatment nor hardship. At any 
rate, he disclosed not one of the secrets of Belisarius. 
At a later time, however, everything which hitherto 
had remained secret came to light. She also found 
Calligonus there and handed him over to Antonina. 
And she summoned Theodosius to Byzantium, and 
upon his arrival, straightway concealed him in the 
Palace; and next day, calling Antonina to her, she 


> @evddctoy added by Maltretus. 
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1 This Church would seem to have been that known as the 
Church of the Mother of God, situated just outside the western 
city-wall on the Golden Horn, in what was later the ‘‘ Blacher- 
nae’’ quarter of the city, and described in the Butldings 
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said “‘ O dearest Patrician, yesterday a pear! fell into 
my hands, such as no man ever saw. If you wish, 
I should not begrudge you the sight of this, nay, I 
shall shew it to you.” And she, not comprehending 
what was going on, begged her earnestly to shew 
her the pearl. And she brought Theodosius out of 
the room of one of the eunuchs and shewed him to her. 
And Antonina was so overjoyed that she at first 
remained speechless with pleasure, and then she 
acknowledged that Theodora had done her a great 
favour, calling her Saviour and Benefactor and Mistress 
in very truth. And the Empress detained this Theo- 
dosius in the Palace and bestowed upon him luxury 
and all manner of indulgence, and threatened that 
she would make him a Roman General after no long 
time. But a sort of justice forestalled her, for he was 
seized by an attack of dysentery and removed from 
the world. Now Theodora had concealed rooms which 
were completely hidden, being dark and isolated, 
where no indication of night or day could be observed. 
There she confined Photius and kept him under 
guard for a long time. T'rom this place he had the 
fortune, not once but even twice, to escape and get 
away. The first time he fled to the Church of 
the Mother of God, which among the Byzantines 
is considered Most Holy, as it indeed was designated 
in its name,} and he sat as a suppliant beside 
the holy table. Thence she forced him with great 


(I. iii. 3) as fepdraros Kal ceuvos ayav. Yet this Church was 
at a considerable distance from the Palace where Photius 
was confined, and the context seems to demand a location 
much nearer to the Palace and to the Church of St. Sophia, 
to which he later escaped; possibly the predecessor of the 
later Church of St. Mary Panachrantos, if such there was, 
is indicated, 
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1 évexacouv G in margin, avexdpouv G in text, § 
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violence to rise and once more put him into confine- 
ment. And the second time he reached the sanctuary 
of Sophia, and he suddenly seated himself close to the 
divine fountain litself, which the Christians have been 
wont to reverence above all things. But the woman 
succeeded in dragging him away even from there. 
For no inviolable spot ever remained inaccessible to 
her, but it seemed nothing to her to do violence to 
any and allsacred things. And not only the populace 
but also the priests of the Christians, smitten with 
terror, stood aside and conceded everything to her. 
So a period of three years was passed by him in this 
manner of life, but afterwards the prophet Zachariah 
stood over him in a dream and with oaths, they say, 
commanded him to flee, promising that he would 
lend him a hand in this undertaking. Persuaded 
by this vision he got away from there and escaping 
detection came to Jerusalem, and though countless 
persons were searching for him, no man saw the 
youth, even when he stood before him. There he 
shaved his head, and by clothing himself in the garb 
of the monks, as they are called, he succeeded in 
escaping the punishment of Theodora. But Beli- 
sarius had neglected his oath and had chosen in 
no way to support this man, though he was suffering 
unholy treatment, as I have said; and so, in all his 
undertakings thereafter, he naturally found the 
power of God hostile. For straightway, being sent 
against the Medes and Chosroes, who were making 
their third invasion into Roman territory, he was 
guilty of cowardice. And yet he did seem to have 
accomplished something of note in having shaken 
off the war from that quarter. Yet when Chosroes 


1 The Baptisterium, 
4i 
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KadXivixoy todkw torvdv0pwroy obdevos auvvo- 
, % \1 ? > , € , 
pévou etre kat! pupiddas nvdparodice ‘Pwuatov 
moras, Bersodpios 6€ ovde bcov émiatrécbau 
Tois ToAemions ev otrovdy écxe, Oday dirnveyKer 
ws duvoty Odtepov, 7 éDedoKaKnaoas 7) aTodetttdoas 

avTou user. 

}. ‘Tro TOUTOVY TOV Xpovoy Kat TL eTepov 
avTo emiTrea ety Evynvex On Totovoe. 6 pep 
Rounds, oumrep év trois éumpodbev Aoyous éuvrjcOny, 
eT EVELETO Tous év Bulavti avOparous. Bactnret 
6 ‘Tovetiviave Xarerarara voohaas Euvesn, 
MOTE KAL énéyero ort amoh@net. TOUTOV be TOV 
Aoryov Tepraryaryovca. * n PHU Ovex ome ev ay pe és 
TO ‘Popatioy arparérebov. évtavba eXeyou TOY 
apXovTe@v TLVES WS, HV Bacthéa ‘Pwpatos erepov 
Twa év Butavti KATAT THO OVTAL opioty, ou 
MYTOTE avrot émitpepooww.s ony@ 5é vaTepov 
Baccret pep paicas EvvéBn, Tats dé TOU ‘Popaicoy 
oTpPAaToV apYovat 61a Bonous én arAIAOLS ryevéo- 

at. ILérpos TE yap 0 oT PAaTHYOS Kal “lwavyys, 
OvIrEp eT iKnow Payav éxandovp, Bedcoaptov TE 
Kal Bovfou éxeiva AeyovToy loxupitovro aKn- 
Koévat atrep wot apTins Sed ora, TAUTA YE 7} 
Bactnis Oeodwpa émixarécaca éb éavtTH Tois 
avoparos epyobar peatn* éyeyover. aravtTas 
ovv evOus petaxarécaca és Bufaptiov, Snrnotv 


‘ ees omitted by GS, added by KraSeninnikov from 9. 
* mepiayayovoa Haury : mapayayouoa. Reiske proposed 
Ropahahaved. 
3 éritpévwow Reiske: emiarpeyaory. 
* Alemannus proposed 6vz0t werth, unnecessarily. 
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crossed the Euphrates River, captured the populous 
city of Callinicus which had not a man to defend it, 
and enslaved many thousand Romans, and when 
Belisarius was not concerned even to follow up the 
enemy, he won the reputation of having remained 
where he was for one of two reasons—either because 
he was willfully negligent or else because he was a 
coward. 

iv. At about this time another thing also befell 
him, as follows. The plague which I mentioned in 
the previous narrative? was ravaging the population 
of Byzantium. And the Emperor Justinian was 
taken very seriously ill, so that it was even reported 
that he had died. And this report was circulated by 
rumour and was carried as far as the Roman army. 
There some of the commanders began to say that, 
if the Romans should set up a second Justinian as 
Emperor over them in Byzantium, they would never 
tolerate it. But a little later it so fell out that the 
Emperor recovered, and the commanders of the 
Roman army began to slander one another. Tor 
Peter the General and John whom they called the 
Glutton declared that they had heard Belisarius 
and Bouzes say those things which I have just 
mentioned. The Empress Theodora, declaring that 
these slighting things which the men had said were 
directed against her, became quite out of patience.” 
So she straightway summoned them all to Byzantium 


1 Book II. xxii, xxiii. 

2 ueotds is used, especially in later Greek, with a noun in 
the genitive to describe satiety and impatience with a thing. 
Cf. Plutarch, dfor. 541 d (of Themistocles): dérnvica robs 
’"AOnvatous édpa ueorovs byras a’tod, “ that the Athenians were 
sick and tired of him”? (ef. “ fed wp with’’). 
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aKOT@ KaOrueEros SrarywadKerv olds TE éyeryoveEl 
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éxadoTnV Ta oiTia éppim ret, Oowep Te Onpiov 
one ad vos adove apie. Kal maor pep 

eveAXeuTnxevat evOus ébo£e, RAoyov pévtToe 4 
ee motetaOat avtov tia? érorpa* ovdets. 
éviavtowy dé dvoiv botepov mpos unol Téocapo 
oixticauévn Tov dvdpa adfKe. Kat Oo domep ava- 
BeBiwaxws draciw op6yn. EvvéByn te TO VO pOTO 
évOévée adel duBAveTTELV Te Kal TO GAO COLA 
YOO WOEL elvan. 

Ta péev ov audi TO Bouly THOE eEXOPNTE, 
Berrodpioyv oé Bacireds, KalT €p obdevos TeV 
KaTnyopoupeveov ddovra, eyiceLLevns THS Baou- 
Aidos Taparuaas Ws eixev apyns Maprtivoy avT 
avTOD THS EWAS TTPATHYOY KATED THT ATO, TOUS Te 
Bertoapiou ‘Sopuddpous TE Kab UTacTLoTAas Kal 
TOV OLKETOY Eb TL ev TOAELM SOK OV HY, TOV TE 


1 értpe: Herwerden: éyrnpf. 
2 juépas Herwerden: juépa. 
avTed riva Alemannus: radra tivd. 
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and made an investigation of the report; and she 
called Bouzes suddenly into the women’s apartment 
as if to communicate to him something very import- 
ant. Now there was a suite of rooms in the Palace, 
below the ground level, secure and a veritable laby- 
rinth, so that it seemed to resemble Tartarus, where 
she usually kept in confinement those who had given 
offence. So Bouzes was hurled into this pit, and in 
that place he, a man sprung from a line of consuls, 
remained, forever unaware of time. For as he sat 
there in the darkness, he could not distinguish whether 
it was day or night, nor could he communicate with 
any other person. For the man who threw him his 
food for each day met him in silence, one as dumb as 
the other, as one beast meets another. And straight- 
way it was supposed by all that he had died, but no one 
dared mention or recall him. But two years and 
four months later she was moved to pity and released 
the man, and he was seen by all as one who had re- 
turned from the dead. But thereafter he always 
suffered from weak sight and his whole body was 
sickly. 

Such was the experience of Bouzes. As for 
Belisarius, though he was convicted on none of the 
charges, the Emperor, at the insistence of the Em- 
press, relieved him of the command which he held 
and appointed Martinus to be General of the East 
in his stead, and instructed him to distribute the 
spearmen and guards! of Belisarius and all his 
servants who were notable men in war to certain 


1 Book IV. xviii. 6. 


4 éréApa added by Alemannus, 
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Popos yeyernwern, Th S$ Bactniss pirrarn Kab 
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evaryXos Karepyarapenn TOV Kammadokny. d20 
67 Xapioacbas y) Bacirls Th "Avtwvivn Bovreu- 
capevyn, aTavTa émpattev Stas éFarticadOal Te 
Tov avdpa 7» yurn Kat ato Evpdopa@v TnALKOVE 
pvoacbat Sofee, TavTn TE ov povovy TH Tarat- 
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GAA Kal dtapprydyv avtov te mpos avrijs 
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veTo 0€ aoe. ArAGe pwéev mote Bediodpuos T pot és 
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1 ameire Alemanuus: dretmroy. 
2 BeAiodpioy KraSeninnikov: BeArcapio. 
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of the officers and Palace eunuchs. So these cast 
lots for them and divided them all up among them 
selves, arms and all, as each happened to win them. 
And many of those who had been his friends or had 
previously served him in some way he forbade to 
visit Belisarius any longer. And he went about, 
a sorry and incredible sight, Belisarius a private 
citizen in Byzantium, practically alone, always 
pensive and gloomy, and dreading a death by violence. 
And the Empress, learning that he had much money 
in the East, sent one of the Palace eunuchs and had 
it all brought back. But Antonina, as I have said, 
had indeed quarrelled with her husband, yet was on 
terms of closest friendship and intimacy with the 
Empress, seeing she had recently accomplished 
the ruin of John the Cappadocian. So the Empress, 
in her determination to shew favours to Antonina, 
left nothing undone to have it appear that the woman 
had interceded successfully for her husband and had 
rescued him from such overwhelming misfortunes, 
and to bring it about that she should not only be 
completely reconciled with the wretched man, but 
also that she should unequivocally rescue him as though 
he were a prisoner of war whose life had been saved 
by her. And it came about as follows. Belisarius 
had on one occasion come early in the morning to the 
Palace, accompanied, as was his wont, by a small 
and pitiful escort. And finding the Emperor and the 
Empress not well disposed towards him, and also 
having been insulted there by men of the base and 


3 otoa KraSeninnikov in appar. crit. : tuyxavovea, 
4 os ry, 

eidder Gs efOiorat 8. 
5 ejuevav Reiske: ebuevas. 
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aotiBddos édxvoas! tatios Exesto, pos THv 
dvaipesty étoiuotatos’ otTws a&mav avtTov Td 
AppEevwm ov am hero et. ouTm TolwUY 0 Kova- 
Spatos map avrov eicedOor ypdupata Ol THS 
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1 Alemannus proposed éxAvoas for éAkvoas. 
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common sort, he departed for his home late in the 
evening, often turning about as he walked away 
and looking around in every direction from which 
he might see his would-be assassins approaching. 
In such a state of terror he went up to his chamber 
and sat down alone upon his couch, thinking not one 
worthy thought nor even remembering that he had 
ever been a man, but perspiring constantly, with 
his head swimming, trembling violently in helpless 
despair, tortured by servile fears and apprehensions 
which were both cowardly and wholly unmanly. 
Meanwhile Antonina, as though not understanding 
at all what was going on or expecting any of the things 
which were about to happen, was walking up and 
down there repeatedly, pleading an attack of in- 
digestion; for they still maintained a suspicious 
attitude towards one another. In the meantime 
aman from the Palace, Quadratus by name, arrived 
after the sun had already set, and passing through 
the door of the court, suddenly stood by the door of 
the men’s apartments, stating that he had been 
sent there by the Empress. When Belisarius heard 
this, he drew up his hands and feet upon the couch 
and lay there upon his back, completely prepared 
for destruction; so thoroughly had all his manhood 
left him. And before Quadratus had come into 
his presence, he displayed to him a letter from the 
Empress. And the writing set forth the following. 
“You know, noble Sir, how you have treated us. 
But I, for my part, since I am greatly indebted to 
your wife, have decided to dismiss all these charges 
against you, giving to her the gift of your life. For 
the future, then, you may be confident concerning 
2 ratra KraSeninnikov: tatrn:, ravty. 
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eon 61a TOV T™paxOna opevenn er opeBa.,” TaUTa 
emel Behicaptos dvereEaro, Gyan peev Up HOoviis 
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1 Herwerden detecting a lacuna before taéy rapoav, pro- 
posed éx Oarépou és Odrepoy, giving the probable sense. 
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both your life and your property; and we shall know 
concerning your attitude towards her from your 
future behaviour.’ When Belisarius had read this, 
being transported with joy and at the same time 
wishing to give immediate evidence of his feelings, 
he straightway arose and fell on his face before the 
feet of his wife. And clasping both her knees with 
either hand and constantly shifting his tongue from 
one of the woman’s ankles to the other, he kept calling 
her the cause of his life and his salvation, and 
promising thenceforth to be, not her husband, but 
her faithful slave. As for his property, the Empress 
gave thirty centenaria! of it to the Emperor and 
restored the remainder to Belisarius. 

Such, then, was the turn of events in the case of 
Belisarius the General, the man to whom not long 
before Fortune had delivered Gelimer and Vittigis 
as captives of war. But for a long time back the 
wealth of this man had been exceedingly irritating to 
both Justinian and Theodora, as being excessive 
and worthy of a royal court. And they kept saying 
that he had hidden away in secret the greater part 
of the State funds of both Gelimer and Vittigis, and 
had given only a small and utterly insignificant 
portion of them to the Emperor. But as they 
reckoned up the great labours of the man and the 
slanderous talk in which outsiders would indulge, 
and since at the same time they could not lay hands on 
any satisfactory pretext against him, they remained 
quiet. But just then the Empress, catching him 
terrified and utterly reduced to cowardice, by a 


1 See Chap. i. 33, note. 
° For érvyxe Reiske proposed écxe. 
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dechidcavtTos 6Aws mpakes pid Ssempdéato Evp- 
maons avTovd THs ovcias Kupia yevéoBar. és 
KHdos yao GXAHAaLS EvynrAOérynv evOUs, Iwavviva 
Té 7) Beduoaptov Ouydrnp Homep movns éyeyover 
Tarn ‘Avactacig TO THS Sacrrtdos Guyar pid 
pene Tn yeryove. Bedtodpios pep ov apx ny TE 
arrohaBetv THY OlKEeiaY n€iou Kal oT parnyos THS 
EWAS amobetx Gels wuALy él Xocponv kat Mrdors 
eEnynoecOar TO “Pwpatov TTPATD, “Aptepiva dé 
ovdauas ela? mrepuBpic Bae yap” ép Tots éxeivy 
Xeplors Tpos avTov édacKey, amep ovKéTL TO 
Noutrov Orec Oat. 

Aro on Beduodpros apxov TOV Baoirtr dp 
KATATTAS immoKomeoy és THY ‘Tra\ay TO SevTepov 
éoTaArn, ouordoynaas Bactrel, ws hac, ypnuata 
unrote auTov éy THE TO TOAKEUM aiTHoELY, AANA 
Evpracay auros THY TOU TOke“OU TAapAacKEUTY 
KPH MATL oixelors mownoer ar. TavTeEs per ouv 
umeToTacoy Tad TE Audi TH yuvatrl TAUTD, NITED 
eppnO, BerArod prov Svorejoacdar Ka Bactret 
TAUTA OMOAOVHCAL appt T@ TOAUM A OEdinyNTaL, 
amarrakeiovra ths év Bulavtiw statpiBijs, 
émelddv TE TAXLTTA TOD THS Toews TrEpLBoXroU 
éxtos yévntat, apwadcesOat* re aitixa Ta OTA 
Kal TL yevvatov Kal avdpt mpétov eri Te TH 
yuvatkl Kal tots Biacapévots dpovyceyve avtos 
bé TavTa Ta Evupmecovra év aroryig TETPOLN{LEVOS 
OpKey Té Toy Dwtio Kal Tols adross érruTndevous 
Oma woo peverV éy rjOn TE TOAN Kal ouywpig 
ryevopevos elrreTO TH yUVaLKl, KaTAOTAS EXTOTHS 

1 efa Alemannus: Yn. 
2 Orelli inserts yap with g; omitted by GS, 
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single act brought it about that she became mistress 
of his entire property. For the two entered forth- 
with into a relationship by marriage and Joannina, 
the only daughter of Belisarius, was betrothed to 
Anastasius, grandson of the Empress. Now Belisarius 
made the request that he should receive back his 
proper office and, upon being designated General of 
the East, should again lead the Roman army against 
Chosroes and the Medes, but Antonina would have 
none of it; for she maintained that she had been 
insulted by him in those regions, and never would 
he again set eyes upon them. 

For this reason, then, Belisarius was appointed 
Commander of the Royal Grooms and was sent to 
Italy a second time, having promised the Emperor, 
as they say, that he would never ask him for money 
during this war, but that he himself would provide 
the entire equipment for the war with his personal 
funds. Nowallsuspected that Belisarius, in arranging 
matters concerning his wife in the manner I have 
described, and in making this promise to the Emperor, 
as here related, concerning the war, was prompted 
simply by the desire to be quit of the life in Byzan- 
tium, and that, as soon as he got outside the circuit- 
wall of the city, he would seize arms immediately and 
set himself to some noble and heroic task to punish 
his wife and the others who had done him despite. 
He, however, disregarding all that had happened, 
and forgetting completely and neglecting the oaths 
which had been sworn to Photius and his other 
kinsmen, meekly followed the woman, being extra- 


3 rornocoOa: Herwerden : mraijoacba. 
4 dpracecOa KraSeninnikoy : apracacda. 
5 ppovycey KraSeninnikov: ¢porfica. 
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eis avT HY EpwTorNT Tos, Kal TAUTA eEnjcovra HON 
yevyovutay ern. em eLon MEVTOL év ‘Tradia eryévero, 
és npepay exdorny am EVaVTLAS auTe Ta T pay- 
para EX Opel, émet ot Stappndny ta é« Oeod 
Tone mV. Tp@TOY pév 16 ra TO oTpaTny® 
ToUT@ éy TOIS Evymin oval € emt te Mevddtov xa) 
Odérruyy Bovrevopeva, Kalmrep ovK émruTndetas 
Tois Tpacc opevors doxovvTa eXELY, és Evpopov 
ex TOD él Theta TOV eTENCUTA TéXos" ev dé TO 
vatépw doFav pev arrive Kev OTe é7) TQ Berrie 
BeBovrevtar ate Kal TOY KATA TOV TONE MOV 
TOVvdE TrPAYLUTwY Yyeyovws eurretpos, GAN év Tols 
amoBaivovat KAKOTUXOUYTL TA TONG és aBovrias 
ddxnolv avT@ amex piOn. olT@s apa ovK avO pa- 
Tov Bovdais, ada Th éx Geod pon mpuTavevetas 
Ta avopamesa, 0 0 on TUYNY eadact kaneiy avOpo- 
TOl, OVK eldores cane én évexa TAavTn 'T poetot Ta 
EvpBaivorra, nTrep > avrots évdnra oyiverat, TO 
yap adoyw SoxodyTe elvat purer TO THS LTUXNS 
dvoua mporxwpelv. adda TabTa pev OS TY 
éxdore iron, TAUTN SoxeiTo. 

e Bedodpuos 88 7d Sedrepov év ‘Iranria yevo- 
HEVOS aiaxtoTa évOevoe atrnrrake: cas pep yap 
ys és mevtaetes amroBivar ovdaun? laoyucer, 
@OTEP MOL év Tots eum poo Dev Noryors eppnn, OTL 
Ha évOa tu? oxUpopa mY, VAUTLANOMEVOS O€ 
wdvtTa TovTov Tov yYpovoy Ta émiBaddoota Trept- 


1 prep Dindorf, cf. Book VIII. xii. 34: efrep; in VIII. xii. 34 
the same thought is expressed in almost identical words, 
maparéye, however, being the reading of all MSS. instead of 
advdyq, as here. 

2 obSau7y added by Maltretus. 
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ordinarily smitten with love of her, though she was 
already sixty years of age. However, when he got 
to Italy, matters kept going wrong for him every 
single day, because the hand of God was definitely 
against him. At first, to be sure, the plans of this 
General against Theodatus and Vittigis, in the 
existing circumstances, though they seemed ill 
adapted to what was going on, resulted for the most 
part in a favourable outcome; but in the later. 
period, though he did gain the reputation of having 
made his plans for the best because of the experience 
he had acquired in managing the affairs of this war, 
yet failing as he did in the sequel, most of his 
misfortunes were credited to what was accounted 
folly. Thus it is clear that it is not by the wisdom of 
men but by the power of God that human fortunes 
are regulated, though men are wont to call this 
‘Fortune,’ since they do not know the reason why 
events turn out in the manner in which they become 
manifest to them. For that which appears un- 
accountable is wont to have the name of [I ortune 
applied to it. But let each man form such an opinion 
about these matters as he likes. 

v. Belisarius, coming to Italy for the second time, 
departed from there most ignominiously. For during 

a space of five years he did not succeed once in setting 
foot on any part of the land, as stated by me in the 
previous narrative,! except where some fortress was, 
but during this whole period he kept sailing about 


1 Book III. xxxv. 1. 


5 6a 7: Piccolos: évdade G and corrector in 8, évraiéa first 
hand in 8. 
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Kab ZiKedias, ral eb Tov addov KATATUYELY eV 
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dy 86 wevos areTakato pev TO Popatov oTpare, 
autov dé evOds Env Te Tots ETTOMEVOLS Kab TO 
Lorri : Touting kat Toréots évédwmxev. OTT aS 
d€ avT@ Te Kal ladrvn TO Betadsavoi UEAPLOD 
Siyootatiicas ovvéBn, ¢ Omep ta Pwpaloy mpday- 
para padiora Eopyrev, autixa SOT. 

"Es TodTo amex Geias Deppave 7 Bains nr Oev 
emondorarov Té dace TO EXOos € emolet, OOTE AUTO 
Kndevery, Kaimep Baciréws ave OVTL, érdApa 
ovdeis, dvundot TE AUT@ OL Traides Suaryeyovact, 
eXpLs axis * Tod Blov. % Te Ouyatnp auT@ 
‘lovetira éml oxtwxaidexa éTn HBHcaca ért 

1 mepize: added by Maltretus. 

4 qv g, omitted by GS. 

° Srodiriy added by Alemannus. Cf. Book VII. xii. 16. 

‘ aicuis Heisenberg: air}. Haury inserts dmeatdy before 
tod Biov, ‘‘up-to the time of her death,” Dindorf proposed 
€Biov for rov Biov. 
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visiting one port after another. And Totila was 
frantic to catch him outside a walled town, but he 
did not succeed because both Belisarius himself and 
the entire Roman army were possessed by great fear. 
Consequently he not only recovered nothing of what 
had been lost, but he even lost Rome in addition and 
practically everything else. And he became greedy 
for money during this period above all other men and 
a most assiduous schemer for shameful gain, seeing 
that he had brought nothing with him from the 
Emperor, and he recklessly plundered almost all the 
Italians who lived in Ravenna and in Sicily and any- 
one else whom he had the power to reach, alleging 
that he was making them pay a reckoning for the 
acts of their past lives. Thus he, for instance, even 
pursued Herodian with demands for money, holding 
every sort of threat over the man. This treatment 
made Herodian so indignant that he detached him- 
self from the Roman army and straightway put 
himself and all his followers and Spolitium into 
the hands of Totila and the Goths. And how it 
came about that he and John, the nephew of 
Vitalian, quarrelled, an event which did the greatest 
harm to the Roman cause, I shall disclose forth- 
with. 

The Empress had come to such a point of hostility 
towards Germanus (and was making her hostility 
perfectly obvious to all) that no one dared to make 
a marriage alliance with him, even though he was 
nephew to the Emperor, and his sons remained 
unmarried until they had reached middle age. And 
his daughter Justina, though she had reached the 


1 Cf. Book VII. xvi. 
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/ > 7? \ 9 ? / 3 \ 

capim éToAunoe, THY €& Avtwvivns émtBoudnv 
detoas, €ws “Avtwviva és Bulavtiov ANGE. TH TE 
yap Bacthica TAUTY * ETLOTELAAL TOV avTou 
povov OUK GTO TOD ELKOTOS AY TIS UTOTTEVTE, Kab 
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1 BeAioaplouv Alemannus: BeArcdpior. 

27 5¢ Alemannus: rév. Reiske assumes a considerable 
lacuna before rév, 

3 ravTn Alemannus : ravryy. 

is 5 TTA Mwpevey Alemannus: oraduwpéry. 

® kad adroy gree Capps, cf. Plato, Eryx. 397D kal gree 

avrdy: kal roy éorfet. Reiske proposed kat Tomoy cwrnpias 
eCirei, Dindorf tai Sg0s tafe: wéya, Piccolos ph 7 dvi Kear ov 


kal és abroy Bpdoee. Haury would prefer ral odmér: rap’ 
abtoy éorer. 
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maturity of eighteen years, was stillunwed. For this 
reason, when John came to Byzantium on a mission! 
from Belisarius, Germanus was forced to open 
negotiations with him concerning marriage, though 
John was much below his rank. And since the 
project pleased both of them, they decided to bind 
one another by the most terrible oaths that they 
would put forth every effort to bring about the 
alliance, inasmuch as neither one of them had any 
confidence at all in the other, the one because he 
realized that he was reaching above his rank, the 
other because he was in sore need of a son-in-law. 
The Empress, however, was beside herself, and 
resorting to every course she did not hesitate to 
bring every possible pressure to bear upon each of 
them to the end that she might put a stop to the 
negotiations. But since she was unable to convince 
either one of them, though she tried hard to intimi- 
date them, she threatened explicitly that she was 
going to destroy John. Consequently, when John 
was ‘sent back to Italy, he did not dare to meet 
Belisarius, fearing the hostility of Antonina, until 
after she had gone back to Byzantium. [or that the 
Empress had commissioned her to murder him was 
a thing which anyone might quite reasonably have 
suspected and as he weighed the character of 
Antonina, knowing well, as he did, that Belisarius 
gave in to the woman in every matter,? he came to 
feel a great fear which disturbed him much. This 
situation did, in any event, shatter the fortunes of 


ae pee VIL. xii. l and 11. 
2 Cf. Book VIT. xviii. 25. 
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1 74 Alemannus: 7a. 


2 €ér, Alemannns: ém). 
3 léyros Dindorf : févros. 
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the Romans, which even before that time had been 
standing on a single leg, and dashed them to the 
ground. 

Thus, then, the Gothic War proceeded for Beli- 
sarius. T*inally, in despair, he begged the Emperor 
that he be permitted to depart from Italy with all 
speed.t And when he found that the Emperor 
accepted his plea, he returned home immediately, 
well pleased to bid farewell to the Roman army and 
to the Italians; and he left most of the strongholds 
in the hands of the enemy and Perusia in the grip 
of a very close siege; indeed this city, while he was 
still on this journey, was captured by storm and 
experienced every form of misery, as has been 
narrated by me previously.2, And it happened that 
misfortune fell upon his own house also, as will now 
be related. 

The Empress Theodora, pressing to bring about 
the betrothal of the daughter of Belisarius to her 
grandson, kept writing constantly and_ harassing 
the parents of the girl. But they, seeking to avoid 
the proposed alliance, tried to put off the marriage 
until they should be present, and when the Empress 
summoned them to Byzantium, they pretended that 
at the moment they were unable to leave Italy. 
But she was itching to make her grandson master of 
the wealth of Belisarius, for she realized that the 
girl would be the heiress, since Belisarius had no 
other offspring; yet she had not the slightest con- 
fidence in the purpose of Antonina, and fearing that 
after she was gone Antonina would not shew herself 
faithful to her house, though she had found the Em- 


1 Cf. Book VII. xxx. 25. 
4 Book III. xxxv. 2. 
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ze Alemannus : : dvOpos. 4 lay Herwerden > -eLay. 
5 Séos 8, omilted by G. 
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press so generous at times of the greatest necessity, 
and would tear up the agreement, she performed an 
unholy deed. For she caused the young girl to live 
with the youth without any sanction of law. And 
they say that secretly she actually forced her to offer 
herself, much against her will, and thus, after the 
girl had been compromised, she arranged the w edding 
for her, to the end that the EF “mperor might not put 
a stop to her machinations. Still, when the deed 
had been accomplished, Anastasius and the girl 
found themselves held by an ardent love for one 
another, and a space of no less than eight months was 
passed in this way. But when Antonina, after the 
Empress’ death, came to Byzantium,! she purposely 
forgot the benefits which the Empress recently had 
conferred upon her, and paying no attention what- 
ever to the fact that if the girl should marry anyone 
else, her previous record would be that of a prostitute, 
she spurned the alliance with the offspring of Theodora 
and forced the child, entirely against her will, to 
abandon her beloved. And from this act she won a 
great reputation for ingratitude among all mankind, 

yet when her husband arrived, she had no difficulty 
in persuading him to share with her in this unholy 
business. Consequently the man’s character was 
openly revealed at that time. And yet, though he 
previously had given his oath to Photius and certain 
of his kinsmen, and though he utterly repudiated 
this oath, he received pardon from all the world. 

For they suspected that the cause of his faithlessness 
was not the domination of his wife, but his fear of 
the Empress. But when, after the death of Theodora? 

1 Cf, Book VIT. xxx. 25. 
2 548 a.v.; cf. Book II. xxx. 40. 
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1 $s Alemannus: és. 


1 Book IV. xxi. 1 ff. 
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which I have mentioned, he shewed no consideration 
either for Photius or for any of his other kinsmen, but 
his wife was seen to be mistress over him and Calligo- 
nus, the go-between, his master, then finally all men 
repudiated him, mocked him with busy tongues, and 
reviled him as one who had shewn himself guilty of 
sheer folly. Such, then, in a general way, to state 
the facts without concealment, were the sins com- 
mitted by Belisarius. 

Now the wrongs committed in Libya by Sergius, 
son of Bacchus, have been sufficiently described by 
me at the proper point in the narrative. This man, 
indeed, made himself chiefly responsible for the 
collapse of the Roman rule in that district, not only 
by disregarding the oaths which he had sworn on the 
Gospels to the Leuathae, but also by putting to death 
the eighty ambassadors without any justification *; 
but at this point it will be necessary to add to my 
account only that neither did these men come to 
Sergius with evil intent nor did Sergius have any 
pretext for suspicion concerning them, but he had 
bound himself by oath when he invited the men to a 
banquet and there did them to death in a shameful 
manner. As a result of this act it came about that 
Solomon and the Roman army and all the Libyans 
were destroyed. Jor on account of him, especially 
after Solomon had died in the manner related by 
me,? no one, either commander or soldier, cared to 
face the perils of war. And, most serious of all, 
John, the son of Sisinniolus, because of the hostility 


2 The slaughter of these men, ostensibly envoys of peace 
from the Moors, is explained in Book IV. xxi. as dictated by 
necessity; they were cut down by the guards of Sergius. 

3 Book IV. xxi. 28. 
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1 gyGe1 Alemannus: &xde: G. 
3 drduaxos Dindorf : &mrouaxduevos G. 
3 reOpuuuevos Alemannus: reOpvAAnuéros G, 
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which he felt towards Sergius, refused to fight} until 
Areobindus came to Libya. For Sergius was soft 
and unwarlike and he was very immature both in 
character and in years, yet he was dominated to an 
excessive degree by jealousy and a spirit of brag- 
gadocio towards all men, effeminate in his way of 
living and puffing out his cheeks with pride. But 
since he happened to have become a suitor of the 
daughter of Antonina, wife of Belisarius, the Empress 
was quite unwilling to inflict any punishment upon 
him or to discharge him from his office, though she 
saw that Libya was being most systematically ruined ; 
indeed both she and the Emperor left Solomon, the 
brother of Sergius, unpunished for the murder of 
Pegasius. Now what this incident was I shall 
straightway explain. 

When Pegasius had ransomed Solomon? from the 
Leuathae and the barbarians had gone off home, 
Solomon, in company with Pegasius, who had ran- 
somed him, and some few soldiers set out for Carthage ; 
and on this trip Pegasius, catching Solomon committing 
some wrong or other, made the remark that he ought 
to bear in mind that God had recently rescued him 
from the enemy. But he flew into a rage since he felt 
that Pegasius was reproaching him because he had 
been taken prisoner in battle and killed him out of 
hand and thus repaid the man for his rescue. And 
when Solomon came to Byzantium, the Emperor 
cleared him of the murder on the ground that he 
had slain a traitor to the Roman rule. And he 
provided him with a letter which guaranteed him 


1 Book IV. xxiii. 32. 
2 Book IY. xxii. 14 ff. 
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Lohouor oUT@ THY Tio Seabuyov emt THY esar 
do Levos mets» THY TE mar piba Kal yéVvOs TO Kara 
THY olxiay orf opevos. » 06 aro TOU BEeod Tiats 
ev rauTy Th 06@ cataraBodaa é& avOpwtrwv 
aur ov * adavitet. Ta wey odv audi Loropwvi Te 
Kab Tnyacty THOE eXopnoer. 

ers Oirives Sé avOpore* Tovotiviavos Té kal 
Ocodwpa HOTHY T pom Te Ore SuecmrucavTo Ta 


‘Popatwov Tpaywara EP@V EpKouat. A€ovros év 


Bulavtie THY avToKpaTopa apxnv EXYOVTOS, yewpryol 
veavias Tpels, ‘Trdvptol YEVOS, Zipapxos Te Kal 
AuriBiotos Kat lovotivos 6 é« Bedepeavys, mpary- 
pac évdedex ea Tara, Tots aro Ths Tmevias olor 
pax,opevor TOUT@Y Te dmarha&elovres éml TO 
oTpaTeved Oat Opynoar. Kal melh Badigovres és 
Bufavtiov eT av, oLcbpas éqt Tov @ MOV avTot 
dhépovtes, ev ais 67 AAO ovdEev OTL put SeTTUpOUS 4 

aptovs olxolev éuPeBrAnpuevor adixovto, tax- 
Oévras te év Tols oTpaTiMTixols KaTaXoyoLS 

\ > \ 3 a) , \ 4 

Bactrevs avtous és Tod LlaXatiov thy dudaxkny 
énedGEaTO. KGAXLCTOL yap ATaYTEes TA THOmaTa 
joav.- xpovw dé tatepov “Avactasiw tiv Bact- 
Aetay TaparkaBovts toAEuwos mpos TO loavpwv 
eOvos OmAXa ér avTov apapevous KATECTN. oTpa- 
TiaY TE oryou aia em avTous errepnpen, NOTED 
"Twavens nYEITO, éTlKANG LY Kupros. ovTOS 
‘Iwmavyns tov ‘Tovativoy dpaptdsos TLVOS évera év 
decpwTnpim KabelpEev, nuéog te TH értovon é& 


het g, etn G. 

airoy Alemannus: adrayv G. 

avOpénrw Reiske: av@pdrwv 

Sindpous P+ corrector, Suidas: aupovs Pt G. 
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immunity on that score. So Solomon, having escaped 
punishment in this way, gladly went to the East in 
order to see his native land and his relatives at 
home. But the punishment of God overtook him on 
this journey and removed him from the world. 
Such was the course of events touching Solomon and 
Pegasius. 

vi. Now what manner of persons Justinian and 
Theodora were and the method by which they ruined 
the Roman Empire I shall proceed to tell forthwith. 
When Leon was holding the imperial power in Byzan- 
tium, three young farmers, Illyrians by race, Zimar- 
chus, Dityvistus and Justinus from Vederiana,’ men 
who at home had to struggle incessantly against 
conditions of poverty and all its attendant ills, in an 
effort to better their condition set out to join the 
army. And they came to Byzantium, walking on 
foot and themselves carrying cloaks slung over their 
shoulders, and when they arrived they had in these 
cloaks nothing more than toasted bread which they 
had put in at home; and the Emperor enrolled them 
in the ranks of the soldiers and designated them for 
the Palace Guard. For they were all men of very 
fine figure. But at a later time Anastasius, who had 
succeeded to the royal power, became involved in a 
war against the Isaurian nation, who had taken up 
arms against him. And he sent a considerable army 
against them, commanded by John who is known as 
the Hunchback. This John had confined Justinus 
in a prison because of some offence and was on the 
point of removing him from the world on the following 


1A hamlet in Illyria “back from Epidamnus’’; cf. 
Buildings, IV. i. 17. The district, Dardania, was perhaps 
near modern Sofia. The Emperor Justinian was born there. 
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3 
avé pworav avTov aaveeiy + emedrer, El [bn TLS 


6 peTaky emiryevowevn orbes dvelpou ex@AVOED, ebn 
yap ol év oveip@ 0 oTpATHYOS evTuxely TWA 
Taupeyedn TE TO THOLa Kal TaN _kpeoow y 

7 avdpwor@ elnalea Oa. Kal TOV pév Ol emiokinyar 
peBeivar TOV avopa ovTrep abeipfas éxelyn TH 
Lea eTuyxave avTov dé Tod Darvou éEava- 
ordvra ép adoyia TY TOU ovetpov oye 70UN)- 

8 cacba. émidaBotons dé Kal érepas VUKTOS 
édoxer pév of 2 év TO Ovetpw Kal adOis THY NOywr 
AKOVELY WYTED HKNKOEL TO TPOTEPOV, éTLTEAeT AL 
b€ Ta, eTLTETA eva ove @ BeBovrdjobat. TOLTOV 

1b 5 jj p 

9- Té ol emMLaT ao ay TY TOU oveipou Ovrev aren ho ae 
peev TH aVKET TA, iy Pa) Ta ET IY YEA[EV AL Tovotn, 
ewevmely TE WS AUTOU TE TOD avOpaou Kal THs 
Evyyevetas \peos ol péya opyicOnoopéve és 
x povov TOV dra bev ein. 

10 Tore pev odv ot tws “Jovativw treptetvar EvvéB8n, 
mpotovtos d€ TOD xpovou és péeya Oupapews OUTOS 

11 ‘Tova tivos eXOPNTED. apXovra, yap avr ov "Ava- 
otactos Bacideus KATETTHTATO trav év Ladatio 
pudaKxov. émelon TE O Bacsheus é& dO pesreov 
npdviaro, autos TH THs apyhs Suva per TY Ba- 
othelav trapéraBe, TupBoyéepov je yeyouas 70n, 
apcdnros dé Yeapparav amdvrov Kab TO 61) 
Aeyouevoy avarpaBnros wv, ov ryeyovos év ye 

12 “Pwpators mpotepov totto.® eiOtopévov 8é4 
ypiupata olxeta tots BiBXrLors evTiPévae Tov 
Bactréa, doa av érayyédAorvtos avTov yivorto, 

1 dpamety Reiske: ddiew. 


2 uév of Piccolos, wey Reiske: névew MSS. 
3 rotto Haury: roiird ye. 
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day, and would have done so had not a vivid dream 
come to him in the meantime and prevented him. 
For the General declared that in a dream a certain 
person came to him, a creature of enormous size 
and in other respects too mighty to resemble a man. 
And this vision enjoined upon him to release the man 
whom he had chanced to imprison on that day; and 
John said that upon arising from sleep he paid no 
heed to the vision of his dream. But when the next 
night came on, he seemed once more in sleep to hear 
the words which he had heard before; yet even so 
he was unwilling to carry out the order. And a 
third time the vision stood over him and threatened 
him with a terrible fate if he should fail to carry out 
the instructions, and added that when he in later 
times should become exceedingly angry, he would 
have need of this man and of his family. 

So at that time it came about that Justinus was 
saved in this way, and as time went on this Justinus 
advanced to great power. For the Emperor Anasta- 
sius appointed him Commander of the Palace Guards. 
And when the Emperor departed this life, he himself, 
because of the power of his office, succeeded to the 
throne, being already an old man tottering to his 
grave, who had never learned to tell one letter from 
another, and was, as the familiar phrase has it, 
‘without the alphabet,” a thing which had never 
happened before among the Romans. And while it 
was customary for the Emperor to affix letters in 
his own hand to all documents containing the orders 
that issued from him, he was unable either to issue 





4 For eifiopévoy 5é, G’s reading, P has el@iopévov déoy and 
Suidas ef@:opévoy Se dv, 
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air os LEVTOL OUTE emaryyehnevy + ove Tois T PATC0- 
[LEVOLS Eweriatacba 2 oios Te Hv. O09 6€ Tape- 
Spevervy avT@ ELANEDY, apxnv exer ° THD Tod 
Kadovpevou KoLataT@pos Il poxdos dvopa, avTOS 
57 avTovopLe yvepen avTavra eT pacar. Oras dé 
papTuplapv TiS Bacthéas xeLpas éyorev, ols 57) 
errixect as TO Epryov TOUTO, emevonOn tase. EvAW 
elpyac weve Spaxet eycohdwpavtes popdyy tiva 
Yeawparav TETTUpWY, ATEN ‘avayvovat’> TH 
Aativov povh dvvaTas, ypadioa TE Bagi 
Barbavres, 4 Bacrreis ypadew ei@dacrn, éve- 
xeepiov7o TO Bactnret TovTm. Kal To &vXov 
ouTreEp envio Ony TO SiBrr@ évbépevor La Bopevot 
Te THSS Bactréws NELpOS, Te puiyyov psy Eup TH 
ypapiee é és TOV TETTUPOY Ypappwarov TOV TUTOD, 
és Taoas Te Tas TOU Evdou avTny meprehEay Tes 
évTopas oUTw 67) aTNANAO COVTO, TOLAaUTA Bacthéws 
ypappara Pépovtes. 

a ev appt tO “lovativm tavty ‘“Pwpaiors 
elye. yuvatkl dé dvoua Aovamexivy Evvw@xet. 
avtn d¢ dovAn Te Kal BadpBapos ovaa Tod Tpaabev 
avuTiy éwynuévouv madrAakn yéyove. Kab avTn 

\ v4 \ | / 9 \ / PS a \ , 
pev * Evy lovativy émi Biov ova pats Thy BacideLrav 
EaKEV. 

1 emary'yerrety Haury: émiyyerev. 

2 For fuverioracda: Haury would prefer tuvemiypawac dat, 
‘assume responsibility by writing”; Reiske proposed 
fuvémerOan, .e. “‘to keep up with,” or tuvedlorac Bas: 

2 ° Exer added by Haury. 

* ois on ertxerra: KraSeninnikov, ofs éwie:ta: Maltretus: 

* * erikerrat. 

5 For dvayvava: Haury would prefer avéyvwy = leyt, 

8 rhs G, Tis Tod P, 

7 For uéy Piccolos and KraSeninnikov propose uévrot, 


72 


7 


ANECDOTA vi. 12-17 


orders himself or intelligently to share in the know- 
ledge of what was being done. But the man who 
drew the lot to sit as his Counsellor, Proclus by 
name, who held the office of Quaestor,! as it is 
called, himself used to attend to all matters with 
independent judgment. Butin order that they might 
have evidence of the Emperor’s hand, those who had 
this matter in charge devised the following plan.? 
Taking a small strip of prepared wood, they cut into 
it a sort of pattern of the four letters which mean in 
the Latin tongue “I have read,” and dipping the 
pen into ink of the colour which Emperors are wont 
to use in writing, they would put it into the hand of 
this Emperor. And placing on the document the 
strip of wood which I have mentioned and grasping 
the Emperor’s hand, they moved it and the pen along 
the pattern of the four letters, causing it to follow all 
the winding lines cut in the wood, and then went their 
way, carrying that kind of writing of the Emperor. 

Such an Emperor had the Romans in Justinus. 
And he had a wife named Lupicina who. as being 
a slave and a barbarian, had been concubine of the 
man who had previously bought her. And she as 
well as Justinus attained the throne in the closing 
years of life. 


1 Cf. Book I. xi. 11. 

2 With the following description cf. the account given by 
Anon. Vales. in Chronica Minora, I. 326, of the device used 
by Theoderic: ‘* Theodoricus inlitteratus ...laminam au- 
ream iussitinterrasilem fieri quattuorlitteras ‘‘legi’’ habentem; 
unde si subscribere voluisset, posita lamina super chartam per 
eam pennam ducebat, ut subscriptio eius tantum videretur.”’ 
The word LEGI was cut in a flat strip made of gold, thus 
forming a stencil, which would serve as a guide for the imperial 
pen. 


73 


46 


18 


19 


20 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


‘lovativos ev otv ovTEe TL m™ovn pov TOUS UTN- 
Koous epyaleaOau ouTE arya ov loyver. eunDeta 
yap TONY ei NETO, dyhorros TE TAVTATACLY WY 
Kal dry poutlo pevos Hamar. aderdsoods 6 
avT@ "Tovativiavos vEOS @v éte Ot@Kelto THY 
apxny Evumacay Kal yevyove "Peopaious Euupopov 
alttos, olas TE kat boas és Tov dmavra aidva 
ovdels Trov ™ poTepoy akon eda Bev. és TE yap 

av 0 peor ov adixov povoy Kab XPNBaT OY apraryiy 
GNXOT pLoVv paora eyeopel, KaL ovodev ay AuT@ 
pupidoas moAAas €& arOpaTwy adbavis OAvan, 
KaLTEP AVT@ alTiayv ovdEepiay a pagxoperay. Kab 
purdocenv bev TOV cabertapever oucer nE&iou, 
amavra bé veoxmoby és del iOedre, KaL, TO Evpray 
elmely, meylaTos én ovTOS Av ? diapGopevs Tey ev 
KAGEOTWTWY. TOV pev ovv Rotor, aorrep ® 201 
éy tots éumt poo Bev Royous épprjOn, Kaimep émicKy- 
yarra ELS THY viv Evutracay, dvepuyov avOpwrrot 
vx Hooous ne OcoLs diadFaphvar TETUXNKEV, 1 
ovoapet Th voow AdovTes 7 TE pL'yEVOUEVOL > éqreton 
opto aravar ‘EvveBy: avopa 5é TodTov d:agv- 
yelv avepworem ye ovtTt “Pwouatw tay ravTov 
ovdevl Evynvex On, aXn domep Te ddXAO €F ovpavod 
Taos OAM TO yéveEt em ela TET OV averrapov ovdéva 
TrAvTEnas elage. TOUS meV yap exteivev © ovdevt 
Aoyw, Tos Sé Tevia payouévous adels dOrLO- 


: For kabeorapevwy, the reading of GP and Suidas aée- 
OTALEVOS, S.V., Kaberrotwy is read by Suidas s.v. veoypoty, 
eaborapever S. 

_ ty added by KraSeninnikov. 
3 dowep Heisenberg: Govrep. 
4 4 omitted in MSS. , supplied from Suidas. 
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Now Justinus did not succeed in doing his subjects 
any harm nor any good either. For he had a very 
easy-going disposition, being an altogether tongue- 
tied man and a very boorish fellow. And his nephew 
Justinian, who was still young, used to administer 
the entire government and he proved the author of 
calamities for the Romans—calamities so serious and 
so manifold that in all the history of the world 
probably no one previously had ever heard their 
equal. For he used to proceed with the lightest of 
hearts to the unjust murder of men and the seizure 
of other men’s money, and for him it was nothing that 
countless thousands of men should have been destroyed, 
though they had given him no grievance. And he 
took no thought to preserve what was established, 
but he was always wishing to make innovations in 
everything, and, to put all in a word, this man was 
an arch-destroyer of well-established institutions. 
Now the plague which was described by me in the 
previous narrative,t though it fell upon the entire 
world, was escaped by no fewer persons than those 
who chanced to be carried away, either because they 
were not taken at all by the disease or because they 
recovered when they had the fortune to be caught. 
This man, however, not one living person of the entire 
Roman world had the fortune to escape, but, like any 
other affliction from Heaven falling upon the whole 
race, he left not a single soul wholly untouched. 
For some he killed without any just cause, while 
others he left in the grip of poverty, making them 


1 Book II. xxii, xxiii. 


e mepryev dpevot P? corr., yerduevor GP1S, 
8 ferevyey Alemannus: Zerever, 
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TEpous Tov TETENEUTIKOT OD espyalero, evyouevous 
Ta mapovta opicr drartoar Gavare oiKTioTe. 
TLveV pevToL Evy Tots Xpnpact Kaul TAS sruxas 
eiNev. émrel dé ovden AY avTo povny KaTardoas 
THY ‘Popateov apxnv, AtBuns Te Kaul ‘Tradtas OUK 
GXNOU TOV évena TeTrOLIO Oat THY émLKpaTnoLy 
loxuoen * h woTe Eup Tots mpoTepoyv wd? aur 
ovat dsoréoas TOUS TAUTN avOpworous. OUT w 
yoov Sexataios Eis THY Stvapey ryervyOVasS “Apdvtiov 
TOV év Tarai evVOUX OV apxovra Evy eTEpOLS 
tTialy é& aitlas ideas é EXTELVEY, cdo ovdev TO 
avo pare eT EveYyKOY, may rye On OTL és "leodvyny 
TOV THS ToAEwWS apxvepea Oyor TLVA T POTETN 
el7rol. Kab am avrod poBhepwraros ryéryovev 
avO pwrav ATALTODV. avTiKa dé xa Beradcavoy 
TOV TUpavvoY pETeTeuaTo, o én Ta TLOTa TpO- 
Tepov brrep THS aopareias TApETXETO, diahayan 
atT@ Tav® év Xproriavols puaTnpiov. Ohiy@ TE 
Dorepov é& vrrovias avuT@ TPOTKEKPOUKOTA Evy 
TOUS emiTnOeloLs év Maratia NOy@ ovdevl dtexpr}- 
caro, Tictes obtw Sewordras eumeddca: ovdapr 
afiooas. 

C’, Tod 6é Snuov é« madatod és potpas dv0 
OteaTNKOTOS, QoTED peor év TOLS eum poo Gev Noyous 
eppndn, play AUTOS tHv Bevétwr > é ETALPLEAUEVOS, 
Ol KaL TO ™ pore pov Kater Tovoac Evy € eroyxave, 
Euyxely TE Kat fuvtapagar a aTavrTa loxvoe. Kalb 
am avutov és yovu éXety “Pwuators THv TodLTEeLaV 


> For texvoev Reiske proposed éorevoev. 
2G corr. gives cal ray. 
3 Bevérayv Dindor!: Béverov. 
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more wretched than those who had died, so that they 
implored him to resolve their present misery by a most 
pitiable death. In some cases, however, he destroyed 
both property and life. But since it was nothing for 
him to ruin the Roman Empire alone, he succeeded 
in subjugating Libya and Italy for no other reason 
than to be able to destroy the inhabitants of these 
countries along with those previously under his 
sway. Indeed, when he had been not yet ten days 
in power, he slew Amantius, Director of the Palace 
eunuchs, together with certain others for no cause 
whatever, charging the man with nothing except 
that he had spoken some hasty word against John, 
the Chief Priest of the city. And as a result of this 
conduct he became the most dreaded man in the 
world. And he immediately summoned also Vitalian, 
the usurper, having previously given him a pledge 
for his safety by sharing with him the Christian 
sacraments. Buta little later, when he was suspected 
of having given him offence, he executed him in the 
Palace together with his followers for no just cause, 
by no means consenting to honour his pledges, 
terrible as they were. 

vii. Now the populace from of old has been divided 
into two Factions, as was stated by me in the 
preceding narrative,} and he now adopted one of them, 
namely the Veneti or “Blues,’’* of whom, as it 
happened, he had previously been an enthusiastic sup- 
porter, and thus succeeded in throwing everything 
into confusion and disorder; and thereby he brought 


1 Book I. xxiv. 2. 

2 Called ‘* Veneti,’’ which is explained in Book IT. xi. 32 
as equivalent to “ Blues.’’ They wore blue (xepvAcov) as their 
colour, particularly in the hippodrome. 


77 


B 48 


cr 


10 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


TeTTONKED, ovx aT AVTES 6 ot Beverou emtamred Oar 
Th ToOUdE TOD avdpos yYowy eyvocar, GNN Soou 
gTaATLOTAL dvTEs eruryXavon. Kal avtTol pévtot 
m poiovtos On TOU Sewvow cup povéer Tato. eofav 
eivat av0 para amTavTmy. évdeecTépws yap % 
Kata THy éEovciay hwapTavoy. ov pny ovde TaDV 
Tpacivey ol oTacléraL Hovx i euevon, QvAXa Kal 
avTol em pagcov aeb Ta eycAnuara és dcov odict 
duvara eryeryovel, Kalmep KaTa povas dunveres 
KoNatouevot. Omep avTovs és TO OpacuverBau 
TOARX@ Ett pGXAov és del Hryev.2 adsxovpevoe yap 
eidBacw ¢ és atrovotav TpéTEc Oat avOpwro. TOTE 
obv tous Bevérovs avtrod?® furifovtds te Kal 
Siadaras épeOifovtos admaca Kat adxkpas 7 ‘Po- 
peatcov apxt) éxevi/On OoTEp cela pod i KaTaKhvo- 
pov emeTETOVTOS ¥ TOAEWS ExLTTNS Tpos TOV 
TONEMLOV arovons. mdvra yap év dract Euve- 
Tapax On Kab ovdev ep éauTod TO hovrroy & ewelver, 
GAN of Te vopoe Kat Oo THS TOMTELAS KOT 1.05 
Evyyuoews éruyevouerns és may tovvavtiov éya- 
pnoav. 

Kat mp@ra pév tots ctacimtais ta és* thy 
KouNv és vewTepoy Tiva peTeSéBANTO TpoToOV. 
aTreKelpovTo yao avuTny® ovdéy Omolwms Tots GNXAOLS 
‘Pwpaios. Tov perv yao pvoTaKos Kal TOD yeveiou 
ovdanh Hwrrovto, GAN avtois KaTaxopav én 
mrelotov waotep of lépcar és ael Oedov. TaY 
de éy TH Kepary tpryov Ta Eutpoclev ayxpr és 

1 rod Sexvod Alemannus: vod. 
* For és del Fryev Reiske proposed éofyer. 


3 adrod Alemannus: avrdv. 
4 For és Suidas has api. 
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the Roman State to its knees. But not all the Blues 
saw fit to follow the will of this man, but only those 
who chanced to be militant. And yet even these, as 
the evil developed, seemed to be the most temperate 
men in the world?; for their sins fell short of their 
licence to commit them. And of course the militant 
group of the Greens did not on their part remain 
quiet, but they too were constantly busy with crimes, 
as far as came within their power, although they were 
being punished continually, one at a time. Yet 
this very fact always led them on to deeds of much 
greater daring; for men, when they are unjustly 
treated, are wont to become desperate. So at this time, 
while he kept fanning the flames and manifestly stir- 
ring up the Blues, the whole Roman Empire was 
agitated from top to bottom, as if an earthquake or 
a deluge had fallen upon it, or as if each and every 
city had been captured by the enemy. For every- 
thing was thrown into confusion in every part and 
nothing thereafter remained fixed, but both the laws 
and the orderly form of the government were 
completely overturned by the confusion that ensued. 

In the first place, the mode of dressing the hair was 
changed to a rather novel style by the Factions; for 
they did not cut it at all as the other Romans did. 
For they did not touch the moustache or the beard 
at all, but they wished always to have the hair of 
these grow out very long, as the Persians do. But 
the hair of their heads they cut off in front back 

1 The expression, taken from classical poetry, is used for the 


drooping posture of the weary and almost defeated warrior. 
2 Cf. Chap. ix. 43. 


5 girty Suidas: avrol. 
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TOUS KpoTaous GTOTE}LOMEVOL ta é6micGev atro- 
xpépacbas ohiow eri paxporaror* oye ovoevi 
elo, OoTEp ol Maccayeras. 620 67) Kal Ovvysxcy 
TO TOLOUTOY ? ELdo0s EXaXOUP. 

"Ereita 6€ Ta és Ta (waTla evTrdpudo: jEtour 
ATAVTES EVAL, KOMTWOETTEPAY 7) KATA THY éExac- 
TOU afiay evdrduc Kopevor THY eo Ora. KTaaOat 
yap autos TA Toradra e& ov 7 POONKOVT@Y ma phy. 
TOD oe xuTavos TO andl Tw xetpe pepos * TQ [ev 
és TOV KapTroVv Evy yet odiow éy oTEVvV@ padtora,! 
Ta O€ evdevoe axpt és @ mov éxarepov és aparov 
TL eUpous dtexeYUTO XPHpa. oo dks TE 7 xelp 
avTois wEloLTo avaBodory € év TOUS Jedrpous TE KAI 
(mtrodpoptoss, 7) éyKxeAevopevois, Hep e6wOes, és 
ivos autois TodTO TO pépos aTEeXVas YpeTo, 
alcOnaw twapeyopuevov tois® avontots STs dy 
autTois oUTw KaAov Te TO Gaya Kal adpov eln 
av dote Oely ye avTOLS TPOS TOV TOLOVTMY LMaTioV 
KarumredGat, ove évvoovaty OTL on AUTOLS TO TIS 
éaO ros jparw mere ° TE Kal KEVO TOAN® ETL 
paddov TO TOU TOMATOS é£itndov breheyyy Bein.” 
ai émropides dé Kal avatupioes Kab TOY vmodn- 
HaToY Ta TrELoTA &s TOV OdvywY TO TE dvoLa 
Kal TOV TpoTOY aTeKéKpLTO ohio. 

‘Eovdnpopopour dé vUKTWP pev TO TPOTA éx 
TOU enpavods Gm avTes oxedov, év 6é ye TMEPY 
Expidea Tapa Tov unpov dictopa ® bro TO (mari 
atokpuwapevot, Evriotapevol TE KATA TULpOpias 


em! paxpdtarov omitted by MSS. , supplied from Suidas. 
For rotottov Suidas has abd. 

avrots after HEpos deleted by Alemannus. 

dAwora 8 : uddicra 6€ GP, Reiske proposed pddrrra 84. 
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to the temples, leaving the part behind to hang 
down to a very great length in a senseless fashion, 
just as the Massagetae do. Indeed for this reason 
they used to call this the “ Hunnic”’ fashion. 

In the second place, as to fashions in dress, they all 
insisted on being well clad in fine garments, clothing 
themselves in raiment too pretentious for their 
individual rank. Tor they were enabled to acquire 
such clothing from stolen funds. And the part of the 
tunic which covered the arms was gathered by them 
very closely about the wrist, while fi om thereto each 
shoulder it billowed out to an ineredible breadth. And 
as often as their arms were waved about, cither as they 
shouted in the theatres and hippodromes, or urged 
men on to victory in the customary manner, this 
part of their garments would actually soar aloft, 
causing the foolish to suppose that their bodies must 
be so fine and sturdy that they must needs be covered 
by such garments. not taking into consideration the 
fact that by the loosely woven and empty garment 
the meagreness much rather than the sturdiness of 
their bodies was demonstrated. Also their cloaks and 
their drawers and especially their shoes, as regards 
both name and fashion, were classed as “‘ Hunnic.”’ 

Now at first practically all of them carried weapons 
openly at night, but in the day-time they concealed 
small two-edged swords along the thigh under their 
mantle, and they gathered in groups as soon as 





5 roUTa . . . mapexduevoy Trois omitted by MSS, supplied 
from Suidas 
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emerdav Fvexorato:, éXwmToOUTOUY TOUS érrlEeLKEa- 
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dptayn Kal KTeivety n&touy, OT WS pndevl Ta 
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éhecT@ans a pxhs ‘yevoperns én pear 70 TOY 
dvipav Opacos és aet PETO. apaptia yao 
mappnotas afiwbetoa én” dretpov pépecrbar 
TEPUKED, émel Kal Koralopeva Ta eyxKAnuaTa 
pire OvK és TO Tavrenes aroxontecbat.t puoes 
yap ol TAGLOTOL €$ TO GuapTdvey edTETaS TPE- 
TOVTAL. 

Ta pev odv TOY Bevérwy epéepero THOE. TaV oe 
GVTLOTATLOTOV ot pev és THY éxelvov amréxXLVvov 
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it became dark and would waylay men of the better 
classes both in the market-place at large and in the 
alleys, robbing their victims of their clothing and their 
girdles and gold brooches and whatever besides they 
might have in their hands. And some they saw fit to 
kill as well as to rob, to keep them from carrying word 
to anyone of what had befallen them. Now these 
performances outraged everyone and_ particularly 
the partisans of the Blue Faction who were not 
militant, for not even they remained immune. The 
result of this was that thereafter most men used 
girdles and brooches of bronze and mantles much 
inferior to their station, in order that they might not 
be destroyed by their love of beautiful ‘things, and 
even before the sun had set they would w ithdraw 
into their houses and remain out of sight. And 
as the evil continued and no attention was paid to 
the offenders by the city Government, the boldness 
of these men kept steadily rising to a great height. 
For when wrongdoing is accorded full licence. it 
naturally goes beyond all bounds, since even such 
crimes as are punished are usually not completely 
eradicated; for by nature most men turn readily 
to sin. 

Such were the fortunes of the Blues. And of the 
partisans of the opposing side, some swung over to 
their faction through an eagerness to have a hand in 
committing offences without incurring punishment, 
while others took to flight and were lost to sight in 
other lands; many also who were caught there in the 





5 tuvauapravovtas undopov Piccolos: tuvayaprazovros dimou. 
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KatahapBavopevol dep eipovto TOS TOY évay- 
tTLov 7 ™ pos THS apXTs Kohabopevot. Kal arXot 
Sé veaviat modo és5 TAUTNY én Tn éraipiay 
Euvéppeov ovden@moTe mpoTepov mepl TAaUTa 
éoTovoaKkoTES, ANNA Ouvdpews TE Kal DB pews 
eEoucig evraita VY MEV OL. ov yep eorLy ovdev 
piagLa vo dvO pam wv @vOLAT HEvov Omrep ovy 
nyeapt On Te €Y TOVTM TO xpov Kab Tepopias 
€xTOS cnewve. TP@TOV [Lev oy opav Tous avi 
atacwwtas d1ébGepov, Tpoiovres dé Kal Tovs 
oudey T poo KEK povkoTas avTtois EKTELVOV." TONAL 
6é Kal NpnwagLY AUTOUS dvamelaavres GTré- 
SeLKVUOY TOUS operepous exOpous, ovoTrep exetou 
dtex p@vTo evdus ovopa. jev IIpacivey avrois 
ET EVEYKOVTES, ayvOTas 6g hice Tavtanaaty 
dvTas. Kal Tadra ove €v okoTw Tt ovd? épv 
TrapaBver eyéveTo, aX’ év amace pev THs 
NLLEpas Kawpots, év éxdot@ 6€ THS TONEWS XOPYs 
avopaot Tois Roryepeor does TOV Tpaccouevory, 
dv ovTw TUYoL, éV opFarpois GVTOV. ovden yap 
ETLRANUT TELD ed€ovT0 TA eyYKANUATA, ETTEL TOL 
QUTOLS OUK eTEKELTO KOAATEWS 6€0s, anna Tes 
T pooiy Kal pirotiutas akiwcts, tax vos Te Kal 
dvdpetas éumoovpévors érrideréw 61 On Thynyn 
Jud TOV Tia TapaTeTTT@KOTOY yU_VOV ExTELVOY, 
éxmis Te ovdert Tob ere Biocec Oar év TO THS 
d1aiTns oparep@ ejeve, TAVTES yap. eyweia Bau 
odion TOV Gavarov TO mepuoecis eivar t UTwmTEVoy, 
Kal oUTE TOTS TUS oxXUpos ove KaLpos eX eyyuos 
Tie és THY owTnpiay edokev eivar, érel KdV TOTS 
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city were destroyed by their opponents or were 
put to death as a punishment by the Government. 
Many young men also flocked to this association, 
men who previously had never taken an interest in 
these affairs, but were now drawn to it by the lure of 
power and the opportunity for wanton insolence. 
For there is no unholy act which bears a name among 
men which was not committed during this period and 
remained without punishment. Now at first they 
were destroying their rival partisans, but as time 
went on they began to slay also those who had given 
them no offence at all. Many too won them over by 
bribes and then pointed out their own personal 
enemies, and these they would destroy immediately, 
attributing to them the name of Greens, though they 
were in fact altogether unknown to them. And 
these things took place no longer in darkness or 
concealment, but at all hours of the day and in every 
part of the city, the crimes being committed, it 
might well be, before the eyes of the most notable 
men. For the wrongdoers had no need to conceal 
their crimes, for no dread of punishment lay upon 
them, nay, there even grew up a sort of zest for com- 
petitions among them, since they got up exhibitions 
of strength and manliness, in which they shewed that 
with a single blow they could kill any unarmed man 
who fell in their way, and no man longer dared to 
hope that he would survive among the perilous 
circumstances of daily life. For all suspected, be- 
cause of their great fear, that death was pressing 
close upon them, and neither did any place seem to 
be safe nor any time to offer a guarantee of safety to 
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TOV (Ep@Vv TLuLLwWTATOLS kav * Tals Tavnyupect 
oye ovdevt OvePO et povTo, TLOTLS TE oudeia, Tpos 
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Kadectoon HEVTOL Es GN G Kad exdorny Té 
éueBoutvy Kat cel apKouevyn. TeV Te apNovt ov 

i yvadpat WOTTED cemen day waves EWKETAD, évos 
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pevor yooces > ras Wagous edidocav ovy ym ep 
avrois eddxet SiKatd Te Kab YO pt ja, ela, arn’ 
women Tov diadepouévayv Exdotm Ta ex TOV 
oTactwTap ® open) TE Kal ira _érbyxaven 
évTa. OikaaTh yap _Ody@pneor. Ths éxelvav 
TPOPPHaEwWS Gavaros 9 n Cnpta eT EKELTO. 

Kal moadol pév daverotal Ta Ypaumareta TOUS 
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any man, because men were being killed even in the 
most honoured of the sanctuaries and at the public 
festivals for no reason, and no confidence remained 
in either friends or relatives. For many were being 
killed through the treachery of those most closely 
akin to them. 

No investigation, however, of the crimes which had 
been committed took place. But the calamity in all 
eases fell unexpectedly and no one would try to 
avenge the fallen. And in no law or contract was 
there left any effective power resting upon the security 
of the existing order, but everything was turned to a 
reign of increasing violence and confusion, and the 
Government resembled a tyranny, yet not a tyranny 
that had become established, but one rather that was 
changing every day and constantly beginning again. 
And the decisions of the magistrates seemed like 
those of terrified men whose minds were enslaved 
through fear of a single man; and those who sat in 
judgment, in rendering their decisions on the points 
in dispute, gave their verdicts, not as seemed to them 
just and lawful, but according as each of the dis- 
putants had hostile or friendly relations with the 
Factions. For should any judge have disregarded 
the instructions of these men, the penalty of death 
hung imminently over him. 

And many money-lenders were forced through sheer 
compulsion to restore to their debtors their contracts 
without having received back any part of their loan, 
and many persons not at all willingly set their slaves 
free. And they say that certain women were forced 
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yuvaikds Tivas TOAXKa! wy ovK eBovroVTO Tos 
avT av dovAoLs avaykac Bhar, non é Kal T aides 
OvUK agave avopav TovTots 61) Tots veartals 
dvapux Gevtes TOUS TaTépas nudynatov GArAa Te 
mora ovTL eOeXoucious ToLely Kal TA Xn LAT a, 
chiar mpotea Gan. TOANOL 6 Kal GKOvTLOL 
m aides Tols oTactwrals és KoLT HY avootap OUK 
dyvoouvtwy nvayxiacbnoav Tov Tatépwy érbeiv. 
Kat yuvarel pévtoe avdpdat Evvotxovaas Tavtov 
TodTO EvvéBn madeivy. kat Néyetas yuvn pia” 
Koo Mov meptBeSrnuevn TONUY m7 ety _peV Evy TO 
avdpi emt Tb mpodareLoy THY év TH avTiTepas 
HT EPO, _evTUX Ov TOY de odtow év TO Cea TAD 
TOUTM TOV TTACLWTOY KAL TOU jEeV dv 8 pos aur ny 
Evy amethh agdatpoupévay és 66 aKkaTov Thy 
oixetavy éuBiBacavtwv, écedOeiy pev és THY 
axatov Evy Tots veaviats, éyKedkevoapéevn? TO 
avdpt AdOpa adrArAA Oapoety Te Kal pndev err 
ath deduevar Paddrov' ov yap Tt EvpBicecGar és 
TO TMA avTH UBpicOHvai. Ets b€ TOD avdpos 
Evy meévier weyarw és avtiy Br€rovros é¢ TE THY 
Oaraccav KaGeivat TO gOua Kal aUTiKa pdra 
é& avOpwrav adarvicd hvas. 

Toradta pév hv Ta ToUTOLS 67 TOTE TOLS TTATLO- 
TALS év Bufavtio TETONMN HEV. hooov dé ravta 
TOUS TApaTETT@KOTAS nvea i) TH TpOS ‘Tova te- 
veavod és THY TOALTELaY 8 apaprnbevra, émel Tots 
Tapa TOY KaKoupyav 5 arerrovodct Ta Xaherarare 
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éuBdons avias 70 wpocdoKxady adel THY mpos TOV 


+ For woaAd& Reiske proposed apbs woAAd. Haury proposed 
apata: after éBovdAovro. 


ANECDOTA vii. 34-39 


by their own slaves to many acts that were sore 
against their will. And already the sons of men of 
high station, having mingled with these lawless 
youths, were compelling their fathers to do much 
against their will and in particular to deliver over 
their money to them. And many unwilling boys 
were compelled to enter into unholy intercourse 
with the Factionists, with the full knowledge of their 
fathers. And women, too, while living with “husbands, 
had to submit to this same treatment. And it is 
said that one woman, dressed in elegant fashion, was 
crossing with her husband to some suburb on the oppo- 
site mainland; and in the course of this crossing they 
were met by some of the Factionists, who tore her 
from her husband with a threat and placed her in 
their own boat; and as she entered the boat with the 
young men, she stealthily urged her husband to be of 
good courage and to fear no harm for her; for, she 
said, she would not suffer any outrage to her person. 
And even while her husband looked upon her in 
great sorrow, she threw herself into the sea and 
straightway vanished from among men. 

Such, then, was the outrageous conduct of the 
Factionists at this time in Byzantium. Yet these 
things distressed the victims less than the wrongs 
committed by Justinian against the State, for in 
the case of those who have suffered the cruelest 
treatment at the hands of malefactors, the greatest 
part of the distress arising from a state of political 
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vopoov Te KaL THS apyis Tic: é€v yap 7 ™ pos 
Ta péeddovTa even Loes eval paov TE Kal aTrove- 
TEpov Ta Ta porta, pion Pépovary avd pwr ot, 
Brafopevos dé pos THs TH TohuTEla epertaans 
apx7s Tols TE fupmecovaw ETL padrov, @S TO 
elKOs, Teplaryoval Kal és THY amoyvacw TO 
dmpoadoxyt@ THs TLpeoplas és ael TpeTovTal. 
Hpaprave 6é ovx OTL povov poo roveta Oat TOUS 
KAKOUMEVOUS Hetora Oenev, GNX’ OTL TooaTaTns 
TOV CTATLWTOY ex TOU eupavods * Kabiotacbat 
ovdaps anngtov: xpypara TE yap peydra TOUS 
veaviaes TOUTOLS TpoisTo, kal Tohhovs pev up’ 
avTOV eiXe, Tivas dé avTay és TE TAS aDYyas Kal Ta 
ahha GEvomata Karey éOLKalov. 

” Tadra pev ovv év TE Bulavrip eT paTTeTa 
Kal TOL EXAOTN. Borep yap Go TE voona 
évOévde ap&dpevoy TO KaKOV TAVTAXA érécxn we 
THS ‘Peopater axis Bactrel dé TOV mpac co 
pEevOV KUT OL Ewedey, érrel ovde Tis aicOnats TO 
dvOpoTro eyevero, KabTrep avTorTn Tov" dpw- 
péveov év TOUS immodpoploss a deb ‘YWOpere. anlbuds 
Te yup VTEPPUAS 4 Kal voles dvm éudepis 
padtora Ka olos TO TOV Narevov Exxovte érecOai,4 
ouxya ol TELOMEVOOY TOV TOD, ‘Tove tiviavos 
TaUTU TE empacce Kat EvpravtTa taddda éxvca. 
damep emeloy TAXLOTA éemehaSero THs TOD Oeiov 
apyys, XenLar a, yey Ta Onwon ue ev0us Karava- 
Noo KOTUm OvdEVL Ev aTOVOH Eiyev ATE avTaD 
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disorder is removed by the constant expectation of 
punishment to be exacted by the laws and the 
Government. For in their confident hope of the 
future men bear their present ills more lightly and 
easily, but when treated with violence by the power 
in control of the State, they naturally grieve over . 
their misfortunes the more and are constantly driven 
to despair by the fact that punishment is not to be 
expected. And Justinian offended not alone in that 
he refused absolutely to champion the cause of the 
wronged, but also because he did not object at all to 
making himself the avowed protector of the Fac- 
tionists ; for he kept issuing great sums of money to 
these youths, and retained many of them about his 
own person, and some of them he even saw fit to 
summon to the magistracies and to other stations of 
honour. 

viii. These things, then, were being enacted both 
in Byzantium and in every other city. For the evil, 
like any other malady, beginning there fell like a 
scourge upon every part of the Roman Empire. 
But the Emperor Justinus paid not the slightest 
heed to what was passing, for he, in fact, had no power 
of perception at all, though he was an eye-witness at 
all times of what was being done in the hippodromes. 
For he was extraordinarily simple-minded and ex- 
ceedingly like a stupid donkey, inclined to follow the 
man. who pulls the rein, his ears waving steadily the 
while. And Justinian was not only doing the things 
described but was also throwing everything else 
into confusion. Indeed, as soon as this man laid 
hold of the Government of his uncle, he straightway 
was eager to squander the public funds with complete 
recklessness, seeing he had become master of them. 
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pny Sodvas THD oleny® ErEpoe dé ywpiwy ov déov 
Tous TéXasS TLVOY, Av OUTH TUXOL, apdia Bntobvtes, 
emel caradiacrfoacdas TOV AVTLOLKOV ovdapi 
etXov TOU vouov opiow aVTLOTATODVTOS, oi o€ 
TouTots 61 Tots avTiNeyouevors avr ov Sapna a- 
pEVvoL amnrddo covTo, avtol pev* Kaper atnpiw 
KepddvarTes TO YVMpLLoL cysryovevat 7@ dvdph 
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rav avridteov i loxyvoavres. 
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For he kept squandering very great sums for service to 
the State on those of the Huns who chanced from time 
to time to meet him; and as a result of this the land 
of the Romans came to be exposed to frequent 
inroads. For when once these barbarians had tasted 
the wealth of the Romans, they could no longer keep 
away from the road leading to Byzantium. 

He also saw fit to throw much money into certain 
buildings along the sea, seeking to put constraint 
upon the incessant surge of the waves. For he kept 
moving outward from the beach by piling up stones, 
being determined to compete with the wash of the 
sea, and, as it were, seeking to rival the strength of 
the sea by the sheer power of wealth. And he 
gathered into his hands the private property of every 
Roman in the whole world, charging some of them 
with some crime or other which they had not com- 
mitted, and in the case of others deluding their minds 
with the idea that they had made him a present. 
And many who had been convicted of murder and 
other such crimes handed over to him their entire 
fortunes and thus escaped paying the penalty for 
their misdeeds; and others who might, for instance, 
be urging against their neighbours a claim to certain 
lands to which they had no right, finding themselves 
unable, because the law was against them, to secure 
a judgment against their adversaries by arbitration, 
simply bestowed this disputed property upon the 
Emperor and so were free of the business, thus 
winning for themselves, by a gift which cost them 
nothing, an acquaintance with this man, and having 
succeeded by most illegal means in getting the 
better of their opponents at law. 
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Ovx daro 88 Katpod Hyodmas elvas Kai TO etdos 
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Bounijs pnde évoua TOU Bactréws TOUTOU év 
ypdppacivy evar pnd elKova qerivacdy avrod 
Siacwber Oar. TO Té yoUV ovo pa TobTo TavTaxoce 
emt Tov THs “‘Pouns ypauudtwv Kab el mov adr 
TOUTO ryeypag ba EvveBn exexohampevor * iSeiv 
peragu TOV ANNOY Taper re povor, Kat TLS avuTov 
etka ovdaun patverar ovoa, THis ‘Po uatwv apy As, 
OTL pn Karey pia €& aitias Totdode. Hv 7@ 
Aouetiave yun) eAevOéptos Kat ANOS Koo Ma, 
Kat ovTe® avTn KaKOY TL OvOéVA ElpyadoaTo THTOTE 
TOV TavToV avoparav, oUTE? Tis AUTH THY TOU 
avdpos mpdtewy ipecxe. Siomep avtny dyapv 

1 Gv@p@mou GP, dvapds S. 

2 éxrexodasuévoy Alemannus: é@yxexoAacnévoyv G, eyxexoAau- 


pévoy PS, 
3 o're ... ore KraBeninnikov: ovdé ... ovdé. 


1 An unsubstantiated report. According to Suetonius, 
Domitian’s body was cremated by his faithful nurse. See 
Appendix III. 

2 Suetonius, xxiii, records that ‘‘ memoriae damnatio 
was decreed by the Senate against Domitian, also *‘ eradendos 
ubique titulos abolendamque omnem memoriam.” 
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And I think it not inappropriate to describe the 
appearance of this man. He was neither tall in 
stature nor particularly short, but of a medium height, 
yet not thin but slightly fleshy, and his face was round 
and not uncomely; for his complexion remained 
ruddy even after two days of fasting. But that I 
may describe his appearance as a whole in few words, 
I would say that he resembled Domitian, son of 
Vespasian, very closely, an Emperor who so im- 
pressed the Romans who suffered under him that even 
after they had chopped his whole body into pieces 
they felt that they had not satisfied their rage against 
him,! but through a decree of the Senate ? determined 
that not even the name of this Emperor should 
appear on documents nor any likeness of him what- 
soever be preserved? His name, at any rate, 
everywhere in the inscriptions in Rome and wherever 
else it chanced to have been carved has been chiselled 
out, this name alone among all the others, as the 
observer may see, and not a single statue of him is 
to be seen anywhere throughout the Roman Empire, 
with the exception of one bronze statue, accounted 
for as follows.4 Domitian had a wife® of noble 
character and discreet, and neither had she herself 
ever harmed any man in the world nor was she pleased 
at all with any of the actions of her husband. Conse- 


The decree was only partially effective; the features of 
Domitian are known from coins and from a limited number 
of statues. 

4 It is a fact that only one inscription of Domitian’s reign 
has come down to us from the city of Rome (C.I.L. VI. 932), 
though many have been found in the provinces. Gibbon (4th 
ed. Bury, Vol. IV, p. 430 note) frankly characterizes as foolish 
the belief of Procopius that only one bust of this Emperor 
survived to the sixth century. 

5 Domitia Longina. She was the divorced wife of Actius 


Lamia. 
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drycrrr eo Lev nV 1) Boury TOTE peTatreunrawevn ai- 
Teta Gat 6 Tl av aura Bovropevy ein éxédevev. 
 6€ TOUTO wovoy ikéteve, TO TE AopeTLavod capa 
AaBodoa Gaya Kal pilav atT@ avaGelvas eixova 
yarahv, dor av €Oérot. Kal 7 per Bovdrr 
Euveywpe. tadta: 7 6€ yun THs atravOpwrias 
TOV TOV dvdpa KpEeoupynoavTwy aTrodeirrac? 
Bovropern pynuela TO OricGev yYpovw érrevoes 
TUE. TO Aopetiavod EvhdeFa mer K pea, Eur. 
Ociod Te avTa és TO axpiBes Kal evap Loca pevrn és 
aXMnra KaTéppare per 70 copa ONO, TOES dé 
TAACTALS évberEa ern) dy eixove Xareh TO mTados 
aroptpmeioGat TodTo éxéXevev. of pev ovv TEXpi- 
Tat thv eixova evOrs éroiovv. RaBodaa be 7 
yurn éoTnoe ert TAS és To Kamer@dtov pepovens 
avooou év be&id éx THS aryopas éytav0a tovtt, 
100s TE TO Aoperiavoi Kal TO 7 aOos Sndotoay 
és TO0E TOU Xpovor. elk do LEY dy Tes TO TE ado 
‘love timtavod ot [0 Kal THY orev avr ny Ka Te 
TOU T por@mou dravta On év tavTn TH eiKove 
drahavers Elva, 

To Bey ovy eL60S ToLODTOS Tis Av Tov O€ TpoTrov 
és [ev 70 ax pres ouK av bpac are. Hy 1ap 
oUTOS aVnp KaKkouUpyos TE Kal eUTAapayoryos, Ov 
67 pwpoxakonOn Karovow, ovTe avTos aAN- 
OcGouevos tols évTuyxavovow, AAG vO SorEep@ 
QATAVTA €$ Gel Kal EYOV Kal TPATTMY, Kal TOS 
éEavatady éOé\ovcoiv aroxeipevos ovdevi TOV. 

1 ris Alemannus: ras. 
* @rovetwa: Alemannus: dmaretWau. 


1 No such statue has been found. The original and fairly 
accurate reports of Domitian’s reign would seem to have 
given rise to a saga of horrors. 
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quently she was dearly beloved, and the Senate at 
that time summoned her and bade her ask whatever 
she wished. And she begged only this, that she 
might take the body of Domitian and bury it and that 
she might set up one bronze statue to him wherever 
she wished. And the Senate conceded this. And the 
woman, wishing to leave to future ages a memorial 
of the inhumanity of those who had butchered her 
husband, contrived the following. Collecting the 
flesh of Domitian, and putting the pieces accurately 
together and fitting them one to the other, she sewed 
up the whole body; then, displaying it to the sculp- 
tors, she bade them represent in a bronze statue the 
fate which had befallen her husband. So the artists 
straightway made the statue. The woman then took 
it and set it up in the street leading up to the Capitol, 
on the right as one ascends thither from the Forum, 
and it shews both the features and the fate of Domi- 
tian, even to the present day.t And one might 
hazard a guess that the body of Justinian in general 
and particularly the face and all the characteristic 
features of his countenance are clearly embodied 
in this statue. 

Such was Justinian in appearance ; but his character 
I could not accurately describe. For this man was 
both an evil-doer and easily led into evil, the sort 
of a person whom they call a moral pervert,” never of 
his own accord speaking the truth to those with whom 
he conversed, but having a deceitful and crafty intent 
behind every word and action, and at the same time 
exposing himself, an easy prey, to those who wished 
to deceive him. And a certain unusual mixture had 


2 The Greek word indicates a combination of folly and 
wickedness. 
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Kal tis anOns Kpacis év avT@ émeduxe Ex Te 
dvotas Kal kaxorTpoTias EvyKeK papery. Kal Taxa 
TOUTO HY o7rep év TOls avw KXpovols TaV Tus €k 
Tob TepeTraTou prrocopev am ep Oey Earo, @S Kal 
Ta evavTLaTara éy avO pwtrou pvoet EvuBaiver 
eival, WOTED EV TOV Xpomarav TH pl&e. ypapa 
pévrou Ov pot égixéatar ov® duvarov yéeyoven. 
Av totvuy o PBaairedls ovtTos elpwy, Sorepds, 
KATATAATTOS, TKOTLOS OpynV, SuTrAOds, av0 pwrros 
deLvos, roxpivacbae qepnny TEAEWTATOS,® Kal 
Sdxpua oux ud’ 7 doviis TLVOS 7 mabous Cupepar, 
a) Teyvat@y ért eaLpou Kara TO THS xpelas 
Ta pov, reudouevos és del, OUK ElKA pevToL, GNXa 
Kal ypappata Kat bpKovs Setvotatovs él toils 
EuyKetpévols Tremounpévos, Kat TAUTA 70s TOUS 
KATNKOOUS TOUS avtob. dveX@pel dé TOY TE 
Loon weveov ea Guo woo every evdus, OomEp 
TOV avdparrodov Ta Yelptota, déet Toy eyicerpe- 
vor otot Bacavwv Si@pota és THY OpoXoyiav 
ny HEDa. piros aBéBaros, ex O pos dom oveos, doveav 
Te Kal XPNLaT ov Oud upos épacrns, dvcepis 7é 
real VEMTEPOTOLOS Hadora, é> pev Ta Kaka 
evTapayeryos, és dé Ta aryaba ovdeud Eup Bourg * 
HKODV,? em vono ae pev TO gavha Kal eTUTENES At 
ots, THY 66 67 ayabay Kal avTny mov THY aKonY 
Ghpupap elvat ovouevos. Tas av tts TaV lovaTi- 
piavov tpoTev épixécbat TO Oyo SuvaTtos ely ; 
TADTA Te Kal TWOAAG ETL peilwo Kaxad ov KATH 


1 » Evol GP, rotvuy 8. 
ov added by Haury, cf See 27. 
3 Reiske proposed “Beds iroxplvacba: yvauny Tehewrdrws 
(reAewTara Kraseninnikov) ‘‘clever at acting out in the 
most perfect fashion an opinion which he pretended to hold.” 
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developed in him, compounded of both folly and 
wickedness. And possibly this illustrated a saying 
uttered by one of the Peripatetic philosophers in 

earlier times, to the effect that the most opposite 
elements are found in man’s nature, just as in mixed 
colours. (I am now writing. however, of matters in 
which I have not been able to attain competency.) 
But to resume, this Emperor was insincere, crafty, 
hypocritical, dissembling his anger, double- -dealing, 
clever, a perfect artist in acting out an opinion which 
he pretended to hold, and even able to produce tears, 
not from joy or sorrow, but contriving them for the 
occasion according to the need of the moment, 
always playing false, yet not carelessly but adding 
both his signature and the most terrible oaths to 
bind his agreements, and that too in dealing with his 
own subjects. But he departed straightway from 
his agreements and his oaths, just like the vilest 
slaves, who, through fear of the tortures hanging over 
them, are iduced to make confession of acts which 
they had denied on oath. He was a fickle friend, 
a truceless enemy, an ardent devotee of assassination 
and of robbery, quarrelsome and an inveterate 
innovator, easily led astray into wrong, but influenced 
by no counsel to adopt the right, keen to conceive 
and to execute base designs, but looking upon even 
the hearing about good things as distasteful. How 
could any man be competent to describe adequately 
the character of Justinian? These faults and many 
others still greater he manifestly possessed to a 


1 Cf. Book IIT. x. 25. 





* tuuBovdf PS, fuuBoay G. 
5 Reiske proposed ek vy for ijkKwy, 
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av pw mov eyov epaivero, GANG maoay n vats 
COOKEL TID KaKoTpoTriay aero men TOUS addous 
avo porous éy TH Tobe TOU avopos xatabeabar 
wuy7y. tv Oe mpos Tots addoes és pev TAS 
Sia8odas edxodos ayay,* és 6€ Tas TYwpias o&vs. 
ov yap TL TWTOTE Cvepevv no apuevos exptven, aXXr 
GKOUGAaS TOD d:aBadrovtos Tp yvooiw evlus 
efeveyxety eyvo. eypage TEé pd ewara ovdemeg 
OKVIC EL, Xeplov TE GAwoets Kal TONEwY eum pno- 
ous Kab OXwWY eOvav dviparrodia Lous é& aitias 
ovdemlas Eyovta. Wate él TIS dvwbev GnavTa Ta 
2 
avta toutow éGédo1,? doxet pour Av TAEiw hovov 
eupéc Oar avo porrav 1 pos T0b avopos Tovde 
Eup Barra 7 ) ev TO GAN TavTi aleve yeyevjobat 
TETUNIKE, TaV Oé éddov 4 XPNHaT OY és ev 
tThv avata@ntoy® KTHow GOKVOTATOS Avs ovee 
yap ovde oxnrrey HEiov Ta Tapatéracua TOU 
dtxatou mpoBeBrAnpéevos THY Ov TWpoTnKOYTwY 
émiBatevery’ yevoudrwy Oé oixetmy EéToLm“oTATOS 
hv aroyiotm piroTinia wepippovety re Kalb Tots 
BapSapos mpoterGas® ovdevi Aoyo. Kab TO 
Evutray eirely, XPNMAT A ove avTos elev ouTE 
GNNOV TLVG exelv TOD amravtTey ela, @omEp ov 
peroxpnuatias 17 F LEVOS, anra dbovw és TOUS 
TavTa™ KexTnwévous éyopuevos. é€ouxicas® ob 
yay Alemannus: aay GP, aaas S. 

aytionrooy Alemannus: dyrionkar. 

éG€ror PS, e6éAer G. 

Haury would prefer a\Aorplwy for &AAwy. 

avalaxuvroy proposed by KraSeninnikov for dvatc @nrov, 


mpoter bau GS, mpocleaba: P. ? radta GP, ravra S. 
eLouioas GP, éfouidoas 8. 
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degree not in accord with human nature. On 
the contrary, Nature seemed to have removed all 
baseness from the rest of mankind and to have 
concentrated it in the soul of this man. And in 
addition to his other shortcomings, while he was very 
easy-going as to lending an ear to slanders, yet he was 
severe as to inflicting punishment. Tor he never 
paused for a thorough investigation before reaching 
a decision, but straightway upon hearing what the 
slanderer said, he would make his decision and order 
it published. And he did not hesitate to write 
orders that called for the capture of towns and the 
burning of cities and the enslavement of whole 
peoples, for no reason whatever. Consequently, if 
one should care to estimate all the misfortunes which 
have befallen the Romans from the earliest times and 
then to balance against them those of the present day, 
it seems to me that he would find a greater slaughter 
of human beings to have been perpetrated by this 
man than has come to pass in all the preceding time. 
And while he had no scruples whatever against the 
quiet acquisition of other men’s money—for he 
never even made any excuse, putting forward justice 
as a screen in trespassing upon things which did 
not belong to him—yet when once these had be- 
come his own, he was perfectly ready to shew 
his contempt for the money, with a prodigality 
in which there was no trace of calculation, and 
for no reason at all to fling it away to the bar- 
barians. And, to sum up the whole matter, he 
neither had any money himself, nor would he allow 
anyone else in the world to have it, as though he 
were not a victim of avarice, but simply consumed 
by envy of those who possessed money. Conse- 
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paota Tov 7 hovTov ex ‘Pwopaioyv THs ys merias 
Snpcoupryos aTact yeyover. 

6’. “lovetiviavd péev ovv Ta és Tov TpoTrov 
boa rye neds. Sivacdat ppacar THOE TY eixev. 
eynuE be yuvaiKa, 4) OvTiVa TpOTrOV evo penny TE 
Kat tpabelca kal rade TO avl pore és ya pov 
Evvadletoa mpoppibov ‘Papatous THY TrohuTelav 
ebér piper, ery @ onhocw. "AKAKLOS mv Tus év 
Bulavti@ A nproxopos TOV é€v eUyIyEates Onpiwv 
Hoipas Upaciver, é OvTEp apKrorpodov * Kadovou. 
ovToS 0 dv7p ‘Avactactou THY avToxpaTopa, 
apKnv EXOVTOS eTeheUTNGE voo@ Talowy ol utro- 
Aeherppeveov Tpeay OnrE0S ryevous, Koyurods TE 
Kat Beoddpas cal ‘Avacracias, @ ovmTEp 4 mpec Bu- 
TaTy ovTre ETTAETNS yeyovvia érvyxaven. 1 b¢ 
yuvn éxmrecovca ETED@ avdpl és KouTny mrGev, OS 
6) Ely altTh tay Te KaTa THY oiKiay Kal TOD 
Epyou tovTou émimerrnoeoOas TO NoLTOY euedrev. 
o 6¢ tev IIpacivwy dpynotns “Aatéptos dvoya 
Xprpwace ™ pos erépou avarrera Gels TOUTOUS bev 
THS Tewhys TaUTNS améaTno€, Tov € OL TA Nenpara 
dovTa és avriy avrekaréaTnoen ovdevi TOV. 
Tots yap épxnatais Ta Tovabra, eb iy dorxeio Bau 
kat é€ovciay 77% BovrowTo. érrel dé Tov SHwov 
Evpravra 9 yun ev Kunyeri@n ay nye ppevov ide, 
oTeMpATA Tals Tatcly éy Te 7H KepaNy Kat 
aupotépars Tats Kepaly evdepevn € és THY iKkeTelay 
éxabioev. GdAX ot Lpdowvor. pev mpociecbar® 


aprrorpomoy Alemannus: dpiorpdpor. 
# Alemannus: é, 
mpociecba: GP, mpolecdat per 8, 
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quently he lightly banished wealth from the Roman 
world and became the creator of poverty for all. 
ix. The traits, then, of Justinian’s character, as far 
as we are able to state them, were roughly these. 
And he married a wife concerning whom I shall now 
relate how she was born and reared and how, after 
being joined to this man in marriage, she overturned 
the Roman State to its very foundations. There 
was in Byzantium a certain Acacius, keeper of the 
animals used in the cireus, an adherent of the Green 
Faction, a man whom they called Master of the Bears. 
This man had died a natural death during the reign 
of Anastasius, leaving three girls, Comito, Theodora 
and Aivastasta. the eldest af whom was not yet 
seven years of age. And the woman, now reduced 
to utter distress,! entered into marriage with another 
husband, who, she thought. would later on assist her 
in both the care of the household and in her first 
husband’s occupation. But the Dancing Master 
of the Greens, a man named Asterius, was bribed 
by another man to remove these persons from that 
office and to make no difficulty about putting in 
the position the man who had given him the 
money. For the Dancing Masters had authority to 
administer such matters as they wished. But when 
the woman saw the whole populace gathered in the 
Circus, she put garlands on the heads and in both 
hands of the three girls and caused them to sit as 
suppliants. And though the Greens were by no 


1 Haury, comparing ékmimrew eis aunyaviay in Procopius 
VIII. xi. 48 and VITI. xxvii. 25, suggests that there is here an 
ellipsis of e¥s dunyaviay. The absolute use of exminre is 
illustrated by such usages as extn ove a, “widow” (sce. rob 
yapou), ‘a fallen woman” (sc. rs aperijis), éxaiaresw, “to fail” 
in an undertaking (as in Plutarch Sertorius 4), ete. 
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Thy txeTelay ovdann éyvwoav, Bévetot 66 avtas 
éml vravtns 6) KaTecTicavtTo THY TLS, érreb 
6 Onproxopmos éTeTEXEUTIKEL Kal avTOLS Evayyos. 
éme, 6€ Ta Taldia TavTa és HBr1v HAGE, KaOHKev 
avta emt THS évTad0a oKnVis avtixa 4) wHTNp, 
ere EvTpeTrets * Thy Ove No av, ov pevTot UO 
Xpovov TOV auroy amacas, adr OS éxdorn | edokév 
ol és TO épyov TOUTO apata eival, a yey ou 
TPOTY Koper non év tals Kal’ avriy eTaipars 
hapiT pa eyeryove Oeodwpa 6€ n pet éxelyny 
XeT@vic Kov XeepLow Tov awTrEexXowevn SovA@ mavol 
TpeTovTa 7a Te adra vanpetodoa elmero aul TO 
Bab pov évTl TOV auwv ael Edepey éh' ovmeEp 
exeivn éy Tots Evdroyous Kaba bat evoGet, TEéEWS 
pev ody dwpos ovca 7 Beodwpa és Koitnv avopl 
Evviévat ovdaph elyev, ode ola yuvy piyvucdac 
9 6€ TOLS Kakobalmovovoly avdpeiay Tia plon- 
Tiav * dyeploryero,® Kal TavTa OovAOLS, bot TOL 
KeKTNLEVOLS Emropevor és 79 Géar pov md pepryov 
THS ovENs avrois evarpias * TOV breOpov TOUT OV 
eipyalov7o, & éy TE Haar porredp ToXUY TLWa xpovor 
em TavuTn ON TH Tapa huow epyaota TOU 
TOLATOS SiatpeByy eiXer. ered b€ TAXLoTA 
és TE Thy HAnv adixero Kal epaia ny 76, 
els Tas emt oxnvijs Kadhxev AUTHY, eTaLpa, Te 
evOus éyeryovet, olavmrep ot warat® dvOpwtros é éxa- 
Aouy mednv. ov 14p avrTpIA ovde yarrpia 7 WW, 
ov ey oude Ta és THY OpXITTPAV ALTH oKNTO, 
ada THY wpav Tots del TEepeTin TOVOLY amedi8oro 
povoy ove €x® mayvtos éepyakouéyn tov cwHpatos. 
1 Sepa GP, arpere?s 8, 
2 miognrtiay Dindorf, piontelay Alemannus: uioytHy, 


® dveuiovyero KraSeninnikov: éuioyero. 
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means favourable to receiving the supplication, the 
Blues conferred this position of honour upon them, 
since their Master of the Bears also had recently 
died. And when these children came of age, the 
mother immediately put them on the stage there— 
since they were fair to look upon—not all three at 
the same time, but as each one seemed to her to be 
ripe for this calling. Now Comito, the first one, had 
already scored a brilliant success among the harlots 
of her age; and Theodora, the next in order, clothed 
in a little sleeved frock suitable to a slave girl, would 
follow her about, performing various services and in 
particular always carrying on her shoulders the 
stool on which her mother was accustomed to sit in 
the assemblies. Now for a time Theodora, being 
immature, was quite unable to sleep with a man or 
to have a woman’s kind of intercourse with one, yet 
she did engage in intercourse of a masculine type of 
lewdness with the wretches, slaves though they were, 
who, following their masters to the theatre, inci- 
dentally took advantage of the opportunity afforded 
them to carry on this monstrous business, and she 
spent much time in the brothel in this unnatural 
traffic of the body. But as soon as she came of age 
and was at last mature, she joined the women of the 
stage and straightway became a courtesan, of the 
sort whom men of ancient times used to call 
‘“infantry.”’? For she was neither a flute-player nor 
a harpist, nay, she had not even acquired skill in the 
dance, but she sold her youthful beauty to those who 
chanced to come along, plying her trade with practi- 


1 The foot-soldiers, as the humblest of fighting troops, 
gave their name to the plainest of the courtesans. 


4 edearpios Alemannus: axaiplas. 
: 


5 agdkq GS, madras P. 8 obx éx Reiske: éx. 
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eira Tots pluors Ta és TO Oéatpov TavTa apiret 
Kal Tov évTavla emit nOeULaT ov juetetyev avtots, 
‘Yehwr oT aLots TLOL Boporoxiais v UTNpETOUaA. my 
yap doteia Siahepovras Kab TKROTTPLA, amro- 
Bremros Te éx Tod épyou euvdus eyeryover. ov 
yap Tivos aldots TH avOpaTm@ peTHy 7 diatpa- 
meta dv Tus aut ny TWTOTE elev, arn’ és avatc- 
xuvTous broupyias | OvdEmlLa OKYNCEL eX Opel, kal 
ToLauTy Tis Av ola pamilopévyn pev Kat Kata 
KOppNS Tataccouévyn YaptevTiery Te KAL héyeora, 
dvakayy acer, amodvcapevn Te Ta’ TE TpdOcw 
Kat TA OTiGW TOS EVTUYYdVvOUCL yupva embelEat, 
& tots avopact Céwes adnrXa TE Kal Adavy eivar. 

Es 6@ Tous épactas éyrevalé Te BXaxevovca 
Kab vEewrT Epals det Tov wiEewr ev0iad pur rouery 
ETLTEXYNT ETL Tapacticac Bat Tas TOV akordo- 
Tav uxas és del iaxver, érel ovoé metpic Bas 
mpos Tov TOV evTUYXAVOVTOV nELov, avr ava- 
Tan avTy yeroud loved Te Kal , Baporoxeas 
ioxtdvovea TOUS TApATrEeN TOKOTAS dmavras, an- 
hws TE Kal dryevetous dvras érreipa. hocwrv yap 
TLS OUTMS NOOVAS aTaans ovdaun yéeyover, érrel 
Kal é Evvaryary. pov detmvoy TONAGKLS éMotca 
Eby veaviar OéKa  TOUTwY TAcioow, loxdi TE 
TH LATOS axpafovat Mav Kab TO ‘Aayvevew Tr é- 
mownpméevors Epyov, Evvexortaleto pev Tois cuvoet- 
TvoLs ATACL TD vUKTOL hmv, érreloay be ™pos 
TO epryov Todo Tayres dmetrouey, 0¢ mapa TOUS 
éxeivov oixéTas iodoa TpudKovra, évTas, av oUT@ 
TUX OL, Evveduatero bev autre éxaotw@, Kopov &é 
ovd &s TavTns 8) THS mioNTias erduBave. 


1 For te ra Piccolos proposed 6é Ta. 
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cally her whole body. Later on she was associated 
with the actors in all the work of the theatre, and she 
shared their performances with them, playing up to 
their buffoonish acts intended to raise a laugh. For 
she was unusually clever and full of gibes, and she 
immediately became admired for this sort of thing. 
For the girl had not a particle of modesty, nor did 
any man ever see her embarrassed, but she undertook 
shameless services without the least hesitation, and 
she was the sort of a person who, for instance, when 
being flogged or beaten over the head, would crack 
a joke over it and burst into a loud laugh; and she 
would undress and exhibit to any who chanced along 
both her front and her rear naked, parts which rightly 
should be unseen by men and hidden from them. 

And as she wantoned with her lovers, she always 
kept bantering them, and by toying with new devices 
in intercourse, she always succeeded in winning the 
hearts of the licentious to her; for she did not 
even expect that the approach should be made by the 
man she was with, but on the contrary she herself, 
with wanton jests and with clownish posturing with 
her hips, would tempt all who came along, especially 
if they were beardless youths. Indeed there was 
never anyone such a slave to pleasure in all forms; 
for many atime she would go to a community dinner 4 
with ten youths or even more, all of exceptional bodily 
vigour who had made a business of fornication, and 
she would lie with all her banquet companions the 
whole night long, and when they all were too ex- 
hausted to go on, she would go to their attendants, 
thirty perhaps in number, and pair off with each one 
of them ; yet even so she could not get enough of this 
wantonness. 


1 A ‘**feast’’ to which everyone brought something. 
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Kai rote és t&v Tivos émipavev oixiav édOodoa 
peraEv Tou TOoToU Pecomeveov auTny, OS hac, TOV 
Fup oT ov dmdvroy, és TO Tpovyov avaBaca 
THS Krivns audi Ta /TpOos TOO@Y avactpacd Tel 
Ta (watia ovievl Koon evratta OUK anrntioce 
tiv akxoraciay évdelxvucba. % S& Kax TOLOV 
TpUTNLATOV epryagopevn EVEKAAEL Th puee, Ouc- 
popoupmern Ore 6 pn ear TOUS TUT Bovs aury 
evpuTepov  vov eit TpuTon, OTwWS Kab aN hny ® 
évravba mew emuteyvaa Oat duvatn ein. Kab 
ouxXra pev éKUvEL, mara dé axedov teyvdlouca 
éFapwBrALoKeLy evdus t loxue. 

TlodAdKis 0€ Kav TO fedtpw bro Geath travtt 
TO Sn Uw ameducard Te Kal yun dia pécov? 
eyéveTo, audi Ta aldoia Kal TOUS BouRdvas 
61d Sco juas exovra povov, ovy STL PEVTOL NOYUVETO 
Kal TAUTA 7@ Onuw Serxvuva, AXr Ort evradda 
yUpV@ TAVTAT ACL Taplévat ovdevt efeorw b7e 
ay TO aut TOUS BouBavas * 61d lama EYOVTL. 
ovTe HEVTOL TOU TX HPATOS éxovea, AVATETTO- 
Kuta Te év 7@ édages varia éxerto. Ontes Sé 
TLVES Obs 67) TO &pryov TOOE eVEKELTO,” Kpilas aurh 
brrepOev TOV ALooiwy eppimrouy, as 8) of Xiives 

> / 
ot 6 TOUTO maperkevac nevol éeTuyXavoy ois 
oTOpac LY evbévde KaTa pwiav AVENO {EVOL no 0 tov. 
9 S€ ovy OTe ove épvOpidca é€aviotato, adda 


1 KraSeninnikov pepe to transfer the ve from after 
avacipaca to after dup}, thus making the feet Theodora’s—an 
improbable suggestion, 

5 BAAD S, &Awy GP. 
3 uécou PS, péoor G. 
4 BouBavas PS, BovBavas novoyv G, 


8 For évéverro Krageninnikov proposed éréxe:ro. 
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On one occasion she entered the house of one of 
the notables during the drinking, and they say that 
in the sight of all the banqueters she mounted to the 
projecting part of the banqueting couch where their 
feet lay, and there drew up her clothing in a shameless 
way, not hesitating to display her licentiousness. And 
though she made use of three openings, she used to 
take Nature to task, complaining that it had not 
pierced her breasts with larger holes so that it might 
be possible for her to contrive another method of 
copulation there. And though she was pregnant 
many times, yet practically always she was able to 
contrive to bring about an abortion immediately. 

And often even in the theatre, before the eyes of 
the whole people, she stripped off her clothing and 
moved about naked through their midst, having only 
a girdle about her private parts and her groins, not, 
however, that she was ashamed to display these too 
to the populace, but because no person is permitted 
to enter there entirely naked, but must have at 
least a girdle about the groins. Clothed in this 
manner, she sprawled out and lay on her back on the 
ground. And some slaves, whose duty this was, 
sprinkled grains of barley over her private parts, and 
geese, which happened to have been provided for 
this very purpose, picked them off with their beaks, 
one by one, and ate them. And when she got up, 
she not only did not blush, but even acted as if she 


1 The gues‘s were presumably reclining in Roman fashion 
on three couches arranged on three sides of a rectangle open at 
the foot (the triclintum). As they lay propped upon their left 
elbows, their heads towards the head table, their feet would 
extend toward the open side through which Theodora made 
her entrance. Her act was performed, then, upon the un- 
occupied lower end of a couch which projected beyond the 
feet of the three banqueters on each of the side couches. 
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Kat prdorimoupery él TAUTN 67 TH m paket 
e@KEL. Av yap ouK dvalaxvVTos povov, AAA 
Kal dyaLaxuvT oT oL0s TAVTOV Hadtora. TOMA 
KLS be Kat amodurapenn) Evy trols pipous év peow 
eloTHKel eml THS aKNVAS NopdovpLévyn TE KAaL TA 
Omia oo GT OKEVTHT A * Tos TE dudrerpay auras 
EXouet Kal toils ovmw TeTAnclakocL, Ta éK 
TahataTpas TiS auth clad vias SpevOvopevn. 
obT@ b€ aKoNaaTOS és TO copa TO auras bBp.lev, 
dare THY aid@ ovK ev TH THS pucews XOpa Kara 
TATA Tais ddNaLs yuvargiv, GND ev TO TPOTWT MD 
eye edoxel. ot pev ouy avrh Trnovdtovres 
evon rot evOus am’ avrob Hoav, Te by ou KATO 
vouov THs pices Tas pikes movobyTas” boot dé 
auTn €v ayopa Tov eT LeELKEOTEPOOY evTUX OLED, 
GT OKALYO [EVOL omovsh UTEX@ pour, fy TOU TOV 
ipatiov THS dO padrrou arpa pevor peTahaxeiy TOU 
pido paros TOUTOU dofeay. Hv yap tots opaow 
addos TE Kal popes pe pas Brac dnpos ol@vos. 
és péevtot Tas cuvOeaTpias aypioTata erader eS 
aeb cKopT Laives Gat: BacKavia yap TOANH elXeTo. 

“ExnBorw oé Ua TEpov Tupi avdpl THY apxny 
mapadaBovre Ilevramorews és Ta aicxrorta uTN- 
peTicovea elreTO, GAA TL TO avOporre T poo - 
KexpouKvia évOévbe Ott TaxLora AT NAVVETO" 610 
on auth amopeia Par TOY avaryKaicoy Evvérecer, 
dim ep TO ovmov érropifeto thy és TO coma Tapa- 
voulav, Hrep elOtoto, épyagouevn. és pméev ovdv 


1 droxeyvtdca PS, aroxovraca G. 


1 On this meaning, alddés = aldoioy, cf. Suidas, s.v., Iliad, 
II. 262, Odyssey, x. 70. 
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took pride in this strange performance. Tor she was 
not merely shameless herself, but also a contriver 
of shameless deeds above all others. And it was a 
common thing for her to undress and stand in the 
midst of the actors on the stage, now straining her 
body backwards and now trying to penetrate the 
hinder parts both of those who had consorted with 
her and those who had not yet done so, running 
through with pride the exercises of the only wrestling 
school to which she was accustomed. And _ she 
treated her own body with such utter wantonness 
that she seemed to have her privates} not where 
Nature had placed them in other women, but in 
her face! Now those who had intimacy with her 
immediately made it clear by that very fact that 
they were not having intercourse according to the 
laws of Nature; and all the more respectable people 
who chanced upon her in the market-place would 
turn aside and retreat in haste, lest they should 
touch any of the woman’s garments and so seem to 
have partaken of this pollution. Vor she was, to 
those who saw her, particularly early in the day, a 
bird of foul omen. On the other hand, she was 
accustomed to storm most savagely at all times 
against the women who were her fellow-performers ; 
for she was a very envious and spiteful creature. 
Later she was following in the train of Hecebolus, 
a Tyrian, who had taken over the administration of 
Pentapolis, serving him in the most shamefulcapacity ; 
but she gave some offence to the man and was driven 
thence with all speed; consequently it came about 
that she was at a loss for the necessities of life, 
which she proceeded to provide in her usual way, 
putting her body to work at its unlawful traffic. She 
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‘AdeFavopevay Ta TpaTa HKev.t émesta Oe 


TACaD THY Ew mepteodoa és Buavriov ema h- 
KEV, épyacia Xpopern év TOheL exdorn, hy ye 
dvopualovTt, olpau, avd pore OvK dv mote thews 
0 Deas ein, Oo TED OUK avex omevov TOD Satpovos 
XB pov Tia THs Beod@pas axkordacias ayvata 
Elva. 

Oit@ pev ov Tetéx Oat TE THOE TH yuvaret Kab 
tetpaddbOas EvvéBn Kai és Snwoatous ToNXas ota- 
Bonre * yeyertia Pa Kal és mavras avOpwrrous. 
ere) 5 abixeTo és Bufavtiov avis, npaa On aurijs 
Tova tiviaves Epora, eatotov olov, eal Ta, m™ para 
erdnotater @S cpm jer, Kalmep avT Hy avaryaryov 
és TO TOV TAT pL Loy akiopa. Suva TOLVUY 
éFarciav Tia Kab Xpypara eTLELKOS peydra 
rept Bareabae 7 ay Bcodwpa edOus | loxvoe. TUVTOV 
Yap Jour Tov TO avOpam@ épaivero, 6 $1) Eup- 
Baivery robs EKTOTOS epaar pirel, Xapetas Te 
Tdagas Kab xpnpwara TaVvTa TH épouery yapite- 
cOa. éyiveTo TE 7 momuTeta. ® TOU EpWTOS TOUdE 
uméxxauya, Evy avry Tolvuy jworrdg@ Ett wadArov 
TOV O67) “OV Ove Get pev OUK evrabia, MOvoy, GNA 
ava Tacay Thy “Popatov apr yy. aud oa yap 
poipas THS Bevérov éX TAaNALOD OVTES év TOMY 
éovaig Toutois 61 Tots CT ATLOT ALS Ta és THY 
ToheTELay T payeara édevto. X pore 6€ TOAAP 
iotepov TO TWrEeloTOY TOU KaKoOd ddeLoorxer 
TPOT@ TOL@ce. 

‘Tovetuav@ év nuépais modXals vootoar 
EuvéBn, év 66 TH voow TavTn és TOGoY KiVdvvoU 


1 Fev GP, AAGew S. 
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first went to Alexandria; later, after making the 
round of the whole East, she made her way back to 
Byzantium, plying her trade in each city (a trade 
which a man could not call by name, I think, without 
forfeiting forever the compassion of God), as if 
Heaven could not bear that any spot should be 
unacquainted with the wantonness of Theodora. 

Thus was this woman born and reared and thus had 
she become infamous in the eyes both of many 
common women and of all mankind. But when she 
came back to Byzantium once more, Justinian 
conceived for her an overpowering love; and at 
first he knew her as a mistress, though he did ad- 
vance her to the rank of the Patricians. Theodora 
accordingly succeeded at once in acquiring extra- 
ordinary influence and a fairly large fortune. For 
she seemed to the man the sweetest thing in the 
world, as is wont to happen with lovers who love 
extravagantly, and he was fain to bestow upon his 
beloved all favours and all money. And the State 
became fuel for this love. So with her help he ruined 
the people even more than before, and not in By- 
zantium alone, but throughout the whole Roman 
Empire. For both being members of the Blue 
Taction from of old, they gave the members of this 
Faction great freedom regarding the affairs of State. 
But long afterwards this evil abated for the most 
part, and in the following manner. 

Justinian happened to be ill for many days, and 
during this illness he came into such danger that it 

2 és Onuoclous moAAds SiaBonry Dindorf, trép nu. woadras 
S:iaBdénrov Alemannus, és dn. wépyas S:aBonrw Reiske: és 
Snuoolous TWoAAGS SiaBontws. 

8 For wod:teia Alemannus proposed zoAutedela, ‘‘ extra- 
vagance ” 
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adicero WOTE Kal eNeXOn 6tt 67 ar ob dvot: OL 
HEVTOL oTaclt@Tar Tadra amep éppyOn 7 na pTavov, 
Kal twa ‘Tratiov ove adavh dvdpa ou’ nuépas év 
TO THS Dohias tep@ CLexprjoavTo. éFerpyacwevou 
é€ TOU KaKov 7 Tout epyou. Tapayn €> Baotréa 
nrAOGe, TOY Te Gud avTov eKacTos, émel THS 
*lovetiviavod amouvaias é\dBero, Thy TOV Te- 
mMpaypevov aroTiav émt péya aipey év omovoy 
érro.eito, KaTanéyov €& apyhs amavra bca 67 
yeveo Ga TeTUxnKe. ToTe 67) 0 Bacirevs TO THs 
TOREWS eTrapye® eméaTédnre TOV TETPAayuevov 
dmdvrwy Toveta Gat Tas tices. nv bé ovTOS 0 
avnp OeddoT0s dvopa, _ovmep KonroxvvO.ov éri- 
KAnoLW éKaddoUV. Kal os OLepevvmpnevos aravta * 
TOAAOUS pep TaY KaKoUpywv éEdety TE Kab Cray pr- 
cacdat vouw loxvoe, TodAol 6é Kal Suarabovres 
eo wO ncar. peTaku yap emiToAda au AUTOUS TOIS 
Tpaywact ‘Pw pmatwy edeu.” 0 be Tapaookov bia- 
owes fda cornpiay Kab TOV @ecodsoror 
Kretvar aire pappaxéa Kal peayov evdus évexel pet. 
erel d€° ovK eiyev OT TOTE TPOTKNMATL X Po Levos 
TOV avO pwr ov SiabBeipere, TOY Ol emeTn EL@V 
TUVAS TUK POTATO ALKLE aUEVOS nvayKate oyous ® 

as Heota vytels én avT@ POE yyeTOar. TAVTOY 
6é of €xTrod@y ioTap“evov Kal olaTH THY és TOV 


t Kaucod n tod Haury, xavot nal avoolov Reiske, xarouvpyn- 
HOTOS , EpTrovoa Piccolos : KakOUYTOS. 

2 érdpxw GP, drdpyw 8. 3 Gmavra Reiske: &ravras. 

: Through Piccolos corrections, émimoAaoa: and rots, and 
Alemannus’ ‘Pwuatwr, this corrupt passage has been made 
intelligible and consistent with the context: émarovAéoOa 
avrovs mpdypact Pwualwy ee. 


5 §¢ added by Alemannus. 
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was even reputed that he had died. Meanwhile the 
Factionists were still carrying on those excesses which 
have been described, and in broad daylight, in the 
sanctuary of Sophia, they slew a certain Hypatius, 
a man of no mean station. Now after the crime had 
been committed, the tumult occasioned by the act 
reached the Emperor, and his courtiers, taking 
advantage of the absence of Justinian from the scene, 
all took pains to magnify to him the outrageous 
character of what had taken place, recounting from 
the beginning everything which had happened. 
Then at length the Emperor commanded the Prefect 
of the City to inflict the penalties for all that had been 
done. Now this Prefect was named Theodotus, the 
one to whom they gave the nickname ‘“‘ Pumpkin.”’ 
And he, making a full investigation of the affair, did 
succeed in apprehending and executing by due 
process of law many of the malefactors, though many 
hid themselves and thus saved their lives. For it 
was destined that before long they themselves should 
rise to the control of the affairs of the Romans. 
As for the Emperor, he suddenly and unexpectedly 
recovered and thereupon immediately set about 
putting Theodotus to death as a poisoner and a 
magician. But since he could find no pretext what- 
ever which he might use to destroy the man, he 
tortured some of his associates most cruelly and 
compelled them to utter against the man statements 
which were utterly untrue. And as all stood aloof 
from him and in silence grieved over the plot against 


1 The meaning of this obscure reference cannot be re- 
covered; see critical note. 





8 Adyous GP, Adyous Tivas 8. 
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@eodorov odupomevan emsBouryy, povos 0 ITpoxhos 
THY TOD KaXoUpLEvOU KOLaLaT POs eyov apxnv 
xad apov amépawe ToD éyKANnpmaTOS Elvat TOV 
avOpwrov Kal Gavatov ovdaun d&tov. 616 57 0 
@eodoras és Ta Jepooodupa Baciréws Kopiverat 
yvo@ un. ryvous 6é Hew TWAS evradia olmep 
auTov SiapGepotow,? é ev TO lep@ Fv KPUTTOMEVOS 
Tov amayra Xpovor, oUTW TE da Btovs eTENEUTIE. 

Ta pev ovv adit Ocodotw tavty 7 Eye. 
ot dé oTacl@tar coppovértarot TO évTevOev 
eyevorTo avo poo arr avTov. ov yap ér, Ta 
TOLAUT éEapapravery mvelXovTo, KaiTep odict 
Tapov ddeéaTEpov Th &s THY SlatTapy Tapavopig 
xpHabae. TEX UNpLOV be OMuyov yap TWoP 
VoTEpov TOApaY THY omotay evderEa nev oy TLOLS 
ovdeuta €F AUTOUS yéyover. of yap TOD KoAd CEL 
Thy e€ova tay Get EXOVTES mappnotay Tov Stadar- 
Adve Tola be ® TO Selva elpyac wévous ‘TapetxovTo,® 
TAUTN avTous TH Evyywprnoe és TO Tots vopmols 
émewPaivew évayovTes. 

"Eos pev ovv 7 Bacirls mepinv ett, yuvalea 
eyyuntiy ‘Tova tiviavos THhv Ocodwpav Toincac Gat 
ovdesucg HnXaVT exe. €V TOUT® Yap pedvov an 
évaytias avT@ Exo pet, Kat ép dvrieTatove a TOV 
addov ovde. Tovnpias bev yap u) yun arw- 
TATW OTA eTuy Xaver, dypotkos dé Fy Kouldh nal 
BapBapos YEVOS, aomep [Lot elpnTat. avTinapeé- 
oOat Te Apyhs * ovdapit ioxvoev, AdXX’ arretporary 


1 S:apbepodaw Dindorf for d:addelpovery. 

2 For rotsSe Haury would prefer rots, rots rdde Sy- 
koutres. 

3 mapelyovro GP, jvelxorro S. 
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Theodotus, Proclus alone, who held the office of 
Quaestor, as its incumbent was called, declared that 
the man was innocent of the charge and in no way 
worthy of death. So, by decision of the Emperor, 
Theodotus was conveyed to Jerusalem. But learning 
that certain men had come there in order to destroy 
him, he concealed himself the whole time in the 
sanctuary and continued so to live up to the time of 
his death. 

Such was the story of Theodotus. But the Fac- 
tionists, from then on, became the most discreet 
persons in the world. For they could no longer bring 
themselves to commit the same outrages as before, 
although the way was open for them to practice 
their lawlessness in their way of living more fear- 
lessly than ever. And the evidence is this, that when 
some few of them at a later time displayed a similar 
boldness, no punishment was meted out to them. 
For those who from time to time had the authority 
to punish provided to those who were guilty of 
outrageous actions easy opportunity for concealment, 
thus spurring them on by this concession to trample 
down the laws. 

Now as long as the Empress? was still living, 
Justinian was quite unable to make Theodora his 
wedded wife. For in this point alone the Empress 
went against him, though opposing him in no other 
matter. For the woman chanced to be far removed 
from wickedness, but she was very rustic and a 
barbarian by birth, as I have pointed out. And she 
was quite unable to take part in government, but 


1 Lupicina, cf. Chap. vi. 17. 


4 apxiis Heisenberg: aperijs. 
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ovoa OLaTeTéKEKe TOV KATA THY TONTELAY TpAay- 
pata, hye ovde Ely TO OvopaTe TO avTHs idt@ 
dre catayeraoto ovte és LWaddtiov 7rGev, adr 
Kidypia emucdabeioa. xpove O€ UaTepov TH 
Baotrids pev amovyeved Gat Evvemecer. o 6é 
mruPiakov Te Kat Kooy eoXaToryepav rVevopevos 
TOS TOY apNopevav yérora aren, oruyeopia TE 
TOMA és avr ov €X 0 juev0l AT avres ate Tov 
Tag roueveov ou Evviévtos, uTepempav, “lovere- 
viavov é¢ Evv déer TONAM eOEpdmevoy. KUKaV 
yap ae xal Evvtapdccwv avecdBea édekis 
dmavra. TOTE 67 THY éyyunv mpos tiv Oeo- 
Sopav éveyvet pes movely, aduvatov dé ov avd pa 
és aE boo pa Bourhs ieovra éraipg yuvarel Evvo.Kt- 
Cecbar, vopous avobev Tots TAALoTaTous arroppn- 
Dev, Maat TE TOUS vomous TOV Baoirea vO jue 
étépw HuayKace Kal 70 évO évbe aire yapueTh TH 
Ocoddépa Evveanae, Kal TOUS adRous arac Béou- 
pov KATETTHTATO THY TPOS TAS éraipas éyyunp, 
TUpAVYOY TE aUTiKa émeBareve THS TOU auToKpa- 
TOPOS TLS MpocXnwaTe cupTeTAATLEV@ THS 
mpakews éemikahuTT@y TO Blalov.  dveimov Y4p 
avTov Bacwréa Evy TO Oeio TOY ‘Popatov et TL 
Sox por F Av, SELLATOV meptovelg érri TaAUTNY NY EVOL 
THY Yenhov. mapedaBov TOLVUY THY Raoireiay 
‘Tovetivavos te Kal Oeovapa _TporEepoy THS 
Tacyanrias? eopTijs nee pais TpLoty, Ste 80 ovTE 
actdcacbar Tdv ditwy Tia ovTe Eeipnvaia 


1 G@ravra PS, d&ravras G. 
* Tlacxadrlas added by Haury. 
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continued to be wholly unacquainted with affairs of 
State, indeed, she did not enter the Palace under her 
own name, thinking it to be ridiculous, but bearing 
the assumed name of Euphemia. But at a later 
time it came about that the Empress died. And the 
Emperor,? having become foolish as well as extremely 
old, incurred the ridicule of his subjects, and since all 
were filled with utter contempt for him as not 
comprehending what was going on, they disregarded 
him; but Justinian they cultivated with great fear. 
Tor by a policy of stirring things up and throwing 
them into confusion, he kept everything in a turmoil.? 
Then at length he set about arranging a betrothal 
with Theodora. But since it was impossible for a 
man who had attained to senatorial rank to contract 
marriage with a courtesan, a thing forbidden from 
the beginning by the most ancient laws, he com- 
pelled the Emperor to amend the laws by a new law, 
and from then on he lived with Theodora as his 
married wife, and he thereby opened the way to 
betrothal with courtesans for all other men; and as 
a tyrant he straightway assumed the imperial office, 
concealing by a fictitious pretext the violence of the 
act. For he was proclaimed Emperor of the Romans 
conjointly with his uncle by all men of high station, 
who were led to vote thus by an overwhelming fear. 
So Justinian and Theodora took over the Roman 
Empire three days before the feast of Easter, a 
time when it is not permitted either to greet any of 


1 Justinus, with whom Justinian shared the throne for four 
months before his actual accession. 
2 Cf. Aristophanes, Knights, 692: 
xal unyv 6 Maparayar obroot mporépxetat 
way KoAdKUMA Kal TapaTTwY Kal KUKaY. 
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4 / \ > “A 

T pooeT et éfeativ. tucpats Oe ov Tonrnais 
aT epov ‘Tova rivos pev eTEhEUT NG E voow, Th 
ayn emiBuors & étn évvéa, Hovos S$ “lovetinaves 
Evy Ocodwpa THY Bactretay eEoXED. 

t', Obra youu 1 Ocodwpa, & domep éppnOn, TEX- 
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BeBrAnpévn* peyara pwliacpata Kal madoxtovias 

TOANAS éGedovotoy auPrwTEwD. aNro Té Loe 
évOeiy nOous Tépl punpovedoas Tob0e Tou av8 po- 
Tov ovo oTLooy olpas. dimavra yap avToo Ta 
THS puxiis maQn obtos av aEL0x pews ) yd wos 
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1 ef re Alemannus: ote. 
2 For xpvdaiov Alemannus read xopudatov. 
3 bp0drTirGov P: dpOdrooy G, dpOdr Gor S. 
4 repiBeBAnuévn Alemannus: mpoBeBAnueyn. 
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one’s friends or to speak him peace.! And not 
many days later Justinus died a natural death, 
having lived nine years in office, and Justinian 527 a. 
alone took over the throne with Theodora. 

x. So Theodora, born and nurtured and educated 
in the manner I have described, came to the dignity 
of Empress without having been impeded by any 
obstacle. For not even a thought that he was 
doing an outrageous thing entered the mind of the 
man who married her, though he might have taken 
his choice of the whole Roman Empire and have 
married that woman who, of all the women in the 
world, was in the highest degree both well-born and 
blessed with a nurture sheltered from the public eye, 
a woman who had not been unpractised in modesty, 
and had dwelt with chastity, who was not only 
surpassingly beautiful but also still a maiden and, as 
the expression runs, erect of breast 2; but he did not 
disdain to make the common abomination of all the 
world his own, not dismayed by any of the misdeeds 
which we have previously recounted, and to lie with a 
woman who had not only encompassed herself round 
about with every other rank defilement but had also 
practised infanticide time and again by voluntary 
abortions. And J think that ] need make mention 
of nothing else whatever in regard to the character 
of this man. For this marriage would be amply 
sufficient to shew full well all the maladies of his soul, 
since it serves as both an interpreter and a witness 
and recorder of his character. Since that man who 
pays no heed to the disgrace from deeds previously 


1 eipnyn suiy, ‘‘ Peace be unto you,” as in Luke xxiv. 36, 
was a salutation much used by the Christians. 
2 Cf. Nicetas, Ann. 178 b, dp0drirO0s vedas; Statius, Silvae, 
II. 270, stantibus papillis. 
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10 


TOLS oT paromesots KLvOUVOUS UTrEp Tov Ths Oeo- 
do pas Tpayparev ipiaracbat HEédDoL, ovoé TIS 
auth aNAOS amrnvTna TOY am avT OY av0 pxTov, 
GMAa qavTes, oljuae, T® Tavta oUTw dedocbat 
KEK hipevor* éveydpyoay® Eup epaivec Pas TO 
piagua TodTO, OO ED | THs TUXNS émidekw Tis 
Ouvauens rerounuedons, f 7 ON &TAVTA m putavevovan* 
Ta avOpwrea ws HKtoTa pédet OTE STrws dy Ta 
, 5) > ty 2 o 
TpaTTOMEVva ELKOTA ebn OUTE OWS Av TadTA KATA 
Noyor Tots avepwrrots yeyevjoGast Soxoin.® émaiper 

1 S0¥A0s GS, djAos P. 

2 «exAmevo: Maltretus: kexanuévo. Many critics have 
assumed a serious corruption of the text, and have proposed 
various changes ; but see the note on the translation. 

8 eve xcopnoay KraSeninnikov : avexopnoay. 


is A 5) a&mravTa mpuTavevovon Reiske: 485 Gravta mputa- 
vevoucn. 5 Soxoln Haury: S09 G, done? PS. 


1 The most exalted title with which to address a woman cor- 
responding to “‘ Domina ’’ but with a more gentle connotation. 
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committed and does not shrink from revealing 
himself to his associates as a loathsome character— 
for such a man no path of lawlessness is untrodden, 
but fortified by the effrontery that is never absent 
from his brow, he advances readily and with no effort 
to the vilest of actions. Nor, in truth, did a single 
member of the Senate, when he saw the State 
putting on the crown of this disgrace, see fit to shew 
his disapprobation by forbidding the deed, though 
the Senators were all to do obeisance to the woman 
as though she were a god. Nay, not even a single 
priest shewed himself outraged, and that too, though 
they were going to address her thereafter as 
“‘ Mistress.”"! And the populace which previously 
had been spectators of her performances straightway 
demanded with upturned palms, in defiance of all 
decorum, that they might be in fact and in name her 
slaves. Nor did a single soldier rise in wrath at the 
thought that he was destined to undergo the perils of 
campaigning all in behalf of the interests of Theodora, 
nor did any other human being oppose her at all,— 
because, I suppose, they had been made submissive by 
the thought that these matters were so ordained ? for 
them,—allowed this outrage to be brought to 
fulfilment, as if Fortune had made an exhibition of 
her power, to whom in truth, as she presides over all 
the affairs of mankind, it is a matter of no concern 
whatever either that the things which are done shal] 
be reasonable or that they shall seem to men 
to have happened in accordance with reason. At 


2 geSda0a1, SC. ghior OF Tots Pwuatois. Herwerden points out 
(in Lexicon) that xexAmévo: means humiles facti. The full 
expression is ém) ydru KexAmévar. No further emendation is 
necessary. 
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1 +1, Tot GPS, rd Sykoutres. 
2 érapréoat Dindorf: emapkéon or émapkécot. 
: 1 tampoabev Maltretus : dmoGer. 

4 érel GP: érel 5¢ S. 
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any rate she suddenly exalts one man to a great 
eminence by a sort of unreasoning exercise of her 
authority, though many obstacles seem to have 
grappled with him, and she opposes him in nothing 
whatever that he undertakes, nay, the man is carried 
along by any and every means to whatever post she 
has ordained for him, while all men without demur 
stand aside or retire before Fortune as she advances. 
But as to these matters, let them not only be as is 
pleasing to God but also be so set forth. 

Now Theodora was fair of face and in general 
attractive in appearance, but short of stature and 
lacking in colour, being, however, not altogether 
pale but rather sallow, and her glance was always 
intense and made with contracted brows.t Now all 
time would not suffice for one to tell the most of her 
experiences in her life in the theatre, but by selecting 
in the preceding account a few incidents only I may 
have done enough to give a fair picture of the 
woman’s character for the benefit of future genera- 
tions. But at the present time we must briefly 
make known her acts and those of her husband, 
for they did nothing whatever separately in the 
course of their life together. For a long time, it is 
true, they were supposed by all to be diametrically 
opposed to each other at all times in both their 
opinions and their ways of living, but later it was 
realized that this impression was purposely worked 
up by them in order that their subjects might not, 
by getting together in their views, rise in revolt against 
them, but that the opinions of all their subjects 
might be at variance regarding themselves. 


1 Contrast Buildings, I. xi. 8: ‘‘for to express her charm 
in words or to embody it in a statue would be, for a mere 
human being, altogether impossible.” 
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1 §iavagrrycavre §, dtavacrnoavres GP. 
2 év after xoouw deleted by Alemannus. 
3 eb0éws Haury, KkeAetoerr Maltretus, kereroe. Reiske, 
KeAevovoy KraSeninnikov: xeAedoews. 
4 weoay added by Piccolos. 


5 85icatouyv Alemannus: éd:kulov, 
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Now first of all they set the Christians at variance 
with one another, and by pretending to go opposite 
ways from each other in the matters under dispute, 
they succeeded in rending them all asunder, as 
will shortly be related by me. In the second place 
they kept the Factions divided. And Theodora, on 
the one hand, would pretend with all her might to 
be espousing the cause of the Blues,? and by ex- 
tending to them full freedom of action against their 
opponents, she gave them licence, in a quite irregular 
way, to commit their crimes and perform their 
pernicious deeds of violence. But Justinian, on the 
other hand, had the appearance of one who was vexed 
and secretly resentful, yet unable to oppose his wife 
directly, and many times the two even shifted the 
appearance of authority and pursued the opposite 
course with reference to one another. For while he 
would insist on punishing the Blues as offenders, 
she, with feigned anger, would make a scene because, 
as she would say, she had been overruled by her 
husband against her will. 

But the partisans of the Blues seemed, as I have 
said,? to be most temperate. For they did not 
think it right to coérce one’s neighbours to the 
utmost possible, and in the keen rivalries in connection 
with the lawsuits, while each side seemed to support 
one of the disputants, yet it was inevitable that the 
victory should fall to that one of the two who espoused 
the unjust cause, and that thus they should win for 
themselves as plunder most of the property of the 
disputants. In fact many men who were counted by 
this Emperor among his intimates were elevated by 


1 Cf. Chap. xxvii. 13. 2 Cf. Chap. ix. 7. 
3 Cf. Chap. vii. 3. 4 See Appendix I. 
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1 éveBiBace PS, aveBiBace G 

2 Reiske proposed mpos Ta €s Thy orovddy rapaxdeis, Haury 


would change rdpaxos to Anbapyos. 
8 npra¢ero Buecheler: jowdcero. 
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him to positions where they had authority to act ar- 
bitrarily and to wrong the Government as they wished, 
but when they were seen to be in possession of a 
huge sum of money, straightway they were found to 
have given some offence to the woman and to be at 
variance with her. At first, then, he did not hesitate 
to champion these men whole-heartedly, but later 
on, forgetting his good-will towards the poor fellows, 
he all of a sudden began to waver in his enthusiasm. 
And she would then straightway ruin them utterly, 
while he, pretending not to observe what was passing, 
would seize their whole property, acquired though it 
was by a shameless procedure. Now in all this 
trickery they always were in full accord with each 
other, but openly they pretended to be at variance 
and thus succeeded in dividing their subjects and in 
fortifying their tyranny most firmly. 

xi. Accordingly, when Justinian took over the 
Empire he immediately succeeded in bringing con- 
fusion upon everything. For things which previously 
had been forbidden by law he kept introducing 
into the constitution, and tearing down all existing 
institutions and those made familiar by custom, as 
if he had put on the imperial garb on the condition 
that he should change all things also into another 
garb. For instance, he would depose the existing 
officials and appoint new ones in control of the 
State’s business; and he treated the laws and the 
divisions of the army in the same way, not yielding 
to demands of justice nor influenced to this course by 
any public advantage, but simply that everything 





4 For mototjmevo: Alemannus proposed mp.cmroovuevor 5 but 
cf. Chap. xvii. 45. oe 
5 texvoev GP, goxevS. © Kexouiouevos 8, rexoounuevos GP. 
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might be new and might bear the impress of his 
name. And if there was anything which he was 
quite unable to transform at the instant, still he would 
at least put his own name upon it. 

As for seizing property and murdering men, he 
never got his fill of them, but after plundering numer- 
ous homes of affluent men he kept seeking new ones, 
straightway pouring out the proceeds of his earlier 
robbery in making presents to sundry barbarians or 
in erecting senseless buildings. And after he had 
slain perhaps myriads for no good reason, he straight- 
way embarked on plans for the ruin of many more. 
So then, the Romans being at peace with the whole 
world, and he by reason of his lust for blood not 
knowing what to do with himself, Justinian kept 
bringing all the barbarians into collision with one 
another, and summoning the leaders of the Huns 
for no good reason, he handed over to them with 
amazing prodigality huge donatives,1 pretending 
that he was doing this as a pledge of friendship; 
indeed it was said that he had done this even during 
the period of Justinus’ reign. And they, even after 
having received money, would send some of their 
fellow-leaders together with their followers, bidding 
them overrun and ravage the Emperor’s land, so 
that they too might be able to sell peace to the man 
who for no good reason wished to purchase it. And 
these then began straightway to enslave the Roman 
Empire, and they nevertheless were receiving pay in 


1 Cf. Book VIII. xviii. 19. 





7 "overlyov S, "loveriuavou GP. 
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1 ’Ayrdv Alemannus: airay. 
2 uev Reiske: 8. 
8 Tlépoats Alemannus: Tlépoas. 
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the meantime from the Emperor; and after these, 
others promptly took over the business of plundering 
the hapless Romans, and after the pillage they would 
receive, as rewards for the attack, the Emperor’s 
generous gifts. Thus all the barbarians, one may 
almost say, omitting no season of the year, made 
raids in rotation, plundering and harrying absolutely 
everything without a moment’s pause. For these 
barbarians have many groups of leaders and war 
went the rounds—war that originated in an unreason- 
ing generosity, and could never reach an end, but 
kept for ever revolving about its own centre. Conse- 
quently, during this period no settlement, no moun- 
tain, no cave—nothing, in fact, inthe Roman domain— 
remained unplundered, and many places had the 
misfortune to be captured more than five times. 
Yet all these things and all that was done by Medes, 
Saracens and Antae and the other barbarians have 
been set forth by me in previous Books; but, as I 
said at the beginning of this present Book,? it was 
necessary for me to state in this place the causes of 
what happened. 

And though he paid out to Chosroes huge sums of 
gold in return for peace,’ still, acting on his own 
judgment in a senseless way, he became the chief 
cause of the breaking of the truce by his intense 
eagerness to gain the alliance of Alamundarus and 
the Huns who are allied to the Persians, a matter 
which I believe to have been mentioned without 
concealment in the narrative referring to them.‘ 


1 On the part of Justinian. 2 Chap. i. 3. 

3 The exact amount, one hundred and ten centenaria, is 
given in Book I. xxii. 3. 

4 Book IT. i. 12. 
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éy @ dé Ta ék TOY oTacewy Te Kal TONE LOD 7 
kaka “Pwpatos aviyerpe Kal éppimre Cer, ev TOUTO 
Bovreveduevos,” alimaros avOpwomeiou THY yn 
TONAQLS pnxavais eum ew yiver bac Kal Xenuara 
Anifer Gar WELD, povov Kal ANNOY TOV VInkowy 
€TEVOEL TOAVLY TPOTM TOL@OE. 

Xprotravay doFar arroBAnToL TmONAal elow év 
maon Th Popuaiov apy, domep alpécels Kanely 
vevouixact, } Movravayv te Kal 2aSBatiavav Kat 
Coais dAdais TAavacbar ai THY avOpweTar 
elwOac. yvOuat. rovtovs adravtas dd€ayv thy 
mTaratav éxédeve petatiVecOat, adXrXa Te aTrEL- 
AnoaS arreBovar TONG eal TAS ovolas és TOUS 
Tatoas 7 Cury'yevels pneere TApATé UT EL otov 
Te eval. TOUTOY 6é Ta lepa Tov ai peTLK@D 
Kkadoupevor, Kat SuahepovTas olomep " «TOU 
"A petou Ho KNTO b0fa, TOUTOY TLVA elev aKORS 
KpelTTo. ouTeE Yap n ovyKANTOS Bovan Evuraca, 
oUTe TUS addy peyton potpa Ths Popaior apXAs 
Td 16 els THY ovoiav erxalecOar TOUTOLS 5) Tots 
Lepots EoXE. Kewnred TE Yep. autos xpuod TE 
Kal apyupa Kat EvyKeipeva éx NiBoov EvTiLov 
apvOnre. Te Kal avapiO unra Ww, olxiat Te Kab 
KO OL Tapes Kal Yopa TOAMy mavTaxobe 
TIS ys, Kal eee adn TOUTOU idéa éoTl TE 
Kab ovopaterat * év Tac avOpwmols, &TE OVSEVOS 
avTa TOY TwTOTE BeBaotreveor ov OxANTAYTOS, 
Todo. Te avOpwrot, Kal tadta SoEns svTes 

1 roAeuwy Gin margin, réAcwy G in text, PS, 


2 BovAevoduevos Reiske: BovActoavres. 
3 dvoudcera: GP, veyowora: 8. 





1 See Appendix I]. 
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And while he was stirring up the evils of faction and 
of war for the Romans and fanning the flames, with 
the one thought in mind that the earth should by 
many a device be filled with human blood and that he 
should plunder more money, he contrived another 
massacre of his subjects on a large scale, in the 
following manner. 

There are in the whole Roman Empire many 
rejected doctrines of the Christians, which they are 
accustomed to call “ heresies ’’4—those of the Mon- 
tani, the Sabbatiani, and all the others which are 
wont to cause the judgment of man to go astray. 
All these heretics he commanded to change their 
earlier beliefs, threatening many things in case of 
their disobedience, and in particular that it would 
be impossible for them in the future to hand down 
their property to their children or other relatives. 
Now the shrines of these heretics, as they are called. 
and particularly those who practised the Arian belief, 
contained wealth unheard-of. For neither the entire 
Senate nor any other major group of the Roman 
State could be compared with these sanctuaries in 
point of wealth. For they had treasures of gold and 
of silver and ornaments set with precious stones, 
beyond telling or counting, houses and villages in 
great numbers, and a large amount of land in all 
parts of the world, and every other form of wealth 
which exists and has a name among all mankind, 
since no man who had ever reigned previously had 
ever disturbed them. And many persons, and that 
too of the orthodox faith, excusing themselves by 
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op js, Th TOV ogerépoy emiTndev par av Tpobacet 
evOév6e del TOU Biou Tas adoppas eiXov. TOUTOV 
pev ody TOY lEepav ™ p@TOv Tas ovalas Snpooimaas 
‘Tove riviavos Bacthevs ab etero éEamivaiws TA 
Xpijwara mavTa. €& ov Tols TONNOLS aTrOKEKAELC- 
Gat TO NovTOV Tov Biou ovveBn. 

TIoArot dé evOds TAVTAXOTE TEPLLOVTES d0Ens 
TS martplou TOUS TapaTimTovTas nvaryKacov 
wetaBarrea Gar, amep eet dvO pwrrous dey poixors 
ovxX boLa edo£ev eival, Tots TAUTA emaryyéhdovawy 
dure rarely ATAVTES eyveoray. Tool ev ovv 
™pos TOV oT pAaTioT@y * dtepOetpovto, Toddol Oé 
Kaul opas avTovs Suexprjaavro evoe ely padtora 
UT O aBedreptas olopevot, Kal avT@y Oo pev 
mrEloTOS Opthos HS TIS TaTpeas éErotrapevor 
Epevyor, Mopravot dé of éy Ppuyia KATOKNVTO 
ohas avTOUS év Lepois TOLS operépous Kabetp- 
Eavtes Tovtovs te Tovs vews avTixa eum py 
cavres EvyduepFapnoay ovdev Oyo, Too TE 
am avtovd 7) “‘Pwpaiwy apyn gdovov te hv Kal 
puyys EMTEAEOS. 

Nopwovu b¢ Tod TOLOUTOU Kal appl Tots Za pal- 
pettass? adtixa teOévtos THPAXy GKpLTos THY 
Taraorivny KarévaBev, Soot pev ovv &y TE 
Katcapeia TH uh Kxav tais adAats WodECLW 
@xovv, Tapa gdadrov nynodwevo. KaxoTdberdy 


1 grpariwrayv PS, cracicray G, 
28 preserves the dative, G the accusative. 





1 Orthodox farmers or workmen were willing to sell produce 
or service to the heretics and justified such action by the argu- 
ment that they chanced to be able to meet genuine needs, 
and by the profit accruing to themselves. 
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the occupations in which they were engaged,! always 
depended upon the property of these sects for the 
means of their livelihood. So the Emperor Justinian 
began by confiscating the properties of these sanc- 
tuaries, thus stripping them suddenly of all their 
wealth. From this it came about that thereafter 
most of them were cut off from their livelihood. 

And many straightway went everywhere from 
place to place and tried to compel such persons as 
they met to change from their ancestral faith.2 And 
since such action seemed unholy to the farmer class, 
they all resolved to make a stand against those who 
brought this message. So, then, while many were being 
destroyed by the soldiers and many even made away 
with themselves, thinking in their folly that they were 
doing a most righteous thing, and while the majority 
of them, leaving “their homelands, went into exile, 
the Montani, whose home was in Phrygia, shutting 
themselves up in their own sanctuaries, immediately 
set their churches on fire, so that they were destroyed 
together with the buildings in senseless fashion, and 
consequently the whole ‘Roman Empire was filled 
with murder and with exiled men. 

And when a similar law was immediately passed 
touching the Samaritans also, an indiscriminate 
confusion swept through Palestine. Now all the 
residents of my own Caesarea? and of all the other 
cities, regarding it as a foolish thing to undergo any 


2 The Pagan religion of the ancient Greeks, sometimes 
called the ‘Hellenic faith,” as in Book I. xx. 1; cf. Secret 
History, xxvii. 8; also the discredited sects of the Christians, 
on which see Ap) endix IT. 

3 Caesarea in Palestine was the birthplace of Procopius. 
Cf. Book 1.1.1. 
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Tia vITrép dvontou pepecbar Soypatos, dvoua 
Xpiatvavay rob ohict TAapovros dvTarratdpevor 
TO TPOTYHMATL TOUT Tov éK ToD vO_ov aTo- 
celoacbat KiYOUVOD loxuoay. Kal avtTav bcos 
peep TL Royeo pod Kal érlerkelas peTHvy meaTou 
eivat Ta é5 b0€av THhvde oldayh amrnékiovy, of 
pévtot TAEiaT OL aomep ayavaKxToovTes, ote 67 
oux ExOUTLOL, QrAAA TO vopw nV AY KAT LEVOL Soypa 
TO WaT pLov pereBddovro, avtixa 67 pwadra ért 
TE Mavixatous Kab Tovs KaNXoupévous IIoAv- 
Géous améxduvav. of 6& yewpyot Evpmavtes 
GO poor yeyevnevos OTAA avraipe Bactrel &yvw- 
car, Baciréa ohict TOY TIVa AnoOTHY TpoPERAN- 
juevot, ‘TouAtanov bvoua, XaBdpou viov. Kal 
x povory pev Twa ToS oTpaTLMTaLs és xelpas 
ehGovres avreiyov, émeta oe nT TnOevres TH 
LaXn SvePOdpnoay Evy TO Tye {Ove Kab dé- 
yourau puped ES avO paren béKa, ev TO TOV@ 
TOUTW amom@arevat, Kal xopa * méons vhs 
arya} wadiora epnjios yew py ov am avtov yé- 
yove. Tois TE Tay Xepiov Kuplo.s X pio tiavois 
ovat TO T pay joa TOUTO €S heya KQKOV éTedEU- 
Thoev. avayxalov yap yéyove obiow over 
évOévoe petaxoufopévors popov Tov é7rérecov 
adpov tiva dvta és Tov adravta ala@va Bactret 
hépery, érrel ovdewwa pedo? » tod Epyov tovtov 
évTpomn ® ryéyovev. 

"EvredOev érrt tovs “EXAnvas ckadoupmévous THY 
Siwkwy fryev aixilopevos Te TA THOuaTa Kal Ta 
1 giorol GP, perro §. 


2 Alemannus restores the dative, the MSS, having the 
nominative. 
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suffering in defence of a senseless dogma, adopted 
the name of Christians in place of that which they. 
then bore and by this pretence succeeded in shaking 
off the danger arising from the law. And all those of 
their number who were persons of any prudence and 
reasonableness shewed no reluctance about adhering 
loyally to this faith, but the majority, feeling re- 
sentment that, not by their own free choice, but under 
compulsion of the law, they had changed from the 
beliefs of their fathers, instantly inclined to the Mani- 
chaeans and to the Polytheists,asthey arecalled. And 
all the farmers, having gathered in great numbers, 
decided to rise in arms against the Emperor, putting 
forward as their Emperor a certain brigand, Julian 
by name, son of Savarus. And when they engaged 
with the soldiers, they held out for a time, but 
finally they were defeated in the battle and perished 
along with their leader. And it is said that one 
hundred thousand men perished in this struggle, and 
the land, which is the finest in the world, became in 
consequence destitute of farmers. And for the 
owners of the land who were Christians this led to 
very serious consequences. For it was incumbent 
upon them, as a matter of compulsion, to pay to the 
Emperor each year, even though they were deriving 
no income from the land, the huge annual tax, since 
no mercy was shewn in the administration of this 
business.t 

He then carried the persecution to the “ Greeks,” 
as they are called,? maltreating their bodies and 


1 But see Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
ed. Bury, IV. 237, 4th edition. 
2 See note on Sec. 21, above, and cf. Book I. xix. 35. 





8 For évrpory Alemannus proposed ém:rpom?. 


139 


P 36 


32 


a / 
33 éml mAEloTOY NALCKOVTO. .. . 


34 


36 


37 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


? \ \ 3 ~ e A 
Xpyuata Aniouevos. ANA Kab AUTWY ogoL TOU 
Xprotiavov Ov044a.T 0S on0ev peTaday ely éyvocay 
TO oye Ta TapovTa opiow eKKPOVOVTES, ovToL 
Sh od TOAA@ Uotepoyv éemwl Tais otovdals Kal 
Ouciars Kal arrows OVX Oalots Epyots ek TOD 
1 ra yap audt tots 
Xpiotiavois eipyacuéva ev toils Omicbév oe 
Noyous AedeEeT AL. 

Mera 6€ Kal TO TWALoEpacTELy vou ameipyer, 
ov Ta pera TOV VO {Lov Svepevv@evos, ard TOUS 
Tada TOTe TAUTH 67 TH VOT@ ArovTas. éyiveTo 
TE u és avtous emtaTpopy © ovdevi KOT Le, éqrel 
Kab kaTnyopou Xoops émpdacero h és avTOUS 
Tio es, évos 7é avdpos 7 Tmar60os hoyos, Kab TOUTOU 
Sounou, av oro TUYOL, KaL akovaiov paprupet 
éart Tov KEKTNMEVOY avaykacbévtos, eookev eivas 
dx ptBns éXeyyos. TOUS TE ovTws ANLC KO [LevOUS 
Ta aidoia TEptnpnLEVOUS eT OMTFEVOD. ovK €§ 
TavTas pevTOL Kar apYas TO KaKOV HyeTo, AAN 
door 7 pdotvos eivar a meryara mept BeBrijo Oat 
V PH UAT édofay 7 )W GNXO TL TOls TUpavVOdat 
T POT KEKPOUKOTES eTUYXAVOY. 

Kat punv Kal TOUS peTEwpondoyots Vareros 
eiXov. 610 67 avTovs % emi Tots KNETTALS TE- 
Tay wevn apy nKiveTo Te am ovdemds adda 
aitias Kal Eaivouca Kara, TOU y@ToU TORS ° 
émi Kauyndav hepouévous érroutrevev ava wacav* 
THY TOALY YyépovTas TE Kal AANwS éretKels OvTAS, 


1 Lacuna indicated by Capps. 

2 emia poy PS, aroorpopy G. 
modaas Alemannus: woAdous. 
dvi nacay Alemannus: @ragrap. 
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plundering their properties. But even those among 
them who had decided to espouse in word the name of 
Christians, seeking thus to avert their present 
misfortunes, these not much later were generally 
seized at their libations and sacrifices and other 
unholy acts. ... For the measures that were taken 
with regard to the Christians will be told by me in 
the following narrative.t 

Afterwards he also prohibited sodomy by law, not 
examining closely into offences committed subse- 
quently to the law but concerning himself only with 
those persons who long before had been caught by 
this malady. And the prosecution of these cases 
was carried out in reckless fashion, since the penalty 
was exacted even without an accuser, for the word 
of a single man or boy, and even, if it so happened, 
of a slave compelled against his will to give evidence 
against his owner, was considered definite proof. 
Those who were thus convicted had their privates 
removed and were paraded through the streets. 
Not in all cases, however, was this punishment 
inflicted in the beginning, but only upon those reputed 
to be Greens or to be possessed of great wealth or 
those who in some other way chanced to have offended 
the rulers. 

Furthermore, they were bitter against the as- 
trologers. Consequently, the official who was placed 
in charge of burglaries ? would maltreat them for no 
other reason than their being astrologers and, 
inflicting many stripes upon them, would parade them 
upon the backs of camels throughout the whole 
city, old men and persons who were in general 

1 An unredeemed promise; cf. Chap. i. 14, note. 

2The newly constituted magistrate called “ Praetor 
Plebis’’; cf. Chap. xx, 9. 
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ado avrois emixanrety ovden é exoura TAH ye oy 
OTL copat Ta Tepl TOUS aor epas éy TOLOUT@ YOO 
éBovrovto eivas. epevyov Tolvuy v0 pbtrav oun- 
veres + TORUS 6 tos ovK és BapBapous }ovov, 
ara Kab €S TOUS paxpav @KLT LEVOUS ‘Popaious, 
By Te Loeiy év XO pq Te adel Kal mode éxdory 
TOUS TALE TOUS Eévous. Tov yap dtarabety Bvexa 
vis THS TaTpeas (THY addoT play nrAaEaVTO 
evTrETOS EKATTOL, OoTEp TIS mar pisos avTots 
bd ToNeulov adovons. TOV mev ovv TAOUTOY 
TOV ev datpoverv elvat SoxovvTay éy TE Bulavrip 
Kal TONE exdoTy peta ye Tous® éx THY TuYyKAHTOV 
Bours, TPOTOLS olomep elpntat ‘Tova tiviavos TE 
Ka Ocodwpa Aniadpevor é eoXOv. ores 6é Kal TOUS 
én Bours agatpelobar Ta xpynpata Evurravta 
loxuoay, avTika Space. 

iB. "Hy tes ev Bulavtie Znvov dvopa, 
éxeivou ‘Avepion | vi@vos bomep év TH éotrepla 
THY Bactretav Ta ™ porepa éoxe. TouTov 67 
éFerritnbdes adpxovra eT Atyimtou Katagtngd- 
Evol eaTehnop. GAN oO ev NPNLAT OY TO TAOLOV 
TOY TLULLWDTAT@V cyano awevos Ta és THY a avaryo- 
ynv dteeTo? Aaav yap * aur aoTad wos TE apyu- 
pov ava ptOuntos Kab Nevo @opara papydpous TE 
Kab opaparydors KarroT a Gevta Kab id ous an- 
Rows ToLovTats évTipots* of O€ TivAasS avaTeicaVTES 

1 Sinvexts Haury, dinverd@s Reiske: Sinverhs. 
2 rots PS, Trav G 


3 §:é0ero Maltretus: Sserelvero, 
4 yap GP, 5S. 





1 The reference in the last words is taken by most editors and 
translators to be an allusion to the cultured city of Byzantium ; 
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respectable, though he had no other complaint against 
them, except that they wished to be wise in the 
science of the stars in a place like this So a great 
throng of persons were fleeing constantly, not only to 
the barbarians, but also to those Romans who lived at a 
great distance, and it was possible to see both in the 
country and in every city great numbers of strangers. 
For in order to escape detection they readily exchanged 
their respective native lands for foreign soil, just as 
if their home-country had been captured by an 
enemy. So, then, the wealth of those reputed to be 
prosperous, both in Byzantium and in every other 
city, that is, after the members of the Senate, was 
plundered and seized by Justinian and Theodora 
in the manner which has been described. But how 
they succeeded in depriving the Senators also of all 
their property, I shall now proceed to make known. 
xii. There was a certain man in Byzantium named 
Zeno, grandson of that Anthemius who previously had 
attained to the royal power in the West. This man 
they had purposely made a Prefect of Egypt and sent 
him thither. But he loaded the ship with the most 
valuable property and made ready to put to sea; 
for he had an incalculable weight of silver plate and 
objects of gold adorned with pearls and emeralds and 
other such precious stones. They thereupon, bribing 


quod astrorum scientiae periti ea in urbe degerent, Alemannus 
followed by Dindorf; non che mentre dotti nella screnza degle 
astri, volessero starsene 1n unluogo tale, Comparetti, Accord- 
ing to this interpretation, the place in which these astrologers 
should, it is intimated, practice their profession, was in the 
seat of that superstition, Assyria. The present translator, 
however, is inclined to think these words mean, “were 
always wishing to be in so elevated a position’ as the camels’ 
backs. 
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TOV OL TLaTOTAT OV elvau SOKOUVYT@Y TH [Mev Xp 
para ev évde OTL TaXLaTa, expopiaavTes mop 6€ 
év Kothy yn éu8eBXnpevor, TO Zyvove arayyen- 
Rew éxéNevOY aTrO TAUTOMATOU THY TE proya 
ev* 7@ Troi EvvernvexPar Kal Siohw eva Ta 


3 X pi} ware. Xpovep dé UoTepov Zyvave [ev éfarre- 


B 78 


vais amoyever Var Evverrecey, avTol 6é KUpLol 
THS ovatas evOds are An povopLos yeyovact. 
oad neny yap Tiva™ mpovpepov Hvmep ov Tap 
éxetvou Evyxetc Oar Sratel puhdytau. 

Kat Tarvavod TE Kal Anpoabevous Kal THS 
‘Thapdas T pom TO Opole o pas aUTOUS KANO 
VOMOUS TETOUNVT AL, olmrep Ta Te ara Ka TO 
afioma TPOToL év ye Popaioy TH BovArAn noav. 
TOY 6é ov Scab jas, aX’ ETLITONAS Stecxevac- 
MévoL THY ovTLaV Ea XO. ovT@ yap Atovuciou 
TE popu yeyovacty, Os ép AiBave @KEL, 

‘Twdvvov Tob BaotXetov mais0os, ¢ Os 8 eT L- 
havioraros pen ‘Edseronvav eyeryover TAVTWV, 
Bia oe ™ pos Behioapiou év ounow@y Love €xdé- 
SoTae Tols Tlépcass, oomep [Lot ev Tots eum poo bev 
NOrVOLS épp70n. TovTov yap Tov lwdavyny o peév 
Xocpons OvKETL HHLEL, ET LKANOY Papators mroyn- 
KEVaL TQ Furyicel pea, Tavita ép ols avT@ ™ pos 
Beducapiou doBeis eruy Xaver, dmodisocbar wévToe 
aire dopudd@rtoy yeyovora: nEvov. 7 O€ TOU avdpos 
wdepen (reptodca yap ere éruyyave) Ta alee 
TApeX oer ovx Hooov 1 Sia xudias MiTpas * 
apyupov Tov viwvoyv wvncecbar* éidoEos hv. 

1 év PG, om. 8S, 2 swa Alemannus: tivés, 


3 > Alrpas Gin margin, PS, Adrpas G in text. 
4 arvqjcerbar GP, avjcacda S, wvetoOa: Suidas. 
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certain of those who seemed most loyal to them, 
removed the valuables from the ship with all speed, 
and casting fire into the hold of the vessel, ordered a 
message sent to Zeno that the fire had occurred 
spontaneously in his ship and that his property had 
been destroyed. And at a later time it came to 
pass that Zeno died suddenly, and they themselves, 
in the guise of heirs, immediately became owners 
of the property. For they produced a sort of will, 
which common gossip said had not been written by 
him. 

And by a similar method they made themselves 
heirs of Tatianus and of Demosthenes and of Hilara, 
who both in other respects and in rank were foremost 
members of the Roman Senate. And in some cases 
they fabricated, not wills, but letters, and so acquired 
the property. For it was in this way that they be- 
came heirs of Dionysius, who lived in Lebanon, and 
of John, son of Basilius, who, though he was the most 
distinguished of all the people of Edessa,! was 
forcibly delivered into the hands of the Persians by 
Belisarius as a hostage, as has been related by me in 
the previous narrative.2 For thereafter Chosroes 
refused to release this John, reproaching the Romans 
with having disregarded all the conditions on which 
he had been given over to him by Belisarius, but he 
did consent to sell him as having become a prisoner 
of war. And the man’s grandmother, who happened 
to be still alive, provided the ransom to an amount 
not less than two thousand pounds of silver and with 
this was expecting to buy back her grandson. But 


1 An important fortified city on the eastern frontier, in 
Mesopotamia. 
2 Book II. xxi. 27. 
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Q\X’ émel ta AUTpa TatTa és Aapas re, 
\ e \ \ / / @ ? 
paar o Baothel’s TO cupPoratov yeverCat ovK 
y e 2 \ , > + e¢ i 
cela, @S wn €s Tous BapBdpous, etT@v, 0 Pwopaiwv 
, la) b) an \ er a 
Kouitntat TAOUTOS. OV TOAAM® € VorEpoyv TO 
\ > / / , ? 3 ‘a , 
ev Iwavvn vooncavts EvveByn €& avpwray 
abavicOnvat, o 6€ THY ToALY émETpOTEvOY éTL- 
\ 3 f \ 4 \ > \ e/ 
oToAny avatiacas Ttiva edn Tpos avTov ate 
dirov ov TOAA® éuTrpoaGey Tov lwavynv ypdras 
Os of avT® Bovropévm eln eis TOV Baciréa THY 
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after this ransom had come to Daras,! the Emperor, 
learning of it, refused to permit the agreement to 
be put into effect, in order, as he said, that the wealth 
of the Romans might not be conveyed to the bar- 
barians. And not much later it came to pass that 
John fell sick and departed this world, and the magis- 
trate in charge of the city, forging some sort of a 
letter, stated that not long before John had written 
to him as a friend that it was his will that his estate 
should go to the Emperor. I could not, however, 
enumerate the names of all the others whose heirs 
they have automatically become. 

Now up to the time when what is known as the 
Nika insurrection 2 took place, they saw fit to gather 
in the properties of the wealthy one by one; but when 
this revolt took place, as described in the previous 
narrative, they began to confiscate in a body the 
estates of practically all the members of the Senate, 
and they dealt as they wished with all the furnishings 
and the lands that were fairest, but they segregated 
those properties which were subject to a severe and 
very heavy tax and, with a pretence of generosity, 
handed them back to their former owners. So, 
being strangled by the tax-collectors and ground 
down by what we may term the ever-flowing interest 
on their debts, they unwillingly lived on in a life 

1 Now Dara. According to Stephanus of Byzantium the 
correct form is Darai (Lat. Darae), though he says the form 
Daras “is now used.’ 

2 The Nika insurrection of a.p. 532 was a desperate and 
ill-organized attempt on the part of the Circus Factions, the 
Blues and the Greens, acting for the moment together, to 
dethrone Justinian by violence and to set up a government 
more favourable to themselves and, in general, less tyrannical. 
See Book I. xxiv. and Gibbon-Bury, Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, III. 222 ff. (4th ed.). 
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which was a lingering death. For such reasons, to me 
and to the most of us these two persons never seemed 
to be human beings, but rather a kind of avenging 
demons and, as the poets say, “a twin bane of 
mortals,’’+ seeing that they purposed together how 
they might be able most easily and most quickly to 
destroy all races of men and their works, and, assuming 
human form and becoming man-demons, they 
harassed in this fashion the whole world. And one 
might draw such an inference from many indications 
and particularly from the power their actions re- 
vealed. For demons are distinguished from human 
beings by a marked difference. Indeed, though 
many men in the long course of time either by 
accident or by nature have shewn themselves su- 
premely terrible, some ruining by their own sole 
effort cities or countries or other such things, yet no 
man, with the exception of these two, has been able to 
accomplish the destruction of all mankind and to 
bring about calamities affecting the whole world; 
it is true, however, in their case that chance also 
assisted their purpose, co-operating in the destruction 
of men, for by earthquakes, by pestilence, and by the 
overflowing of the waters of rivers very great de- 
struction was wrought at about this time, as will be 
told by me directly. Thus they performed their fear- 
ful acts, not by human strength, but by another 
kind. 

And they say that Justinian’s mother stated to 


1 Cf. Homer, Iliad, V. 31 “Apes, “Apes Bporodavyé; Aeschylus, 
Suppliants 664, Bporodorybs “Apns. 





6 For rév Haury would’prefer ray. 


149 


B 81 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


émiTnoel@v Ticly as ov LaBBartiov Tod auras 
avdpos ovde avOpa@rwy Twos vids ein. HviKa yap 
avr or KUED emedren, émripotTav aurh Satpoveov 
ovxX Op@pevov, ANN’ aicOnaoiv tia ore 57 Tapert 
AUTH TapacXov are avopa yuvatkt TAnCLdoarTa, 
kaddrep é év ovelp@ abavic Oivat. 

Teves 5é TOY avuT@ TapovT@v TE moppe TOU 
TOY vuer ay kal Evyywopéver év Ladariy dnXo- 
votl, olatrep év Kalap® 7 wuy7 Hv,1 pdvracpd 
Te? Oedoacbar Saupdviov andes opiow avr 
avtod é0fay. o pev yap Epackey advo pev 
avtov Opovov tod Bacireiov éEavactavra trept- 
Tatous évtavdda troeitv'? cuyvoy yap Kadfjaobas 
ovoapuhn elOcoto: THs b€ KehardHs ev TH Tapav- 
tixa To “lovatimav® adhavicberons To addo ot 
cOpa tovtous 67) ToUs pwaKpous 4 diavdous movety 
Soxety aur ov Te dre of Tay® TreEpl THY Géav ws 
HKLOTA UyLaLvOVTMD, aoXaddovra Kab Svar opov- 
pevov © emt melorov Eg Tavat. Uorepov HevToU 
Ths Kepars To TOMATL émavnkovens TA TéWS 
evrropeva olec Bau’ Tapa dofav avaT tum davar.® 

ados ° dé TOApPETTAVat ol Kadnwevep epN, ex dé 
TOU aipvtcvov TO T poo wm ov ol kpéare aon 
det euepes ryeryovos: ouTe yap obpos ouTE 
dpIarpovs emt Kwpas THS auTey dvTas OUTE addXo 
TL TO Tapatay édhepe yvopiopa: Ypovou pévTot 

1 Ay Suidas: en. 2 +r. Reiske: re, 

: ae MSS., mo.eto Gar Suidas, 

4 uaxpods supplied by Suidas, 

5 Haury and earlier editors retain duudroy after tay, the 
conjecture of Alemannus. But Alemannus failed to perceive 


that tay rep! THY Beay (sc. épydvwy) is itself merely a peri- 
phrasis of ray épudror, 


150 


ANECDOTA xii. 18-23 


some of her intimates that he was not the son of her 
husband Sabbatius nor of any man. For when she 
was about to conceive him, a demon visited her; he 
was invisible but affected her with a certain impression 
that he was there with her as a man having inter- 
course with a woman and then disappeared as in 
a dream. 

And some of those who were present with the 
Emperor, at very late hours of the night presumably, 
and held conference with him, obviously in the 
Palace, men whose souls were pure, seemed to see 
a sort of phantom spirit unfamiliar to them in place 
of him. For one of these asserted that he would 
rise suddenly from the imperial throne and walk up 
and down there (indeed he was never accustomed to 
remain seated for long), and the head of Justinian 
would disappear suddenly, but the rest of his body 
seemed to keep making these same long circuits, while 
he himself, as if thinking he must have something 
the matter with his eyesight, stood there for a very 
long time distressed and perplexed. Later, how- 
ever, when the head had returned to the body, he 
thought, to his surprise, that he could fill out that 
which a moment before had been lacking. And 
another person said that he stood beside him when 
he sat and suddenly saw that his face had become 
like featureless flesh; for neither eyebrows nor eyes 
were in their proper place, nor did it shew any other 
means of identification whatsoever; after a time, 





® Siaropavpevoy G, diaropevdueva P. 
7 For ofec@ac Alemannus suggested épicba:. 
8 Tor dvamipradvat Haury prefers d:amriumracbar, 
9 #rros Alemannus: &pyos GS, avo P. 
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however, he saw the features of his face return. 
These things I write although I did not see them 
myself, but I do so because I have heard the story 
from those who declare that they saw the occurrences 
at the time. 

And they say that a certain monk, very dear to 
God, being persuaded by those who lived with him 
in the wilderness, set out to Byzantium in order to 
plead the cause of the people who lived very near the 
monastery and were being mistreated and wronged in 
an unbearable manner; and straightway upon his 
arrival he received admittance to the Emperor. 
But when he was about to go into his presence, he 
stepped over the threshold with one foot, but sud- 
denly recoiled and stepped back. Now the eunuch 
who was his conductor and the others present be- 
sought the man earnestly to go forward, but he, 
making no answer, but acting like a man who had 
suffered a stroke, departed thence and went to the 
room where he was lodged. And when his attendants 
enquired for what reason he acted thus, they say that 
he declared outright that he had seen the Lord of 
the Demons in the Palace sitting on the throne, and 
he would not care to associate with him or ask any- 
thing from him. And how could this man fail to be 
some wicked demon, he who never had a sufficiency 
of food or drink or sleep, but taking a taste at 

haphazard of that which was set before him, walked 
about the Palace at unseasonable hours of the night, 
though he was passionately devoted to the joys of 
Aphrodite? 

And some of the lovers of Theodora say that when 
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she was on the stage some sort of a demon descended 
upon them at night and drove them from the room 
in which they were spending the night with her. 
And there was a dancing-girl, Macedonia by name, 
belonging to the Blue Faction in Antioch, a woman 
who had acquired great influence. For by writing 
letters to Justinian while he was still administering 
the empire for Justinus, she without difficulty kept 
destroying whomsoever she wished among the 
notable men of the East and causing their property 
to be confiscated to the Treasury. They say that 
once this Macedonia, when greeting Theodora as 
she came from Egypt and Libya, noticed that she 
was very distressed and vexed over the high-handed 
treatment to which she had been subjected by 
Hecebolius,} and also because she had lost some money 
on that journey, and so she comforted her greatly 
and encouraged her by suggesting that Fortune was 
quite able to become once again for her a purveyor 
of great wealth. On that occasion, they say, Theo- 
dora remarked that in fact a dream had come to her 
during the night just past and had bidden her to 
lay aside all anxiety as far as wealth was concerned. 
For as soon as she should come to Byzantium, she 
would lie with the Lord of the Demons, and would 
quite certainly live with him as his married wife, 
and he would cause her to be mistress of money 
without limit. 

xiii. Now the case stood as I have said as regards 


1 Chap. ix. 27. 
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the opinion of most of the people. And while 
Justinian was such as I have described in respect 
to his character in general, he still shewed himself 
approachable and kindly to those who came in 
contact with him; and no man whatever had the 
experience of being excluded from access to him, 
but on the contrary he was never angry even with 
those who failed to observe decorum as to standing or 
speaking in his presence. However, he did not, on 
that account, blush before any of those destined to be 
ruined by him. Indeed he never allowed himself to 
shew anger, either, or exasperation, and thus to 
reveal his feelings to those who had given offence, 
but with gentle mien and with lowered brows and 
in a restrained voice he would give orders for the 
death of thousands of innocent men, for the dis- 
mantling of cities, and for the confiscation of all 
monies to the Treasury. And one would infer from 
this characteristic that he had the spirit of a lamb. 
Yet if anyone sought to intercede through prayers 
and supplications for those who had given offence 
and thus to gain for them forgiveness, then, ‘“ enraged 
and shewing his teeth,’’+ he would seem to be ready 
to burst, so that no one of those who were supposed 
to be intimate with him had any hope after that of 
getting the desired pardon. 

And while he seemed to have a firm belief as regards 
Christ, yet even this was for the ruin of his subjects. 
For he permitted the priests with comparative 
freedom to outrage their neighbours, and if they 
plundered the property of the people whose lands 

1 Of. Aristophanes, Peace, 620, nypiwpévous ém’ GAANAOtCt Kal 
cernporas. 
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Ta és THY yvoOuNnY KoUhoTEpos Hv, VTOKELMEVOS 
1 eboeBelv GP, aceBeir S. 2 otxoiro PS, Sxero G. 
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adjoined theirs, he would congratulate them, thinking 
that thus he was shewing reverence for the Deity. 
And in adjudicating such cases, he considered that he 
was acting in a pious manner if any man in the name 
of religion succeeded by his argument in seizing 
something that did not belong to him, and, having 
won the case, went his way. For he thought that 
justice consisted in the priests’ prevailing over their 
antagonists. And he himself, upon acquiring by 
means which were entirely improper the estates of 
persons either living or deceased and immediately 
dedicating them to one of the Churches, would feel 
pride in this pretence of piety, his object, however, 
being that title in these estates should not revert to 
the injured owners. Nay, more, he carried out an 
indefinite number of murders to accomplish these 
ends. For in his eagerness to gather all men into one 
belief as to Christ, he kept destroying the rest of man- 
kind in senseless fashion, and that too while acting with 
a pretence of piety. For it did nor seem to him murder 
if the victims chanced to be not of his own creed. Thus 
his single interest was the ceaseless destruction of 
men, and in company with his spouse he never ceased 
contriving accusations leading to this end. For 
these two persons had their desires for the most part 
akin, and where they did actually chance to differ in 
their characters, though each of them was base, yet 
by displaying the most opposite tendencies they kept 
destroying their subjects. For he was lighter than 
dust in his judgment, always submitting himself to 





8 éravio: Dindorf : éravin corrector in G, PS, éravie: Gt. 

4 guvayayelv added by Maltretus, cuvdpapeiv by Ale- 
mannus. 

5 airg supplied from Suidas. 
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Tols del Taparyety O7rot ToT édoxer Bovropévors 
auron, nV pn TO T pary uc. és drravOpwriav 7 aKep- 
diav ayot, Oamas TE Novyous evoehexer Tara T poote- 
Hevos. emer ov yap avrov ol KONAKEVOVTES OVOEVI 
TOV@ OTL HET Ew pos apOein Kai aepoSaroin. 

Kai TOTE aAvT@ Tra ped pevov TptBoviavos pn 
Tmepwoens aTEexXvas elvaut My TOTE AUTOV UTS evoe- 
Betas és TOV _oupavov avarnbdels AaGoa ToLov- 
Tous 6é Tous” émaivous TOL TKROMMATA év TO THS 
Stavolas em oLelTo BeBaio. aryrXa Kat® rov Gav- 
pacas, ay ovTw TUYOL, THY apETHY, dAiyw UaTEpoV 
are TOVNP® €AoLdopErTO. Kal KaKicas TOY TVA 
UTnKowy avdis avTod érrawwéTns éyiveTo Noy, é& 
ovdeutas peTaBeBrnLEvos aitias. TH yap THS 
yvouns auT@ €& evayTias nee OV TE AUTOS edeve 
Kal éBovnero EvONAOS elvan. OT ws peVTOL 0 TpOTOS 
avTe Ta és grdiav Te ral ex Gos elev UIretT ov 
ASn, Tots TO avO pare éxe tov én wrelorov 
eipyacpévors TEKUNPLOT AS. EXO pos pev Y4p ao- 
parns TE Kal aTpEeT TOS 7; és 56 TOUS pidous 
dyav aBéBatos. Ware drpme rec TOV MEV OL éxTrOU- 

acnévoyv KaTeLpyadoato TELoTOUS, hiros 6€ TaD 

ToTOTE plaouuévwy ovodevl ryéyovev. ods &€ 

faXLTTA yUwWpPijwous Kal émiTHndetous Edokev Every, 
1 Ad@o. Alemannus: Adéa Tatra. 


2 Before éraivovs Piccolos added aAacrous. 
8 xal added by Reiske. 


1 Plato, Theaetetus, 175 E. 

2 Aristophanes, Clouds, 225, depo8aTa kal mepippovo roy 
fjrvov; Plato, Apology, 19 C. 

2 je. in accordance with the fixity of his ideas concerning 
himself. Cf. also xiv.2l and xv.1. The phrase is taken from 
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those who from time to time wished to lead him into 
evil according to their whims,—unless indeed the 
project involved an act of kindness or loss of gain— 
and endlessly listening to “fawning speeches.” 4 
For his flatterers could persuade him with no difficulty 
that he was raised to the skies and “ walking the 
air.” 2 

And on one occasion Tribunianus, who was acting 
as Assessor to him, said that he was exceedingly 
fearful lest some day on account of his piety he 
might unawares be swept up into the heavens. 
Such praises, or rather gibes, he would interpret in 
accordance with the fixed conviction? of his mind. 
But even when, should it so happen, he expressed 
his admiration for the virtues of some man, a 
little later he would be reviling him as a scoundrel. 
And after abusing one of his subjects, he would 
tum about and seem to praise him, shifting his 
ground for no cause at all. For his thinking ran 
in a direction exactly contrary to what he himself 
said and to what he wished to appear. I have already 
described his character with regard to personal 
friendship and enmity, citing as evidence for the 
most part the things the man actually did. For as 
an enemy, he was sure and unswerving, but to his 
friends very untrustworthy. Consequently he really 
caused the ruin of great numbers who had been 
cultivated by him, but he never became a friend to 
anyone whom he had once hated. But those whom 
he seemed to know best and to regard as most 


Thucydides II, 89, where, however, the meaning is ‘‘ the 
steadfastness of (their) resolution.” Procopius means to 
say that Justinian was so convinced of his own genius that he 
took all such jests seriously. 
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TOUTOUS TH omolurys* 7) ap oTwouy yapilouevos 
arrohoupevous OUK és HaKpav mpobduae, Kabtrep 
ev EL0MS C ore 67) TiS és auTov evvolas evexa TeOvn- 
ovras ovys. amrlotos yap ev TAL TAY rye 
6) THs TE aravipomias Kaul pidoxpnpuatias 
dStahavas Hy. TAUTNS yap avTov aTOT THT aL 
Suvatov ovoevi ryéyoven. GARG Kal és a mreiB ew 
avTov Oper ovK eixe, Xenpatov aAvT@ 
peyddov ermidas éx TOU Epyou EaoLevay éuBaro- 
evn és THY wpakw hvrrep® éBovreTO oure éGe- 
Aovalov Tov avdpa épethxe. KEepoous yap OUK 
evmpeTous évexa Kal vouous Teva kal ad maruw 
avtous KaGenelv * ovdapy amnétiov. 

"Edéiealé te ov Kara TOUS yomous ovs avTos 
eyparpen, GXr évOa ay auTov HeiSeov Te opleion 
Kal peyanompetertépa 1 TOV XpnuaTwy wvTd- 
oXETLS diryot. Kal Kara petx pov yap KNETTOVTL 
adatpeta bar TAS Tay van Koc ovctas aio xuyny 
avT® pépev Tia ovdayh ero, jviKa &y ovx 
imakénavra aereaba Oyo TWh elyev 7 
eye nea emreveryKOV dmpoo doxnrov y dad nens 
ov yeyenn wevns TPOTX MATL, _ ewerve TE avTOU 
Popaloy dpxovTos ov TLOTIS i) d0£a mpos Oedv 
aoparrys,” ov vomos oxUpOS, ov mpakes BeBaia, 
ov cupBoracov OvodeD. oTEAROMEVOY dé 7 pos 
avrou TOV OL EmiTNndei@V él TLVa mpakw, el Mev 
87) avrois LTONWAEKEVAL EvveBn TOY odpiot Tapa- 
TETTWKOTOY TOAAOVS Kal YpnudTwV TL® Anica- 

1 gudvy: Reiske: éuo¢vyla. 
2 @roorjoa Alemannus: a@morioa. 


3 fvrep Reiske: iimep. 
4 nadeAety PS, xa@éAcew G. 
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intimate he after no long time betrayed to their 
destruction by delivering them as a favour to his 
consort or to someone else, even though he was well 
aware that they would die solely because of their 
loyalty to him. For he was conspicuously untrust- 
worthy in all things except, to be sure, his cruelty 
and his avarice. For to make him give up this last 
proved an impossible task for any man. But also in 
those matters in which his spouse was not able to 
persuade him, by injecting into the argument the 
hope of large sums of money to accrue from the 
transaction she could win over her husband quite 
against his will to the action she desired. Indeed for 
the sake of unseemly gain he never refused either to 
set up laws or again to tear them down. 

And he rendered judgment, not according to the 
laws which he himself had written, but according 
as he was influenced by the vision of a greater or 
more magnificent promise of money. For he even 
believed that to take away the property of his 
subjects by small thefts brought no disgrace whatever 
upon him—in those cases, namely, where he was not 
able to take everything at once on some pretence, 
either by advancing an unexpected accusation or by 
the pretext of a will never made. And while he 
ruled over the Romans, neither good faith nor belief 
in God remained secure, no law remained fixed, no 
transaction safe, no contract valid. And when any 
of his intimates were sent by him on some mission, 
if they had the fortune to destroy many of those whom 
they encountered and to plunder a quantity of money, 


5 4 Sdka mpds (és P) bedy aopadys PS, wpds Gedy arparts } 
ddga G. 
6 After r: Reiske would insert péya. 
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bat TrAHG0s, ovTOL 67) evdus eUOOKLMOL T® avro- 
KpaTope éddKouv TE Elvat ral évouater Bau are 
6) aTavTa és TO axpibes Ta ernyyedpéva érrt- 
TENET AYTES” et be pevdot TLVL ES avOpa@rrous xpned- 
pevor Tap auTov (KOVTO, dua vous Té aurots TO 
hovmov Kat TONE [LOS iy. atroyvous TE @oTEp 
dpxacotpomov Twa THY TOV avd pav puow, és THY 
vrroupyiay ovKETL EXAEL. WOTE Kal ToAXOl év 
oTOVvon € érroLouvTo évoeixvucBar avT® ws Trovnpot 
elev, Kaltrep pics TOY émitndevpdrery ov TAavTY 
eXOvT@D. DroTXOLEVvOS dé TLOL TORAGKLS Kal 6pK@ 
wy) Ypdnpace THY Umdaxeow oxupwrépay TETOLN- 
MEvos, evOvs eGedovoros € és AnOny aptKTo, Sofns Te 
Péepewy avT@ TO epyov TOUTO olopevos. Kal TavTa 
( ‘loverimavis ov povoy és TOUS vIrNKOOUS em pac- 
OEV,” AANA KAL €$ TOV Toe piov Tonos, WoTEpP 
pol elpntar ew poo Cep. - ; ae 

y TE AUTVOS” TE WS ETL Theva Tov evmely Kal 
oLTLOLS fev  TOT@ KATAaKOpNS ovoaph yeyoven, 
aN oxedov TL depo? SaKkTUX® dm oryeua dHEvos 
amNNAATTETO. domep yap TL avT@ md pepryov 
THS PUT EDS aQuTov ay yapevoper7ys 7a ToLaDTa 
epaiveTo elvat, émel Kab ATOTLTOS 1LLeépas Te Kal 
VUKTAS dvo Ta TOAAG épever, ad dos TE qviKa 0 
Tpo THS Hacxanias KarOUHLELTS eopTis VPOVves 
evTaida aryot. TOTE yap TOAAEKLS nepal evolp, 
@OTTED eipnTat, yeyoves AgLTOS boati TE Bpayet 
anotiy émngtiovu cal Boradvais aypiais Tol, 


1 Reiske would read avoudovro. 

* éxpacoev Haury: émpdocero. 

3 dumvés re Reiske: &oxvds re. 

4 @s él wAeicrov Haury, Reiske and Dindorf read xa} 
&owros él mActotoy: Kal éml wAcioror. 
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they immediately seemed to the Emperor worthy 
both to be and to be called men of distinction, as 
having carried out with exactness all theirinstructions ; 
but if when they returned to him they had shewn 
mercy to men in any way, he was offended with them 
thereafter and hostile. And despairing of the 
ability of these men, as being somehow out of date, 
he no longer called them to service. Consequently 
many were eager to shew him how base they could be, 
even though their usual conduct was not of such sort. 
And in certain cases, after making a promise many 
times and making his promise more binding by an 
oath or by a writing, he straightway became wilfully 
forgetful, thinking that this conduct brought him 
some credit. And Justinian continued to act thus, 
not only to his subjects, but also to many of his 
enemies, as I have stated previously.* 

And he was not given to sleep, as a general thing, 
and he never filled himself to repletion with either 
food or drink, but he usually just touched the food 
with the tips of his fingers and went his way. For 
such matters seemed to him a kind of side-issue 
imposed upon him by Nature, for he often actually 
remained without food two days and nights, especially 
when the time before the festival called Easter led 
that way. For on that occasion he many times 
abstained from food for two days, as has been said,? 
and insisted upon living on a little water and certain 


1 Book VIII. xxv. 7 ff. 
* Chap. xii. 27; Procopius gives an illustration of these 
traits in Buildings, I. vii. 7, 8. 


5 ri &xpw Reiske, &xpy Suidas: rixpw. 
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@pay Te, av ovTe TUX OL, KaTada Oa { 

; perv par, 
eiTa TEplTAaTOUS ael TOLOUPLEVOS TOV G&AXov Karé- 
TptBe Xpovov. KaiToL EL TOUTOV avrop* seaupov és 
mpaters Satravav ayabas nOenen, € éml péya av tt 
evdarmovias exexopnner® Ta jWodypaTa. vov bé 
Th ducews toyvi él TO ‘Popatov TroVnp@ (Xpe- 
uevos Edpracav adtav THY TohuTelay és TO 
eados Kabereity ioyuvoev. éeypnyopévar Te yap 
Sinvecés Kal Tarairwpey Kal TovetoOat ovx 
advNov tov évexa Epyov werroinrar  WoTe KOTO- 
deaTépas 4 del Kad’ EKAOT HY ToIs bmrnKoous qr t~ 
Texvacbar TAS cupdopas. ip yap, Sep elpnTat, 
Scadepovtos ofUs em vonoat TE Kab TANUS amro- 
TENET AL avoova epya, QOTE auTe Kal Ta THs 
dicews ayaba éri AUN TOV LrnKowY atroKeEKpi- 
cba EvvéBatve. 

10. [Ipaypdrov yap Av dwpia TOAAN Kal TOV 
etwOorwy ovdév eyervev, wvmTép mot obAtyor 
éripvncOevts. crwnn Sotéov Ta Nova fvpravra, 
OS Bn 0 oyos arépavTos en. TPOTA peev Yap 
ovder € és Baorixov akiopa éritnoeias exou oure 
autos elyev ouTe Evpdudaccev HELOV, GAXG THY 
TE yarrav Kal TO oYHMA Kal THY dudvovay éBap- 


B88 3 Bapifev. boa TE ypapecGar Tos avTou Bovrorto, 


ov TO Thy KOLALTTMPOS eX OvTe TLUNY, nmep 
eiddec, éméoTenre Tpoiecbat,” GAN avtos Te Ta 


ruxo: added by Alemannus. 

For abrby Piccolos proposed aid roy, Herwerden abzby rdy. 
éxexwpnce: GP, jpe S. 

komwoear épas Herwerden (Lexicon): roumrwderrépas. 
érégreAre mpviecba: Reiske, éréoreAde Sioixetobar Krase- 
ninnikov, éréoreAAe ypadpeoOa: Alemannus: éwréoredAey oleo Oat. 
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wild plants, and after sleeping perhaps one hour he 
would spend the rest of the time walking about 
constantly. And yet, if he had been willing to spend 
just this Easter-tide on good deeds, affairs would have 
advanced to a high pitch of prosperity. But as it was, 
by employing his natural strength for the ruin of the 
Romans, he succeeded in pulling down to the ground 
their whole political structure. For he made it his 
task to be constantly awake and to undergo hardships 
and to labour for no other purpose than to contrive 
constantly and every day more grievous calamities 
for his subjects. For he was, as has been said,! par- 
ticularly keen in devising and swift in executing 
unholy deeds, so that in the end even his natural 
good qualities resulted in the undoing of his subjects. 

xiv. For in the administration of affairs it was a 
time of the greatest confusion, and none of the 
customary procedures was maintained, as I shall 
shew by citing a few examples, while all the rest 
must be consigned to silence, so that my discourse 
may not be endless. First of all, he neither himself 
possessed any quality appropriate to the imperial 
dignity nor cared to foster any such quality in 
others, but in speech and in dress and in thinking 
he played the barbarian. And as to all the rescripts 
which he wished to have written from himself, he 
would not send them, as was the custom, to the man 
holding the office of Quaestor to promulgate, but 
instead would generally insist upon reading them out 


1 Book ITT. ix, 25; Chap. viii. 26. 
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a , e aA , 4 ? f 
TELTTA, KALTED OUTW THS YAWTTHS EXwy, Exdhe- 
fa! fi \ 
perv HEiov Kal TOV TapaTuyovTwWY TroAUS Outros 
ee \ 3 Oé 6 16 u 1 bd 4 2 
. 6 4, MOTE TOUS EVOEVOE HOiKNMELOUS! OvK eyeLY 
OTw émixanrolev. Tols d€ donKpHTLs Kadoupévars 
3 3 / \ > / 3 ‘ \ f 
oUK amrexéxptTo TO afiwpa és TO TA Bacirtéws 
3 , 9773 3 \ 3 / @ b / 
aToppnta ypadew, ep wirep® To avéexabey éreta- 
yaTo, Ghia Ta Te* drra eypadev avdTos® as 
an / 
elm@ely dtravTa Kal et mov c.aTacoev Tovs dtat- 
al ¢ \ ~ \ 
TaVTas év TONEL OENTELEV, ON TOTE AUTOIS TA és 
a ’ \ a 
Tv yuoow itéov ein. ov yap ela Tiva & ye TH 
‘Pwpatwovr apy? OLN avToVE Tas ~rndo 
WOUALWY APYH YVOLN aAUTOVOLW s wndous 
4 b / > , 
d:ddvat, AXA avPadslopuevos adoyioTw Tivl Tap- 
, X / 
pnola Kptoes Te avTas Tas écopevas © éopvOurter, 
b] a f , lal 4 , 
aKons Noyov mMpos Tov TaV StapEepowevov Naar, 
\ > / ? \ > 4 \ 
Kal avddtxea evOvs aBacavicotws ta dedixac- 
y \ 
péva” érroies, ov vouw Tul  Otxalw Hypévos, 
GN’ aTapaKkarUTTwWs alaypoKepceia HoowLEvO 
paxarvmras aiaxponepdela oodpevos. 
nw ¢ > a) 
Smpodoxayv yap o Bacirevs ove joXUVETO, TAacaY 
3 La) \ IO A aA > ? b / 
AUTOUD THY ALOW THS aTANaTLAas adedoperns. 


ToVs . . . Hoienuevous Reiske: rots .. . HOienuévars. 
For ote éxew Piccolos proposed odkér: elvar. 


< 


¢mep Reiske; ayzep. 4 re added by Dindorf, 
éypadey avrds Alemannus: é@ypagoy avrol. 

Reiske proposed écayoueras. 

SeSikacueva Suidas: dedoxtpacuéva. 


sy omen 


1 The documents in question would seem to have been 
imperial rescripia, which took the form either of epistolae, 
independent replies to petitions of individuals or of corpora- 
tions, or of subscriptiones or adnolationes written at the foot 
of petitions. 
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himself,! although his speech was uncouth, as I have 
just stated, and that too while a great throng of by- 
standers ... ,2 so that those who were wronged 
thereby had no one against whom they could lay a 
charge.2 And the confidential secretaries, as they 
are called, were not assigned the function of writing 
the Emperor’s confidential matters—the purpose for 
which these secretaries were appointed originally—he 
not only wrote practically everything himself, but also, 
whenever it became necessary to give instructions to 
the public arbitrators® in the city, he would tell 
them in writing what course they must take as regards 
the judgment they were to render. For he would 
not allow anyone within the Roman Empire to give 
decisions on independent judgment, but with an 
obstinate determination and with a sort of unreasoning 
frankness he himself arranged in advance the deci- 
sions to be given, accepting hearsay from one of the 
contestants, and thus straightway, without investi- 
gation, he upset cases which had been adjudged, not 
because he had been influenced by any law or con- 
sideration of justice, but manifestly because he was 
overcome by base greed. For the Emperor felt no 
shame in accepting bribes, since his insatiable greed 
took away all shame from him. 

* Something like f#eovey, “‘listened,” or rapéorncey, ‘‘ at- 
tended,” has been lost; possibly éweudnue:, ‘‘ gave servile 
applause.” 

3 Imperial rescripta, issuing from the highest authority of 
the State, were not subject to review. 

4 The Greek word is a transliteration of the Latin a secretis; 
cf. Book II. vii. 15. 

5 The term is an inheritance from the Athens of classical 
times, where the 8:airnrai, both ‘‘ public * and ‘“‘ private,” 


transacted much of the petty business which otherwise would 
encumber the law-courts, 
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TordaKes dé Ta Te TH} TUYENIT OD Bourn kal 
TO avToKpaTopl Seboxipacpéva és érépav Twa 
érehevryce Kplow. 7 bev yap Bovry OOTP éy 
eixove ExadOnTo, ovTe THS >Arnhouv ovTE TOU KaXodD 
Kupia ovoa, oxnuatos dé povov Kal vomou 
Evverdey evn TOArALOD elvena,, émel ovdé hwvny 
adelvat Twa oTwoby THY évTadla Fuverderypeveoy 
TO TapaT ay env, GAN 6 Te Bactrels Kal a 
GUVOLKOS €K TOD émi THELO TOY Svaray every jev 
adap ow TOV Seapepopeveov éoxnmtovto,? evita 
dé ta év aohiow avtois vmép Tovtwy Evyxeipeva. 
Hv oé To Sogerev oux éy aapanet elvar Tapave- 
vORNKOTE VEVLENKEVAL, 60¢ Kab arro TL Ypuaiov 
7 Bacrrei TOUTY T poe MEVvOS vosov evOus d16- 
TparTETo an’ évaytias dmdvrwv edOdvta tov 
m po Gey KELMEVOOD. my dé Kat tes &repos Tod- 
tov 67 Tov VOMOV TOV aTrohwora émiCntoin, 
aides avr ov meTakarely TE KaL avTixadioTavat 
av’toxpaTwp ovdaun anngion, ovdéyv Te év TH THS 
Suvd pews BeBaiw elo TI KEL, ann emavaro TEpt- 
pepouern TavTaXoae TAS dtKNS pom 677 ap 
auTny Bapyjcas 0 TrEeLwY Xpuoos avOerKew 
LoxXvoL, exert Oo Te €v TO Onpocte THS ayopas Kal 
TATA ex Harariov, Kal mpouTieTo ov dtKxac- 
TLKHS LOVOV, AAAG Kal vouoOeTiKNS THANTHPLA.? 

Tots be pepepevdapioss KANOUMEVOLS OUKETL 
amex pn AVEVEY KEL els TOV Bacvréa Tas TOV 
ixetevovTwy denoes, és O€ Tas apyas* avayyetrat 

1 77 added by Haury. 


Pb] 


éoxnntovto Reiske: gorxnrroy. 
nwanthpia Alemannus: aédrrnpias GS, wodurelas P. 
4 For és 6 ras dpxas Alemannus proposed o8é thy apy fv. 
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But often that which had been decided by the 
Senate and by the Emperor came up for another and 
final judgment. For the Senate sat as in a picture, 
having no control over its vote and no influence for 
good, but only assembled as a matter of form and in 
obedience to an ancient law, since it was quite 
impossible for anyone whomsoever of those gathered 
there even to raise a voice, but the Emperor and his 
Consort generally pretended to divide between them 
the matters in dispute, but that side prevailed which 
had been agreed upon by them in private. And if 
it seemed to any man who had broken the law that 
victory was not certain, such a person flung more 
gold to this Emperor and straightway secured 
a law going contrary to all laws which had been 
previously established. And if someone else should 
miss this cancelled law, the Emperor felt no re- 
luctance about calling it back once more and re- 
establishing it, and nothing stood firmly in force, 
but the scales of justice wavered and wandered in 
every direction according as the larger amount of 
gold weighing them down availed to pull them in 
one direction or the other; Justice was established 
in the market-place, and that too though she had 
once dwelt in the Palace, and there one could find 
salesrooms where could be bought for a price not only 
court decisions but also legislation. 

And the Referendarii, as they were called,t were 
no longer satisfied with merely referring to the 
Emperor the petitions of suppliants, and then in- 


1 Officials charged with ‘‘ announcing to the Emperor the 
petitions of his clients, and declaring to them in turn whatever 
his wish was.” Book II. xxiii. 6. 
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povor, nmrep eLm@Oet, 6 TL AV avT@ appt TO ixétyt 
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GBUVOUEVOV avEFENYKTOS ém paoaovto boa av 
avrots Ova pey ein. Kal oTpaTLaras * ol THY eV 
Taratio ppoupay éyovtes ev TH Bacireiw arog 
Tapa TOUS SuauTavTas ryev6 pevor Braig xeupl TAS 
dixas éohryov. mavTes Te OS el rely THY aUTaV 
exMLTOVTES Taku od0us TOTE KAT efovctay éBa- 
6: f0v ar opous TE Kal doriByTous ohiot Ta ™ po- 
TEpa oveas, Kau 7a, T™ pany war a, TANULLENOS TATA 
epépero, ovde dvopaTos TLVOS LOLOU peTAadaYéoVTa, 
EWKEL TE 2 TOT ebay Bacirio. maslovrav TaLoiwy. 
ddA Ta yey adAXa p01 TrapiTéon, WoTeEp Tove 
dpyouevos TOU NOYoU Ueto”, NereFer au 6€ GoTLS 
avnp T POT OS dixdlovta Swpodoxety tov Baotréa 
TOUTOV avéTrELGe. 

Kéry Alemannus: olkérn. 


morel Hevov Reiske: droxeluevor, 


| 
ay 
8 grpari@ra: Alemannus: oraci@rat. 





1 Taken from Aristophanes, Clouds, 889 ff., where Unjust 
Reason is a character who defends the ‘‘new education” 
sponsored there by Socrates. 

* CT. Aristophanes, Kniyhts, 632, ral rots evaxirpotarw 
elamarwuevny. 

8 The site of this building is probably defined by the cistern, 
which still serves its purpose, now known as Yeri Batan Serai 
(‘‘ Underground Palace”) and situated a short distance to 
the west of the Church of St. Sophia; this cistern was excavated 
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forming the magistrates, in the usual way, what his 
decisions were concerning the petitioners, but 
collecting from the whole world the “ unjust reason,” ? 
they kept deceiving Justinian with sundry sophistries? 
and chicaneries, he being by nature an easy victim for 
those practising these tricks. And as soon as they 
were outside the Palace and had taken measures to 
keep the litigants away from those with whom they 
themselves had talked, they proceeded to exact 
money—there being nobody to protect the rights of 
the litigants—in such a way that the business could 
not be proved against them and in such quantities as 
seemed to them sufficient. And the soldiers who 
kept guard in the Palace would come before the 
public arbitrators as they sat in the Royal Stoa? and 
force them to admit their cases. And practically all 
the soldiers at that time were abandoning their 
proper posts and, according to their own sweet will, 
walking in ways that were forbidden and had hitherto 
never been open to them to tread, and everything 
was being swept along pell-mell, not even retaining 
any proper designation of its own, and the common- 
wealth resembled a kingdom of children at play. 
But while the rest must be passed over by me, as 
I intimated when I began this account,® yet it shall 
be told who the first man was to persuade this 
Emperor to accept a bribe while presiding at a trial. 


es gene under a section of the Royal Stoa; see Buildings, 
. xi. 12, 

4 The reference is to the children’s game called BaciAlvbe, 
in which the children are ruled over by a make-believe king, 
who is surrounded by court officials after the fashion of his 
country. Cf. the boy Cyrus as ‘‘ King’ in Herodotus, I. 114, 
Pollux, IX. 110. 

5 Chap. i. 1-10. 
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ExXaTEpa TOV eT aUT@ TpooTePappynKoTwr OX«- 


1 7b added by Reiske. 
* Herwerden proposed mpotedappnxdrwr. 
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There was a certain Leon, a Cilician by birth, a man 
extraordinarily devoted to the love of money. This 
Leon came to be the mightiest of all flatterers and 
shewed a capacity for suggesting to the minds of 
stupid persons that which already had been determined 
upon. For he had a kind of persuasiveness which 
helped him, when dealing with the fatuity of the 
tyrant, to accomplish the destruction of his fellow- 
men. This man was the first to persuade Justinian 
to sell legal decisions for money. And when that 
sovereign had once decided to follow, in his stealing, 
the plan which has been described, he never stopped, 
but this evil kept advancing until it grew to a great 
size; and whoever was eager to lodge an unjust 
accusation against a citizen of the respectable sort 
proceeded straightway to Leon, and by promising 
that some portion of the disputed property should 
fall to both the tyrant and to him, he had forthwith 
won his case, however unjustly, before he left the 
Palace.t And Leon succeeded in acquiring from this 
source a truly huge amount of money, and he came 
into possession of much land, and in so doing became 
the chief agent in bringing the Roman State to its 
knees. Indeed there was no security for those who 
had entered into contracts, no law, no oath, no 
documents, no fixed penalty, no other resource at all 
except to fling out money to Leon and the Emperor. 
Yet not even this process enjoyed the fixed approval 
of Leon’s judgment, but he insisted upon getting 
money from the other side as well. For since he 
stole constantly in both directions, he never suspected 


1 «.e, getting Leon’s consent to bring the suit was tantamount 
to winning the case, so completely were the judges under 
control. 
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1 obdauy GP, oddeuiay S. 


2 Reiske wonld delete air#. 
3 3: Maltretus: re. 
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that to neglect those who had put their confidence 
in him and to go against them involved any shame. 
For provided only that gain accrue, he believed that 
no disgrace would attach to him in playing off 
both sides. 

xv. Such, then, was Justinian. As for Theodora, 
she had a mind fixed firmly and persistently upon 
cruelty. For she never did anything at any time as 
the result of persuasion or compulsion by another 
person, but she herself, applying a stubborn will, 
carried out her decisions with all her might, no one 
daring to intercede for the victim who had given 
offence. For neither length of time, nor surfeit of 
punishment, no trick of supplication, no threat of 
death—fully expected to fall from Heaven upon the 
whole race—could persuade her to abate one jot of 
her wrath. And to state the matter briefly, no one 
ever saw Theodora reconciled with one who had given 
offence, even after the person had died, but the son 
of the deceased received the Empress’ enmity as an 
inheritance from him, just as he received anything 
else that had been his father’s, and passed it on to 
the third generation. For her passion, while more 
than ready to be stirred to the destruction of men, 
was beyond any power to assuage. 

Her body she treated with more care than was 
necessary, yet less than she herself could have 
wished. For instance, she used to enter the bath 
very early and quit it very late, and after finishing 
her bathing, she would go thence to her breakfast. 
After partaking of breakfast she would rest. At 





* ovde Haury: #3 hence Reiske proposed } (avr 4. 
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l dementrwxvia S, éuwerrwxuia GP, 
2 woAAy Alemannus: 7oAA@. 
2 foravro Alemannus: ioraro. 
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luncheon, however, and dinner she partook of all 
manner of foods and drinks; and sleep for long 
stretches of time would constantly lay hold of her, 
both in the daytime up to nightfall and at night up 
to sunrise; and though she had to such an extent 
strayed into every path of incontinence for so long 
a portion of the day, she claimed the right to ad- 
minister the whole Roman Empire. And if the 
Emperor should impose any task upon a man without 
her consent, that man’s affairs would suffer such a 
turn of fortune that not long thereafter he would be 
dismissed from his office with the greatest indignities 
and would die a most shameful death. 

Now for Justinian it was rather easy to manage 
everything, not only because of his easy-going dis- 
position, but also because he rarely slept, as has been 
stated,! and was the most accessible person in the 
world. Tor even men of low estate and altogether 
obscure had complete freedom, not merely to come 
before this tyrant, but also to converse with him and 
to enjoy confidential relations with him. The 
Empress, on the other hand, could not be approached 
even by one of the magistrates, except at the expense 
of much time and labour, but, actually, they all had 
to wait constantly upon her convenience with a servile 
kind of assiduity, waiting in a small and stuffy ante- 
room for an endless time. For it was a risk beyond 
bearing for any one of the officials to be absent. And 
they stood there constantly upon the tips of their 
toes, each one straining to hold his head higher than 
the persons next to him, in order that the eunuchs 
when they came out might see him. And some of 


1 Chap. xiii, 28, 30. 
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és THY yvooww atravOpwria tis Bactribos? ro 


1 kabeormrwy Haury: karnnowy Aniver@er. KraSeninnikov 
proposed katnidwy Kal rov Antler bat. 
. 2 dipeerkesy Alemannus : dpéo kn. 
3 ris BaoiAldos Piccolos: rh BaciAlde. 
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them were summoned at last, after many days, and 
going in to her presence in great fear they very 
quickly departed, having simply done obeisance and 
having touched the instep of each of her feet with the 
tips of their lips. For there was no opportunity to 
speak or to make any request unless she bade them 
to do so. For the Government had sunk into a 
servile condition, having her as slave-instructor. 
Thus the Roman State was being ruined partly by 
the tyrant, who seemed too good-natured, and partly 
by Theodora, who was harsh and exceedingly difficult. 
For whereas in the good-nature of the one there was 
instability, in the difficult nature of the other there 
was a bar to action. 

So in their thinking and in their habits of life the 
contrast between them was clear, yet they had in 
common their avarice, their lust for murder and their 
untruthfulness to all. For both of them were exceed- 
ingly gifted} in lying, and if any of those who had 
offended Theodora was reported to be committing 
any wrong, even though it were trivial and utterly 
unworthy of notice, she straightway fabricated 
accusations which had no application to the man and 
thus she exaggerated the matter into a terrible crime. 
And she listened to a great mass of accusations, and 
there was a court which sat on questions of repealing 
the established laws, and judges assembled who were 
brought together by her, whose function it was to 
contend with each other as to which of them by the 
inhumanity shewn in the judgment should be able 

1 émirndelws elxov as in Thuc. V. 82. 1. 
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1 oftw Reiske: rovrw. 

2 ri) Reiske: tis. 

3 For édpuhv Reiske proposed épynv. 

4 qv after more deleted by Alemannus. 

> _, denbnoduevas (VP, denodperos S, Sen dja Suidas. 
6 tnep—nponaboton Maltretus: arep rpopnaxotca. 
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better than the others to satisfy the Empress’ purpose. 
And thus she immediately caused the property of 
any man who had given offence to be confiscated 
to the public treasury, and after treating him with 
most bitter cruelty, though he might perhaps belong 
to an ancient line of patricians, she felt no hesitation 
whatever in penalizing him with either banishment or 
death. But if any of her favourites chanced to be 
found guilty of wrongful manslaughter or of any 
other of the major offences, she by ridicule and 
mockery of the zeal of the prosecutors compelled 
them, much against their will, to hush up what had 
happened. 

Indeed she also made it her business, whenever 
it seemed best to her, to change even the most 
serious matters to an occasion for buffoonery, as 
though she were on the stage in the theatre. And 
on a certain occasion one of the patricians, an old 
man who had spent a long time in ofice—-whose name 
I shall by no means mention, though I know it well, 
that I may not indefinitely prolong the disgrace 
which fell upon him—being unable to collect a debt 
from one of the Empress’ servants who owed him a 
large sum, appealed to her in order to lay a charge 
against the man who had made a contract with him 
and to entreat her to assist him to obtain justice. 
But Theodora, learning of his purpose in advance, 
instructed the eunuchs that when the patrician came 
before her, they should all stand about him in a circle 
and should listen attentively to her as she spoke, 
suggesting to them what words they should say in 
the manner of a “response.”’+ And when the 


1 They were to ‘‘respond” like priests in the modern 
Orthodox Church service. 
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Té ot TA OlKaLa Kal TOV TapovT@y amarnratar 
34 KAKOY.” 0 Lev Tatra elmrev. " 66 yun amex pi- 
VaTO éuped@s, ‘TaTpiKLe O Selva, Kab 0 TOV 


1 aroxexpicbat GP, dmoxpiverba: S, 
2 €ywy Alemannus: éoyev. 
3 meio « Dindorf: welon. 
4 riypart Reiske: mpdypari. 
i The obeisance at this time consisted of complete pros- 
tration and kissing the feet of the person thus saluted, being 
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patrician entered the women’s quarters, he did his 
obeisance before her in the customary manner,} 
and with a face that seemed stained with tears, said, 
“ Mistress, it is a grievous thing for a man of patrician 
rank to be in need of money. For that which in the 
ease of other men calls forth forgiveness and com- 
passion is accounted outrageous in men of my rank. 
For in the case of any other man in extreme destitu- 
tion, it is possible, simply by stating this fact to his 
creditors, to escape straightway from the embarrass- 
ment, but if a man of patrician rank should not have 
the means to meet his obligations to his creditors, 
most likely he would be ashamed to mention it, but 
if he did mention it, he would never be believed, 
since all men would feel that it is not a possible thing 
for poverty to be a housemate of a man of this class. 
But if he does win belief, it will fall to his lot to suffer 
the most shameful and distressing affliction of all.? 
Now, my Mistress, I do have financial relations with 
men, some of whom have loaned their substance to 
me, and some have borrowed from me. As for my 
creditors, who most persistently dog my steps, I am 
unable through the shame proper to my position to 
put them off, while as for those who are in debt to 
me, since they happen not to be patricians, they take 
refuge in certain inhuman excuses. Therefore I 
entreat and supplicate and beg you to assist me in 
obtaining my rights and in escaping from my present 
ills.” So he spoke. And the woman replied, in 
sing-song, “‘ O Patrician So-and-So”’ (naming him),? 
required of all in approaching the Empress as well as the 
Emperor. See the protest of Procopius in Chap. xxx. 21-26. 
* 7.e. social disgrace as well as bankruptcy. 

: : Procopius conceals the name as he promised to do in 
DOC. WO. 
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, € / \ > \ > > 3 “ 
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“ e / Lg \ vd , “A 
TOV ETOMEVWY O TOAUS OpwhOS KaKoTrAaVELAa TOAAT 
ra) / \ 
elyeToO. TOY Te avayKalwyv yap éotravfov Kai 
, e , / ov \ 
Garatriots wptrtouv xwwodvvols, arAdAwWS TE Kal 
Ca) 4 f >? oa 
NELtu@VOS, Av oUTW TUX,” émiTETOVTOS, 1) TOU 
f > A f 3 / 3 ’ b \ 
KyTOUS evTavod ToL eTLaKnWaVTOS. GAN auUToOL 
Ta TavToY avopwrav KaKa ovdev TPay"a wWOVTO 
elvat, Goov® Hv ye povoy avtois tpudav éFen. 
¢ nw 
otrotos 6€ 0 Oeodapas mpos Tovs TporKEexpov- 
f b) / , 4 3 / , > , 
KOTAS epalvEeTo TPOTOS, AUTLKA OnAOTO, OALY@Y 
dnrovote émipvynobets, ws py ATEXEUTNTA Tovey 
d0Fatut. 


1 For av Piccolos proposed of, KraSeninnikov $7. Haury 
would delete. 

2 rbxn Corrector of G, PS, tbx0: GI. 

® Haury holds that either dgcoy should be deleted or 
transposed to before éfefn, ‘‘if only they themselves could 
live in complete luxury.” Reiske proposed 8cov #6eAop, 
‘such luxury as they wished,” Piccolos 008 écov eimety, 
‘‘worth speaking of,” with the preceding ‘‘ nothing at all.” 

4 rpdnos added by Alemannus after @eoddpas, xéros by 
Reiske. 
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and the chorus of eunuchs, catching up the strain, 
said responsively, “It’s a large hernia you have!” 
And when the man again made supplication and 
uttered words resembling what he had said before, 
the woman replied again in the same strain and the 
chorus chanted the response, until the poor wretch 
in despair made his obeisance in the customary 
manner and departing thence went home. 

And she lived the greatest part of the year in the 
suburbs on the seashore, and particularly in the place 
called Herion,! and consequently the large retinue 
of attendants were grievously afflicted. For they 
had a scant supply of provisions and they were 
exposed to the dangers of the sea, particularly when 
a storm came down, as often happened, or when the 
whale ? made a descent somewhere in the neighbour- 
hood. However, they ? considered the ills of all man- 
kind to be nothing at all, provided only that they 
should be able themselves to live in luxury. And I 
shall straightway make clear of what sort was the 
character of Theodora as revealed in her treatment 
of those who had given offence, mentioning only a 
few details so that I may not seem to labour at an 
endless task. 


1 On the Asiatic shore of the Bosporus; called also Heraeum 
and, much more commonly, Hieron; cf. Buildings I. iii. 10. 
Arrian, Periplus 12, gives the following note: ‘‘Near the 
Thracian Bosporus and the mouth of the Euxine Sea, on the 
Asiatic side at the right, which belongs to the race of the 
Bithynians, lies the place called Hieron, where is a temple of 
Zeus Ourius, as it is called. And this place is the starting- 
point for those sailing into the Pontus.”’ 

* This creature was called Porphyrion, and harassed 
Shipping in the waters about Byzantium for a period of fifty 
years; see Book VII. xxix. 9 ff. 

+ Justinian and Theodora. 
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is’. “Hytxa ~AuaracodvGa ths év Tor8ous 
amarrXaketovoa dsaTpihis petaunticyesr lai Te 
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peyarorpemés Kal Stag epovTes appevomov, dpa 
bé Kal TO TOU avd pos eXad pov detcaca, ovK ert 
[LK pols THY Cndotumiay efnveyKev, aN evedpevery 
THY yuvaika pexpls és Oavatov év Boury EaXev. 
avTiKa ToLvUL avatrelGer Tov dvdpa Ilérpov 
fovoyv auToy are mpeo Bevoovra és ‘Tradtap 
Téprbpat. @ 67 TTENNOLEVD Bactreds pev émré- 
oTENNEV arep poot év ToIS eyeatpors Sedupynras 
oyous, tva 67) Mol TOY TET PAY LEV OV ex UG TOUS 
moltoGar tas arnOeias déee ths Bactrtdos 


4 aduvara, * 7. avn 6€ TOUTO émryyEeNrE jovon, 


OTL TaXLoT a.” THY yuvaika é€& avélparr wy apa- 
veel, éxr édridos oxelo Pas peyadwy ayabey, i ty 
TA eM NY YEAMEVA. | ToLoin, KaTactHsapern * TOV 
dvOpwov. Kal ds év ‘Iradig ‘yevopevos (ow yap 
olden avOparrov pots oKvNpas és aOuxov dovoy 
leva, apxXis Tivos tows n XPNBAT OV éy édrioe 
KELLEVOOV peydhov) OUK ol0a HvTiva Oevdarep 
Ta paivEeot TOWN a LEVOS diaxpyoac bar THY ’Apa- 
LacotvOav avérece. Kal am * adtod & te TO 


1 g5di:ara GS, didvaros P. 
2 raxtora GS, waruota P, 
3 Katagrncapévy GS, kata yaorpds wévew P, 
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xvi. At the time when Amalasuntha, desiring to 
leave the company of the Goths, decided to transform 
her life and to take the road to Byzantium, as has 
been stated in the previous narrative,! Theodora, 
considering that the woman was of noble birth and 
a queen, and very comely to look upon and exceed- 
ingly quick at contriving ways and means for what- 
ever she wanted, but feeling suspicious of her magnifi- 
cent bearing and exceptionally virile manner, and at 
the same time fearing the fickleness of her husband 
Justinian, expressed her jealousy in no trivial way, 
but she schemed to lie in wait for the woman even 
unto her death. Straightway, then, she persuaded 
her husband to send Peter, unaccompanied by others, 
to be his ambassador to Italy. And as he was setting 
out, the Emperor gave him such instructions as have 
been set forth in the appropriate passage,? where, 
however, it was impossible for me, through fear of 
the Empress, to reveal the truth of what took place. 
She herself, however, gave him one command only, 
namely, to put the woman out of the world as 
quickly as possible, causing the man to be carried 
away by the hope of great rewards if he should 
execute her commands. So as soon as he arrived in 
Italy—and indeed man’s nature knows not how to 
proceed in a hesitant, shrinking way to a foul murder 
when some office, perhaps, or a large sum of money is 
to be hoped for—persuaded Theodatus, by what 
kind of exhortation I do not know, to destroy Ama- 
lasuntha. And as a reward for this he attained the 


1 Book VY. ii. 22. 2 Book V. iv. 17. 


é oo? 


4 Gor’ Alemannus: gr’. 
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A - > f 4 \ bd \ n 
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éTeNeUTA. TV be TUS ‘Toveriviave eT TONY PA 
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Taprayov Kab mpeTreoy ® TO mpoorary * TOV 
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olomevos: 820 én Kal XPNMAT OY peyddov xedptos * 
ove ey diKyn TaXLoTA yeyove. ToUTOV 67) dire 
dppudlorra TE Kal Ob avTLTEiverv TELPO{LEVOY 7 
Beodwpa és Tov dvdpa déBare. Kal Ta pep 
TPOTA OVOEV FVUTEV, OV TOAA® O€ VoTEpoy avr? 
pev TOV avO pwr ov Ker uavos pécouv és vady 
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aca leper OUTL éxovo Loy ju dryKac ev eivat. 
avTos 66 doxnow TA peXOjLEVvOS ore on TOY Trotou- 
pevenv ovoev eldein IIpioxov pev ov Sunpevvato 
én ys etn ovde €v pvnun TO AosTOV Etyer, 
adhe oLWT Haomep ° Andapye GNOUS Kabijaro, 
Ta HEVvTOL Xpnpara odirywn & OL GOT ONEN ELM MELOY 
edqicaro Tara. UTrovrias dé oupmesovons avTH 
épwTokynTTw elvar’ és THY olKeTaVv Eva, ’Apeo- 

1 éxOous Haury : éxOpav. 

* For ™ pemwy Reiske suggested orevday, 

TS mpoor ary Alemannus: tov ™poorarou. 

4 Gy and tripxev deleted by Haury : Gv Kuptos vmripxev. 
Reiske suggested peydAwy kxupios, aw apxis mevxpds or, 
‘‘ master of great wealth, though originally he was a pauper,” 
Piccolos &r &uorpos imjpxe xvptos, ‘‘ master of wealth to which 
he had no claim.” 

5 homeo, S, domep yap GP. 

6 Before éAlywy Haury thinks xalrep cuyyevray odx should 
be supplied. 
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rank of Magister, and acquired great power and 
a hatred surpassed by none. 

Such, then, was the end of Amalasuntha. But 
Justinian had a certain secretary, Priscus by name, a 
thorough villain and a blusterer,? and very well quali- 
fied in character to satisfy his master, but very well 
disposed towards Justinian and believing that he 
enjoyed a similar goodwill on his part. Consequently, 
by unjust means, he very quickly became possessed of 
alarge fortune. But Theodora slandered the man to 
her husband, alleging that he bore himself with super- 
cilious pride and was always trying to oppose her. 
And though at first she met with no success, she not 
much later, in the middle of the winter, put the man 
aboard ship and sent him away to a destination which 
the Impress had selected, and she caused his head 
to be shaved and compelled him quite against his 
will to be a priest. Justinian himself meanwhile 
gave the impression that he knew nothing of what 
was going on, and he made no investigation as to 
where in the world Priscus was nor did the man 
enter his thoughts thereafter, but he sat in silence 
as if overcome by lethargy, not forgetting, however, 
to plunder all the small remainder of the man’s 
fortune. And at one time a suspicion arose that 
Theodora was smitten with love of one of the 


1 Magister Officiorum, Commander of the Palace troops, a 
position of considerable importance; cf. Book I. viii. 2. 

2 As if from rapaad¢w, “* bluster.” The word has acquired 
this meaning from Aristophanes, Knights, where Cleon 
appears as “‘the Paphlagonian” with the connotation 
‘* blusterer.”’ 


épwroanmry elva: added by Haury. Procopiana, Progr. 
Mun., 1893, p. 36. 
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pevn eruyxaver, arrodvoac bas Bovropévn TO 
eye pa, Kaimep, ATS pact, TOU avd poTou Oal- 
povios épaca, éy pev TO TApPOvTt TLKPOTATA 
aQuToVv am ovodeutas aitias aixiFer bar éyvo, TO 
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eTVYYaVEY WY, LOVN TE ATH TOV VTOVpyoUVTMY 
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1 twa Tae TpookKeKpovROTwY Haury, TL TOV T POTKEXPOVKOT WY 
Orelli: rv: tov mpotkexpouxéra. 
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domestics, Areobindus by name, a man of barbarian 
lineage but withal handsome and young, whom she 
herself had, as it chanced, appointed to be steward ; 
so she, wishing to combat the charge, though they 
say that she did love the man desperately, decided 
for the moment to maltreat him most cruelly for 
no real cause, and afterwards we knew nothing at 
all about the man, nor has anyone seen him to this 
day. For if it was her wish to conceal anything 
that was being done, that thing remained unspoken 
of and unmentioned by all, and it was thenceforth 
not permitted either for any man who had knowledge 
of the matter to report the fact to any of his kinsmen 
or for anyone who wished to learn the truth about 
him to make enquiry, even though he were very 
curious. Tor since there have been human beings 
there has never been such fear of any tyrant, for 
there was not even a possibility of concealment for 
one who had given offence. For a throng of spies 
kept reporting to her what was said and done both 
in the market-place and in the homes of the people. 
When, therefore, she did not wish the offender’s 
punishment to be published abroad, she used to take 
the following course. She would summon the man, 
if he chanced to be one of the notables, and secretly 
would put him in the charge of one of her ministers 
and command him secretly to convey the man to 
the uttermost parts of the Roman Empire. So he 
at an unseasonable hour of the night would put the 
man on board a ship, seeing that he was thoroughly 
bundled up and shackled, and also go on board 
with him, and he very stealthily delivered him over, 
at the point which had been indicated by the woman, 
to the man qualified for this service ; then he departed 
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1 Qremov Haury: ére:mmy. 
2 rivt Haury: 7. 
3 aroreuvoueyvn Dindorf: amerewoupérn. 
4 avetedéyutws G, dvetéreyxroy PS, 


+ Of the several churches in Byzantium and the suburbs 
dedicated to the Archangel Michael it is probably not possible 
to identify the one to which Vasianus fled. 

2 Probably the Quaesitor; cf. Chap. xx. 9. 
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after directing the man to guard the prisoner as 
securely as possible and forbidding him to speak of 
the matter to anyone until either the Empress should 
take pity on the poor wretch, or, after suffering for 
years a lingering death by reason of the miseries 
of his existence in that place and utterly wasting 
away, he should at last end his days. 

And she also conceived an anger against a certain 
Vasianus, a youthful member of the Green Faction 
and not without distinction, for having covered her 
with abuse. For this reason Vasianus (for he had 
not failed to hear of this anger) fled to the Church of 
the Archangel.t. And she immediately set upon 
him the official in charge of the people,? commanding 
him to make no point of his abuse of her, but laying 
against him the charge of sodomy. And the official 
removed the man from the sanctuary and inflicted 
a certain intolerable punishment upon him.? And 
the populace, upon seeing a free-born man involved 
in such dire misfortunes, a man who had long 
been living in luxury, were all straightway filled 
with anguish at the calamity and in lamentation 
raised their cries to the heavens, seeking to intercede 
for the youth. She, however, only punished him 
even more, and cutting off his private parts destroyed 
him without a trial and confiscated his property to 
the Treasury. Thus whenever this hussy became 
angry, no sanctuary proved secure nor did any legal 
prohibition hold, nor could the supplication of a 


8 The exact nature of this humiliating punishment is not 
known. But cf. Chap. xi. 36: Gibbon-Bury IV. 505, note 
202 (ed. 4) refer, for the laws of Constantine and his sucessors 
against sexual crimes, to the Theodosian Code 1. ix. tit. vii. 
leg. 7; 1. xi. tit. xxxvi. leg. 1,4, and to the Justinian Code 
L. ix. tit. ix. leg. 30, 31. 
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TOV TAPATETTOKOTO iKavn épaivero ovca, ove 
GANO avTH AT UT OL TOY 7 AVT OD ovdey. 

Kat Acoyévnv 8é Twa ola ITpdotvoy ora bu 
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Tepti rev. ETeL TE OL ovden T povyx wpe, veupay 
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1 frep Dindorf: ep. 

2 wepedttavras Alemannus: mepieAigavres. 

3 @eddwpos Haury: beodmHpa. 

4 avarddooev KraSeninnikov: amadAdooetv. 
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whole city, as it was clearly shewn, avail to rescue 
the offender, nor could anything else whatever stand 
in her way. 

And being angry with a certain Diogenes, as being 
a Green, a man who was witty and liked by all, even 
by the Emperor himself, she nevertheless was deter- 
mined to bring against him the slanderous charge of 
male intercourse. Consequently she persuaded two 
of his own domestics to act as both accusers and 
witnesses and set them upon their owner. And 
when he was first examined, not secretly and with 
the great privacy which is usually observed, but in a 
public trial, with many judges appointed who were 
men of note, all on account of the reputation of 
Diogenes, since it did not seem to the judges, as 
they sought to get at the exact truth, that the state- 
ments of the domestics were of sufficient weight to 
justify a decision, particularly as they were young 
boys, she confined Theodore, one of the connections 
of Diogenes, in the usual cells. There she attacked 
the man with much cajolery and also with abuse. 
But since she met with no success, she caused the 
attendants to wind a leathern strap on the man’s 
head, about his ears, and then ordered them to twist 
and so to tighten the strap. And Theodore believed 
that his eyes had jumped out of his head, leaving 
their proper seats, yet he was unwilling to fabricate 
any untruth. So finally the judges acquitted Dio- 
genes on the ground that the charge was unsupported 
by evidence, and the whole city in consequence 
celebrated a public holiday. 

xvii. Such was the outcome of this affair. But at 
the beginning of this Book I told all that the Empress 





5 Avoyévous added by Haury. 
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Bericdpiov te cal Pwtiov Kxai Bovtnv adrh 
épyacbein. octaci@tat 5é Béveros duo Kidsxes 
ryEVOS Karruwike TO Kudixtas Acutépas apxXovTt 
ov FopvBo TOA emoTavTes XeLpav AOLKOV 
én avuTov Hp&av, TOV Te avTovD lmmoKomnov 
dy xe rd Tou égT@TA Kal apovety TO KEKTN EVD 
TeLpwuEvoV ExTEvaV, TOU Te adpxovtos Kab TOU 
Syjpou Gewpevov TavTos. xa 0 “ey TOUS TTACLO- 
Tas dAAwy Te ToAAOY Kal TODdE aNOVTAaS TOU 
dovov év dixn avetrdev, 7 8@ uaGotdoa Kat dre} 
TOUS Beverous T pooTroleiTat evdernvupern, ere 
AaUTOV THY apYnV éeXovTa év T® TOY povéwy TAD 
aver Kodo TeV ovdevt NOVO. Bactrevs dé Ke r.deLD 
Te Kal odvperGar Tov aTro\wAOTA TKNTTOLEVOS 
Kad ijoro ypurrivon, TONG TE TOLS és THY m pati 
UmoupynKoow GVATELVAUEVOS ovdey Gdpace, TA 
HEVTOL XPnLaT a, Tov TeTeNEUTHKOTOS AnifecOat 
ws Heora anntiwcer. 

"AANA Kal uUTrép dpaptacav TOY es TO aac 


KONATELS TH Ocodwpg emtvosty eTLMENES 7) my. TO pvas 


apenet TAEOY 1) MEVTAKOTLAS ayeipaca év ayopa 
Keon és TtpiwBoror, boop amoChy pa Papvoveas, 
Es Té TY ayTvTepas TELPOV orethaca év TO 
Kkadovpevm Metavoia? povactypip xabeipte TOV 
Biov petapdiécacbat dvaynavouca. QV on) TLVES 
épplmrouy auras 3 ad’ infnroo VUKT@P, TAUTY TE 
Ths akovalov petaPorns arnAdAaccorTo. 


1 xal $es Haury: Or: Kal. 

2 Meravolz added before xadovnévy by KraSeninnikov . . 
kahoupevy Meravolas Dindorf. 

8 giras Alemannus: aitods or abrovs. 
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did to Belisarius and Photius and Bouzes.t And two 
members of the Blue Faction, Cilicians by birth, 
with a great tumult set upon Callinicus, Governor 
of the Second Cilicia, and proceeded to lay violent 
hands upon him, and they slew the man’s groom who 
stood hard by and was trying to defend his master, 
while the Governor and the whole populace looked 
on. And he by process of law brought about the 
death of the factionists, who were found guilty of 
this and of many other murders, but she, upon learn- 
ing about this and making a display of the fact that 
she favoured the Blues, caused him to be impaled for 
no good reason and while he still held office, on the 
grave of the murderers. And the Emperor, pretend- 
ing to weep and lament over the murdered man, sat 
there groaning, and though he held many threats 
over those who had performed the deed, he did 
nothing; yet he by no means declined to plunder the 
money of the deceased. 

But Theodora also concerned herself to devise 
punishments for sins against the body. Harlots, 
for instance, to the number of more than five hundred 
who plied their trade in the midst of the market- 
place at the rate of three obols—just enough to live 
on—she gathered together, and sending them over 
to the opposite mainland she confined them in the 
Convent of Repentance, as it is called,? trying there 
to compel them to adopt a new manner of life. And 
some of them threw themselves down from a height 
at night and thus escaped the unwelcome trans- 
formation. 

* This convent was on the Asiatic shore of the Bosporus. 
For a somewhat different account cf. Buildings I. ix. 3, where 


the name given to the retreat, lost from the MSS. of the 
Secret History, is preserved. 
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Avo && xopar év Bulavtiw aderdal Atynv, ovK 
ék WATPOS Te Kab Tpuyovias vrdteoy povov, ann’ 
avéxabev aiparos TOU 7 POT ov ev ve wh TVYKANTO 
BovrAn yeryovviar. Taurats non és ye pov éMov- 
TAIS dmohwdoTov trav} avdpav? XNpaes ryeyovévat 
Euvérrecey. auTiKa dé dvopas 7 Ocodmpa dv0 
anenanous TE Kal Bderupois aTohéfaca ouvoLKi- 
Cerv® avtais év omove) eX ev, emixahodaa Tay 
eyes Body. OTe p iva pL YevTAL deioara, 
é¢ TO THS Lodias lepov pevyovow, és Te Tov Oetov 
LouTpava éXGovcat THs evTaida KorupSnopas 
dmplé elyovto. adda TooauTnY avTais avayKnv 
Te Kal KaxoTaGeaav mpocetpivato % Baciioca 
WoTe avuTais aTaddak€etovaars Tov évOévie KaKOY 
Tov yduov avtav* daytaddakacOat év orrovey 
yéyorev. oUTwS auth axXpavTos oveels 7) aavros 
pepevnne VOpOS. avTaL per ovy avopact TT WX OLS 
Te Kal ATE ppl uLpLevous TOAAD amo THS oheTépas 
akias aKovolar Ew@xtoOncar, Kam ep eUTrAaTpLog@y 
apior TapovT@v PUNT TNPOD. ) O€ UHATNP auTais 
xnpa KaL QUT? yeyouuta ee avoLLagar ouTe 
amokrabcar TOhWHGA TO 7d 0s Taphy TH eyyun. 
DoTepov é€ adocrovpery ° a] Ocodwpa To plac wa, 
Snpootats auTas mapnyophe as Evupopais eyvo. 

\ 
apxovTa yap ex ATE POV KATETTITATO. Kab Tats 
per KOpals mapayuy7) ovd a> yeryove, man 88 
aviKeata Kal avvmotota Tots UTNKOOLS axedov 
TeS Grace Tpos THY avdpav TovTwyv EvynvéxOn 
ray Alemannus: Te. 
avépayv Dindorf: & O@pérwy. 
curvoxiCey Haury: cuv(tuv)otxely. 
avtav (GP, abroy S. 
apoorovueyn Haury: drocetopevy. 
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There were two girls in Byzantium who were 
sisters; they were not only the offspring of a consular 
father and of three generations of Consuls, but drew 
their lineage from men who from remote times were 
of the foremost blood of the whole Senate. These 
had previously entered into marriage, but it had 
come about by the death of their husbands that 
they became widows. And immediately Theodora 
selected two men—men who were not only of the 
common herd, but also disgusting fellows—-and made 
it her business to mate them with the women, whom 
she charged with living unchaste lives. And they, 
fearing lest this be brought to pass, fled into the 
Church of Sophia, and coming into the holy baptismal 
chamber, they seized with their hands the font 
which is there. But the Empress Theodora inflicted 
upon them such dire constraint and suffering that 
in their desire to escape these woes they became 
eager enough to accept the marriage in place of 
them. Thus for her no place remained undefiled or 
inviolate. So these women, against their wills, 
were united in marriage to men who were beggars 
and outcasts, much beneath them in standing, 
although noble suitors were at hand for them. And 
their mother, who also had become a widow, not 
daring to groan or to cry out at the calamity, attended 
the betrothal. But later Theodora, by way of 
expiating the scandal, decided to console them at 
the expense of public misfortunes. For she ap- 
pointed both of the men magistrates. But no 
comfort came to the girls even so, and woes incurable 
and unbearable fell from the hands of these men 
upon practically all their subordinates, as will be 


6 718, rots G, omitted by P, 
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madety, &TEP [LOL év Tots dma Gev ovyous eré- 
Eerat. Ocodapg yap oure apxis ore TONTEeLas 
a€iocts ouUTE TL adXo émiperes Hv, eb TO BovANLA 
Tepavel Tat LOvov, 

‘Ervyyave é Umo Tou Kungaca TOV épactay 
HviKa ert ert cHKNVTS HY, 70d 6é KaKod owe TOD 
Karpod atabouery maya pev €> TO auBruo Ket, 
Bomep 2 elwOer, érrotet, dco pov dé GrroxTiwyuval TO 
Bpédos ovde ua LNKXavyn elxer, emel OV TOAAD 
AMENEAELT TO Tob avO pwmroeioes yeyovévat.® 610 SH 
érrel ovder T POUX@pEl, THS mMelpas apepery TUKTELD 
WVAYKATTO. opay dé avTnY 0 TOD TEXOEVTOS 
TATHp aT opoupenny Te Kak aaxaddove ay OTL 
parnp ryevopenn TO COMATE omotos épyalecOat 
ouxéTe av duvatTn eln, ere Kal arndas * 57 
wryobeto ws Siaypyoetat TO TALdLOV, avEiNETO TE 
Kal “lwaveny érovoudoas, érel dpoev Fv, és THY 
ApaBiav és fvmep Opunto ati@myv wyero. eérrel 
dé autos pev Terevtay Euerrev, L[wavyns 6€ 757 
MélpaKLoy Vv, TOV TavTa NOyov avT@ audi TH 
pnTpl 0 maTnp eppace. Kal 09 aTaVTa érl TO 
mar pl é& avOpaTrav adavia Bere Ta voulua 
TOLITAS, xpove Twi borepov ES Bulavteov 7 rGe 
Kal Tots mapa THY pntépa TAS pee cael 
TOLOUPEVOLS TO T parma aryyehret. dé ovdev 
aro TOU avOpwmetov TpoTrov avTny  onetoBat 
UMOTOT IT AVTES eraryyehrovar TH pntpe ore on 
aitis “lwdvyns 6 vies feo. Seicaca 8 4 yuvy 

1 Griocdey Braun: Eumpoo bev. 

2 és Td tH BAvanety, déomep Alemannus, ofowes auBddsnew 

Reiske : > dowep auBArvo KEL, 


3 yévos before yeyovéva: deleted by Haury, téxos Piccolos, 
oxjvos Reiske, 
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told by me in the later Books. For in Theodora there 
was respect of neither magistrate nor government, 
nor was anything else the object of her concern, 
provided only that her will was being accomplished. 

Now she had chanced to conceive a child by one 
of her lovers while she was still on the stage, and 
being late about discovering her misfortune she did 
everything to accomplish, in her usual way, an 
abortion, but she was unsuccessful, by all the means 
employed, in killing the untimely infant, for by now 
it lacked but little of its human shape. Conse- 
quently, since she met with no success, she gave up 
trying and was compelled to bear the child. And 
when the father of the new-born child saw that she 
was distressed and displeased because after becoming 
a mother she would no longer be able to go on using 
her body as she had done, since he rightly suspected 
that she would destroy the child, he acknowledged 
the infant by lifting it up in his arms, and, naming it | 
John, since it was a male, he went his way to Arabia, 
whither he was bound. And when he himself was 
about to die, and John was now a young lad, his 
father told him the whole story of the mother. And 
he, after performing all the customary rites over his 
father after his death, a little later came to Byzantium 
and announced the fact to those who had constant 
access to his mother. And they, supposing that she 
would not reason otherwise than as a human being, 
reported to the mother that her son John had come. 
But the woman, fearing that the matter would 


1 An unredeemed promise. 





* aAndds Reiske: &An69. 
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un és tov dvdpa éxmuatos 6 NOyoS yévynTat, TOV 
Tatod ot és dvrev éxédXevev Teetv. érrei Te elde 
TaparyevouLevor, TOV obneteoy Tih évexetpioer, 
ome ael Ta roravra éméyey 1 erwder. Kal TpoTe 
pep oT@ 0 Tahalmupos é& avd porov HPAVLOTAL 
OUK exo elrely, ovdels € avTov axpe dedpo Loely 
oveé a amor evouerns THs Baciridos é eoXe. 

Tore Kal Tats yuvakl oyedov Te aT doals TOV 
TpOT OV Sue PO a pO au Euve By. eEnpaprov yap és 
Tous avopas eEovoig Th TaoN, OV PépovTos aurais 
kivOuvov Tiva 7) PraBnv TOU épryou, emel boat 
Houxetas dnoten, avTaL KQKOY amabets &wevov, 
Tapa S€ THV Bachida avTiKa, todoar avtiatpopot 
TE yevopevat Kal OtKny ov reyovor cov ey KAN LAT OV 
avrihaxoboat TOUS dvOpas vriyyov. Tepihy TE 
avTols dveEeheyKnTors ovat THY jeV Tpoika éy 
detract dmoriwywvat, wewactiympevors O& éx 
TOD emt heborov és TO Seo wT7pLov aTrayxOnvat, 
Kal av mah Tas porxeuT pias émidety Kexomrev- 
pévas TE KAL TPOS TMV MOLY OY abeéoTEPOV NayVeEvO- 
pévas. Tav o€ pmoty@v ToAAOL at avToD Tod 
goyou Kal Tihs érvxyor. S1omEep Of WAEloTOL TO 
ouTov TacyoVvTES TPOS TOV YyuvalK@y avocta 
epya dopeverTata ¢ apaariryoror TLOTH EwEvon, 
THV mappnoiav avrals TB un wepwpacbar Soxelv 
evd.dovres. 

Abr aTavTa T puTavevey avToyvopovotca Ta 
év TH ToheTeLg n&tov. Tas TE yap apyas Kal 
lepwouvas éxyerpoTover, éxelvo povov Crepevvwpévy 


1 For éréyery Alemannus proposed émoréAdew ; but Haury 
defends MSS. Cf. Book III. viii. 20, 
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become known to her husband, gave orders that the 
boy should come into her presence. And when he 
came and she had seen him, she entrusted him to 
one of her domestics to whom she was always wont 
to delegate such matters. And by what method the 
poor wretch was spirited out of the world I cannot 
say, but no man to this day has been able to see him, 
even since the death of the Empress. 

At that time it came to pass that practically all 
the women had become corrupt in character. For 
they sinned against their husbands with complete 
licence, since such acts brought them no danger or 
harm, because even those who were found guilty 
of adultery remained unscathed; for they straightway 
went to the Empress and turning the tables brought 
counter-suit against their husbands and haled them 
before the court though no charges had been made 
against them. And all the good the husbands got 
of it was to pay a fine double the wife’s dowry, 
although no charge had been proved against them, 
and then to be scourged and, usually, led off to prison, 
and afterwards to look on while the adulteresses 
preened themselves and more boldly than ever 
accepted their seducers’ embraces. And many of 
the adulterers actually attained honour from this 
conduct. Consequently most men thereafter, though 
outrageously treated by their wives, were very glad 
to remain silent and escape the scourge, granting 
their wives complete freedom by allowing them to 
think that they had not been detected. 

This woman claimed the right to administer every- 
thing in the State by her own arbitrary judgment. 
For she controlled the election of the occupants of 
both the magistracies and the priesthoods, investi- 
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kal dvraccopévn evderexéotata, py KadOs 4) 
dyabos+ tis 0 TO GEtw@pa petiav ein, Kal ody olds 
Té Of Eaopmevos és Ta éTrayyeAhoueva VTroUpynoeLD. 
Kab TOUS yawous atravtas THOEia® éEoucia Twi 
OtwKelTO. TOTE TOD yauely TowTov® otdeuiar 
dvOpwrot éyyunv éExovciayv TeToinyTat: yuviy yap 
éxaotw@ éFarivaiws éyiveto, oly Ste &* autor 
Hperkev, OTe Kav Tots BapBapors eiwOer, AAN 
étt Bovromern TH OcodaHpa ein. Sirep av Kai Tals 
yayouuevars avatars EvvéBawe macyew: dv- 
dpace yap Evrrévar ovdaun eOerovotar hvayKa- 
Covro. modddKe O€ Kal tiv viudnv éx THs 
Tmactaoos atobiBdcaca NOy@ ovdevi avupévatov 
Tov vupdlov adjce, TodTo povoy Ely axpoyoria 
eitrobaa, OTe On avTHY atrapéoKol. Omep AdAOUS 
Te Todndouvs dpace xal Aéovra,® bamep fede- 
pevdaptos Wy THY TLunY, Kal Latopvivoy, tov‘ Epyo- 
yévous Tov paylotpov yeyovotos, éml pynctn® 
TOUT@ Yap TO Latopvivw Hv tis dvetriadH wap- 
Géevos puvyaty, €XevOépios Kal Koopla, Hviep ot 
Kuperros 0 tratyp Katnyyinoev ‘Epwoyévous tot 


1 For 4 dyadds Reiske proposed xayads. 

2 rndeia étovaia Buecheler, abrh d6vela efovoiz Reiske, rH 
oikela éfovcig Alemannus, anOet éfoucla KraSeninnikov: 77 ela 
éfovalg. 

3 réTe TOU yauely mp@rov Dewing: tore yapuely mrparor. 
rére youely is generally regarded as corrupt, but the corrup- 
tion is probably not as extensive as assumed: (éyyinv rod 
yauetv). Tov Te yauety mpdrepoy conjectured by Haury, tére 
mpd Tod yauety by Alemannus, tod re yauelvy téte mparoy by 
Piccolos, rét¢ yap mparov by Comparetti. 

4 és before airdy deleted by Alemannus. 

5 Adovra Haury. Cf Chap. xxix. 28: Aedvrioy. 

6 Haury deletes ém wyvnorh, unnecessarily. 


206 


ANECDOTA xvii. 27-32 


gating and guarding very persistently against just 
one thing, namely, that the candidate for the dignity 
should not be an honourable or good man or one who 
would be likely to be incompetent to carry out her 
instructions. And she regulated all marriages with 
an authority that may be described as grand- 
motherly! It was then for the first time that men 
and women gave up entering into a voluntary 
betrothal looking to marriage; for each man would 
all of a sudden find that he had a wife—not because 
she pleased him, as is customary even among the 
barbarians, but because this was the will of Theodora. 
Thus women who were being married had precisely 
the same experience in their turn; for they were 
compelled to be united with husbands quite against 
their will. And many a time Theodora even took 
the bride away from the bridal chamber for no 
reason at all and left the bridegroom unmarried, 
merely remarking in a burst of passion that the 
woman displeased her. And she did this to many 
men, including Leon, who held the office of Referen- 
darius, and to Saturninus the son of Hermogenes, 
who had been Magister, in the case of women to 
whom they were betrothed. For this Saturninus 
had an unwedded second cousin to whom he was 
betrothed, a free-born woman of seemly deportment 
whom her father Cyrillus had pledged to him, Hermo- 


1 Although the adjective 77%e/a does not occur elsewhere, 
and at that is an emendation (see Critical note), yet the com- 
parison of Theodora with the grandmother in a Greek 
household, exercising her matriarchal authority in arranging 
the marriages of her grandchildren, seems appropriate. 
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Biov on drronubevTos. memnryvias TE aurais THs 
TacTaoos Tov vuudiov cavetpeev, € és Te THY érépav 
TaaTaoa HON, EyNME TE K@KVOV Kal oipwlov ... 
doov? Thy Xpucopardods maida. X puvcoparrw 
dé avrn mddar pep opxnar pls evyeryover Kal 
avdes é éraipa, TOTE O€ Eun € eTEpG Xpvaoparnol Ka 
‘Ivdapot éy Tarai THY Slaray eiyvev. atl yap 
ToD Parrovd cal THs ev Oeatpw diaTpiBAs THde? 
SiwKovVTO Ta mpayuata. EvyxatadapOav Sé o 
Latopvivos Th vuudy Kal SdcatrerrapOevevuévyny 
evpwv &> Tira TOV éemiTnoelLwy eEnveyKev OTL 61) 
ovK aTpnTov yyuat.* Grep érel és Meodwpay HAGE, 
Tous umnpétas éxéXevey ATE GTOTEVUVOMEVOY TE 
Kal oyeadevra ® ovdev avTo T POT HKOV, MEeTEwPOV 
aipe, ola Ta és Ypapparca rod poravra mardia, 
Eaivovea TE KATA TOV VOTwWY TOAAAS aTElTED 
auT@ My) prudp@ elvau. 

ia HEVTOL kat “lwavyny tov Karmadonyy 
eipydoaro év Tots eum poo Dev oyors épenOn. arep 
aurh dvamrémpaxtat TO avd pomp Narerawvoven, 
OUX UTEP OY és THY moherelay nMaPT Ave (reKp7)- 
prov Oé- Tay yap borepov devoTepa, és TOUS 
Umrnkoous epyaoapeveov la TOUTO TeT O17 
Tat), GXN’ OTe 7a TE andra 7H YUVALKL KATAVTLK PU 
éroApa leva kal avTny és Tov Baciréa d1éBarrer, 


+ Comparetti conjectures twa for riy. 

2 A lacuna before dcoy is assumed by most critics, Reiske 
supplying Béeyltoroy, Krageninnikov aunxavov, Sykoutres 
obpavioy. Haury would delete écov. 

7 roe a and Alemannus : 77 GPS. 
yquat Dindorf: yhuor. 
5 ayxwOévta Piccolos: épxwéévra. 
8 obdéva Maltretus: oddév. 7 «9 Reiske: ra re. 
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genes having already departed this life. And after 
their bridal chamber had already been closed fast 
upon them, she took the bridegroom into custody 
and he was led to a second chamber, where, with 
great wailing and lament, he married the daughter 
of Chrysomallo. Now this Chrysomallo had long 
before been a dancer and again a courtesan, but at 
that time she was living in the Palace with another 
Chrysomallo and Indaro. For instead of the phallus 
and the life in the theatre, they were managing their 
affairs here. And when Saturninus had slept with 
the girl and found that she had lost her maidenhood, 
he reported to one of his intimates that he had 
married a girl who had been “tampered with.”’ 
And when this remark was brought to Theodora, 
she commanded the servants to toss the man in the 
air, as the children do on their way to school, on the 
ground that he was putting on airs and assuming a 
lofty dignity to which he had no right, and she had 
him scourged on the back with many blows and told 
him not to be a foolish babbler. 

Now the things which she did to John the Cappa- 
docian have been told in the earlier narrative.! 
These things were done by her to the man in anger, 
not on account of his offences against the State (and 
the proof is that later, when men did still worse 
things to her subjects, she treated no one of them 
in such a way), but because he was making bold to 
oppose the woman outright in other matters and 
especially because he kept slandering her to the 


1 John was trapped by Antonina, acting for Theodora, and 
was reluctantly banished by the Emperor to Cyzicus. See 
Book I. xxv. 13 ff. 
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@oTE avTH Kab TOV dvdpa exTreT oh eGo Oa Tap 
ddiryov édXOeiv. TeV 1p ALTLOY, Omep UTELTFOD, 
évravbu jeou pariora TAS arnberréras 2 AVaYKALOY 
elTr ely. juiKa, Te auTov ér Auyumrou cabetp£e 
meTovooTa Oca pol ap avUT@ TpodEdnAwWTAL, 
ove as Tia é\aBe THS TOD dvbpdrrov KONAT EWS 
KOpon, arr evdoudptupas é ém éxeiv@ Stepevva- 
pevn ovdérote apie. tétpact 88 éwavtois 
boTepov [pacivous etpeaOau dv0 TOV év Kuling 
oTacwwT ay lo Xuoev olmep TOV 7@ emiKor@ 
eTAVATTAVT OY eA €yOVTO elvat. Kar avtors bo- 
melats Te KaL Oyols Kal amENals TepLArOev, 
@oTe aTEpos wey? KaTOppwoHncas Kal Tats éXTriCLD 
érapOels TO pwiaoua Tod dovou és Tov ‘lwavynyv 
avyveyxev. 6 O€ 8n Erepos THS aAnOeias ar’ 
évavtias €XOeiy ovdauh éyvw, Kaitrep otTws éx 
Ths Bagdvov Katatabels Mate StL On Kalb TEOv2)- 
Eerat avtixa para émidokos Fv. 640 6) TOV peév 
"lwaveny tovTw 6) TO Tapametdg ware d1axpn- 
cacbas oddeusd pNnXavy EOXE: TOLV O€ veaviaey 
TOUTOLY xEtpas Tas de&as eTeue, TOU eV ore 
rbevd omaptupely ovoa ph nOere, ToD dé oTos “en 
érihavns 7 émtBovarAn és TO Trav yévnTat. TovUTa@V 
7 9 A , , ps 
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‘ ¢ ‘ > + 3 \ ?; 
Or. b€ otk d&vOpwrros, GANA Oaipwv Tis, 

dotep elpntat, avOpwrouophos Hv, Texunplo- 

1 Qviee Dindorf: avin. 

2 wepinddev Gare Arepos wev added by Haury. Cf. Chap. 
xvi. 26. The lacuna was noted by Alemannus. 

3 *lovotiviavds added by Haury. 


4 For uydevds Alemannus and others read pydéra. 
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Emperor, so that she came very near getting into a 
state of hostility with her husband. But here, as I 
have said, I must by all means tell the reasons for 
her conduct which are absolutely true. And even 
when she had got him imprisoned in Egypt after he 
had endured all the sufferings which I have previously 
described, even thus she did not reach any satiety 
of punishing the man, but she never ceased searching 
out false witnesses against him. And four years 
later she succeeded in finding two members of the 
Green Faction in Cyzicus who were said to be of those 
who had risen against the Bishop.) And she won 
over these men with flattering speeches and with 
threats, with the result that one of them, in terror 
and at the same time uplifted by hopes, laid the 
sacrilege of the Bishop’s murder at John’s door. As 
for the other man, he refused absolutely to contradict 
the truth, though he was so racked by the torture 
that he was even expected to die immediately. There- 
fore, although she was unable, no matter what means 
she employed, to destroy John through this subter- 
fuge, she cut off the right hands of these two young 
men, of the one because he had refused to bear 
false witness, and of the other in order to prevent her 
plot from becoming altogether manifest. And 
though these intrigues were being carried on in the 
publicity of the market-place, Justinian pretended 
to know absolutely nothing of what was going on. 
xviii, And that he was no human being, but, as 
has been suggested,? some manner of demon in 
human form, one might infer by making an estimate 
1 John had been accused of murdering Eusebius, the Bishop 


of Cyzicus, but the case had not been proved. See Book I. 
xxv. 40. 


* Chap. xii. 14. 
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1 ay supplied from Suidas. 

2 AiBin . . . diqrovoa Haury: A:Bony . . . Siqkovoay. 

3 dor: alpopévwr Piccolos, dpxhy alpouéveoy Haury: apyupiov- 
pevoov. 


4 rts by Reiske: ticw GP, riot abrav 8. 
> For b7rep Kraxeninnikov proposed dvzrep. 
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of the magnitude of the ills which he inflicted upon 
mankind. For it is in the degree by which a man’s 
deeds are surpassingly great that the power of the 
doer becomes evident. Now to state exactly the 
number of those who were destroyed by him would 
never be possible, I think, for anyone soever, or for 
God. For one might more quickly, I think, count 
all the grains of sand than the vast number whom 
this Emperor destroyed. But making an approxi- 
mate estimate of the extent of territory which has 
come to be destitute of inhabitants, I should say that 
a myriad myriads of myriads! perished. For in the 
first place, Libya, which attains to so large dimensions, 
has been so thoroughly ruined that for the traveller 
who makes a long journey it is no easy matter, as 
well as being a noteworthy fact, to meet a human 
being. And yet the Vandals who recently ? took up 
arms there ® numbered eight myriads, and as for their 
women and children and slaves, who could guess 
their number? And as for the Libyans, those who 
formerly lived in the cities, those who tilled the soil, 
and those who toiled at the labours of the sea—all 
of which I had the fortune to witness with my own 
eyes—how could any man estimate the multitude of 
them? And still more numerous than these were 
the Moors there, all of whom were in the end de- 
stroyed together with their wives and offspring. 
Many too of the Roman soldiers and of those who 


1 The ‘‘ cube of ten thousand ”’ is not the language of exact 
computation, and Procopius is trying to make out a strong case 
against Justinian. 

2 A.D. 531. 

3 History, Books ITI, IV. 


8 gt Reiske, adrov Alemannus: air7. 
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54 11 pevotnpioy elpye. eee Tals oTpatiwmTtiKals Ouva- 
peo UTEpr Epos * Rv, Kal AWS TOLS OTPATLO- 
TALS eryeyover Bapus. é& wv at otdoers pudpmevac 

12 reteXeuTHKaci e¢is OrdeOpov péyav. ov yap 
pévery év toils Kabectaat mote layvev, adre 
Evyyety te cal avalonrovy érredvuxe: TavTa. 

13 ‘Tradia dé ovX ocov 7 TpiTraGia AuBuns 
evga, Eon 405 avOpamrav TONN@ /baddov eTL #° 
exelvn mavTaxod. yeyerntat. WOTE 67 [ET POU 

}108 14 Trav KavTavla avnpPNLEVvOV éryyuev n SyAWTLS 
1 ve S, te GP. 
 Kparbyarat Krageninnikov: xpariverau. 
3 kal Haury: Kay, 


: bm epi wepos Alemannus : bmephuevos. 
5 éri 7) Haury: # ére. 


1 Book IV. viii. 2 
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had followed them there from Byzantium the earth 
has covered. So that if one maintains that five 
hundred myriads of human beings perished in 
Libya, he would not by any means, I think, be doing 
justice to the facts. And the reason for this was that 
immediately after the defeat of the Vandals, Justinian 
not only did not concern himself with strengthening 
his dominion over the country, and not only did he 
not make provision that the safeguarding of its 
wealth should rest securely in the good-will of its 
inhabitants, but straightway he summoned Belisarius 
to return home without the least delay, laying against 
him an utterly unjustified accusation of tyranny,} 
to the end that thereafter, administering Libya with 
full licence, he might swallow it up and thus make 
plunder of the whole of it. 

At any rate he immediately sent out assessors of 
the land and imposed certain most cruel taxes which 
had not existed before.2 And he laid hold of the 
estates, whichever were best. And he excluded the 
Arians from the sacraments which they observed. 
Also he was tardy in the payment of his military 
forces, and in other ways became a grievance to the 
soldiers.2 From these causes arose the insurrections 
which resulted in great destruction. For he never 
was able to adhere to settled conditions, but he was 
naturally inclined to make confusion and turmoil 
everywhere. 

And as to Italy, which has not less than three 
times the area of Libya, it has become everywhere 
even more destitute of men than Libya. Conse- 
quently the estimate of persons likewise destroyed 


2 On the new taxes imposed by Justinian cf. Chap. xxiii. 
8 Cf. Chap. xxiv, 
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1 4 added by Alemannus. 

2 re deleted by Reiske. 

3 Xepporvnowwrayv KraSeninnikov, Xeppoynorray Alemannus: 
Xeppdvnoos tay. 
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here will be fairly easy. For the cause of what 
happened in Italy has already been explained by me 
in an earlier passage. Indeed all the errors which 
he made in Libya were repeated by him here also. 
And by adding to the administrative staff the 
Logothetes, as they are called,? he upset and ruined 
everything immediately. Now the sway of the Goths 
extended, before this war. from the land of Gaul 
as far as the boundaries of Dacia, where the city of 
Sirmium ? is situated. As for Gaul and Venetia, the 
Germans held the greater part of them at the time 
when the Roman army came into Italy. But the 
Gepaides control Sirmium and the country there- 
about, which is all, roughly speaking, completely 
destitute of human habitation. For some were 
destroyed by the war, some by disease and famine, 
the natural concomitants of war. And Illyricum and 
Thrace in its entirety, comprising the whole expanse 
of country from the Ionian Gulf # to the outskirts of 
Byzantium, including Greece and the Thracian 
Chersonnese,® was overrun practically every year by 
Huns, Sclaveni and Antae, from the time when 
Justinian took over the Roman Empire, and they 
wrought frightful havoc among the inhabitants of 
that region. Tor in each invasion more than twenty 
myriads of Romans, I think, were destroyed or 


1 Book VII. xxiiiff. 
* Oppressive financial agents of the imperial Treasury; 
cf. Book VII. i. 28. 
® Modern Mitrovitza. 4 Modern Adriatic Sea. 
5 Roughly, the Balkan Peninsula. 


* éoBodt Maltretus, éuBoay Alemannus: é«Bodrj. 
5 Sore added by Alemannus. 
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1 efva: added by Haury. 2 ys Dindorf: ys. 
3 rerpdxts Haury. Cf. Book II. xxvi. 1: tpfls. 

4 SxaaBnvav Alemannus: ocxdAaBav, cxrAaBavwv. 

5 é Alemannus: és. 
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enslaved there, so that a veritable ‘‘ Scythian wilder- 
ness’! came to exist everywhere in this land. 

Such are the disasters wrought by the wars in 
Libya and in Europe. The Saracens meantime were 
overrunning the Romans of the East, from Egypt 
to the frontiers of Persia, throughout this whole 
period without interruption, and they accomplished 
such thorough-going destruction that this entire 
region came to be very sparsely populated, and it 
will never be possible, I think, for any human being 
to discover by enquiry the numbers of those who 
perished in this way. The Persians under Chosroes 
four times made inroads into the rest of the Roman 
domain and dismantled the cities, and as for the 
people whom they found in the captured cities and 
in each country district, they slew a part and led 
some away with them, leaving the land bare of inhabi- 
tants wherever they chanced to descend. And ever 
since the Persian invasion of the land of Colchis, 
the Colchians and the Lazi and the Romans have 
continued to be steadily destroyed up to the present 
day. 

Moreover, neither the Persians on their part nor 
the Saracens nor the Huns nor the race of the Sclaveni 
nor any other of the barbarians have had the fortune 
to retire unscathed from Roman soil. For in the 
course of their inroads, and particularly during the 
sieges and battles, they fell foul of many obstacles and 
were destroyed equally with their enemies. For not 


1 The uninhabited wilderness of Eastern Russia, described 
by Herodotus [V. 17. The expression passed into a proverb, 
connoting the most absolute desolation and a state of utter 
savagery; cf. Aristophanes, Acharnians 704 and scholium, 
‘‘for ‘the Scythian wilderness’ means a state of savagery.” 
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alone Romans but practically the whole barbarian 
world as well felt the influence of Justinian’s lust for 
bloodshed. For not only was Chosroes himself 
likewise vicious in character, but he was also provided 
by Justinian, as has been stated by me in the appro- 
priate place,! with all the motives for waging war. 
For he did not think it worth while to adapt his 
activities to the opportune occasions, but he kept 
doing everything out of season, in times of peace 
and in periods of truce ever devising, with crafty 
purpose, occasions of war against his neighbours, 
and in times of war, on the other hand, growing lax 
for no good reason and carrying on the preparations 
for military operations too deliberately, all because of 
his parsimony, and instead of devoting himself to such 
things, scanning the heavens and developing a curious 
interest concerning the nature of God, and neither 
giving over the war, because of his bloodthirsty and 
abominable character, nor being, on the other hand, 
able to get the better of his enemy, because he was 
prevented by his niggardliness from busying himself 
with the necessary things. Thus during his reign 
the whole earth was constantly drenched with human 
blood shed by both the Romans and practically all 
the barbarians. 

This, then, to state the case in a word, is what 
came to pass during this period of wars throughout 
the whole Roman Empire. And when I reckon over 
the events which took place during the insurrections 
both in Byzantium and in each several city, I believe 
that no less slaughter of men came about in this way 
than in actual warfare. For since justice and 
impartial chastisement for wrong-doing scarcely 


1 Book J. xxiii. 1. 
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existed at all, but of the two Factions one was actually 
supported by the Emperor, assuredly the other party 
did not remain quiet either; on the contrary, because 
one group was being worsted and the other was full 
of confidence, they constantly had in view despera- 
tion and mad recklessness; and sometimes attacking 
each other in crowds and sometimes fighting in 
small groups, or even, if it so happened, setting 
ambuscades one against one, for two-and-thirty 
years without a pause they kept wreaking fearful 
vengeance upon one another, and at the same time 
they were being put to death by the magistrate,} as 
a rule, who was charged with the control of the 
populace. But the punishment for their crimes was, 
for the most part, levelled against the Greens. 
Furthermore, the punishment of the Samaritans and 
of those called heretics filled the Roman Empire with 
slaughter. These things, however, are here men- 
tioned by me merely in summary, inasmuch as they 
have been sufficiently recorded by me somewhat 
earlier.” 

Such, then, were the calamities which fell upon 
all mankind during the reign of the demon who had 
become incarnate in Justinian, while he himself, 
as having become Emperor, provided the causes of 
them. And I shall shew, further, how many evils 
he did to men by means of a hidden power and 
of a demoniacal nature. For while this man was 
administering the nation’s affairs, many other 
calamities chanced to befall, which some insisted 
came about through the aforementioned presence of 
this evil demon and through his contriving, while 


1 Praetor Plebis; cf. Chap. xx. 9. * Chap. xi. 14 ff. 
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others said that the Deity, detesting his works, 
turned away from the Roman Empire and gave place 
to the abominable demons for the bringing of these 
things to pass in this fashion. Thus the Scirtus 
River, by overflowing Edessa, became the author of 
countless calamities to the people of that region, 
as will be written by me in a following Book.! 
The Nile also rose as usual but did not recede at the 
proper time, and thus caused serious loss on the part 
of some of the inhabitants, as has been told by me 
previously.2. And the Cydnus River rose so as to 
surround practically the whole of Tarsus, and after 
flooding it for many days only subsided after it had 
done irreparable damage to it.2 And earthquakes 
destroyed Antioch, the first city of the East, and 
Seleucia which is close to it, as well as the most 
notable city in Cilicia, Anazarbus. And the number 
of persons who perished along with these cities who 
would be able to compute? And one might add to 
the list Ibora and also Amasia, which chanced to be 
the first city in Pontus, also Polybotus in Phrygia, 
and the city which the Pisidians call Philomede, and 
Lychnidus in Epirus, and Corinth, all of which cities 
have from ancient times been most populous. For 
it befell all these cities during this period to be over- 
thrown by earthquakes and the inhabitants to be 


1 Buildings I. vii. 2 ff. 2 Book VII. xxix. 6 ff. 
q 
3 Cf. Buildings V. V * 14 ff. 
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practically all destroyed with them. And afterwards 
came the plague as well, mentioned by me before,} 
which carried off about one-half of the surviving 
population. 

Such was the destruction of life which took place, 
first when Justinian was administering the Roman 
State as Regent, and later when he held the imperial 
office. 

xix. I shall now proceed to tell how he robbed the 
State of quite all its monies, first, however, telling 
about the vision of a dream which one of the notables 
chanced to see at the beginning of the reign of 
Justinus. He said, namely, that in the dream it 
seemed to him that he was standing somewhere in 
Byzantium on the shore of the sea which is opposite 
Chalcedon, and that he saw this man? standing in 
the middle of the strait? there. And first he drank 
up all the water of the sea, so that he had the im- 
pression thereafter that the man was standing on dry 
land, since the water no longer filled the strait at 
this point, but afterwards other water appeared there 
that was saturated with much filth and rubbish and 
welled up from sewer-outlets which are on either side 
of the strait, and the man immediately drank even 
this too, and again laid the tract of the strait bare. 

Such were the things revealed by the vision of the 
dream. Now this Justinian, when his uncle Justinus 
took over the Empire, did find the Government well 
supplied with public money. Tor Anastasius had 

1 Book IT. xxii, xxiii. 


9 


* ze. Justinian. 

3 z.¢e. the southern end of the Bosporus, which is of great 
depth and swept constantly by the currents, usually running 
““down”’ to the Sea of Marmora. 
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been both the most provident and the most prudent 
administrator of all Emperors, and fearing, as actually 
happened, lest his future successor to the throne, 
finding himself short of funds, might perhaps take to 
plundering his subjects—he had filled all the treasur- 
ies to overflowing with gold before he completed the 
term of his life. All this money Justinian dissipated 
with all speed, partly in senseless buildings on the 
sea,! and partly by his kindness to the barbarians; 
and yet one would have supposed that even for an 
Emperor who was going to be extremely prodigal 
these funds would last for a hundred years. For 
those who were in charge of all the treasures and 
treasuries and all the other imperial monies declared 
that Anastasius, after his reign over the Romans of 
more than twenty-seven years,? left behind him in 
the Treasury three thousand two hundred centen- 
aria® of gold. But during the nine years of the 
reign of Justinus, while this Justinian was inflicting 
the evils of confusion and disorder upon the 
Government, they say that four thousand centenaria 
were brought into the Treasury by illegal means, 
and that of all this not a morsel was left, but that 
even while Justinus was still living it had been 
squandered by this man in the manner described 
by me in an earlier passage.4 For as to the 
amounts which, during all the time he was in 
power, he succeeded in wrongfully appropriating 
to himself and then spending, there is no means 
by which any man could give a reckoning or a cal- 


* A silly and pointless charge repeated from Chap. viii. 7. 
2 a.p. 491-518. 

3 Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 

4 Chap. viii. 4. 
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culation or an enumeration of them. [or like an 
everflowing river, while each day he plundered and 
pillaged his subjects, yet the inflow all streamed 
straight on to the barbarians, to whom he would make 
a present of it. 

No sooner had he thus disposed of the public wealth 
than he turned his eyes towards his subjects, and he 
straightway robbed great numbers of them of their 
estates, which he seized with high-handed and 
unjustified violence, haling to court, for crimes that 
never happened, men both in Byzantium and in every 
other city who were reputed to be in prosperous 
circumstances, charging some with belief in poly- 
theism, others with adherence to some perverse sect 
among the Christians! or with sodomy, or with 
having amours with holy women, or with other kinds 
of forbidden intercourse, or with fomenting revolt, 
or with predilection for the Green Faction, or with 
insult to himself, or charging crimes of any other name 
whatsoever, or by his own arbitrary act making him- 
self the heir of deceased persons or, if it should so 
happen, of the living even, alleging that he had been 
adopted by them. Such were the most august of 
his actions. As to the manner in which he so man- 
aged the insurrection which arose against him, the 
one which they called “ Nika,” ? that he immediately 
became heir of all members of the Senate, and also 
how, before the insurrection, he had stolen the 
property of no small number of them, taking them 
individually and one at a time, has already been set 
forth by me in a recent chapter. 


1 See Appendix IT. 
2 This serious outbreak is described in Book I. xxiv. 
3 Chap. xii. 12, 
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And he never ceased pouring out great gifts of 
money to all the barbarians, both those of the East 
and those of the West and those to the North and to 
the South, as far as the inhabitants of Britain—in 
fact all the nations of the inhabited world, even those 
of whom we had never so much as heard before, but 
the name of whose race we learned only when we first 
saw them. For they, of their own accord, on learn- 
ing the nature of the man, kept streaming from all 
the earth into Byzantium in order to get to him. 
And he, with no hesitation, but overjoyed at this 
situation, and thinking it a stroke of good luck to be 
bailing out the wealth of the Romans and flinging it 
to barbarians or, for that matter, to the surging 
waves of the sea, day by day kept sending them 
away, one after the other, with bulging purses. In 
this way the barbarians as a whole came to be alto- 
gether the owners of the wealth of the Romans, 
either by having received the money as a present from 
the Emperor or by plundering the Roman domain, 
or by selling back their prisoners of war, or by 
auctioning off an armistice, and thus the vision of 
the dream which I have just mentioned worked out 
to this result for the man who beheld it. However, 
Justinian succeeded in devising still other ways of 
exacting booty from his subjects, ways which will 
be described directly, in so far as I may be able to do 
so, by which he succeeded completely, not all at 
once, but little by little, in plundering the property 
of all men. 


4 xphuarw GS, cyhuacw P. 
5 rod Alemannus: rév GS, rod rev P, 
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xx. First of all, as a general thing he appointed 
over the people in Byzantium a Prefect,! who, while 
splitting the annual revenue with those who controlled 
the markets, planned to give them authority to sell 
their merchandise at whatever price they wanted. 
And the result for the people of the city was that, 
although they had to pay a threefold price for the 
provisions they bought, yet they had no one at all 
to whom they could protest on account of this. And 
great harm arose from this business. For since the 
Treasury received a share of this tax, the official 
in charge of these matters was eager to use this 
means of enriching himself. And next, the ser- 
vants of the official who had undertaken this 
shameful service, and those who controlled the 
markets, seizing upon the licence to disregard the 
law, treated outrageously those who were obliged 
to buy at that time, not only collecting the prices 
many times over, as it has been reported, but also 
contriving certain unheard-of deceptions in the goods 
offered for sale. 

In the second place, he set up a great number of 
what are called “ monopolies,” and sold the welfare 
of his subjects to those who wanted to operate these 
abominations, and thus he, on the one hand, carried 
off a price for the transaction, and to those, on the 
other hand, who had contracted with him he gave the 
privilege of managing their business as they wished. 
And he applied this same vicious method, without 
any concealment, to all the other magistracies. [Tor 


1 4.e. Prefect of the City, cf. Chap. ix. 37 rS ris wédews 
erdpxy. 
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és To Getov our opbas NOKRNTAL, évopa. TAUTY 
émGeis KOLALTLT Opa. 6 pév ody Tpaitap et 
Twa €v TOLS puptors hovyou morrov akia ebpe, 
ravta 6) T@ avToxpaTops amopepely nEtou, 
packer ovdamh gaiverBar TOUS TOUT@D KUPLOUS, 
TAUTH TE Xeyearor aet TOV THLOTATOV Sta- 
hayxavety ° 0 ) Bacidevs eixev. 0 de 67) KOLALTLT WP 
Ka Novpevos TOUS TA pAaTrET TOKITAS Karepyaco- 
HEvOS, & pev BovrotTo Bacvrei® ebeper, a0TOS dé 
ovdséev Hoooy érNovTel TOls AXXOTpLoLS OvdEVL VOU". 


1 Shuwy Haury : Oquou Alemannus: 8). Cf. Novellae 13, 
cap. Ll: Kat TH pev Huet epg ouvh praetores ‘plebis wpocayo- 
peverwoar, TH 86 ‘EAAGS TavTyn Kal Kon TprLT Opes ON UwY. 

2 fadayxarey Alemannus: StaravOsvery. 

3 Bacirct added by Haury. 





1 Praetor Plebis. 
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since the Emperor always derived some small share 
from the peculations of the magistrates, for this 
reason these, and also those in charge of each function, 
kept plundering more fearlessly those who fell into 
their clutches. And just as if the offices which had 
long been established did not suffice him for this 
purpose, he invented two additional magistracies 
to have charge of the State, although before that 
time the Prefect of the City 1 was wont to deal with 
all the complaints. But to the end that the syco- 
phants might be ever more numerous and that he 
might maltreat much more expeditiously the persons 
of citizens who had done no wrong, he decided to 
institute these new offices. And to one of the two he 
gave jurisdiction over thieves, as he pretended, giving 
it the name of “‘ Praetor of the Plebs ’’; and to the 
other office he assigned the province of punishing 
those who were habitually practicing sodomy and 
those who had such intercourse with women as was 
prohibited by law, and any who did not worship the 
Deity in the orthodox way, giving the name of 
‘“ Quaesitor ” to this magistrate. Now the Praetor, 
if he found among the peculations any of great 
worth, would deliver? these monies to the Emperor, 
saying that the owners of it were nowhere to be 
found. ‘Thus the Emperor was always able to get a 
share of the most valuable plunder. And the one 
who was called Quaesitor, when he got under his 
power those who had fallen foul of him, would deliver 
to the Emperor whatever he wished to give up, while 
he himself would become rich none the less, in defiance 
of all law, on the property of other men. For the 

2 Tat. ‘‘ claimed to be delivering,” or ‘‘insisted on deliver- 
ing.’ A display of such zeal would further his own interest. 
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OL yap 67 TOUTOD TOV apxov UTNPET AL ovTE 
KaTyyopous * emyovTo ouTE papTupas TOY Te- 
T ParyWEVOV TapeLyovro, arXrAa Oenvexés TavTa 
TODTOV TOV XpovOY aKaTnyoOpnTol* Te Kal avetE- 
Neyerot OS Aad parotara > o. * EVT UX OVTES exTeb- 
yovto ° Te KaL ad nNpovvTo TA Xpnbara. 

"Totepov O€ 0 Tarapvatos oUTOS TAUTOLLS TE 
Kal TH TO SHuw ehectwon apy TavTwv opoiws 
emtwedeto Dat TOV eye nator em eT TENAED, épilecy 
opict ™pos aXAHAOUS ELTTOV OarLs aUTaY T)elous 

ré Kal Jaccov SiabGeiper © ixavos ein. Kal 
avtav Eva pev avtov evOus épécOar haciv, hy 
és Tovs Tpets Tis twote OtaBddroLTO, Tivos av 
avT@Y 7 TOU T pay waros Oudyveaces ein: TOV dé 
vrokaBovta duvat, bates av avT oY TpoTEepngas 
Tous &aNAOUS POavor. aNra Kal THY TOU Kotaia- 
TWpOS KaOvMEVAY apxny d:€Oero ovdevi Koo Le, 
HoT Ep da pepovTas ere we oOvT 0 ol mpoTepor 
BeBactreveortes, WS El7rélv, AmravTes, OTwWS TE TA 
addra EMTELPOL Kat copol ta’ és TOUS vOmous 
padiora elev of TauTny StayerpioavTes Kal xpn- 
patov Siahavas dOw@pOTaToL, @S OvK avEV 
peyadou Pid TOUTOU ye TH TOATEE ryern- 
oopmevou, elmrep ® ot TaUTNY THY apxny EXOvTES n 
drre.plg Tih EXOWTO q prroxpnwartig epetvto. 
0 6€ Bactreus ovToS ™ p@Tov [Lev él TAUTNS 


3 


\ 
TptBwviavoy xatestijcaTo, ovTEep Ta émriTHOEv- 


1 xatnydpous 8, Kar’ apxas Karr nyopous GP. ae 
3 axarnydonrol Alemannus, akxarhyopot Kraseninnikoyv 


kar hryopor. 


* Aaipaidrara Alemannus: Aaépa:drarot. 
4 of added by de Stefani. 
5 For éxrelvovto KraSeninnikov proposed &re:voy. 
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subordinates of these officials would neither bring 
forward accusers nor submit witnesses of what had 
been done, but throughout this whole period the 
unfortunates who fell in their way continued, without 
having been accused or convicted, and with the 
greatest secrecy, to be murdered as well as robbed of 
their money. 

And later this monster commanded these magis- 
trates and the Prefect of the City to take cognizance 
of all accusations alike, bidding them vie with one 
another to see which of them would be able to destroy 
the largest number of men and with the greatest 
speed. And they say that one of them straightway 
asked him, if anyone should at any time slander the 
three of them, which one of them should have 
jurisdiction in the case; whereupon the Emperor 
retorting, said: ““ Whichever one of you gets ahead 
of the others.” J*urthermore, he handled the office 
called the Quaestorship in unseemly fashion—an office 
which practically all previous Emperors had main- 
tained with exceptional care, to the end that those 
who administered this office should be men of wide 
experience and, especially, skilled in matters involving 
the laws and also conspicuously incorruptible in 
money matters, on the ground that they could not 
fail to be most harmful to the State if those who 
held this office should either be handicapped by any in- 
experience or give rein to avarice. But this Emperor 
first of all appointed to this office Tribunianus, 


1 7.e. obliterated their special jurisdictions. 


S Simade/pey Alemannus: Siapépew. 
” «ot before ra deleted by Haury. 
8 ele» Alemannus: ofvep or bvrep. 
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pata €y tols eumpoober doyos Suapnas elpTo. 
émrel 5€ 0 » TpsBaviavos ef avO pam wv npavieto, 
potpay per avtod Ths ovglas aethero, KabTo 
Ta.oos Té Ol arroeAELUpevov Kal TANOOUS éxyo- 
vov, émrel t eT eyEVETO TO avOpworw % TENELOS 
nuepa tov Piov, "Lovvedov de AiBuv "yevos étrh 
THs TOMAS KATETTHTATO TAUTNS, vO_OU pee ove 
dcov aKony éyovTa, émrel ovdé THY PNnTOPwY TLS 
WY, Pap bara dé Aativa® [ev eSereordpevor’, 
“EAA NVLKOV peVTOL évexa ovode mepolrnKora, ™ POs 
YPALMATLOTOD THTOTE, OVOE THY yAWOTaY aUTHY 
EdMAnvilery Suvdpevoy (modrdKes apérer hovny 
“ENAqvioa mpobuunbeis adelvar T pos THY UTTNpeE- 
TOVVT@V YéAWTA WHAEV), és Sé TH aiax poxépderav 
Sarpovies éomovdaxora, os rye ypaupata wey Ta 
Baciréws ev Onwooigp ame wT ONY as KLOT A 
katedvero.® évos O€ oTaTHpos Xpvaod evena THY 
xetpa opéyev Tols, evTuyydvous ty ovdai WKVEL. 
ovx Hoo Ov TE Fi ETTA EVLAUTODV x povov TOUTOV 
7 ToALTEta TOY yéhwra apnrer. émrel dé Kal 
‘lovviros és TO wétpoy tov Biov adixeto, Kawv- 


1 érel added by Haury, é7’ by Piccolos. 

2 Aativa Alemannus: Adavria GP in text, Aariwied P in 
margin, Adriva S. 

3 xaredvero Piccolos, xarndeiro Reiske: xarebdéero. 


1 Cf. Book I. xxiv. 16, where a more temperate judgment 
is expressed concerning this ‘‘extraordinary man,” as he is 
characterised by Gibbon; he was pre-eminent among his 
contemporaries in learning and in native ability, though 
tainted with avarice—a trait which Procopius chooses to 
isolate and to magnify unduly. As chairman of the board 
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whose practices have been sufficiently described in the 
previous Books. And when Tribunianus departed 
from among men, Justinian confiscated a portion 
of his property, although he was survived by a son 
and a large number of grandchildren when the final 
day of his life arrived; and he appointed Junilus,? 
a Libyan, to this office, a man who had not even a 
hearsay acquaintance with the law, since he was not 
even one of the orators;? and while he did under- 
stand Latin, yet, as far as Greek was concerned, he 
had neither attended an elementary school, nor was 
he able to pronounce the language itself in the Greek 
manner (indeed, on many occasions when he tried hard 
to speak a Greek word, he won the ridicule of his 
assistants); he was, furthermore, extraordinarily 
fond of shameful gain, as evidenced by the fact that 
he experienced no shame at all when he put up to 
public sale documents belonging to the Emperor. 
And for one gold stater he never hesitated to extend 
his hand to those he met. And for a space of no 
less than seven years * the State was made ridiculous 
in this way. And after Junilus came to the end of 


appointed by Justinian in 527 a.p. for the codification of the 
Roman Law, he performed a difficult and complicated task 
with remarkable skill. 

* Of this man nothing is known beyond this bitter and 
obviously unfair notice. It is fair to recall that Justinian’s 
uncle, Justinus, actually had risen to the imperial power 
‘without the alphabet,’’ and that Justinian himself (cf, Chap. 
xiv. 2,3) made himself ridiculous when he insisted on reading 
Greek aloud. 

3 7.e. not a regular member of the legal profession. 

4 Since the Secret History was written in 550, Junilus 
became Quaestor not later than 543—probably somewhat 
earlier, since Constantinus appears from what follows to have 
been in office some little time. 
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oTAVTiVvOD ert ToDOE TOU GEL aT 0S KATETTITATO, 
vowey ev ova ovK deX€TNTOD, véov € K oueoy 
Kal oUTw@ aywvias SrKavinss és metpav €XGovta, 
KreTTIoTaTOY S€ Kal adafovixwtatov avOpwTwy 
uTvavtTav. ovtos Llovatiiave moGevdtatos Te 
dyav kal diatatos év Tois padtota éyeryoves, 
érrel Kal OL AUTOD KATE TE Kal Sixdbew aE O 
Baatrevs odtTos ovdaput amnkiov. 840867 ¥pijpata 
peyara xXpovov crtyou Kwvatavtivos éoxye kal 
Uireppuel Tive KOouT@M eypHTo, depoBaT@y Te Kat 
mavTas av pwtrous mepippovay, Kay pev TLVES 
AUTO TONAG Bovnrouvto XP mara, mpota Oa, TavTa 
67) xatatioévtes TOV Ol TLOTOTAT OY Tol Ta 
o pict éoTrovdacpeva katopbodv lo xXvov. avTO@ 
PEVTOL evTuxely 7 Evyyevéo Gas TOV TAVTOV ovdevi 
yéyove OuvaTov OTL py €S Bacthea Spon i LovTs %) 
aT arhaga oper évOévde ov Babyy, ada oTOUCH 
TE Ka TUX EL TOKAD TOD jL1) TIVA Ob axepd7 
ag yoAiay Tous T Oo LOvTAS mpootpiBecbar. 

ka’. Tadra pev ovv tide Baciret Tad Elye. 
mpos O€ TOD TAY TparTroplav emapxou ava may 
ETOS TAEOV 7 (TplaKovra KEVTVapLA 7 pos TOUS 
Onpootots em pac aeTo popats. obs 69 dvoua TO 
depteov eémeTeOexev,) éxeivo, oiwat, TapadnrA@r, 
OTL On Ob TETAYMEIn) TEs OVdE EvVELOLT MEN OtoA 
) dopa éruyyavey avTn, GAAA TUXN TLL wWoTTEP 


1 émréOerney P, émirédnee G, émireOnicev S. 





1 Praised in the highest terms by Justinian in the conséi- 
lutio with which he promulgated the Digests: ‘qui semper 
nobis ex bona opinione et gloria sese commendavit.’’ Con- 
stantinus already had held “official positions of honour and 
of importance. 
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his life, he appointed to this office Constantinus,! a 
man who, while not unacquainted with the law, was 
very young and as yet had no experience of the keen 
struggles of the court-room, and withal was the most 
thieving and the most boastful of all men. This 
man had come to be very close to Justinian and 
one of his dearest friends; for this Emperor never 
hesitated to use him as his agent in both stealing and 
deciding cases at law. Consequently Constantinus 
amassed great sums of money in a short time, and he 
assumed a sort of superhuman pomposity, treading 
the air and contemplating all men with contempt; ? 
and if any were willing to hand out large sums of 
money to him, they would deposit this in the hands 
of some of his most faithful retainers, and thus 
succeed in carrying through the schemes on which 
they had set their hearts. But to meet the man 
personally or to confer with him was quite impossible 
for any man at all, except while he was racing to the 
Emperor or leaving his presence, not at a walk, to 
be sure, but with great haste and speed, calculated 
to prevent those he met from inflicting upon him 
any ungainful business. 

xxi. Thus were these matters handled by this 
Emperor. And by the Praetorian Prefect upward 
of three centenaria? were collected each year in 
addition to the public taxes. To these he gave the 
name “ air-tax,”’ to suggest, I presume, that this did 
not happen to be any regular or customary tax, 
but that he always got it by a stroke of luck, as though 


* Cf. Aristophanes, Clouds 225, depoBat& kal repippova 
Tov hAwoy, a passage which Procopius clearly had in mind, as 
in Chap. xii. 11. 

® Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 
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€& depos del aut ny pepopevny chap Pave, O€ov THS 
movnptas THS avrod TAUTA emkanely épya. av 
yn TO ovopare oL ért THs apxijs TETAY LEVOL 
ddedorepov del TALS €S TOUS KATNKOOUS Ano relass 
EXYP@VTO. Kal TAaUTA pev T@ QAUTOKPATOPL aTrO- 
dépev Etouv adtot oé “TOD TOV BaotrtKov 
TepieBadhovro ovdevi TOV. avirep lovativiaves 
emaTtpopny ovdeuiav édicatov movetaOaz, KaLpo- 
pudakay OTws, émerdav TAXLOTO, TOUTOU TL 
peya mepiSdrwvTar yphua, eyxrAnua 6 te by 
avtois émeveyxav ampoddatatov aOpoov avrots 
adatpelaGat thy ovoiay ikavos ein. OTep Kal 
‘Toaveny TOV Kamradoxny elpydouro. an aves 
ovy GuéXNEL OTOL THIS TULAS vmT62 Tov Xpovoy TovTOV 
erauBavovro * TAOVTLOL efamivarwos ovdevl ye- 
ryevyT as HET PD, Svotv BEvTOL yopis, Pwxd Te 
ovmep €v Tots eum poo Fev hoyous éeuvnoOny are 
ToD dixatov és TO aK poTarov émipednt ob yeryo- 
votos Képoous yap orovoby ovToS 0 aviip év TO 
aEvopat. Kabapos Ewecve, Kat Baocov, os 67 éy 
Kpove TH vaTépp THY apxiV era Bev. OvTep 
ovdérepos é eveauTov dtacwcacbat THY TYpaY eaXen, 
arr’ are 4 axpetot Te Kal TOU KaLpOD TO TAPaT AY 
GNAOKOTOL pnVvaV Tou OY ov TOU aGELwuaTos 
é&w yeyévyvrat, wa o€ pn TO Kal éxactov 


1 Aktouw Alemannus: afiov 

2 rd Reiske: brép 

¢ ee Haury : eAaxov Reiske: €aduBavoy. 
4 &re added by Haury, as by KraSeninnikov. 





1 Cf. Papyrus London. IV. 1357, and note : “*The depicdy 
or ‘‘air-tax ’? was first instituted by Justinian and was levied, 
according to Procopius, as an addition to the ordinary taxes 
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it came of itself out of the air, though in reality this 
sort of thing should be called villainy on his part.4 
Under the shield of this name those who successively 
held this office kept up their brigandage towards 
their subjects with ever-increasing fearlessness. 
And though they claimed to be delivering this money 
to the Emperor, they, on their part, found no difficulty 
in appropriating imperial wealth to themselves. 
But Justinian saw fit to take note of none of these 
things, watching for his opportunity with the idea 
that, assoon as ever they should appropriate some huge 
piece of wealth, bringing against them some accusation 
or other which would give no room for excuses, 
he would thus be able to seize their property all at 
once. Indeed, this is exactly what he did to John 
the Cappadocian. Now every single man who held 
this office during this period suddenly became wealthy 
beyond measure, with only two exceptions, namely 
Phocas—whom I have mentioned in an earlier Book 2 
as being a man who shewed himself a most scrupulous 
respecter of justice; for this man remained clear of 
any gain whatsoever while in that office—and Bassus, 
who assumed the office at a later time. Yet neither 
one of these two succeeded in holding the position 
a year, but, on the ground that they were useless 
and altogether alien to the spirit of the times, they 
were relieved of their office within some few 
months. But in order that my account may not 





(mpos tols Snuoctos Pépois). Possibly the tax was continued 
under the Arabs unchanged; but more probably depixd, thus 
placed in the plural, is simply another name for the éorpadpSwva 
(2.e. extraordinaria); cf. 1338, 5, ypuoiay dnuoclwy Kal errpa- 
opdivey Kal Aomwaev orixur.” The new Liddell and Scott 
Lexicon is in error in calling this a ‘‘ tax on lights.” 
* Book [. xxiv. 18. 
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} / ? 4 e / v b] \ 1 
OL OLN YOULEVW ATENEVTHTOS O NOYOS Ein, TAUTA 
3 ral Cal 
kay tals addals éempacceto Ttais év Bulartio 
apyats. 
40 4 A ct , 3 ral 2 e 
TlavrayoGs pévtos tis Pwpaiwv apyfs? o 
’ \ / 
lovativiavos érroies Tdde. Tovs TovnpoTaTovs 
al bY 6 / > 4 @ ? 3 3 
tov avopwnwy atroheEauevos duepOdpOar® arre- 
, \ \ 
didoTo Tas apxas ocdhict yYpnuaTwmy peyddruv. 
, \ \ 3 / ¢€ (al 
cwMppov. yap avdpt % Evvéerews oT waTLODY peTada- 
, a 
xvovTl évvoia ovdeuia éryéveTo Ypnuata olKEla Tpo- 
lexOar eb’ & &1 Tovsovdev HovKnKoTas ANCinrar.4 
TOUTO TE TO Xpuciov pos TaV EvuBarrovtov 
/ 3 A b] a b a 9 , 
KeKopmeapevos es thy éEouciav autous éveBiBale 
~ w 
Tod Tos KaTHKOOUS TavTa épyalerOat. ad wv 
” \ , > a > Al t 5 2? ra) 
é“eAXOY TAS YOPAS aUTols avOpwrrals > atTrOhODYTES 
\ 
ajTadoas wAovalot TO AOLTTOV ~EoecGat aAvTOL. ot 
La t \ \ al 
dé TAS TOY TOhkewy Tuas el TOKOLS Addpois 
Tioly amo THS tpaTéfns dedaveropévor nal TO 
atrodebouevw amrapiOuynoavtes, émrerdy éyivovto év 
Tails TodEal, Tacayv KaKkod Loéay és TOUS apxo- 
pévous del évderxvupevot OVK AOU Tov év ért- 
¢ A ei ray 
pereia Kablotavto 4° oOTws Tois ypnoTais Ta 
\ 
@LoNOyNMEva TENeTELAY KAL AUTOL TO RoLTOV év 
Tots WAovowwTaTos teTasovTat,’ ovK EyovTOS 
A , 4 A oo a 
avrots Kivouvoy tiva } URptv Tod épyou, hépovTos 
1 ravra Capps: radra. 2 apxiis PS, yiis G. 
5 Before S:epOdpa: Haury suspects a lacuna. Possibly 
Procopius wrote ray #3n diepOdpOat Soxovytwr. 
4 Ant¢nra: Alemannus: AniCerat. 
5 avrots avOpmnrors Alemannus: adray &vOpwrrar cl. 


§ 4 added by Alemannus. 


? rerdtovrat Dindorf: terdéwyrac. 
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be interminable, through my relating each separate 
thing, I might say that the same intrigues were 
being carried out in all the other magistracies 
in Byzantium. 

In all parts of the Roman Empire, however, Justin- 
ian’s method was as follows. Picking out the basest 
men, he would sell to them at a great price the offices 
that were to be corrupted by them;? for no man of 
decency or any degree of intelligence would think 
for a moment of paying out his own money in order 
to buy the privilege of plundering those who had 
done no wrong. Then, after collecting this money 
from those who were making the bargain with him, 
he would confer upon them authority to treat their 
subjects in any way they pleased. As a result of 
this, they were destined, after ruining all the districts 
under their jurisdiction, along with their entire popu- 
lation, to be very rich themselves from that time on. 
These men, then, borrowed from the bank at a stagger- 
ing rate of interest the amount of the prices they had 
paid for the cities, paid it to the man who had made 
the sale, and then, as soon as they reached their cities, 
proceeded to inflict upon their subjects every form of 
misery, having no concern for anything else than how 
they might meet their obligations to their creditors 
and themselves be rated thenceforth among the 
most wealthy, seeing that this business involved 
neither danger nor disgrace for them, but actually 
conferred upon them a certain amount of glory, in 

1 The text is corrupt and the translation merely attempts 
to supply for the lost words a thought which is consistent 
with the words which remain. The next sentence seems to 
suggest that Justinian had to select men already known to be 
rogues, for no decent man would have accepted the condition 
attached to the office. 
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dé te kal doEns paddov Gow Kal melous TaV 
chic TAPATETTWKOTOV ovder! dove * aT OKTEL- 
yavres Anibeo Pau loxvov. TO yap TOU povéws Te 
Kal Anotov dvoua és TO TOD dpactnpiov avToLs 
GroxexptoOar EvvéBawer bcos pévtor Tav 
éyovtmy apyas jobero TroUT@ aKkwdlorrTas, 
TovTous On cKnYrEC! carynvetaas evOds atravta® 
ovAA Bony abn pelto 7a XPNwaT a. 

Mera e vowoy Tous Tas dpxas eypayre LeTL- 
ovTas ouvuvas 7 pny xabapovs ao TAGNS KhoTrhs 
odas avtous écecOat, Kal pnte Te dMoev TIS 
apis évexa ponte AyrbecGat' apas Te mucas 
éméBSanrev, 60al Tpos TOY TAaAaALOTaT@Y @VOLaG- 
pévat eloiv, Hv Tis TOV yeypaupévwv éxBain. 
Gra TOU vOLOU TEOEVTOS ouTe éviavTOV AUTOS 
yey TOY yeypaupéevov Kal KaTnpauévav ONt- 
opyras Kal THS wmep TOUTOY aiaxurns, adeéa- 
TEPOV TA TLULNUATA TOV APYOY, OVK ev TAapaBVETO, 
aX’ és TO Onpogloy THs ayopas emrpartrev. ot dé 
TAS UPYAS OVNUEVOL OL@LOTOL MAAAOY 7) TpOTEpOY 
TAVTA ETVAWY. 

"Totepov dé Kal aXXo Te ereTeXVNGAaTO aKonsS 
Kpelocov. TaY apYyav, dorep akiwrdtas & Te 
Bufavtim kal Todect Tats GdrdXats ETO Elvat, 
OUKETL GTrEmTOAELY yyw Hep TA TPOTEPA, pLo- 
Owrovs dé dsepevy@pevos exerporovel, Takas avrois 
6 TL On pucPapvobvtas * amTopépey avT@ Ta 
dopiat mavra. ot dé rH piaGace KEKOMLLG LEVOL 
adeéatepoy Evipopnaavtes éx Taons yns dmavtTa 


1 Ady added by Alemannus, véum by Sykoutres. 
2 gravra A’emannus: &ravtas. 

$ On pttOaprvotyTas Alemannus: Ddiaucbaprodyras. 
* padpia Piccolos: xdpia. 
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proportion to the number of those falling into their 
clutches whom they were able without any justifi- 
cation to kill and to plunder. For the titles of‘ mur- 
derer’’ and “ brigand”’ came to be regarded by 
them as equivalent to “energetic”?! All these 
office-holders, however, whom Justinian observed 
to be abounding in wealth, he bagged on trumped- 
up charges and straightway wrested from them 
absolutely all their fortunes. 

But later he promulgated a law that all who sought 
the offices should take an oath that in very truth they 
would themselves be innocent of all theft, and that 
they would neither give nor take anything for the 
sake of the office. And he laid upon them all 
the curses which have been mentioned by men of 
most ancient times, in case anyone should depart 
from the written terms. Yet when the law had been 
in force not yet a year, he himself, disregarding the 
written terms and the curses and the disgrace which 
would ensue, proceeded more fearlessly than before 
to negotiate the prices of the offices, not in secret, 
but in the public square of the market-place. And 
those who purchased the offices proceeded, though 
under oath, to pillage everything still more than 
before. 

And later on he hit upon still another device, one 
transcending all report. He decided that he would 
no longer sell, as formerly, those offices which he 
considered most valuable both in Byzantium and the 
other cities, but he sought out hired agents and put 
them in office, instructing them, for a wage of what- 
ever it was, to deliver to him all their plunder. And 
they, having taken their pay, proceeded to collect 
and carry off everything from the whole country quite 
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epepov Kab TeplLipyeEro usa Bodopos efoucia a) THS 
apXns ovopart Katarniouen TOUS umnKoous. 
obras 0 Bactreus axprBoroyovpevos TOV amavra 
x povov exelvous éhiatn Ttois T pay mace ob oO 
TAVT@V Kara TOY anrnOh AOyov LIA PWTATOL Hoav, 
wet TE 70 KAKOV TabTo ixyy ar ay KaTeTuyxaven, 
nviKa ouy dpeher TOUS Tpwrous TovNpous emt THs 
anys KaTEesTHCATO €s OO; Te avTav H THS 
Suvd wEews efoucia THY KaKoTpoTiay é&nveyKen, 
eOavudlouév ye O7ws 69 KaxkoTnTal rocavTny 
avOpwrou ucts éywpnoev. érel € avdTovs oi 
Ypovw Tw apyas éxleEdpevot TONG TO TepLovTe 
mapenav loxve ar, Ounropodvro TT POs arr HOUS ot 
avOpwrros ¢ ovTiva TpoTov ob mpoa ev TovnpoTarou 
SoFavtes TocovT® TApanroye até avTol Karol Kal 
dyabot yeyovores éy tots oberépars eTriTnOev pac, 
™ pos TOV emuyevopeveon ® noanInoar, avdis Te of 
TpLTOL TOUS SevTepous UTEpHKOV TLC AY movnpla 
Th wdon, Kal per éxelvous eT Epoe TOUS TOV 
eykAnMaToY KalvoTounpaciwv? dvoua yenaToy 
TOUS pldcace mT poceTpiavTo. HK Uvopevou TE 
tod KAKOU TAGLY expe wabncevar TO pre Eur EB 
Ott bn Tols avOpwrols er drelpov pev 1 Tmovnpla 
duecOar eiwle, padrjces 6€ TOV T PO'YEVEVn ELOY 
ext pepouern Kal 7H THS mappnalas éEovcia €s 
TO hvpaiver Oat Tots TapamimTougly eEayopérn 
és tocovee adel éEtxvetadar doxet és Gaov ovdé 4 
Sivatat n TOV BratTopévwv otal uacbar bo€a. 
‘Pwpators pev ovv Ta ye apdht Tois apyouvar 
1 Haury would insert és before caxédrynra, wrongly. 


2 émiyevouevwy PS, ériyernoonévwy G. 
3 rawvotounuacw GP, corrector in 8, tapavoujpacw $4. 
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fearlessly, and a hireling authority was thus going 
the rounds and, in the guise of the office, plundering 
the subjects. Thus the Emperor, making his 
calculations with nice exactness, kept putting in 
power constantly those who were in very truth the 
vilest rascals in the world, and he always succeeded 
in tracking down the abominable creatures he wanted. 
Indeed, when he appointed the first set of rogues to 
office and the licence of power brought to light their 
inherent villainy, we were in truth astonished that 
man’s nature had room for depravity so great. But 
when those who at some later time succeeded them 
in office were able to surpass these men by a very 
wide margin, men wondered among themselves how 
it was that those who formerly seemed most base were 
now outdone by their successors to such a degree 
that they now seemed to have been men of high 
character in their dealings, and the third group, in 
turn, overshot the second in every manner of wicked- 
ness, and after them still others, by their innovations 
in crime, caused an honourable name to be attached 
to their predecessors. And with the long con- 
tinuance of the evil all men have finally been taught 
by facts that whereas man’s natural depravity is 
wont to grow beyond all limits, yet when it is nour- 
ished by the instruction of predecessors, and when, 
through the influence of the licence which complete 
immunity inspires, it is lured on to wreak foul injuries 
upon all who fall in its path, then it seems invariably 
to attain to so great a bulk that not even the imagin- 
ing of its victims is able to measure it. 

Such was the state of affairs for the Romans, as 


4 odd added by de Stefani. 
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rauTn mn exe. Tlodraxis b€ cal Odvvwy tore- 
picov oTPATO dyoparrodicact Te Kalb Ania apevors 
THD “Popatov APXAV, Ol Opaxay te Kal IAXvpLOY 
oTpaTnyol BeBovrevpevor avaxwpovety émOnaec- 
aL amen iOnoay,” éret Baotdéws ‘Love tiavod 
ypaLuaTa E€loov amepovvTa pic THY és TOUS 
BapBapous erie, avarycaioy autay és Eup- 
wax cay “Popatoss ovToV enh Dordous i ioeos H etl 
ANAOouS TONE MiOV TLVGS. Ka an AUTOU Ob Bap- 
Bapot ovros ednilovro yey @S TWoNéutoe Kal 
jvoparracigorro TOUS THOE ‘Pepatous, fou dé TH 
Gdn ela Kal Tubs aixwarharots are piror Kal 
Evupayou “Peopeaious ovTes ém’ olxov amrexopi- 
Covto. modraKis bé xal ye@pyav Tov éevTrav0a 
Tives, Taldwmy TE ohetépwmy Kai yuvatkov TdOw 
éEnvopatodiopévwv Hryuévot, a8 poo Té érribé- 
pevor® trols? avaywpodat* moddovs KTetvai Ted 
kat avT@v tous tmtmous toyvoav Eup Tarn 
aherécat TH dela, T pay Lar ov uévrot és Teipav 
BrOov évOévde SucKdrov. ex Bulavriov yap 
TLVES EOTAA {EVOL aixifer Oat Te avT@av Kal 
hw Bacar Ta cwpata Kal X PLA Te Enusody © 
ovdeutd o OKYNCEL ngtovv. Ews Tous lmious dtavtas 
Sotev ovoTEp TOUS BapBapous apethovto. 

KB. “Hua dé Bacthevs te xai Ocod@pa Tov 
Karradoxny “lwavynyv aveiiov, avtixa@ioravat 
wev és Teeny Thy adtodD HOedXov, dvdpa 6é TLVA 
TovnpoTEpoyv eupely eri KoLvis év amroven éoai- 
ODVTO, TEPLOKOTFOULMEVOL TE TO TOLOUTO THS TUpar- 

1 Gremhinoay Herwerden: averhSnoav. 
2 émdéuevor Reiske: yeyeynuevot. 
3 rots added by Capps. 
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touching their magistrates. And many a time, when 
a hostile army of Huns had enslaved and plundered 
the Roman domain, the generals of Thrace and 
Illyricum, after purposing to attack the retreating 
enemy, recoiled when they saw a letter from the 
Emperor Justinian forbidding them to make the 
attack upon the barbarians, they being necessary to 
the Romans as allies against the Goths, it might be, 
or against some other enemy. As a result of this, 
these barbarians used to plunder and enslave the 
Romans in those parts as enemies, and then, taking 
with them their prisoners and the rest of their plunder, 
they would retire to their own homes as friends and 
allies of the Romans. And often some of the farmers 
of that region, moved by the loss of their children 
and women, who had been reduced to slavery, 
gathered in a body, attacked the retreating foe, and 
succeeded in slaying many of them and in capturing 
their horses together with all the booty; then, 
however, they found themselves involved in serious 
difficulties. For certain men, sent out from Byzan- 
tium, saw fit to maul and mutilate their bodies and 
to impose fines upon them without the least com- 
punction, until they gave up all the horses which 
they had wrested from the barbarians. 

xxii. When the Emperor and Theodora had de- 
stroyed John the Cappadocian, they wished to appoint 
someone to his office in his stead, and they made it 
their common task to find some man of the baser 
sort, looking about to find such a tool of their 





4 For avaxapoto: Alemannus proposed avaxwpodvras. 

5 «reivat reCapps: xreivavres. Haury, retaining creivaytes, 
inserted érdyxavoy before iti: ready tre KraSeninnikov. 

8 Cnmotv Alemannus: (nulay. 
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vidos dpyavov kal Tacas Siepevvav res Tas TOV 
avOpwray YV@uAS, OTWS ETL Gaooov TOUS wvITNn- 
KOOUS aTroANEly SuvVMYTaL. éV fev OVY TO Ta pav- 
TiKA Geodorov avt avtov ért TIS apy hs 
KATET THT AVTO; * avopa ov Karondn [LeD, ov opodpa 
b¢ apéoKkesy avTots iKavov yeyovota. torepov bé 
atav dvepevy@pevot TEPLNPXOVTO. eupoy dé Tapa 
dofay apyupaporB ov tiva Ilérpov 6 ovopart, ~Upov 
yevos, OvTrep emikdow Bupoupnpy éxddovuv Os 
Tada, ev €Th THS TOV Xareod Tpamréelns Kadn- 
HEvOs Képon alaxporaTa ex TauTyns 67 err opitero 
Ths épyacias, THY mept TOUS oBoXous KNOT NY ev 
pdraa texyvalwov Kal Tous avT@ EvpSdddrovtas- 
det TO TOV SaxTUhoy TAXEL eK K POUVOD. deEcds 
yap Av Krewras pev Ta * TOY avT@ TE PLT ET T@KO- 
TOV avédny,® arovs b€ dpocat Kal TOY YELpOY TO 
apdpTnpa TO THS YAOTTNS TepiKcaduyat Opacet. 
év b¢€ Tots TOY Uma pyov TTPATLOTALS KaTanrey Geis 
és TOTOUTOY aroTias ENAAKED | @orTE Ocodwpa 
ape Kety Te €V TOUS pahiora Kab €s Tav adleev 
auth BovAnparav p piora uTroupyEly TA Gunyvava. 
8d 87 Oeodorov bev OVTrEp pera TOV Karradoxny 
KATATTNOUpEVOL ETUYOV THs TLuAS avTiKAa TApé- 
rvoay, llétpov 5€ tavTn éréotyoav, doTEp avTotp 
drempagato Kara, voov amavra. TOUS TE yap 
OT pUTEVOLEVOUS amoaTEp@y TAS cuvTdges amd- 
cas OUTE atoxuvdeis ouTe beioas 7 WT OTE agen, 
GNAA KaL wvlous Tas apyas ETt padroy 7} 
mpotepov wpovOnxev, aTimoTépas Te aUTaS KATA 
1 nareorncavro, dvdpa P, naréotyncay, roy avSpa GS. 


2 wey ra Alemannus: pera. 
3 dvé5yv Bernhardy: dvaliny. 
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tyranny and investigating thoroughly the attitude 
of the candidates, to the end that they might 
be able still more speedily to ruin their subjects. 
Now as a temporary measure they put in John’s 
place in the office Theodotus, a man who, though 
not of good character, had never proved able 
to please them completely. After this they went 
about investigating every possibility. And un- 
expectedly they found a certain money-changer 
named Peter, a Syrian by birth, called by the surname 
of Barsymes.1_ He had years before sat at the table 
where bronze coins are exchanged and was gaining 
most shameful returns from this business, contriving 
his theft of the ha’pennies with great skill and always 
bafing his customers by the swiftness of his fingers. 
lor he was clever enough to steal freely the possess- 
ions of those who fell in with him, and when caught, 
to give his oath and to cover the sin of his hands by 
the impudence of his tongue. And when he had been 
enrolled as a member of the Pretorian Guard, he 
became so outrageous that he was exceedingly pleas- 
ing to Theodora and he gave her readiest assistance 
in the perplexing details of her wicked enterprises. 
So they immediately released Theodotus from the 
office to which he had been appointed after the 
Cappadocian, and they appointed thereto Peter, 
who accomplished everything to the liking of them 
both. For though he deprived the soldiers on active 
service of all their pay, he was never seen to be moved 
by either shame or fear, nay, he even offered the 
offices for sale to a still greater extent than had been 
done before, and by making them less honourable 


1 Really a patronymic, ‘“‘Son of Simon.” 
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TNT ApEvOs aredidoro Tots TaUTHY 6) ovK 
Gmrokvovat THY avootay _euTropiay epyateo Bau, 
éduels Srappnony Tois Tas apxas ovnoapéevors 
Tais TOY apxXouevov ruxais TE Kal ova Lats i 


8 BovrowrTo Xpyoac Has. aUT® TE 4p evdus Kal 


19 


ll 


12 


TO THS apyYns* cataBeBrnnore TO Tiunua % TOU 
ounray ve Kab dros apmate éFovata Evvéxesto. 
aul Tponel pev éK Tob Keparatov THs TOANLTELAS 
4 tov Blov wry, érpatteTo Té TO cupSoracov 
Ths TOV ToOdkewy 8 SrapGopas, éy TE TOV ELKaC- 
TH pLov ToLs _Mpouxover Kal To Onpoaie TAS 
dryopas Tepinpyeto * Agorns EVV 0/108, dvoma TH 
mpaker® Tels THY GUvANOYHY TaV él TOUS TUL} 
pace THS apNis Kata SeSrnuevov XPnparov, OUK 
éyovons Tiva édrida Ths TOV GLapTavowevov 
ET LE TPOPHS. kal® cavTo@v b€ TOY TH 2px 
UmnpeTOoUVT@y, TORNGY Te Kal Soxipev ovTor, 
TOUS TovnpoTatous | ael és auTov eiAKe, TOUTO 
dé ouK avTos efnapTe HLOvos, anra eal Gcoe 
TAVT NY TMpoTepov Te Kal vaTEepoy THY TEENY 
Eo XOV. 

‘Hyapraveto dé ToLodTO Kav TH TOD paryiaTpov 
KaNOUMEVOU apXn Kav Tots Mararivors, of 67) 
dud TE TOUS Oncaupous Kae Ta mpeBara Kadov- 
peva TO TE TAT PlpLewvioy ETLTEAELY GEL THY vmoup- 
ylav e@daciw, év tTacats Te curdAnBOnv elmely 

1 eumoplay epyaCerOar S, eumopiCerOar mpatw G, éumopeiav 
epydterbar P 
2  bextis Haury: xépas. 
1 Tehewy Alemannus: moAeulwv. 
* TEpihpxeTo Alemannus : meptiipke TOTE. 


5 tvoua TH mpate: P, tvoua thy mpaky G, 7h mpdte S. 
6 For ral ‘Aleniannus read éx. 
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he used to sell them to men who did not hesitate to 
carry on this unholy business, giving explicit per- 
mission to those who purchased the offices to treat 
the lives and property of their subjects as they wished. 
For a bargain was straightway concluded between 
him and the man who had paid down the price of the 
office that gave the latter full licence to plunder and 
pillage. Thus from the capital? of the State there 
issued the traffic in human lives, and there Peter 
negotiated the contract for the destruction of the 
cities, while in the highest courts and in the public 
square of the market-place there paraded a legalized 
brigand, who described his business as the recouping 
of the monies put up as the price of office, there 
being no hope that his misdeeds ever would be 
punished. And among all those who served this 
magistracy as subordinates, a numerous and notable 
company, he always drew to himself the basest men. 
But herein not he alone was guilty, but rather all 
who have assumed this office before and since. 

And a similar abuse was practised also in the office 
of the Magister,? as he is called, and among the Palace 
officials who are wont to attend to the service that 
has to do with the treasures and with the funds known 
as privata and the administration of the patrimonium,? 
and, broadly speaking, in all the regular offices estab- 


1 Following Haury. Other editors take 7d xepdraioy to 
mean ‘‘the official head of the State,” ¢.e. Justinian or, 
possibly, Peter. 

2 See Chap. xvi. 5, note. 

* Both these funds were administered by the Emperor 
personally, the patrimonium being taken over from his pre- 
decessor—in a sense, inherited. 

* wovnpordrouvs Haury: movypods. 
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TALS ev Bulavti@ Kal Tone Tals adraus TeTary- 
péevas apxais. é& ob yap G0¢ 0 TUpavvos Ta 
Tparypara Supengaro, éy apxn exdorn TOUS Tots 
UmnpeTovar T™ poo nKovTas T OpOUs 7 Hey avTos 
TH O€ 6 THY TLULNY eXwY TpOogeTTOLODYTO ovdeEv) } 
Noy, Of TE AUTOIS? émeTaTTOVELY UTOUpPYODVTES 
Tevopmevoe TA EcYaTta TdvTAa TOUTOY TOV YpovoY 
Sovvor peréctara utoupyelv nvayKkalovTo. 

Séitou 6é mood Komsoh és BuCavtiov xexomic- 
pévov eoeonre. péev 0 WArELTTOS HON, aUvTos bé 
TOUTOY TOAEoe Tals Ewais é7éBAAXE KATA AOyoU 
ExadoTn, KaiTrep ovK EyovTa emitnoeions és Bpaoty 
dO pdroy, eméBadnré Te, ovx nT Ep amodiboa Gat 
TOV KENALO TOV oLTOV clades, Grra Kal TOARD 
akiorepov, WY Te TOLS QVOUILEVOLS emdvayKes 
XPHNUAT A peyaha T POE MEVOLS emt TLULNMATL 
PopTiKwTaroLs Elta TOV attov és THY Odraccay 
i) és Tuva vdpoyonv amroppim ety. émet 5€ Kal 
gitov axpatdvovs tre Kal ovmw? ceonmortos 
péya TL TAHOOS évtadla amréxetto, Kal TovTO 
TreoTais* Tay TorAcwv® Tals ciTov vVrooTaM- 
Covoass ameuTonely éyvw. TavtTn yap duTAdo.a 
Ta XPNbaTA érr oles fmep TOlS UTOTEACTL TO 
dnwootov ume Tov0e ® ToD oltov Ta mpdTEepa 
eheNoyia TO. GXX’ érel és véwta ovKeTL opmoiws 
4% TOV KapTaov dopa HKpater,’ évdceotépws pev 


1 éy before odder) deleted by Alemannus. 
2 at rots Buecheler. 
3 otrw GP, otrw 8. 
4 whretoras Alemannus and editors except Haury: macic- 
twv, ‘at the highest price.” 
5 rédewy Alemannus: modeulwr. 
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lished not only in Byzantium but also in the other 
cities. For since the time when this tyrant took 
charge of affairs, in each office the revenues which 
belonged to the minor officials were regularly claimed, 
without just reason, sometimes by Justinian himself, 
and sometimes by the man who held the office; 
and the men who served under their orders, being 
extremely poor, throughout this whole period were 
compelled to work under most servile conditions. 
Now at one time a very great quantity of grain 
had been transported to Byzantium, but after the 
largest part of this had rotted already, he himself 
consigned + it in proportionate quantities to each 
several city of the East, though it was not suitable 
to be eaten by man; and he consigned it, not at the 
price at which the finest grain is wont to be sold, but 
at a much higher price, and it was necessary for the 
purchasers, after spending very great sums of money 
to meet the very oppressive prices, to throw the 
grain into the sea or a sewer. And since a huge 
supply of sound grain which had not yet rotted also 
lay in storage there, he decided to sell off this too to 
the very large number of the cities which were in 
some need of grain. For in this way he made double 
the money which the Treasury had previously paid 
to the tributary states for this same grain. But the 
next year, when the crop of the grains was no longer 
bountiful to the same degree, the grain-fleet arrived 


1 The consignment was a forced sale, as appears from the 
following. 





& rovde PS, rovro 5¢ G. 
? #xepacey Alemannus: # dxudcerv. 
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i) KaTa& xpelay és Bufdvriov oo ouTary@ryos 
aTOOS apiKero, Ilétpos 6€ tots mapodat Sta- 
TOpovpevos, éK Toy * év te BeOuvia Kai Povyia 
Kal Opaxn Kepiov Tm pracbae ® meya Te KPH pa 
gitou nEtov. LA TE avaryKatov TOUS TAUTY 
olKovor peXpe bev és Thy Odracoay Tove TOAX@ 
Ta dopria hépe, és BuSdvteov dé ev xdive 
avTa eoxopiler Gas Kat Bpayea ev TL HATE 
énbev TO hoy Tpos avTov peperOau, THY onuiav 
bg awrots és Too ovbe peyeDous cadiatacbat Gore 
dyaray nv? Tis avtovs eon TOV TE otTov olka 4 
Snpocic xapiler Oar Kal THT Oe ETE pov vmep 
abrod KatatiOévat. TODTO éoTl TO axdos® ¢ OTEp 
KANELY cuverny ° VEVOMLKATLY, érel 66 ovo 
ws oftos év Bufartiw Kata tHv ypelav ixaves 
évyeryovet, TmONAOl TO Tm paryya és Bacvréa dué- 
Barrov. apa dé xa ol TT PATEVOLEVOL oyedor 
Te dmavres ate Tas el@Ovias ov KEKOMLLG LEVOL 
Evyragers, GoptBw te ava 7 TONY Kab TAPAXT 
TONAH elXovTO. Bacirevs pev ovv On Te avT@ 
Karen ds éyew édofe Kal Taparvely auToOV TAS 
apxis nOere Sta Te TavTA dmep éppnen Kar OTL 
Xpnpara Sarpovios peyda, NKNKOEL AUT@ ATrO- 
Kexpup lat, arep ex Tov Snmociou ceovanncers 
éruxe* Kal ay dé obTws. Ocodwpa dé Tov avopa 
ove cla. éxtoTws yap tov Bapovynyv nyara, 


> 


ex trav added by Alemannus. 
mptacba: Maltretus : meipacba. 

3 #y GIPS, ef corrector of G. 

4 ofew MSS. ; Suidas reads ofko@evy 76; Dindorf conjectured 
76; KraSeninnikov oto 7d. 

5 For &xdos Haury would prefer aryos. 

6 rarely cuvwvhy Maltretus, cvvwv)y Kadety Suidas: Kkadety 
O'UVWVELY. 
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in Byzantium with less than was needed,! and Peter, 
being at a loss because of this situation, decided to 
buy from the farm-lands of Bithynia and Phrygia 
and Thrace a great supply of grain. And the 
inhabitants of these regions were compelled to 
transport with great labour the cargoes to the sea 
and to convey them to Byzantium at great peril, 
and to receive from him the small amounts which 
passed for prices ; and the loss for them mounted up 
to such a figure that they were glad to be permitted 
to present the grain to a government warehouse and 
to deposit a further payment for the privilege. This 
is the burden which they are accustomed to call 
“ yequisition.” 2 But when even thus the supply 
of grain in Byzantium had not become sufficient to 
meet the need, many made bitter complaints of the 
situation to the Emperor. And at the same time 
pretty nearly all the men in military service, seeing 
that they had not received their usual pay, gave 
themselves over to tumults and disturbances through- 
out the city. So the Emperor seemed at last to 
be vexed with the man and wished to relieve him of 
his office both on account of these facts which have 
been mentioned and also because he had heard that 
a prodigious amount of money had been hidden away 
by him, which, as it chanced, he had filched from the 
Government. And this was true. But Theodora 
would not permit her husband to act; for she had an 
extraordinary affection for Barsymes on account of 


1 Justinian made a serious attempt to forestall this very 
contingency; cf. Buildings V. i. 10-16. 

2 guywvh or “‘coemptio’’ was purchase by the Govern- 
ment at a price which made the process practically confiscation. 
The practice was familiar in Egypt; cf. Preisigke, Worterbuch 
der Griechischen Papyrusurkunden. 
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ep.ol pev } boxe’, THS Te Tovnpias Evexa Kat Tob 
TOUS KaTN KOOL Suadepovtws hupalrver Oar, avrn 
Te Yap @moTaTn mv Kab arravbpwmias aTEXVOS 
ELT EWS Kaul TOUS Uroupyobyras nEtov TA és TOV 
Tpomov avuTh ETT NOELOS @> pdardtota Exel, 
daci be avrny Kat KatapayevOeioar T pos TOO 
Tlérpou GKOVGLOY AUT@ evvoixas EVEL. mept TE 
yap TOUS pappaKréas Kal Ta SaLmovia TEpLEpryws 
eo movddKel 0 Bapovpns odtos, Kral TOUS kahov- 
pévous Mawyaiovs éreOnme* te xal adrov 
mpootateiy €k Tod éudavods ovdauyn amnéiov. 
Kaitou Kal TavTa Bacwris akovoaca ov pel hice 
TH és TOV dvO pwomov EUVOLAD, anna HaNdov ETL 
bua TAUTA Tre pLaTENDELY Te Kal aan ay eyvo. 
paryous TE yap Kab pappaxebor Kal avTn Ope 
Ajoaca ex Tatoos, are TOV emuTNOEULAaT OY avT nD 
és TovTO aryOvTon, Ste Bico TLoTEVOUTG, Té TO 
mpdry pare TOUTM Kal avr 70 Oapoetv és ael 
éxouca. Néyerar? S& Kab Tov ‘Tovetiveavov ov 
TooouTOV Jwmrevouca xerpon ln Toinoacbat, 6 dcov 
7H éx Tov Satpoviov avayKn. ov yap TLS HV 

evppov 7 dixatos O0¢€ avijp D és TO dyad ov 
BL eats: Gare Kpelaowy Torte THS TovavTns émt- 
BovrgAs eivat, aAArja Povwv pev Kal xXpnudTov 
gowros Siadavas Haocwy, Tols dé avTov éEaTraTact 
Kal KoAaKevovoly ov YareTa@s elxwyv. & Te 
mpaktert Tals pddtoTd ol éotrovdacpévars peTe- 
Barreto Te* ovdevi AOYMD Kal KovLOpT@ évdeEXeE- 


uév PS, 8é G. 

éreOfme: Alemannus: éréO7 érel. 
Aéyera: PS, Aéyouo: G. 

peTteBaarreté te GP, weréBare rote S. 
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his depravity, as it seems to me, and because he was 
exceedingly efficient in bringingruin upon thecitizens. 
For she herself was a very ruthless person and 
completely filled with inhuman cruelty, and she 
required that her minions should conform as closely 
as possible to herself in character. But they say 
that she was put under a spell by Peter and shewed 
him favour against her will. For this Barsymes 
had shewn an exceptional interest in sorcerers and 
in the evil spirits, and he had a great admiration for 
the Manichaeans,) as they are called, and never 
hesitated to stand forth openly as their champion. 
And yet, even when the Empress heard of these 
reports, she did not abate her good-will towards the 
man, but she saw fit to both protect and cherish him 
even more on this account. For she too from child- 
hood on had consorted with magicians and sorcerers, 
her habits of life seeming to lead her in this direction, 
and throughout her life she retained her faith in such 
things and always based her confidence upon them. 
And it is also said that the way she made Justinian 
tractable was not so much by cajoling him as by 
applying to him the compulsion of the evil spirits. 
For this man was not so right-minded or just a person 
or so steadfast in virtue as to be at any time superior 
to attempts upon him of the kind just mentioned, 
but, on the contrary, while conspicuously susceptible 
to the appeal of bloodshed and money, yet he found 
it easy enough to yield to those who tried to cozen 
and flatter him. But even in those matters in which 
he took particular interest he used to reverse his 
position for no real reason and he had become 


* See Appendix II and Hastings, Encyclopaedia of Religion 
and Hthics, 
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XeoTara euhepys eyeryavet, TAUTA TOL ovoé TIS 
TOV auTOU Suyyevov qe aos yy pimeov éXTrida 
TLVA TOTE acpanh em AUTO er KED, adda peTava- 
ordceis * avT® €& aet THS és Ta émiTydevuata 
éyivovTo YVOLNS. obo TE eal Tots pappaxedow, 
OTrep épp7On, evépodos & Ov eal Th Ocodapa Tove) 
ovdevt & Urrox EtpLos évyeryovet, xa an’ avrod pdduota 
7) Bactnts are omovdaioy Ta ToadTa TOV Ilérpov 
ovta vrepnyan a. apxis pep ouv 78 Ta TpoTepa 
eixe Bacrrevs avTov Tapéehuce pons, Ocodwpas 
dé ery KEL LEDS ov TOAND DoTepov apyovTa Tay 
ngaupar avrov KATETTTATO, ‘Toavyny TApa- 
AVoas® TavTNS on TAS TELAS, Oomep aurny T A peL- 
Anpos not Tou oruryous T POTE POV eT UXED. AV b¢ 
oUTOS a avi} p ryévos pev Harasarivos * Tpaos be Kal 
aryal os aryay, Kat ovTeE mopivec bat VPN MAT OV 
adixey ° TOpous el0@s OUTE TH AupNYaLEVOS 
mémote TOY Tavtwv avOpérwrv: dpuédrer Kal 
SiahepovTos HYATOV auTov 0 Leas amas. Oia ToL 
TovTO ‘Tove tiveavov Te kal THY omoluya ovdamh 
pec Kev, olmrep érretOn TOY opioty UToupyouvTo@v 
KaAOV TE Kal ayaBov Tapa dofav Teva idover, 
iduyyeoutes ° Kal Sve Popovpevor és Ta padiora 
Tacy enXavy avTov OTe TadytoTa OiMbetacbar év 
omouby emoLoovTo. 

Otte yodv Kai todrov Tov “Iwavyny o Iérpos 
éxdeEduevos Oncavpav Te TV BacidtKov TpovcTH 


1 4 GS, 086 rar P. 
2F L H ] d 
or petavacracers Herwerden proposed petragracess. 
3 rapadvoas Alemannus: wapadvoaca. 
4 yvévos uty Madaorivos Alemannus: yevduevos méy madac- 
TIvALOS. 
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absolutely like a cloud of dust in instability. For 
this reason none of his relatives, and none of his 
acquaintances in general, ever based any confident 
hope on him, but, on the contrary, he had become 
subject to constant shiftings of his opinion as regards 
what he was to do. Thus, being easily accessible to 
the sorcerers, as has been said, he very readily became 
tractable in the hands of Theodora also; and chiefly 
for this reason the Empress loved Peter exceedingly 
as being an expert in such matters. So the Emperor 
removed him only with difficulty from the office which 
he previously held, but at the insistence of Theodora 
he not long afterwards appointed him Master of the 
Treasuries,? dismissing from this office John, who 
chanced to have assumed it only a few months earlier. 
Now though this man was a native of Palestine, he 
was a very gentle and good person, who neither was 
skilled in opening ways to wrongful gain nor ever 
had maltreated any man in the world. In fact, the 
whole populace loved him with extraordinary 
devotion. And just for this reason he did not satisfy 
Justinian and his spouse at all, for as soon as they 
unexpectedly discovered among their subordinates 
any man of high character, losing their heads and 
being vexed to the utmost, they eagerly sought by 
any and every means to push him out of the way 
at the earliest possible moment. 

It was in this way, at any rate, that Peter succeeded 
this John and took charge of the imperial treasuries, 


1 For the proverbial expression cf. Chap. xiii. 10. 
2 Praefectus Aerarii. 


5 @8ixeavy Haury: isinav. Cf. Book II. xv. 9. 
: LAALYYLaVTes Alemannus : iAdtyylar TE, 
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Kab cuppopor avbus peyahov aiteoTaros drag 
ryéryovev. ATOTELVOMEVOS yap TOV XONUATOV TO 
WNELO TOV [EpOS, amep éy Tapayux ys NOYw 
Tmohnois yopnyelcbat ava mav eT 0s pos Bace- 
rAEwWS eX TANALOV OLaTETAKT AL, AUTOS [uev TOL 
dnpogtots ov déov éwdourel Kab Motpay évbevde 
Bacirei avepeper. ot 6€ TA YpHuaTA Trepinpn- 
evo éy mevOeL peyaro Teptec dd nvro, émelL Kal 
TO Xpucovv VOM [La ovx Hep elwder exh épey 
n&iov, GXX éEXacoov aro KATATTNG A pMEVvos, 
Tm pay wa OVOETTWTTOTE ryeryoves TT POTEPOV. 

Ta pev api Tots adpxover Bacinrei TAUTD TH 
elyev. Strws b€ Tous Ta Xo pia KEKTN MEVOUS 
Tava sy * OvépOet pev epav EPXOMAle améxpn 
yey ovv jyty * TOY és Tas odes atdacas 
Teh houeveoy apxovT@V errivnaetoty OU TONA® 
TpOTEpoV Kal TOUTOY én TOV avOpwrrav onUnvat 
Ta mdaOn. Mpwrous yap ob dpxovres ® ovro * 
TOUS TOV Kopi KUpLoUs Brafopevor eXnifovTo, 
Kab as 6€ TAaNXG eLpyjoerat TAVTA, 

KY. IIparov ev elOiapeévov bv? éx Tarasod 
éxag Tov THY ‘Popatieov apxny éXovTa. ovx anak 
povoy, AAA Kat TOANAKIS TOUS TOV Onuooiwy 
oprAnudtav rNenpavols TOvS KaTNHKOOUS SwpEetcOat 

1 ravraxy 8, mavtaxod arn GP. 
2 juiv PS, nuiv elmety G. 
3 &pxovtes PS, &vOpwra G. 


* otro: Alemannus: oftw. 
5 Haury proposed, wrongfully, to delete i». 
: The standard gold coin, the “‘ solidus,” which Procopius 
calls “ stater,” was reduced, he says (Chap. xxv. 12), from 210 
**obols ” to 180—a cut, as it seemed to him, of over fourteen 
per cent. Yet the intrinsic value of the ‘‘ solidus ” was not 
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and he once more became the chief cause of great 
calamities for all. For he cut off the greater part of 
the payments which it had been ordained from of old 
should be given by the Emperor each year to many 
in the guise of a “ consolation,’ and he himself, 
meanwhile, by improper means, grew rich on the 
public money and kept handing over a portion of it 
to the Emperor. And those who had been stripped 
of their money sat about in great sorrow, since he saw 
fit also to issue the gold coinage, not at its usual value, 
but reducing its value materially,) a thing which 
had never been done before.” 

Such were the dealings of the Emperorin the matter 
of the magistrates. And I shall next proceed to tell 
how, in each division of the Empire, he ruined those 
who owned the lands. Now it was sufficient for our 
purpose, in mentioning a short time ago the magis- 
trates sent out to all the cities, to note also the 
sufferings of the common people. For the owners 
of land were the first whom these magistrates op- 
pressed and plundered; but even so all the remainder 
of the story shall be told. 

xxiii. First of all, though it had been customary 
from ancient times that each successive Emperor 
should make, not once, but many times, a donation 
to all their subjects of the arrears of their debts to 
the Treasury, in order, on the one hand, to prevent 


changed materially, and this coin continued to serve for many 
centuries as a standard unit of value, known as the ‘‘ Besant,” 
or ‘‘ Byzant,’”’ throughout the world of commerce from the 
Far East to the western shores of Europe. Cf. Book VII. i. 
30. 

2 Here Procopius is exactly wrong. The ‘‘ aureus,” which 
was first coined by Julius Caesar as , of a pound in weight, 
sank steadily to 4; of a pound under Constantine. 
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Taveras, TOD pare TOUS aT opoupevous TE€ Kal 00ev 
dv éxtivorey Ta Aeipava, TadTa ouda ph exovTas 
dunvexes amomviyecOat punre Tos poporoyors 
oxyrpers twapéxerOar avKeohavtety éyyetpovor Tav 
TOO Popov * UTOTENOY TOUS ovdéev opethovras, 
oUTOS és dvo Kal TPLaKOVTA er ay \POVvoY ovdey 
TOLOUTO €S TOUS KATHKOOUS elpydoato. Kab am 
avTOD Tolls pév amopoupévois avayKatov Hy 
am@oOpavai te Kab pnoevi Ere” érraviévar. Kat 
ot guKohayTa, Tous émietkertépovs amréxvacov 
KaTnyopiav émavacelovtes ATE TO TéNOS évdeco- 
TEPOS ex Tahacod kataBdadrovtas THIS ey- 
KeLLevns TO Kopi popas. ov yap. Ooov ot 
rahalmepot THY Kav ID TOU Popov an ayoryny 
édedtecav, AAAG Kab Y povar TOCOUTWY TO mwrnOo0s 
ovdey 7 poo Kav Bapuvectar popors. TONAL 
youv apmerer TA operepa AUT@Y TOL cuKopavT ass 
} TD Snooty T POE HeVOL am NNAG TOvTO. ET ELTA 
be Mrjdov ev Kat Lapaknvav ris ‘Actas yhv 
THY ° ron day tov dé 6n Odvvav Kal L«haByvev 
kat “Avrdv* Evuracav Evpeérnv dAnicapévwr, 
Kal TOV TOAEwY Tas meV KAGEXOVYTOY és Edadgos, 
ras 665 dp'yupohoyna avrev és To axpiBées pa- 
Mita, TOUS dé ar O porous eEavdparrodicdvt ov 
Eup Xpypace macy, épnuov Te TOV olKenTopav 
KATATTHOALEVWY YwOpay ExdaoTnY Tais Kal Hyué- 

1 ddpov GP, xdpov S. 

2 ral under? rs Haury, yay wal wneére Dindorf, yyy ral 
under? érc KraSeninnikov: yijy andevt ert S, yay undevi ere: 
GP. 

3 env deleted by Reiske. 


4 Avra@y (or Toréav) added by Alemannus. 
5 ras 5¢ Alemannus: tér 66. 
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the destitute and those who had no means of paying 
these arrears from being strangled regularly, and, 
on the other hand, to avoid providing the tax- 
gatherers with pretexts in case they should try to 
blackmail those who, though subject to the tax, owed 
nothing in arrears, this man, for a period of thirty- 
two years! has done nothing of the kind for his 
subjects.2. And for this reason it was necessary for 
the destitute to go away and in no case to return 
again. And the blackmailers kept harassing the 
more respectable farmers by holding over them the 
threat of an accusation, alleging that they had for 
a long time been paying their tax at a lower rate than 
that imposed upon their district. For the poor 
wretches had to fear not only the new payment of the 
tax, but also the possibility that they might be 
weighed down by the burden of taxes for so great 
a number of years for which they owed nothing. 
In any case, many men actually handed over their 
property either to the blackmailers or to the Treasury 
and went their ways. Furthermore, though the 
Medes and Saracens had plundered the greater part 
of the land of Asia, and the Huns and Sclaveni and 
Antae the whole of Europe, and some of the cities 
had been levelled to the ground, and others had been 
stripped of their wealth in very thorough fashion 
through levied contributions, and though they had 
enslaved the population with all their property, 
making each region destitute of inhabitants by their 


1 From the accession of Justinus, 4.p. 518, for whom 
Justinian acted as Regent. 

2 Cf. Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ed. 
Bury, IV. 237. 
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pav emo popats, dopov pey oveerl TOY amTdvyTwY 
apne, TNH ye én bcov éviaurod Tats adovaars 
TOY TOAEwWY povoy. KalTor eb Kabdntep Avacta- 
oL08 Bactrevs EM TAETES Tals Grove as Ta, TeX 
eT Ly @ pet EyPO, oipas * ay ovd = &>S avr ov Té- 
Toujcbat Ta deovTa, eTrel KaSaéys wey Tats 
otcodoplass @S Hever AUENYaLEVOS aT Lay WYETO, 
Xoopons oe aravra TUPTOANTAS és édados 
xabetre, peilw Te MpoceTpiato Tols TepiTETTTW- 
Kool Ta 7a0n. Kal TOUTOLS Mev TOIS avo parrots 
olomep TO ryehorddes TOUTO TOD Popov adbjKe 
Kal Tois AANOES inact, TOARKGKLS [eV SeFapevors 
tov Mydav TTPATOD, Ounvenes 5é¢ Odvvwyv te Kai? 
Lapacny ery yi THY éwav Anicapévoy, ovdéev b€ 
hacov Kat tov? émt tHs Evpwrns BapBapav 
TrauTa épyatouévwy del kai Kal éExactny Tovs 
éxeivn ‘Pwpuatous, Bactreds otros yaderwrepos 
evOus yeyovE BapBapov GTAVTWY. GuUvwVais TE 
yap Kal Tats KANOULEVALS emiBorais TE Kab 
Suaypadais ot TOV Yopiov KuptoL TOV TONE LLeD 
dvaKexe pnKoTav auTiKa ara ALO KOVTO. ) Tt 
dé 7a dvouaTa éoti Te Kal BovrAeTar Tadta, éyw 
dnrA@ow. 

Tovs ta xeopia KEKTNMEVOUS avaryealouat Tov " 
‘Popaiov curpepery OTPATOV KaTa TO péTpoY 
Ths Keepévns® éExdot@ hopas, Tinpatov Kata- 


1 $¢ after ofua: deleted by Haury. 

2 BapBapwy after cat deleted by Haury. 

3 ray added by Haury. 4 roy GS, Tov ror P, 
5 Herwerden proposed éyxemévns, 


1 Cf. Book I. vii. 35. 2 Cf. Chap. xxii. 19 and note. 
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daily inroads, yet he remitted the tax to no man, 
with the single exception that captured cities had 
one year’s exemption only. And yet if he had seen 
fit, as did the Emperor Anastasius, to remit to 
captured cities all their taxes for seven years, I 
think that even thus he would not have been doing 
all he should have done in view of the fact that, 
although Cabades had gone his way without doing 
the least damage to the buildings, yet Chosroes had 
not only fired every structure and razed it to the 
ground, but had also inflicted greater sufferings upon 
his victims. And now to these men to whom he 
remitted this ridiculously small portion of the tribute, 
as to all the others likewise—men who had often 
supported the attacks of the Median army, and 
though Huns and Saracens had continuously ravaged 
the lands of the East, and though not less terribly 
the barbarians in Europe were also wreaking such 
destruction every day and unceasingly—to these 
men, I say, this Emperor shewed himself from the 
first more savage than all the barbarians together. 
For through “ buying on requisition ” 2 and what are 
called “imposts”’ and “ pro-rated assessments,” 3 
the owners of the land were immediately, once the 
enemy had withdrawn, reduced to ruin. Now what 
these terms are and what they mean I shall proceed 
to explain. 

The owners of property are compelled to provision 
the Roman army in proportion to the tax levied upon 
each owner, the deliveries being made, not where the 


: Pauly-Wissowa, Realencyclop. s. vv. Preisigke, Wérterbuch 
der griechischen Papyrusurkunden. The ‘pro-rated assess- 
ments’ were levied in order to realise the amount defaulted 
by deceased owners, as explained below. 
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Barouevov ovx nmep Ebina. oO Tapeov TH xpeig 
Kalpos, GAA nTEp efeors Kab Sibptorat, ou 
Suepevy@ j.evoe dé eltrep aurots Ta emerioera éy 
TH Xwpa EvpBaiver. TEPLETTIKE Te Tous 6eL- 
hatous TOUTOUS avaryKn Ta poev erreTHoELa oTpa- 
TLOT AUS TE Kab immo éoKxouilerOar, mdvta 
OVOUMEVOUS aura TLUNLAT OY TONOY és dyay 
aElwréepov Kal Tabra éx Yopas, ay ovT@ TUXOL, 
pakpay ov ovons Kal Tadra® és TO ywpioy 
amroxopiteny ov on TO oT paromedoy up Saiver 
elvat, weTpety Te TOlS TOV TTPATLWOTODY Xopnyors, 
ov Kal drrép Tac avé por ots VOMOS, GN mep 
éxelvols av Bovropevors eln. Kab TovTS €oTL TO 
Tpayha OTrep cvvevn caretrat, && ob én amacw 
exveveupia bar Tots Tap Xwopiov KUpLoLs Eup Bat- 
veo.4 Popov yap am avtod tov émétecoy ov 
ho oova 7 SexaT rac tova karariBevas° opiow 
STOLEN ES: ols ve ov povor, OOTP elpntat, TP 
oTpaT@ ® Nopnyer, GNA Kal oiTOV és Butdytiov 
TOAAGKLS Sranopiver tabta mTtetrovOdce Euve- 
TET ED, érel Ovx ) Bapouuns KANOUUEVOS povos 
TO TOLOUTO diryos eEapaptavery TETOAUNKED, anna, 
Kal ™ POTEPOV meV O Karradoxns, t Uorepov dé OF 
peta’ tov Bapavuny tovto 6 To THS apyiis 
maparaBovtes akiwmpua. 

Ta pev ody Ths cvvwvis tavtTn wn Eye TO 

1 7a added by Haury. 

2 nal raira is deleted by Haury, with Alemannus, un- 
necessarily. 

® anoxouitey deleted by Haury ; it is, however, needed, 

4 The text in 8 is &raor Tols TY xwpiwy Kuplwy éxvevevpio bat 


vuBalver. 
: Fe ike Alemannus: é bé 
> éyrararibévat. 
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season of the year at which the requisition is to be 
filled permits, but where the officials find it possible 
and have determined, and in making these requisitions 
no enquiry is made to see whether the farmers happen 
to have the required provisions on their land. Thus 
it comes about that these wretched men are compelled 
to import provisions for both soldiers and horses, 
buying them all at very much higher prices than they 
are to receive, and that, too, in a market which, if it 
so happens, may be at a great distance from their 
farms, and then to haul back these provisions! to 
the place where the army chances to be, and they 
must measure out these supplies to the Quarter- 
masters of the army, not in the way accepted by all 
the world, but just as the Quartermasters wish. 
And this is the thing which is called “‘ buying on 
requisition,’ and the result of it has been that all the 
owners of farms have been bled to death.2 For by 
this process they are compelled to pay their annual 
tax not less than tenfold, seeing that it has often 
fallen to their lot, not only to furnish supplies directly 
to the army, as stated, but also, on top of what they 
have suffered that way, to transport grain to Byzan- 
tium; for not alone Barsymes, as he was called, has 
dared to perpetrate this outrage, but even before 
him the Cappadocian, and later on those who suc- 
ceeded Barsymes in the dignity of this office. 

Such in a general way was ‘“‘ buying on requisition.” 


* i.e. from the place of purchase to the place where the 
soldiers are billeted. 

* Lit. ‘“‘have had their sinews cut,” te. ‘Shave been 
incapacitated.” 





8 otpatge GS, otparny@ P. 7 wera GP, wep S, 
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6 THs értBonris évopa br€O pds Tis eo rw 
am pooT Tos éEamivaios TOS TA  Xepta KEKTNHLEVOLS 
err uyev0 weVvOS mpopp.Cov TE avrois ext piBov THY 
Tob Biov exmrida. YO piwv yap TO TENS TOV 
epnwav TE Kal amopov YEyeEvn Levon, av 67) Tois 
Te KUplols Kal Tols yewpyols 767 TETUX I KED 7) 
mavraracty* aTrohohevat, 7? yy Tar pway 
amonlTobat Tolls éyxetpévolts ohiot 614 TadTa 
KaKois TpvyedGa,® ovK dmattodow Erie pew 
Tots ouTrw due Dappévoes TavTaTact. 

Totovro pev Kat TO THIS éemtBodys ¢ dvoud éatty, 
émiToNagay ws TO eiKds él TOV ypovov pdrdLoTA 
TOUTOV. Ta O€ TOV Sraypapav as TVYTOMMTATA 
ppdoavte amnrrax Gar TH0E 7 eXel. enutats 
Todrats GAAWS TE Kal vm TOUS Xpovous TOUTOUS 
meptBadrec Gar ® Tas modes ay? avayKkn OvTrEp 
rds TE adopuas Kal TOUS TpoTOUS apinus Aéyeuy 
év TO TAPOVTL, WS pH poe O AOYOS am épavTos 
ein. TavTas ol TA xwpia EXOVTES GrreéTivor, 
Tipnpa KaTaTiOevres Kara Aoyou * THS eyKel- 
mevns éxadoT@ opas. ovK aypt S€ TovTwY 
avTois TO KaKkov éoTn, aGdra Kat TOD hotuod 
Evpmacav mepthaBovros THY Te addy olKov- 
pevgy Kal OVX Hevore, THY TOV “Pwyaiwy apxrip, 
TOV Te yewpyav adavicavtos PEpOS TO Teta ToD, 
Kal aT avToU épyuwy w> TO elKos TOV Xopiov 
yeyernuev@y, ovdeucd etdot éypycato és Tovs 


1 ravramragtv omitted by Suidas. 2 For 4 Suidas has rhv. 
: ‘ Tpbxer bat Haury: xpumrec@ar. 
* mepiBddrrco ba Haury : mep.Bareo Ga. 
S ty added by Reiske, 
8 amérwov thunua added by Haury; Alemannus proposed 
éAvoy, Reiske arecelcavro; cf. Chap. xxii, 18; xxiv. 18. 
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But the term “‘ impost ” is used to describe a kind of 
unforeseen ruination that falls suddenly upon the 
owners of land and destroys root and branch their 
hope of a livelihood. Tor this is a tax on lands that 
have become abandoned or unproductive, the 
owners and farmers of which have already had the 
misfortune either to perish altogether or, abandoning 
their ancestral estates, to be now living in wretched- 
ness because of the woes imposed upon them by 
reason of these imposts ; and they do not hesitate to 
impose it upon any who have not yet been ruined 
altogether. 

Such is the meaning of the term “ impost,” a term 
which with good reason gained its widest currency 
during the period in question. But as for the “ pro- 
rated assessments ’—to dispose of the subject in the 
fewest possible words—the matter is about as follows. 
That the cities should be subjected to many damaging 
exactions at all times and particularly during this 
period was inevitable; as to the motives that led to 
their imposition and the manner of their application, 
I forbear to discuss them on this occasion, lest my 
treatise become interminable. These assessments 
were paid by the owners of the lands, each paying 
an assessed sum in proportion to the tax regularly 
levied upon him. But the trouble did not stop here ; 
on the contrary, when the plague came, seizing in 
its grip the whole civilized world and especially the 
Roman Empire,! and wiping out most of the farmers, 
and when for this reason the lands, as one might 
expect, had become deserted, the Emperor shewed 


1 Book II. xxii, xxiii. 
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TOUTO@Y KUplovs. Popov yap Tov émétesov ovate 4 
aviet TPATTOMEvOS ovx nTrep éKxdaT@ eméBadne 
povoy, GNAG Kab yelTOvwY TaV drokwr br wv THY 
poipav. mpoony dé? jautois Kal TANNA mata, 
@virep éuvnoOny apTios aire Tois TOV Xeplov 
SeduatuxnKac THY KT How det CY KELMEVOD, ere 
pevTou Kal ToLs MEV OTPATLOTALS AVA TA KAANOTA 
Te ka TLMLOTATA Sapatiov TOY operepav 
BHT MEVOLS umnperety, avtots 6é Tara TOUTOY 
TOY Xpovov € év TOLS pavrorarous TE Kal aTHMEAN- 
pevols TOV OLKLOLOY Olartav é eyely. 

"Amep amavta vo THY ’ Lovereviavod Te Kal 
Ocodwpas Bactrelav Tots avOpom ous ael yivea as 
EvvéBn, érrel ouTe TONGMOV ouTeE TL ahAO TOY 
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Keval TETUNTIKED. érrel 8¢ Sopariov pv na O ner, 
ovdé TOUTO TapiTéov Huy, OTL ON OL KEKTHMLEvOL 
TAS eV Bufavri@ oixias BapBdapors évtadéa Kara 
Aveu TrapexXopevor ETTAKLTMLUPLOLS [LaALTTA Ov- 
ol, ouxX oTws Tov operepor ovivacbat ovdaph 
elyov, GANA Kal mpoceTplBovto SucKodols éré- 
pots. 

x0’, OV pv 0056 Ta és TOUS OTPATLWTAS ALTO 
cipryas meyer LWT? Lie ols on Tous TovnpoTa- 
Tous 3 emer tno ey avi Ppamar aT AaVTOV XpnLaT a 
opas OTL Thelora Evdreveuy évO évde KedEvo as, 
ev eldoTas ws polpa TaY ToptaOncopévor 1) dwoe- 
Kat) avrols Ketcetar' dvona dé Royobéras 

1 otrote Haury, ovde tére Alomannus: od rére. 
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no mercy to the owners of these lands. Tor he never 
relaxed his exaction of the annual tax, not merely 
as he imposed it upon each separate person, but also 
exacting the share which fell to his deceased neigh- 
bours.t And in addition they also had to stand all 
the other exactions which I mentioned a moment 
ago as always falling upon those who were cursed 
with the ownership of farms, and over and above all 
these things, they had to house the soldiers, in the 
best and most expensive of their rooms and to wait 
upon them, while they themselves throughout this 
whole time lived in the meanest and the most dilapi- 
dated of their outhouses. 

All these evils kept constantly afflicting the people 
during the reign of Justinian and Theodora, for it so 
happened that neither war nor any other of the great- 
est calamities subsided during this time. And since 
we have made mention of rooms for billeting, we 
must not pass over the fact that the owners of the 
houses in Byzantium, having to turn over their 
dwellings there as lodgings for barbarians to the 
number of about seventy thousand, not only could 
derive no benefit from their own property, but were 
also afflicted by these other disagreeable conditions. 

xxiv. Nor assuredly is his treatment of the soldiers 
to be consigned to silence; for over them he 
put in authority the most villainous of all men,? 
bidding them collect from this source as much as 
they could, and these officers were well aware 
that the twelfth part of what they should thus 
procure would fall to them. And he gave them the 


* i.e. the taxes defaulted by the death or disappearance of 
owners were pro-rated among the surviving owners. 
2 Cf. Book IT. xv. 9. 
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amolhy SvapKas eyouen, kal éreddav adtois Eup- 
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BiBagov PUT avevel Karo, mpea Beta Tas é€x TaD 
5 dnuociou curvrdéeas exdaT@. ANN’ of Aoyo era 
KaNOUPLEVOL ovx elwyv? é« TAY KaTadoyor adat- 
peioPar TA TOY TETENEUT KOT OV ovouaTa,® KauTep 
ouod CradpPerpouévayv, GAXWS TE KaL KATA TOUS 
moAémous® cvyvous yivopévous, TOY TWELTTMV. 
ov env ovoe TOUS KATANO'YOUS ETL ETANPOVY, KUL 
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1 ywpet Alemannus : ywpety. 

2 é« added by Alemannus. 

3 odk elwy GP, olxelwy S. 4 gvéuara GS, cduara P. 
5 roAguouvs Alemannus: aoAeuious. 


1 Oppressive agents of the imperial Treasury; cf. Chap. 
“viii. 15. 
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title of “ Logothetes.”+ And these each year 
devised the following scheme. According to a law 
the military pay is not given to all alike year after 
year, but when the men are still young and have 
only recently joined the army, the rate is lower, while 
for those who have been in service and are now at 
about the middle of the muster-roll,? it grows larger. 
But when they have grown old and are on the point 
of being discharged from the army, the pay is very 
much more imposing, to the end not only that they 
may, when in future they are living as private citizens, 
have sufficient for their own maintenance, but may 
also, when it is their lot to have completely measured 
out the term of life, be able to leave from their own 
property some consolation to the members of their 
households. Thus time, by continually promoting 
the soldiers who are lower down in the scale to the 
rank of those who have died or been discharged from 
the army, regulates on the basis of seniority the 
payments to be made from the Treasury to each man. 
But the Logothetes, as they are called, would not 
allow the names of the deceased to be removed from 
the rolls, even when great numbers died at one time 
from other causes, and especially, as was the case with 
the most, in the course of the numerous wars. 
Furthermore, they would no longer fill out the muster- 
rolls,? and that too for a long period. And the result 
of this practice has proved unfortunate for all con- 
cerned—first, for the State in that the number of 
soldiers in active service is always deficient; secondly, 
for the surviving soldiers, in that they are elbowed 


* The position of a man’s name on the muster-roll depended 
upon the length of his service. 
3 ze. by enlisting new recruits. 
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poipas Alemannus: xelpas. 

“EAAdBos (or Tpatkias) added by Alemannus. 
atpatetovto PS, cpareverba: G. 

érolpwy Alemannus: érépwy. 
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out by those who have died long before and so find 
themselves left in a position inferior to what they 
deserve, and that they receive a pay which is lower 
than if they had the rank to which they are entitled ; 

and, finally, for the Logothetes, who all this time 
have had to apportion to Justinian a share of the 
soldiers’ money. 

Furthermore, they kept grinding down the soldiers 
with many other forms of penalties, as though to 
requite them thus for the dangers incurred in the 
wars, charging some with being “ Greeks,’? as 
though it were wholly impossible for any man from 
Greece to be a decent man, others with being in 
the service without an order from the Emperor, 
even though they could shew, on this point, an 
imperial order, which, however, the Logothetes 
with no hesitation had the effrontery to denounce ; 
and others still they accused on the ground that for 
some days they had chanced to be absent from their 
comrades. Later on also some of the Palace Guards 
were sent out through the whole Roman Empire, 
and ostensibly they were in search of any among 
the armies who were quite unsuitable for active 
service; and they dared to strip the belts? from 
some of these as being unfit or too old, and these 
thereafter had to beg their bread from the pious in 
the public square of the market-place, so that they 
became a constant cause for tears and lamentation 
on the part of all who met them; and from the rest 
they exacted great sums of money, to the end that 


1 The contemptuous use of the term ‘‘ Graeci”’ was often 
noted by Procopius, e.g. Book IV. xxvii. 38. Cf. the ‘‘ Grae- 
culus esuriens ”’ of Juvenal’s Third Satire, line 78. 
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* 4.e, ‘discharged in disgrace.”’ 
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peydha émpaTTovTo,» G WOTE TAYT OV 2 TOUS OTpPATLO- 
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Tépous TE yEeryovevat Kal ovdauh € és TO TorEuety 7 p0- 
Oupetobar Euve By. d0ev Popaiors Kat Ta ev 'Irarig 
T™ pay para NedvaOat Evvérecen. ov 678 ANEE- 
avdpos 0 0 Aoyobéerns oTanels Tois pev TTpAaTLOTaLs 
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vaious® éeadouy, tovtots lovativiaves’ 0 Bactrevs 
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1 émparrovto Alemannus : emparrero. 

2 bore mavTwy Isambert, oitw wavrws Alemannus, oy émiAc- 
wéurar Reiske : ofte ravrwy, 

3 of on Alemannus: otSapj. 
4 «at before xara deleted by Haury. 
Tlepoay Suidas : ‘Pwualwr. 8 Acuitavéous Buecheler. 


* Yovoruavds supplied by Haury from Suidas (who omits 
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they might not suffer the same fate, so that the 
soldiers, broken in manifold ways, had become the 
poorest of all men and had not the slightest zest for 
warfare. It was for just this reason that the Roman 
power came to be destroyed in Italy. Indeed, when 
Alexander the Logothete ! was sent thither, he had 
the effrontery to lay these charges ? without compunc- 
tion upon the soldiers, and he tried to exact money 
from the Italians, alleging that he was punishing 
them for their behaviour during the reign of Theo- 
deric and the Goths. And it was not alone the 
soldiers who were oppressed by destitution and 
poverty through the conduct of the Logothetes, but 
also the subordinates who served all the generals, 
formerly a numerous and highly esteemed group, 
laboured under the burden of starvation and dire 
poverty. For they had not the means wherewith 
to provide themselves with their customary neces- 
sities. 

And I shall add one further item to those I have 
mentioned, since the subject of the soldiers leads 
me thereto. The Roman Emperors in earlier times 
stationed a very great multitude of soldiers at all 
points of the Empire’s frontier in order to guard the 
boundaries of the Roman domain, particularly in the 
eastern portion, thus checking the inroads of the 
Persians and the Saracens; these troops they used to 
call Limztane:.2 These the Emperor Justinian at first 
treated so casually and so meanly# that their pay- 


1 Cf. Book VII. i. 28 ff. 
2 That they were ‘‘ unfit’ or ‘* too old.” 
3 Soldiers of the frontier, limes. 4 2.e. ** stingily.”’ 


8 rapépyws Suidas: mepiépyws. 
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masters were four or five years behind in their pay- 
ments to them, and whenever peace was made 
between the Romans and the Persians, these wretches 
were compelled, on the supposition that they too 
would profit by the blessings of peace, to make a 
present to the Treasury of the pay which was owing 
to them for a specified period. And later on, for no 
good reason, he took away from them the very name 
of regular troops. Thereafter the frontiers of the 
Roman Empire remained destitute of guards and 
the soldiers suddenly found themselves obliged to 
look to the hands of those accustomed to works of 
piety. 

Another group of soldiers, no fewer than three 
thousand five hundred in number, had been assigned 
originally to the guarding of the Palace; these are 
called Scholarwz.t And the Treasury has been accus- 
tomed from earliest times always to pay these higher 
wages than all others. These men were picked for 
their excellence by earlier Emperors, being recruited 
for this honour from among the Armenians. But 
since the time when Zeno succeeded to the throne, 
the way has been open for all, both cowards and 
wholly unwarlike men, to achieve the honour of this 
title. And as time went on, even slaves, by putting 
up a bribe, could purchase admission to this service. 
So when Justinus took over the Empire, this Jus- 
tinian appointed many to this honourable service, thus 


1 An Imperial Guard formed by Constantine I to replace 
the earlier Praetorian Cohort, so called from the Scholae or 
companies of cadets assigned to the Palace; cf. Book VIII. 
XXVH. 2. 
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securing for himself great amounts of money. But 
when at length he observed that there was no longer 
any vacancy in these ranks, he added to their number 
two thousand recruits, and these they used to call 
‘ supernumeraries.”’ But when he himself took over 
the Empire, he shook off these supernumeraries 
with great speed, giving them no payment what- 
ever.t 

But for those included in the regular body of the 
Scholarii he devised the following. When it was to 
be expected that an army would be sent against 
Libya or Italy or Persia, he would issue orders to 
them to pack up as though to take part in the 
expedition, though he knew well that they were not 
at all fit for active service, and they, in terror, 
remitted their pay to him for a specified period in 
order that this might not be done. And it so hap- 
pened that this befell the Scholarii many times. 
And Peter also, during the whole time while he 
held the office of Magister, as it is called, was con- 
stantly harassing them every day with unheard-of 
thefts. For while he was indeed a mild man and 
not at all versed in offering insult, at the same time 
he was the biggest thief in the world and absolutely 
filled with shameful avarice. This Peter has been 
mentioned also in the previous books? as having 
carried out the murder of Amalasuntha, daughter of 
Theoderic. 

And there are also others in the Palace held in 
much higher esteem, for the Treasury is accus- 
tomed to allow them a higher wage on the ground 
that they on their part have paid larger amounts 


1 He dismissed them without pay. 
2 Book V. iv. 17 ff. Cf. also Secret History xvi. 2-5. 


287 


B 137 


26 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


TS oTpatelas dvopaTos Ta Thpnpata, of by 
dopéotixol TE Kab T POTLKTO pes emicarobyTat 
Katt avexaber dpereryTol elo TONE wieov Epyov. 
tTafews yap Kal mpoowmou évexa povov éy 
Ilarartivois? etoOacr xataréyecOar. Kal adtav 
ol pev év Bufavrip, oi dé emt tre Larartias® ék 
maracob Kab YWpPL@Vv érépav iSpuvras. GNAG Kal 
TOUTOUS ‘Tova riviavos TpoT@ aeéb dedtra opevos 
TO el pn perp peBier Oar juaynate TOV ™poon- 
Kova ov ohict ouvragewv. ev Kkeparaie bg TOUTO 
elpnrerae. 04408 HY ava mevTaeTnploa EXLOTHV 
TOV Bactréa TOY oTpAaTLWTaOY ExacToyv Swpelabat 


/ \ 
23 Ypuci@ TAKTO. TEWTOVTES 6 ava TEVTARTES 


TAVTAXOTE TAS ‘Pa patov apxis TapelyovTo 


29 oTATHPAS VpUTOUS OT parworn EKATTO TEVTE, Kal 


30 


TOUTO ovX olov Te Hy pI mpaccecdat cel wNX avy 
muon. €& Gtov bé avyp 66¢ dt@Knoato TY 
TOMTELAV, TOLOUTO ovoev ouTE Sven pataro OUTE 
euehhnoe,° KQLTED xpoveu dvo0 Ka TpLakovTa, 
eVvLAUT OV TpiPevTos non, woTe Kal AnOny TOU 
épyov Tovtov Tols avOpwrtrats yevér Oar Tiva. 
Tporov 6€ Kal adAov THs és TOUS KaTNKOOUS 
Aenracias épa@y Epxopar. ot Bactret TE Kal Tals 
apyats év Bulavrio Hy) omuCopevor i ypappara 
draxerpiCovres 7 AAO OTLOUY VITNPETOUVTES Tao- 
covTal pev év TOL kaTanroyors apxnv EoNaToL, 
TpolovTos dé TOU Y povou avaSaivovtes del és TeV 
atroyiwouévayv  vUreEvovTwy Thy yopav Takews 


1 «al added by Reiske. 

2 Tladarivos Haury, of. Chap. xxii. 12: Madarig. 
3 Tadarias Maltretus: yaaa PS, ydAaras E. 

4 guvtdtewy PS, rdtewr G. 
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for the name of belonging to the service; these are 
called Domesticti and Protectores, and from ancient 
times they have been unpractised in deeds of war. 
For it is only for the sake of rank and for the appear- 
ance of the position that they are wont to have 
themselves enrolled among the Palace corps. And 
from ancient times some of these have had their 
residence in Byzantium, some in Galatia and some 
in other places. But these too Justinian was con- 
stantly intimidating in the manner described, thus 
compelling them to relinquish the pay which belonged 
to them. And this shall be explained in summary. 
There was a law that every four years the Emperor 
should present to each one of the soldiers a specified 
sum of gold. So every fourth year they used to send 
messengers throughout every part of the Roman 
Empire and present five gold staters to each soldier. 
And there could not be any failure in this matter at 
any time or by any means. But since the time 
when this man took over the administration of the 
State, he has neither done such a thing nor purposed 
to do it, though a period of thirty-two years has 
passed already, so that men have even come to 
forget this practice to some extent. 

And I shall pass on to explain still another of his 
methods of plundering his subjects. Those who 
mount guard or handle dispatches for the Emperor 
and the officials in Byzantium, or who perform any 
other service whatsoever, are assigned at first to the 
lowest ranks, and as time goes on they advance 
steadily to fill the places of those who have died or 
retired, and each of them keeps moving up from the 


5 guéd\Anoe Reiske: éuéAnce. 
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éxacto. THS KaT avTovs és TOE YwpodaL, ews 
dv tis Bab wod ériBeBnxws Tov mpwtov nbn és TO 
Ths Tyns adixntas wépas. Kat Tots és TodTO 
aEL@maTos HKovot Xpynpwata é€x Tadatovd draté- 
TAKTAL TOTAUTA TO TANRGOS WoTE TAEOV ava TaD 
éros H és Exatov ypucod ayeiperbas Kevtnvapra 
rovto, Kat! avrovs Te ynpoKkopuetcbar Kal Tov 
Gddwv TOAAOVS pETeYELY AUTOS WhErElas ex TOD 
éml mrelotov Ths évOev? EvvéBatve, THs Te oN 
Teias TA TPaypaTa él péya evTropias del TavTy 
ey oper. avra Bacthevs 66€ TOVTwY AUTOUS aTro- 
OTEPHTAS TYEOOY TL ATAVTWY,® aUTOIS TE Kal TOIS 
Gdrow avOpeTrows Kaka hveyxev. drvapévn yap 
abTav TeVvia TPOTOV, eita, Kal Sia TOV ahrwy 
EXwpel ols TL Kat TpOTEpoV op eheras peTnV. Kal 
hy tis THY EvutreTT@xKviay avtols évOévec Cyuiav és 
érn dvo Kal TpidxovtTa diapiOuoito, evpnoes TO 
péTPOY HVTEP AvTOUS ATroaTEpEtaOas EvvéTece. 
xe. Tods pev otpatevopévous ot Tws 6 TUpavVES 
6Se dueypjoato. amep b€ adT@ és éeurrdpous te 
Kat vavTas Kat Bavavoous Kat ayopaious avOpe- 
mous, 6s avuT@yv Te Kal és Tous GAAOUS ATravTas 
elpyacta,, dpdowy Epyouat. wopOuw ovo éxa- 
répwbev Bufavtiou éotov, atepos pev ép “EXXno- 
jTovTou audt Ynotov te xat “ABvodov, o bé by 
érepos éml Tov cTopatos Tov Ev£eivou Kadoupévov 
Tlovrov, ob 70 ‘Iepov dvopalerar. év pev odv TO 
‘EAAnoTovtou mopO ue Tedkoveloy prev év Snuool@ 
1 kal added by Reiske. 


9 


2 «is EvOey Alemannus: roils évOev. 
3 +. amdvrwy Reiske, 5) ardvrwy Alemannus: 8:4 wdyter. 
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rank he has held until such time as he mounts the 
topmost step and attains to the highest attainable 
point of this career. For those who have achieved 
this high rank a salary has been assigned from of 
old, so huge that each year they gather in more 
than one hundred centenaria of gold,’ and it has 
come about that not only they themselves are cared 
for in old age but that many others also share with 
them, as a general thing, the assistance derived from 
this source, and the affairs of the State have in this 
way advanced to a high point of prosperity. But 
this Emperor, by depriving them of practically all 
these revenues, has brought woes upon them and 
the rest of mankind. [or poverty laid hold upon 
them first and then passed on through the rest who 
previously had had some share of their benefit. 
And if anyone should calculate the loss which fell 
upon them from this source over a period of thirty- 
two years, he would arrive at the measure of the 
amount of which it was their misfortune to be 
deprived. 

xxv. Thus were the men in service mishandled by 
this tyrant. And I shall now proceed to tell of his 
treatment of merchants and sailors and craftsmen 
and traders in the market-place and, through these, 
of all the others. There are two straits on the two 
sides of Byzantium, the one at the Hellespont between 
Sestus and Abydus and the other at the mouth of 
the sea called Euxine, where is the place named 
Hieron.? Now on the Strait of the Hellespont there 
was no public Customs House at all, but a certain 

1 Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 

2 Cf. Chap. xv. 36. The modern quarantine station for 
ships coming from the Black Sea is near this point. 

291 
u 2 


P 72 


B 139 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


as NKorea Av, apyov Oé tes x Bactréws TTENNO- 
Hevos ey ‘ABvd@ Kabijaro, Ove pevveoLevos pev Hv 
vads Oma pépovea és Bufavtiov ov Bactréws 
Lol youn, Kal ny tis €« Bulavtiov avayorto ov 
Pe popevos Ypanpara TOV avipav Kab onueia ols 
érixerTa 7 TLun avTn (ov yap Oéuss Tuva éx 
Bulavriov avayer Gat ovuK Acherpevov | T pos ny 
avopav ob TH TOD parytat pov kahoupevou apxi' 

bmoupyovat) TpaTTouevos O€ TOUS TOV Totwy 
Ku pious TENS ® ovdevt aiabnow T apex owevon GX 
ao mEp TiVa puta Gov 0 tauTny dy THY apxny EXOV 
Tov &pyou TOUTOU Aau,Sdvery nEtov' oO pévToL emt 
moO woo Tov éTépou oTEhOUEVvos TOV joa Bov ael 
pos Bactréews KEK OLE LEVOS ny ° Kab Ovepeuven- 
pevos és 70 ax pies TAUTA Te, amep joe elpnrau, 
Kal HY TL ES TOUS SapBdpous KopiCoLro, ot Tapa 
TOV Bvgewvov idpuvras [ovrov, OvT Ep ov Oéuus ex 
‘Popaiov THS ys €> TOUS TONE MLOUS Kxopiver bat, 
ovdev HevToL éEnv TO avopl TOVTY T™ pos TOV THOE 
VAUTLANOMEVOV mpocierOan. é€ od 8& “Iove- 
Tivwavos THY RBactdelay trapéXaSe, TeXwveloy Te 
dn wootov KATETTITATO év Top up Exatépw Kat 
pio Bopopous apxovras vo € és del TéwTrov pia Po- 
OL [ev AVTOLS TaperyeTo THY Evycermevny, emrny- 
yerre O€ XNonuwatd of OTe Mreiota é1'OEvde 
am op epewy oupdpuet 1) Taog. of 66 ado ovdséV 
y) evvoLay Ol THY és avTov évdeixvucar é év omoudl 
EXOVTES dnakanravra, Tpos TOY TAEOYT@Y TA TOV 
Poptioy Tiunwara An ibowevor aTNNANAT COTO. 


1 obk apenuévoy ... apex Alemannus : mpos téy avipawy of 
TH TOU D uarylorpov ovk abemevav apxt KaAOUPEVOU. 


2 8: after réaos deleted by Maltretus, réos 8) Sykoutres. 
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magistrate commissioned by the Emperor was 
stationed at Abydus, watching to see whether any 
ship bearing arms went towards Byzantium without 
the Emperor’s permission, and also whether anyone 
was putting out from Byzantium without carrying a 
permit and seals from the men who have this func- 
tion (for it is illegal for anyone to put out from 
Byzantium without being released by the men who 
serve the office of the official known as the “ Magis- 
ter ’’), and collecting from the masters of the ships 
a toll which was felt by no one, but which was, as 
it were, a sort of payment claimed by the man who 
held this office as compensation for his labour. But 
the man dispatched to the other strait had always 
received his salary from the Emperor, and he 
watched with great care for the things I have men- 
tioned and, in addition, to see whether anything 
was being conveyed to the barbarians who are 
settled along the Euxine Sea, of a sort which it 
is not permitted to export from the land of the 
Romans to their enemies. This man, however, was 
not permitted to accept anything from those who 
sailed that way. But since the time when the 
Emperor Justinian took over the Empire, he has 
established a public Customs House on each strait, 
and sending out regularly two salaried officials, 
although he did provide the salary agreed upon, yet 
he directed them to use every means in their power 
to make a return to him from that source of as 
much money as possible. And they, being con- 
cerned only with demonstrating to him their loyalty 
towards him, finished by plundering from the shippers 
the entire value of their cargoes. 





3 Av Suidas: efy. 
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"Ey pev ody ropOu@ exatépy Ta Dra emotee: év 
dé Bulavri@ emrevoet TA0E. TOV Tid ot émreTy- 
Setwv T povaTnaaro, Lupov pev yevos, dvoua 8é 
"Addatov,! @ 7) em pyyeddev ex VNQOY TOV evtadda, 
kaTatpove Ov évnoty TLVAa Ob Topi Ser Oar, o 6é 
Troia amavTa Ta KaTaipovta és Tov BuSdy- 
Tlov ALpéva ovKEeTL evOévde Adhiet, AXA Tods 
VaUVKANPOUS 7) TOLS TiunMacLY eCnuLoU VNdoY TeV 
ohetépwy 1) avadopery és Te AtBunv cat ‘ITtadiav 
nvayKale. Kal avTa@yY ol wey OTE avTipopTivecbat 
ovte Garattoupyeiy ett HOEXOV, GAAA KavcavTes 
Ta, ohérepa Trola do wevol amnddoo ovTo. écots 
pévrou erdvayKes tv €K TAUTNS én THS epyacias 
TOV Biov Troteta at opro. 6? TpiTdactav Tos 
TOY éumopav THY pa Oa@aw KEK OMG HEVOL TO 
ovmrov edoprivovto, ToS TE éwm opots TrEPLELT TH KEL 
TaUTHY opiow aurots THY on piav Tpos TOY Ta 
goptia wvovpévor idoacbas. oUTw® TE ALMLOKTO- 
veio0at TaoN MLNYAVH TOUS ‘Popaious EvvéBauvev. 

"ANAA tadtTa pev THOoE Kara THY ToAtTELay 
épépero. a O€ Kal és Ta KEpUaTa Tots Bace- 
Aevou elpyactar ov por TapltTéoy olopat elvar. 
TOV yap apyupaporBav ™ poTepov déxa Kal Sva- 
Kogtous dBonrovs, ous porness Kadovow, vITrép 
EVOS TTPATHPOS Ypvaovd mpoter Das Tois €uuPanr- 
Nove el@OoTwr, avrot EMLTEXVO [EVOL Kepon 
oixeta oydonKeyTa Kal ExaTOov povous UTEP TOD 


1 *addatoy Dindorf: ddSedv. 2 6y Haury: ¢. 


1 The ddAXs was a coin valued at two denarit; under the 
earlier Emperors the word had been used to designate a money- 
bag (a meaning derived from doAXs, ‘* bellows "a leather 
bag), and then such a bag filled with pieces of two denarii each ; 
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Such were the measures he took at each of the 
two straits. And at Byzantium he hit upon the 
following plan. He gave a commission to one of his 
intimates, a Syrian by birth named Addaeus, in- 
structing him to secure for him some profit from the 
ships which put in at that port. And he from that 
time on would not allow any boat which put in to 
the harbour of Byzantium to depart from there 
unmolested, but he either penalized the ship-masters 
the value of their ships or else compelled them to 
put back to Libya and Italy. And some of them 
were unwilling either to take on a return cargo or 
to continue any longer in the maritime business, 
but were glad enough to get off by burning their 
own boats straightway. All those, however, who 
were obliged to make their living from just this 
occupation would first collect treble charges from 
the importing merchants and thereafter continue to 
take on cargoes; and as for the merchants, their 
way out of the difficulty was to make good their 
own loss at the expense of those who purchased the 
goods; and thus it came about that the Romans 
were being starved to death by every device. 

Such is the way things were going as regards the 
administration of affairs. But I think that I should 
not omit to mention also what was done by the 
imperial pair with reference to the small coinage. 
Tor while the money-changers formerly were accus- 
tomed to give to those who bargained with them 
in exchange for one gold stater two hundred and 
ten obols, which they call pholleis, these persons, 
contriving private gain for themselves, had it arranged 


these bags, when officially sealed and stamped, were current 
at a fixed value. See Pauly-Wissowa, Realencyclop. s.v. 
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gTaTH pos didocGar tovs dBorovs dretaEavTo.t 
TaUTy 2 66 YOpic LaTOS exdo Tou Ypvaov E8dounr ? 
dir eT € Lov poipay Oe T AVT OY av pot ay. 
"Emel d6€ of BactNels o0TOL TOY @VviwY TA 
TrELOTA ELS TA” KAXOVMEVA TEPLOTHOAYTES [OVO- 
TwALA, TOUS TL @VHTATOAaL BovrOMévoUs del Kal’ 
éxdoTny amen veryov, pova O€ avtois avéhatra 
TA THS ea Oijros edédelT TO ToHTnpLa, en Xa 
vovTar Kab apd avtois Tae. bwar La, Ta eK 
petakns év Byput@ pev Kal Tup@ oreo tals 
él Doevinns épyater Oa eK Taraov ewler. ob 
Te TOUTM@Y éuTOpoL Te Kal emionuloupyor Kat 
TexviTaL evraba TO avexadev wKouv,® évOévde 
Te €s yhv dmacay pépec Gar TO €UTOANMA TOdTO 
EuvéBacver. évrel O€ ‘Love riviavob Bacthevovtos 
ot én TAUTY TH epyacta éy te Bufartio kal 
TONES b Tats arras ovTes a&wrépav dérredi8ovro 
THY éoOfjra TAUTHY, GIT LD {LEVOL poetCov pev jj 
mpotepov ép Xpove TO TapovTe virép avr iis 
kaTaBarrec Gar TO Tiny Hlépoais, Treo oe 
pov Ta SexaTtevTijpia eivar év yn TH ‘Peopaton, 
Connor amactw 0 avToKpaTwp T APEX OMEVOS OTL 
én emt TOUT® ayavaxroin, vOpe aATacwW areltre 
Bn TAEOV 7} OKTO xpur av THS ToLauTyS eaOhros 
THY A’TpaY eivat. Kal ™ pooTlunpia EXELTO Tots 
TapaBnoopeévols TOV Vvo“ov THY vUTapyYovTwY 
orepeia Bau XPNMATOY, TadrTa Tols avO porous 
aunyavd te Kal aTopa édoKes TaYTaTACLW Elvat. 


: Sierdkavro Maltretus, Sietataro Suidas: diempdtayro. 
2 ratty Reiske: TAUT NY. 

8 ég8éunv Haury: &xrnv MSS and Suidas. 
4 Lacuna indicated by Reiske ; em) Cynuia? 
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that only one hundred and eighty obols should be 
given for the stater. In this way they cut off a 
seventh! part of the value of every gold coin... 
of all men. 

But when these sovereigns had brought most of 
the merchandise under the control of the monopolies, 
as they are called, and every single day were strang- 
ling those who wished to buy anything, and only 
the shops where clothing is sold were left untouched 
by them, they devised this scheme for that business 
also. Garments made of silk had been wont from 
ancient times to be produced in the cities of Beirut 
and Tyre in Phoenicia. And the merchants and 
craftsmen and artisans of these stuffs had lived 
there from ancient times, and this merchandise was 
carried thence to the whole world. And when, in 
the reign of Justinian, those engaged in this trade 
both in Byzantium and in the other cities were 
selling this fabric at an excessive price, excusing 
themselves with the statement that at the time in 
question they were paying the Persians a higher 
price than formerly, and that the customs-houses 
were now more numerous in the land of the Romans, 
the Emperor gave everyone the impression that he 
was vexed with this, and he made a general pro- 
vision by law that one pound of this stuff should not 
cost more than eight gold pieces. And the penalty 
appointed for those who should transgress this law 
was to be deprived of all the money they had. This 
seemed to the people altogether impossible and out 


i The stater, cut from 21 obols to 18, lost one-seventh of 
its original value. 


5 eis ra added by Alemannus. § gxovy PS, d«vour G. 
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ov yap olov TE HY TOUS éumopous perCovos Tits 
Ta optia tadta éwynuévous éAdacovos aura 
Tols EvpBdrdovoer amootdoc@at, 60 6 Tav- 
THY wey THY éumropiav epyokaRely ovKérs n&tovy, 
eTLKLOTOTEPOD dé poptiov TOV o pio arrone- 
NeLupevoy eT oLlovbvTO Kara Bpaxu Tas m pacers, 
Sndovort TOV Yreplwav TLaiD, olomep ® Ta 
TowadTa Karhomivery Ta, opérepa AUT@V TTpoie- 
pévoirs vy HOdOvR HY H TPOTH TH avayKaior 
éyiveto. a@v On  Bacirtts ériuiOupilovtTwy 
Tiv@v alicGowevn, KaiTED Ov Bacavicaca Ta, 
OpvrAXNovpEVA, fupmavra ev us Ta poptia Tous 
av@parrous adetheto, Kab Xpustoy avTous és 
KevTNVapLoVv emerTi eno awery oe apxet 3 dé TaUTNS 
év ye ‘Papaious THs épyacias o Trois Bacinrsxots 
épeaT as Inoavpots. Ilétpov ovv TOV Bapovpny 
emixhnotv éml TAUTNS KATAOT NO G[EvoU THS Toh 
oU TOAA® tatepov éreywpovy avTe mpdccerv 
dvoaia épya. Tovs pev yap* arXrovs amavtas 
Tov vopov és To axpiBes edixatov THpElY, TOUS 
dé Tov épyou TovTOV TeEXViTAaS aUT@ povm dva- 

Bo > 4 > / 5 3 / > / 
yKaSov epyaber Oar dredidoTo,° OUKETL EMLKPUTTO- 
HEVvOS, GX év TO Snpocig THS ayopas Badijs 
pev THS TpooTUXovans THY ovykiay © ovUX Haooov 
) Kata && ypucay, Bdupatos 5é€ Tod BaciAcxod, 
6mep Karelv odhOBnpov VEvouiKaal, TEV i) Teo- 
cdpwv Kal elxoce Xpuo av. Kab Baorrei peev 
ee peyarna Ypnuata epepev, autos dé Trept- 


alta PS, tiuys G. 2 olorep Alemannus : efrep. 

. s Behave koxer Haury indicates a lacuna; a transition has 
been lost, ¢g. ‘‘ But later these sovereigns did not decline 
to manage the trace in silken garments even in Byzantium.” 

4 dp added by Haury, 8 aredldoro Reiske: éemedl50r0. 
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of the question. For it was not possible for the 
importing merchants, having bought these cargoes 
at a higher price, to sell them to the dealers for less. 
Therefore they no longer cared to engage in the 
importation of this stuff, and they gradually disposed 
of the remainder of their cargoes by rather furtive 
methods, selling no doubt to certain of the notables 
who found a satisfaction in making a shew of such 
finery through the lavish expenditure of their 
money—or, in a certain sense, they were obliged to 
do so. And when the Empress became aware of 
these transactions through the whisperings of cer- 
tain persons, though she did not investigate the 
gossip that was going round, she immediately took 
the entire cargoes away from the men and, in addi- 
tion, imposed upon them a fine of a centenarium of 
gold.t. . . But this particular business is under the 
control, among the Romans at least, of the official 
in charge of the imperial treasures. Consequently, 
having appointed Peter surnamed Barsymes to this 
position not long afterwards, they indulged him in 
doing execrable things. For while he required all 
other men strictly to observe the law, the craftsmen 
of this trade he required to work for himself alone, 
and he would sell dyes, no longer furtively but in 
the public square of the market-place, at the rate of 
no less than six gold pieces the ounce for the ordinary 
quality, but more than twenty-four gold pieces for 
the imperial dye which they are wont to call holo- 
verum.2. And while he produced large sums from 
that source for the Emperor, he himself gained still 


1 Of. Chap. i. 33, note. 
2 ** All genuine’; a hybrid word. 


S vbyniay Alemannus: olkiav. 
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Bardopevos mreiw édXavOavev, Step am avtod 
dpEduevov és del Euerve. povos yap és Tdde 
TOU Xpovov Europes TE aTrapaKkadUTTwWS Kal 
KAT NOS Tod EMTONNMATOS TODOE Kabiorarar, 
épumropot pep ouv boot WTpoTepov THY epyaciay 
TAUTHY peTnecay & Te Bulartig Kal oXeL 
éxdory Gararroupryol Te Kal eyyetou ep épovto 
@s TO elKos Ta Ex Tis épyacias Kak, év dé 
TONETLY O Ofipos oxedov Tt bhos Tats elpnpevaus 
T POT ALTNTNS * eEarrivatas éyéveto. PBavavoat yap 
avo pom. Kas KELPOVAKTES ALL@ Tahatery, @S 
TO elKos, nvayxalovto, TONAOL TE aT” autod 
THY TONMTELAY peTaBanrropevor pevryor tes WYOVTO 


P 74 26 és Ta Llepoav 70. povos 6€ del 0 TOV  Oncavpov 


B 143 


dpxeov evepryoaBav TO eprom joa TodTo polpay 
pev Pacrnrel, OoTEp elpnTat, TOPOV TaV évOévde 
am opépety nElov, adtos Sé€ Ta TrElLw Pepopevos 
Snpooiass guuopais émAovTEL. TAavTA Mev ODD 
THOE KEYOPNKED. 

KS . “Ovtiva dé TpoTOV THY TOEWY TOUS 
KOo LOUS Kab Ta eyeadhomiopara mavra éy TE 


Bulavrip Kat WwONEL éxdorn Kadenety loxvoev 


2 avriKa, epobpen. Tpara pev KaTahvew TO TOV 


pyntopwv akiwua éyva. ta Te yap érabdra 
avrous aethero evdus® ATAVTA, olaTrep Tpupay 
TE Tat T poTepa KQL- eycardrori ver Bat THS ouvy- 
yoplas adetpévor ciwOact, Kal diwpotous cuVic- 


1 rpocaryntys Alemannus: mpoocarety thy GP, mpoca- 
reiy 8. 


2 abrovs dpefreto evObs P, adeirero airovs G. 
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more without being observed, and this practice, 
which began with him, has always continued. For 
he alone, up to the present time, is established, 
with no attempt at concealment, as both importer 
and retailer of this merchandise. Consequently 
the importers who in former times had engaged in 
this trade both at Byzantium and in the other 
cities, on sea and on land, now had to endure, as 
was to be expected, the hardships arising from this 
procedure. And in the other cities practically the 
whole population found itself suddenly reduced to 
beggary. For the mechanics and the hand-workers 
were naturally compelled to struggle with hunger, 
and many in consequence changed their citizenship 
and went off as fugitives to the land of Persia. But 
always the Master of the Treasures + stood alone as 
sole manager of this business, and while he did 
consent to deliver to the Emperor a portion of its 
profits, as has been said, he carried off the greater 
portion for himself and was enriching himself through 
public calamities. So much then for this. 

xxvi. We shall now tell how he succeeded in destroy- 
ing the marks of distinction and all the things which 
confer honour and beauty both in Byzantium and in 
every other city. First he decided to abolish the 
rank of rhetor;* for he straightway deprived the 
rhetors of all their competitive prizes in which they 
had formerly been wont to revel and take great 
pride when they had discharged their function as 
advocates, and he ordered those at variance with one 


1 Praefectus Aerarii. 
2 The Rhetors were professional pleaders, or attorneys-at- 
law ; cf. Chap. xx. 17. 
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tacFa TOUS Sradpepopevous éxéXevae, kat at’ 
avTouU mepruB pio wevor ép TOM a upig” eyé- 
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61) ovTos adeiheTO Tacas. Kai pny Kal baous 
OL Tas TOAELS OLKOUYTES am ao as TOMTLKOY 
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67 LOTLOLs eTOABNCE, Kal oUvTE tar pap TLS 7) 
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1 For rots... ékeérevoe Suidas has rots diadpepouévors 


éxéAeve TOUS PTTopas. 
2 20vula Alemannus: doyle. 
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another to litigate directly under oath; and being 
thus scorned, the rhetors fell into great despondency. 
And after, as has been said, he had taken away all 
the properties of the Senators and of the others 
who were considered prosperous, both in Byzantium 
and throughout the whole Roman Empire, there was 
nothing left for this profession thereafter other than 
to remain idle. For men possessed nothing of any 
value whatsoever, concerning which they might 
dispute with one another. Immediately, therefore, 
having become few in number instead of many and 
being everywhere held in no esteem at all though 
they had formerly been most highly esteemed, they 
were oppressed by extreme poverty, as was to be 
expected, and in the end gained nothing from their 
profession except insults alone. 

Nay more, he also caused physicians and teachers 
of free-born children to be in want of the necessities 
of life. Vor the allowances of free maintenance 
which former Emperors had decreed should be given 
to men of these professions from the public funds 
he cancelled entirely. Furthermore, all the revenues 
which the inhabitants of all the cities had been 
raising locally for their own civic needs and for their 
public spectacles he transferred and dared to mingle 
them with the national income. And thereafter 
neither physicians nor teachers were held in any 
esteem, nor was anyone able any longer to make 
provision for public buildings, nor were the public 
lamps kept burning in the cities, nor was there 
any other consolation for their inhabitants. For 
the theatres and hippodromes and circuses were 


3 dmropetcbat P, orepetcOa G. 


4 éxdero KraSeninnikov, éxdorn Alemannus: éxdory. 
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1 reOpdpba: Haury: rerpapea. 
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all closed for the most part—the places in which, 
as it happened, his wife had been born and reared 
and educated. And later he ordered these spectacles 
to close down altogether, even in Byzantium, so 
that the Treasury might not have to supply the 
usual sums to the numerous and almost countless 
persons who derived their living from them. And 
there was both in private and in public sorrow and 
dejection, as though still another affliction from 
Heaven had smitten them, and there was no laughter 
in life for anyone. And no other topic whatever 
arose in the conversation of the people, whether 
they were at home or in the market-place or were 
tarrying in the sacred places, than disasters and 
calamities and misfortunes of novel kind in surpassing 
degree. 

Such was the situation in the cities. And that 
which remains to be told is worth recounting. Two 
Consuls of the Romans were chosen each year, the 
one in Rome and the other in Byzantium. And 
whoever was called to this honour was sure to be 
required to spend more than twenty centenaria 
of gold? on the State, a small portion of this being 
his own money but the most of it supplied by the 
Emperor. This money was distributed to those 
whom I have mentioned and to those, as a general 
thing, who were altogether destitute of means of 
subsistence, and particularly to performers on the 
stage, and thus provided constant support for all 
civic undertakings. But since the time when Jus- 
tinian took over the Empire, these things were no 


1 Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 


2 «al added by de Stefani. 
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1 For a@Aaa 7& most editors have read &Adgore with 
Alemannus, 

2 apara added by Haury, . . . mp&ra udvos tis by KraSe- 
ninnikov. 

3 rod Baoikéws added by Haury. 

4 xa) Reiske, od Haury: éy. 

5 srpariéras Reiske: orpari@rass, 
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longer done at the appropriate seasons; but although 
at first a Consul was appointed for the Romans after 
a long interval, yet finally the people never saw 
that official even in a dream,! and consequently man- 
kind was being most cruelly pinched by a kind of 
poverty, since the Emperor no longer provided his 
subjects with what they had been wont to receive, 
but kept on depriving them in every way and every- 
where of what they still possessed. 

Now how this despoiler has been swallowing up 
all the public monies and how he has been fleecing 
the members of the Senate of their property, both 
individually and all of them in common, has, I think, 
been sufficiently described. And how he has cir- 
cumvented by blackmailing methods the others like- 
wise who are reputed to be prosperous, and has 
succeeded in robbing them of their money, this I 
consider to have been told by me quite adequately ; 
aye, and the soldiers and those who serve all the 
magistrates and those who serve in the Palace as 
guards, and the farmers and the owners and masters 
of lands, and those whose profession is oratory,— 
nay more, the shipping-merchants and the owners 
of ships and the sailors, and the mechanics and day- 
labourers and the tradesmen of the market-place and 
those who derive their living from performances on 
the stage, and, furthermore, all the other classes, I 
may say, which are reached by the damage which 
issues from this man. 

And we shall proceed forthwith to tell how he 
treated the beggars and the common folk and the 


1 The consulship was abolished in a.p. 541. 


8 é« rovde Haury: és tovcde. 
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TT AVTO peyay, Aewov O€ ‘Tots mroxols wELpo- 
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AW aTact. TovTOUs 87 wvoupévous aptous é€abiav. 
Tov 6& THs modews dyeTov SiueppwyoTa Te 

1 ove év added by Capps. 
2 &s added by Capps. 

cal (or dore) Capps; atidrepo: added by Haury, ¢f. 


par. 1 BS pxpdrepot by Comparetti. 
ye. Dindorf: efn. 





1 Cf. Chap. i. 14. 
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poor and those afflicted with every form of physical 
handicap; for his treatment of the priests will be 
described in my subsequent books. First of all, 
having taken control, as has been said, of all the 
shops and having established what are called the 
monopolies of all the most indispensable goods, he 
proceeded to exact from the whole population more 
than threefold the usual prices. Now as to his 
other doings, inasmuch as they have seemed to me 
past counting, I, for my part, could not aspire to 
catalogue them even in an endless narrative; but 
I will say that from the purchasers of bread he stole 
most cruelly at all times, men who, being manual 
labourers and impoverished and afflicted with every 
physical handicap, could not possibly avoid buying 
bread. For in order to realize from this source as 
much as three centenaria? each year, he required 
that the loaves should be both more expensive 
and full of ash;% for this Emperor did not hesitate 
to resort to even so impious an act of shame- 
ful covetousness as this. And those who were 
charged with this office, using this pretext as an 
excuse for contriving some private gains, did indeed 
find it easy to attain great wealth of a sort, but in 
so doing they were constantly, strange as it seemed, 
creating for the poor a man-made famine in times of 
abundance; for it was absolutely forbidden that any 
man should import even corn from elsewhere, but it 
was required of all that they should buy and eat 
these loaves. 

And though they saw that the city’s aqueduct had 


2 Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 
$ That is, he forced the bakers not only to adulterate their 
loaves but also to charge more for them. 
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opa@vres Kat poipay bdaros oheyny TLVa és THY 
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1 és det HOeAov G, Exxor P. 
* abrod Reiske: atbrods 
pikpay Haury : play. 
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been broken and was delivering only a small fraction 
of the water into the city, they took no notice of 
the matter and would not consent to spend any 
money on it whatever, in spite of the fact that a 
great throng of the people, bursting with indigna- 
tion, was always gathered at the fountains, and that 
all the baths had been closed. And yet he squan- 
dered a great mass of money for no good reason on 
buildings over the sea? and other senseless structures, 
building new ones in all parts of the suburbs, as if 
the palaces in which all the earlier Emperors had 
been content to live throughout their lives could not 
contain his household. Thus it was not from motives 
of economy, but in order to effect the destruction of 
human beings, that they saw fit to neglect the 
building of the aqueduct, for no man in the whole 
world since the beginning of time has been more 
ready than this Justinian both to acquire money 
basely and then immediately more foolishly to 
squander it. Of the two resources, then, namely 
food and drink, which had been left to those in 
extreme destitution, both were used by this Emperor 
to their injury, as I have stated, since he made the 
one, namely water, impossible to get, and the other, 
bread, far more expensive to buy. 

And he treated thus not only the beggar class of 
Byzantium, but also, in some instances, those who 
lived elsewhere, as will immediately be told by me. 
For when Theoderic captured Italy, he left where 
they were those who were serving as soldiers in the 
Palace at Rome, in order that at least a trace of the 
ancient polity might be preserved there, leaving 
each man a small daily wage; and these soldiers 


1 A charge urged repeatedly by Procopius, e.g. Chap. viii. 7. 
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amreA Aero corrector of G, dreAdAerrro GP. 
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2 rod... pudaktnptov Alemannus: robs .. . puvdAakrnplous. 





1 Cf. Book IT. xxi. 2. 2 Cf. Book IIT. iv. 
3 Cf. Chap. xxiv. 15, note. 
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were very numerous. For the Silentiarii,! as they are 
called, and the Domestici 2 and the Scholarii? were 
among them, though in their case nothing military 
remained except the name of the army, and this 
pay which barely sufficed to maintain them; and 
Theoderic commanded that this custom be trans- 
mitted to their offspring and descendants. And to 
the beggars who had their station beside the Church 
of Peter * the Apostle, he ordered that the Treasury 
should for ever supply each year three thousand 
measures of corn. These pensions all these beggars 
continued to receive until Alexander, called “ Snips,”’ 
arrived in Italy. Yor this man decided immediately, 
without any hesitation, to abolish them all. Upon 
learning this, Justinian, Emperor of the Romans, put 
the stamp of his approval upon this course of action 
and held Alexander in still higher honour than 
formerly. During this journey Alexander did the 
following disservice to the Greeks also. 

The outpost at Thermopylae had from early times 
been under the care of the farmers of that region, 
and they used to take turns in guarding the wall 
there, whenever it was expected that some bar- 
barians or other would make a descent upon the 
Peloponnesus. But when Alexander visited the 
place on the occasion in question, he, pretending 
that he was acting in the interests of the Pelopon- 
nesians, refused to entrust the outpost there to the 


4 The church built by Constantine the Great on the site of 
the present St. Peter’s. 

5 As Logothete, he oppressed the soldiers cruelly, being 
reputed to be able to pare gold coins without changing their 
shape. Cf. Book VII. i. 28-30. The yYadridiov, diminutive of 
padts, was a clipping instrument; the term survives in 
Modern Greek. 
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od pevos oun éx TOU Snptoc tov Xopnyeta Oat ohict 
TAS cuvragers Or@peoen, arra Tov ev TH “EXXAdEs 
TAT OV T ONEOY Ta Té TONTLKG Kab Gewpntixa 
Evpravra Xpnwara és To Onmoolov él TO ™po~ 


24? ® 
oXN LATE TOUT® [LETHVEY KEY, ep @ évbevse OL 


OTPATIATAL ovToL atigowTto, Kab an avrod év 
Te TH GNAn waon “EAAdS cal ovN Hesota év 
"AOnvats adtais ovte Tis év Snuoctw oixobdopia 
avevewOn ovte d\XO ayador olov Te Hv yiverOa.) 
‘lovativiavos pévToL Ta Th0E SiwKnuéva TO 
WVarsdi@ ovdemed ENACT EL eTreppwoe. 

Taira per ovy THOE KEXWPNKED. iréov 6é Kal 
ELS TOUS év ’AreEavSpeia TTOXOVS. "H¢atords 
TIS €v TOL evrada piropow erveryovet, bomep 
Taparasev THV AnreEavd péwv apynv Tov pev 
SHwov TOU aTacuagey KATETAVTE poBepos Tots 
TTATLOTALS pavels, éoxara 6é eaX aT wy Kaka 
Tous THOE @KNLEVOLS EVOEOELKTAL TAC. mayTa 
yap ebOds TH THS TONEWS 2 TOIT Plat és TO 
ka. ovmevov [LovoTr@ALOV KATATTNG ALEVOS addov * 
ev eUTO pov ovdéva TAUT NY 67 TD épyaciav 
epyages Pat ela, LOvos be am avT ov AUTOS Yyeyovas 
KAT]OS TapecidoTo Ta wvia Tavta, dnroveTt 
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1 éy dSnuocly ... ylverdac Haury: év Syurola (Snuocin 
corrector) olkodopia * obte BAAO Gyabby * * * yiverda G, 
olxodoula év Snudaiw ofte * * ote GAAO ayabby yiverba P, 


dvevedOn and oldy re Fv added by Haury, fuvéBy (after yivec- 
6a) by Maltretus. 
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farmers. So he stationed troops there to the number 
of two thousand and ordained that their pay should 
not be provided from the imperial Treasury, but 
instead he transferred to the Treasury the entire 
civic funds and the funds for the spectacles? of all 
the cities of Greece, on the pretext that these 
soldiers were to be maintained therefrom, and con- 
sequently in all Greece, and not least in Athens 
itself, no public building was restored nor could any 
other needful thing be done. Justinian, however, 
without any hesitation confirmed these measures of 
‘ Snips.” 

So then these matters were moving on in the manner 
described. But we must now proceed to the subject 
of the poor in Alexandria. There had been a certain 
Hephaestus among the rhetors there, who took over 
the government of Alexandria, and while he did put 
an end to the factional strife of the populace, shew- 
ing himself an object of terror to the factious, he had 
brought upon all the inhabitants of the city the utter 
extreme of extreme misfortune. [Tor straightway 
bringing all the shops of the city into what is called the 
monopoly, he would permit none of the merchants 
to engage in this business, but having, alone of 
them all, become himself a retailer, he would sell 
every kind of merchandise, obviously gauging their 
price by the arbitrary power of his office, and the 
city of Alexandria was like to burst with anger 
because of the scarcity of the necessities of life—a 
city where, in former times, all things had been 
exceedingly cheap even for those in extreme poverty ; 


1 Cf. xxvi. 6. 
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and he pinched them particularly in the matter of 
the bread. For he did all the buying of grain from 
the Egyptians himself, permitting no one else to 
purchase as much as a single peck, and thus he 
determined the size of the loaves and the price of 
bread just as he wished. Thus in a short time he 
acquired for himself fabulous wealth and fulfilled 
the Emperor's desire in this matter. And while the 
populace of Alexandria, through fear of Hephaestus, 
endured their plight in silence, the Emperor, out of 
respect for the money that kept coming in to him 
constantly, loved the man exceedingly. 

And this Hephaestus, in order that he might be 
able still more to captivate the Emperor’s mind, 
contrived this further scheme. Diocletian, a former 
Emperor of the Romans, had decreed that a huge 
amount of grain be given by the Treasury every 
year to the needy among the Alexandrians. And 
the populace, having distributed this grain among 
themselves in the first instance, have transmitted 
this custom to their descendants even down to the 
present day. But Hephaestus, from the time in 
question, wrested from those destitute of the neces- 
sities of life as much as two million measures annually 
and placed it in the warehouses of the State, writing 
to the Emperor that these people had until now 
been receiving the grain wrongfully, and not to the 
advantage of the public interest. And consequently 
the Emperor confirmed the action and held him in 
still greater favour, and those of the Alexandrians 


4 Siadacduevo: Petavius ad Synesium, p. 538: diaducaca- 
pevot. 
, 
> maperenbav Alemannus : Tapame uwpar. 
6 ¥ Reiske: e. 


317 


2 


5 


6 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


Biou éXriba, TAUTNS 67 év Tols avayKaloTarots 
THS amavpotias AT WVAVTO. 

KO, Ta pév  ovp ‘Tova teva elpyac pera 
tocaiTd cor, OTe poe TOV TaVTa aiava To} 
Tepl avroy Loy érapKely dvvacbat. Oriya RY. 
por atta éx« TwdavTwy amorcEapévw eitrely arro- 
Xx PNoEL bv @V avToU évondov Kab Tots omrerey 
ryevne opevors TO 700s am ay Cragavas ¢ eo a, as? 
elp@v Té Hy Kat ovTe Oeod ovTe (epéwy ove vopeov 
avT@ EMENED, OUTE Srjpuov Kater Tou0ad wevou avrg 
doxodvros ElvVaL, OV [NY OVTE TLYOS TO TapaTay 
aidods q TOU THS ToONTElas Euppdopov  OToU TL 
™ poupyyou és auTny yévouTo, 7) OTWS oKIrews ° 
TLVOS TA Tpaccoueva TUXEl Suvatto, ovUTe ddXXO 
TL avTov éonet ore pen povn adaipecss TOY ép 
Taon yn Keiwéevayv ypnuatwv. adpEouar 6é 
évOévec. 

‘Apxvepéa KATETTHTATO ‘AheEavdpedory autos 
Tlabnov ovoma. eTUyXave dé “Poday tus, Doiné 
1€V08, EXOV THVLK AOE THY ‘AdeEavdpetas apxyy. 

O 67 ém eo TehAEV és atavra Wlatiw trnperteiv 
pobuple Th waon, Oras 67 drehedrnTov pévor* 
TaY ™ pos QAUTOU Em aryryeARopeveay under. TAUTN 
yap Tay “ArefavOpecv TOUS ALPETLKOUS > érai pit 
exOat avtov és tHv év Karyndove cuvodoy wEeTo 
Suvarov eveo Bau. Hy € Ts “Apa évtos, Tadac- 
TivOS yevos, OoTEp Ocodapa Th Bacirtd. év Tots 
pdduota avaykaloTarous érutnderos yeyovas Kal 


1 Te Reiske: ra. 
* xat before as deleted by Dindorf. 
8 | vichbees GP, é« onhyews Ss. 

4 uévor Dindorf : peivot. 


ANECDOTA xxvi. 44—xxvii. 6 


who had this one hope of a livelihood suffered most 
cruelly as a result of this inhumanity. 

xxvii. Now the deeds done by Justinian were so 
many in number that all eternity would not be 
able to suffice for the account of them. But it will 
suffice for me to collect and mention some few 
examples from the whole number by which his whole 
character will be clearly revealed to men of future 
generations also: that he was a dissembler and 
cared not either for God or for priests or for laws, 
nor for the populace, though in seeming it was 
favoured by him, nor, further, for any decency what- 
soever nor for the advantage of the State or for 
any benefit that might accrue to it, or that his 
actions might be able to find some excuse, nor did 
any consideration weigh with him other than simply 
and solely the snatching of all the money there was 
in the world. And I shall begin with this last. 

The Emperor designated a chief priest over the 
Alexandrians, Paulus by name. And it chanced 
that a certain Rhodon, a Phoenician by birth, at 
that time held sway in Alexandria. This man he 
instructed to support Paulus with all zeal in every- 
thing, so that not one of his orders might remain 
unfulfilled. For in this way he thought he should 
be able to win the adherence of the heretics among 
the Alexandrians to the Council of Chalcedon.} 
There was a certain Arsenius, a native of Palestine, 
who had been serviceable to the Empress Theodora in 
a very important matter, and from this circumstance 


1 The second Council of Chalcedon, a.p. 451, defined the 
nature of Christ’s divinity. 
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he had acquired great power and a vast amount of 
money and had achieved the dignity of the Senate, 
although he was an utter scoundrel. This man was, 
in fact, a Samaritan, but in order not to lose the 
power he held, he had seen fit to adopt the name of 
Christian.t His father and brother, however, rely- 
ing upon this man’s power, had continued on in 
Scythopolis,? preserving their ancestral faith, and, 
under instructions from him, they were working 
outrageous wrongs upon all the Christians. Conse- 
quently the citizens rose against them and killed 
them both with a most cruel death, and many evils 
came to pass for the people of Palestine from that 
cause. And at that time neither Justinian nor the 
Empress did Arsenius any harm, though he had been 
the chief cause of all the difficulties, but they did 
forbid him to come to the Palace any longer; for 
they were being harassed most persistently by the 
Christians on account of this matter. This Arsenius, 
thinking to gratify the Emperor, not long afterwards 
set out in company with Paulus for Alexandria, in 
order to assist him in other matters and in particular 
to help him with all his might to bring about obedi- 
ence on the part of the Alexandrians.? For he 
declared that at the time when he had the ill- 
fortune to be excluded from the Palace, he had not 
neglected the study of all the doctrines of the 
Christians. But this annoyed Theodora; for she 
pretended to go against the Emperor in this, as I 
have stated previously.4 So when Paulus and 


1 ¢.e. he called himself a Christian as a matter of policy. 

2 Modern Bethsean. 

3 4.e, adherence to the decisions of the Council of Chalcedon. 
4 Chap. x. 15. 
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Arsenius had arrived at Alexandria, Paulus delivered 
to Rhodon a certain deacon named Psoes to be put 
to death, claiming that he alone was the obstacle 
which prevented him from executing the Emperor's 
decisions. And Rhodon, acting under the guidance 
of the Emperor’s messages, which were both frequent 
and exceedingly urgent, decided to torture the man. 
And he died at once when racked by the torture. 
Now when word of this came to the Emperor, he 
immediately, at the very vehement insistence of the 
Empress, set everything in motion against Paulus 
and Rhodon and Arsenius, as if he had forgotten 
utterly the instructions which he had given to these 
very men. So he appointed Liberius,t one of the 
Patricians of Rome, as Governor of Alexandria and 
he sent some of the notable priests to that city to 
make a review of the situation, among them being 
the Archdeacon of Rome, Pelagius, assuming the 
role of the Chief Priest Vigilius, as he had been 
ordered to do by Vigilius. And when the murder 
had been proved, they immediately removed Paulus 
from his priesthood; and when Rhodon fled to 
Byzantium, the Emperor cut off his head and con- 
fiscated all his property to the Treasury, although 
the man displayed thirteen letters which the Emperor 
had written to him urging and earnestly insisting 
and commanding that he support Paulus in all things 
and not oppose him in anything whatsoever, to the 
end that he might be able to execute the Emperor's 


1 Of. Book VII. xxxvi. 6. 


"Adrekdvdperay Reiske: "AAetavdpéwy. 

roincouevous P, moinoanévous GS. 

BerytAlov Dindorf: rod Biy:Alov GP, omitted by 8. 
omws Alemannus: dus. 


ora a 


323 
v2 


19 


20 


21 


22 


P 80 23 


24 


B 153 


PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


dofavra Suvatos etn. ‘Apoéviov Te AtBépios 
youn @codwpas dverKohorrice, Kat aurod Ta 
Xprpara, SnuooLoby Bactheds @ éyva, Kabrep ovdev 


x 


avT@ émeyKanely Eyov 7 OTe Ew re LatrAw 
Slaurav exe. 

Tatra pev ov cite opO ds elite ary TH avT@ 
elpyaorau, OUK eX ecmrety, OTOV 6 6) &vera Tadra 
pou ei pra aurica onacw. 0 Tladros x pore 
Tut Uorepov és Butavtuov j hewv entra te} xpucod 
KevTnvapa tT Baciret TOUT@ T Poe |LevOs n&tov 
TY lepwovvny aTrohaBety ate aur Hy ovdevt vO jue : 

abn pnuévos. ‘Tova teviavos 6é Ta Te Xpywara 

ééEaTo TPEws Kab TOY avOpwmov € éy Tin Eo XE, 
apxvepea, TE @pwohoynoev ‘AdeEavopedorv avTov 
KaTagThoEd Bat avTiKa 57 pana, KaiTrep érépou 
THY Tym EyovTos, WOTEP ovK eLoms OTL 6 TOUS 
avr Evvotxnoavtds TE Kal vToupyely TeTOA WN 
KOTAS exTelve Te avTos 3 Kal Tas ovaias adethero. 
) pev oby LeBaoros és dyav OLatetvopevos TO 
T parma év amovoy € érrotetto, LLadXos dé Ora ppndny 
éri8ofos 7) my Ty lepwovyny atrohayrer Oat pnxavh 
wdon. GAA Buyidvos THVLKaOE TApOVv elkety 
Bactret ToLovTOY em LTaTTOVTL ovdamh eyo. 
épacKke yap ovy olos Te éivat epee THY olKELaV 
autos avadtKov depydcacbat,” THY TeXaryiov 
Tapaonrav yoo. ovUTws aAAOU oOvdEVOS T@ 
Bacvdet TOUT ® OTL My Xpnearov aparpérews cet 
Eee. elpnceTat 66 Kal GrAXO TOLOVOE, 

Pavotivos Hv tis, Waraorivos yévos, Sapa- 

1 re Maltretus: ri. 


2 pithy... vium GP, odderl abrhy rpdr@ 8. 
3 abros Maltretus: avrovs. 


324 


ANECDOTA xxvii. 19-26 


decisions touching the faith. And Liberius, by the 
will of Theodora, impaled Arsenius, and the Emperor 
saw fit to confiscate his property, although he had 
no charge to bring against him other than that he 
consorted with Paulus. 

Now as to whether these things were rightly done 
by him or otherwise I cannot say, but the reason 
why I have recounted these things I shall declare 
immediately. Paulus some time later came to 
Byzantium and offered the Emperor seven centenaria 
of gold, demanding that he receive back the priest- 
hood, on the ground that it had been illegally 
wrested from him. And Justinian accepted the 
money courteously and kept the man in honour, and 
he agreed to make him Chief Priest of Alexandria 
immediately, though another held that honour, just 
as if he did not know that he himself had both slain 
and robbed of their property men who had lived with 
him and had dared to serve him. So the Augustus? 
was taking up the matter with great vehemence 
and enthusiasm, and Paulus was definitely expected 
to resume the priesthood in any case. But Vigilius, 
who was now present, absolutely refused to yield to 
the Emperor if he should issue such a command. 
For he said that he could not possibly cancel his own 
vote—meaning the opinion rendered by Pelagius. 
Thus this Emperor had no concern for anything 
except to be for ever depriving others of money. 
And another incident shall be told, as follows. 

There was a certain Faustinus, born in Palestine, 


1 Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 2 ¢.e, ‘the Emperor.” 
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a Samaritan by descent, but under the constraint of 
the law he had espoused the name of Christian. 
This Faustinus had risen to the senatorial rank and 
was ruler of the land; but a little later he was 
removed from this office and came to Byzantium, 
where some of the priests began to slander him, 
alleging that he was observing the rites of the 
Samaritans and basely mistreating the Christians 
living in Palestine. And Justinian appeared to be 
furious and deeply resentful on this account, that 
while he was ruling over the Romans the name of 
Christ should be insulted by anyone. So when the 
Senate made an investigation of the matter, they 
penalized Faustinus with banishment because of the 
Emperor’s importunity. But the Emperor received 
from him all the money he wanted and immediately 
recalled the decision which had been made. So 
Faustinus, once more in possession of his former 
dignity, consorted with the Emperor, and when he 
was appointed Overseer of the Imperial Domains in 
Palestine and Phoenicia, he felt more free to put 
through all the measures that were in accord with 
his own wishes. As to the methods, then, by which 
Justinian saw fit to defend the claims of the Christians, 
although it is not much that we have related, yet it 
is possible to form a conclusion from it, brief though 
it be. And how without any hesitation he shattered 
the laws when money was in sight shall be disclosed 
very briefly. 

xxviii. There was a certain Priscus in the city of 
Emesa who had a great natural ability in imitating 
the handwriting of others, and he was a very clever 


2 ypdupara G, moayuara P. 
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KevTnvapea. Kal avd pos dé Tivos GaTrEp emt TAS 
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ANECDOTA xxviii. 2-6 


artist at this evil business. Now it happened that 
the Church of Emesa had a good many years before 
become the heir of one of the notables. The man 
in question was of patrician rank, one Mammianus 
by name, a man of distinguished family and great 
wealth, and during the reign of Justinian Priscus in- 
vestigated all the families of the above-named city, 
and if he found any persons who both abounded in 
wealth and were capable of sustaining great losses 
of money, he would carefully trace out their ancestors, 
and when he chanced upon old letters of theirs, he 
made many documents purporting to have been 
written by them, in which they promised to pay to 
Mammianus large sums of money on the ground that 
they had received this as a deposit from him. And 
the total amount acknowledged in these forged 
documents amounted to no less than a hundred 
centenaria.2. And selecting the writing of a certain 
man who had been wont to have a seat in the 
market-place at the period when Mammianus was 
alive, a man who had a great reputation for truth 
and for virtue in general, and who used to execute 
all the documents of the citizens, sealing each per- 
sonally with his own writing (such a person the 


1 Priscus proposed to enrich the Church by enlarging an 
inheritance to which it had fallen heir, and actually (if Pro- 
copius may be trusted) got a formal decision from the 
Emperor (see Note on par. 10, below) which granted the 
Church not forty years, as formerly, but one hundred years 
for the prosecution of claims. In the meantime he set about 
fabricating claims in favour of the estate, forged by his own 
skilful hand, thus increasing the amount expected by the 
Church and securing for himself a percentage. His exposure 
prevented the consummation of the plan. 

* Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 
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@uoroynKoot! potpay avTo Tuva KetoOau TOV 
ev évbe Tropic Ona omeveoy Xpnwar ov. érrel d€ 0 
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1 dporoynkdct Suidas: duodkoynkdrar. 
. mapaypapny Suidas : jmaparypapor. 
3 rds Haury: «al rds. 
4 HSprannéroy Haury: ddednndtwv Herwerden : wpeankdrar. 
5 For éxxanoias Suidas has éxxAfrovs. 
§ Sindy Suidas: doxay. 





1 This was enacted by Justinian in A.D. 535 in Novella 9: 

‘cum enim antiqua iura triginta annorum metis temporales 
eecediionss circumcludebant et, si hypotheca fuerat, paulo 
longiora eis spatia condonabant, nos... centum tantum- 
modo annorum lapsu temporalem exceptionem eis opponi 
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ANECDOTA xxviii. 6-10 


Romans call tabellio), Priscus, after making a mar- 
vellous imitation of this man’s writing, delivered the 
documents to those who administered the affairs of 
the Church of Emesa, they having promised that a 
share of the money to be derived from that source 
should fall to him. But since the law stood in the 
way, which provided that all ordinary cases should 
be subject to a thirty-year limitation, yet some few 
cases, including cases involving mortgages, should 
be extended to include a period of forty years, they 
hit upon the following expedient. Coming to Byzan- 
tium and paying out great sums of money to this 
Emperor, they besought him to co-operate with 
them in accomplishing the destruction of the citizens 
who had been found guilty of nothing. And he, after 
he had got the money, without the least hesitation 
published a law that Churches should be debarred 
from prosecuting their claims, not after the regular 
period of time, but after the lapse of full one hundred 
years, and providing that this should be valid, not 
in Emesa alone, but throughout the whole Roman 
Empire. And to arbitrate this question for the 
people of Emesa he designated a certain Longinus, 
an energetic man and very powerful in body, who 
later also held the office of Mayor of Byzantium. 


sancimus ...” ‘*‘ Whereas ancient laws decreed that pro- 


tests on the basis of time should be limited to a period of thirty 
years, and, if there had been a mortgage, granted them slightly 
longer periods, we decree that a protest on the basis of time 
may be lodged against them only after the lapse of one 
hundred years.” Again, in a.p. 541, in Novella 111, he cites, 
*‘constitutionem, quae praescriptionem centum annorum 
locis venerabilibus dederat ’’—i.e. ‘‘an ordinance ”’ (issuing 
from the Emperor) ‘‘ which had granted a limitation of one 
hundred years to religious foundations.” 
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Kovpevo Ta pev Tow@Ta Tov TevLt TrohuT oy Sieny 
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1 After rim, ray deleted by Reiske. 

2 rod dvOpdmrov .. . amodoynoato .. . €xovros Haury: 
Tous avOpdémous .. . GmoAoynoaivtTo . . . €xovras. 

3 Gre added by Capps. 

a hoyimararor Haury: Aoy:@rarot. 


5 imovody added by Reiske. 
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And those who managed the affairs of the Church 
lodged, to begin with, a case for two centenaria,! 
based on the documents mentioned, against one of 
the citizens, and they immediately secured the man’s 
conviction, since he was utterly unable, both because 
of such a lapse of time and because of his ignorance 
of what had been done at the time in question, to 
make any defence whatever. And all men were 
filled with great sorrow, and above all the most 
notable among the men of Emesa, as being all 
equally exposed to the blackmailers. And since the 
evil was by now spreading out over the majority of 
the citizens, it so happened that a providence of 
God, one may say, occurred as follows. Longinus 
commanded Priscus, the author of this mischief, to 
bring together before him all the documents, and 
when he declined to do so, he struck him with great 
violence. And he, unable to support the blow of a 
very strong man, fell on his back, and by this time 
trembling and in a state of panic he suspected that 
Longinus knew entirely what he had done and so 
confessed the truth; thus the entire deviltry was 
brought to light and the blackmailing ceased. 

Yet these constant and daily tamperings with the 
laws of the Romans were not the only harm he did, 
but the Emperor also took pains to abolish the laws 
which the Hebrews honour. If it ever happened, 
for instance, that the year in its recurring rounds 
brought on the Feast of the Passover before the 
festival of the Christians,2 he would not allow the 


1 Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 2 ze. Haster. 


6 guoddye: Alemannus: é&wuordye Reiske: duodoyav. 
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1 &oc10d068a: Haury, cf. Book IV, xiv. 13, r@ beg eorrovobar 
Ta eiwbdra: Begiove bat, 

2 rapavoulas P, rapavduws G. 
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Jews to celebrate this at the proper time nor to make 
any offering to God at that feast nor to perform any 
of the rites customary among them. And many of 
them used to be brought to trial as having tasted 
the flesh of lambs at this time by those who were 
in positions of authority, and these punished them 
by heavy fines, arraigning them for violation of 
the laws of the State. And though I know well 
of countless other such actions on the part of Jus- 
tinian, I shall not add anything, for an end must be 
set to my discourse. For the man’s character will 
be disclosed with sufficient clearness by what has 
been said. 

xxix. That he was insincere and a dissembler I 
shall straightway make clear. The Liberius whom 
I have just mentioned! he dismissed from the office 
he held and appointed in his place John surnamed 
Laxarion, an Egyptian by birth. And when Pelagius, 
who was a very close friend of Liberius, learned of this, 
he enquired of the Emperor whether the report about 
Laxarion was true. And he straightway denied the 
report, insisting that he had not done any such 
thing, and he put in his hands a letter to Liberius, 
instructing him to hold on to this office most firmly 
and by no means to relinquish it. For it was not 
his will, he said, to remove him from the office at 
the present time. And John had an uncle in 
Byzantium named Eudaemon, who, having risen to 
senatorial rank and having acquired great wealth, 
was for a time administrator of the Emperor’s per- 
sonal estate. This Eudaemon, upon hearing the 


1 Chap. xxvii. 17. 
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ANECDOTA xxix. 5-12 


statements we have mentioned, also enquired of the 
Emperor whether his nephew's office was secure. 
Whereupon the Emperor denied what he had written 
to Liberius and wrote a letter to John instructing 
him to lay claim to the office with all his might; 
for, he said, he on his part had not planned any 
change regarding it. And John, having been con- 
vinced by these statements, commanded Liberius to 
retire from his official quarters as having been dis- 
missed from his office. But Liberius refused abso- 
lutely to obey him, he also obviously having been 
led to do so by the Emperor's letters. So John 
armed his followers and proceeded to attack Liberius, 
while the latter, together with his supporters, pre- 
pared for resistance. And a fight took place in 
which many were killed, including John himself, the 
holder of the office. Liberius was therefore imme- 
diately summoned to Byzantium, Eudaemon urging 
this step vigorously, and the Senate, making a deter- 
mination of the facts in the case, acquitted the man 
on the ground that the outrage had occurred while 
he was not an aggressor, but was acting in self- 
defence. But the Emperor did not drop the matter 
until he had punished him by a fine of money, imposed 
secretly. 

It was in this wise, in sooth, that Justinian knew 
how to tell the truth and practised straightforward- 
ness of speech! But it is not, I think, inopportune 
to add a matter that is incidental to this narrative. 
For this Eudaemon died not long afterwards, having 


8 éreAOdvros Suidas: érddvros. 
? xpnuact Herwerden: xphuara. 
8 uev ody lovor. G, ney lover, P, “Lover. ob povov §. 
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Seabepevos oUTEe TL ado 70 Tapa ay el ay. 
UO Kpovov TE TOV avTov Kab TLS apKXav yeyovas 
cav év Tlakatiw evvotywv ovopa Eudparas 
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1 udv of GP: pévta S. 
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neither disposed of his estate by will nor made any 
statement whatever, although he had many relatives 
surviving. And at about the same time a certain 
man, Euphratas by name,! who had been overseer 
of the Palace eunuchs, departed this life, leaving a 
nephew but without having made any disposition 
of his estate, which was very great. And the 
Emperor seized both these estates, of his own arbi- 
trary act making himself the heir and giving not a 
farthing to any of the lawful heirs. Such respect for 
the law and for the kinsmen of his intimates was 
shewn by this Emperor! In the same way he had 
seized the property of Eirenaeus who had died a 
long time before, although he had not a shadow of 
a claim to it. 

And the incident directly connected with those 
just mentioned, which occurred at about the same 
time, I could not pass by in silence. There was a 
certain Anatolius who held chief place in the sena- 
torial roster of Ascalon.2. This man’s daughter had 
been duly married by one of the Caesareans,3 
Mamilianus by name, a man of a very notable 
house. And the girl was an heiress, since she was 
the only child of Anatolius. Now it had been pre- 
scribed by ancient law that whenever a Senator of 
any one of the cities should depart this life without 
leaving male children, the fourth part of the property 
left by this man should be given to the Council of 
the city, while the natural heirs of the deceased 
should enjoy the rest; but the Emperor here too 
gave evidence of his own true character, for he 

1 Cf. Book VIII. iii. 19. 2 In Palestine. 


5 Caesarea, in Palestine, was the birth-place of Procopius. 
Cf. Chap. xi. 25. 
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happened to have promulgated a law recently, 
which arranged matters in just the opposite way, 
providing, namely, that when a Senator died 
without male issue, his natural heirs should re- 
ceive the fourth part of his estate but that all 
the rest should be taken over by the Treasury and 
entered in the roster of the city’s Senate1 And 
yet never since the creation of man has either 
Treasurer or Emperor been empowered to share in 
senatorial property. So while this law was in force, 
the final day of life came upon Anatolius, and his 
daughter divided the estate with the Treasury and 
the Council of the city in accordance with the law, 
and both the Emperor himself and the magistrates 
in charge of the roster of Ascalon wrote letters to 
her releasing her from the counter-claim? in this 
matter, since they had received their due correctly 
and justly. Later on Mamilianus also departed this 
life, the man who had been son-in-law to Anatolius, 
and he left a single daughter, who alone acquired 
her father’s estate, as was to be expected. But 
later on she too, while her mother still survived, 
reached the term of her life, having been married 
to one of the notables but having become mother of 
neither female nor male child. But Justinian seized 
upon all the property forthwith, letting fall the 
amazing statement that for the daughter of Anato- 
lius, now an old woman, to be enriched by her 


1 The official senatorial record, like the album senatoriwm 
at Rome. 

2 i.e. from further claims by the Treasury upon the one 
quarter of the estate which the new law assigned to her as 


heiress. 


5 avreka Beto Haury: aveAdBero. 
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ToD dvdpos Kal Tois TOU TAT pos 7 NouTety xPn- 
pacty ovx dovoy ein. émws b€ 4) yu) pn ev 
ToIs TpooaitynTals TO evdevoe rerdgerau, oTaTHpa 
xpucoby és uépav éxdo rnp THY yuvatea Péper Oar 
TaUT AY Ssepucer, gws ap TEP, TovTo Géwevos 
év Tols ypdnpace 64 @v Ta XenwaATA éXnicato 
TaiTa, @S Toy oraTiia mposirat THs evoeBelas 
everca, Tovtov: ‘* Gos yap por, by, “Ta Te dora 
Kal evoeBi 7 PAT TEL. 

"AANA mepl ev TOUT@V TaoTa : amoxpn reyely, 
O7rws un 0 AOYOS KATAKOPOS éyoe, errel ouvdert * 
andvtev avOpomw ye bvre duvaToyv atrouynpo- 
vedoat. OTt O€ ove? Bevérwyv TOV Ol éoTrOU- 
Sac never Soxovvtay eva NOyov TiVa TeTTOiNnTaL 
XPnwaT ev TapovTav, ae énhacw. Mand@avns 
TS eyeyoves ev KircEe Aéovtos éxeivou yauBpos 
bomep elyev,* Momrep pot eu poo bev slonras, THY 
TOU kahoupevou pedepevdapiou Toppy" TouTop ® 
Bias avaaotérev em ea Tehhe Tas éD Kings. 
TAUTNS TE THS cKmvens 0 Manfavns AaBopuevos 
dvnkeaTa, KaKa Kirteo TOUS TEL TOUS elprya- 
GeTO, Kab Ta Xprpara Aniouevos Ta pev TO 
TUpavyy ETEMTE, Tots 6€ avTos ° édcxatov oU- 
Téelp. Ol wey OvY GAOL TA Chics TAPEYTA clwTH 
epepor, Tapséay dé dco. Béverot No ay ™] €k 
Bactréws ” Tappnaig Papaobyres ev TO Spool 
THS ayopas és TOV MadGavny ov TapovtTa pic 
Tora UBpifov. Smep érret 0 MardOdvrs éyva, 


1 ravra added by Capps. 2 oddev) Haury: od8é. 
3 obSe Capps: ob. 

* domep cixev Haury, of. Chap. xxii. 13: is Te pieimey. 

5 For rotroy KraSeninnikov conjectured rovty. 
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husband’s and her father’s money was an impious 
thing! But in order that the woman might not 
thenceforth be assigned to the ranks of the beggars, 
he ordered that this woman should receive a gold 
stater each day, as long as she lived, inserting in 
the document by means of which he had plundered 
all this money the statement that he relinquished the 
stater for the sake of piety: “ For it is my custom,” 
he said, “‘ to do whatever is pious and righteous.” 
But concerning these matters it suffices to give 
these facts, that my account may not lead to surfeit, 
since it is not possible for any human being to men- 
tion them all. But that he has taken no account 
even of any adherent of the Blues, who were sup- 
posed to be his favourites, when money was at stake, 
I shall now make clear. There was a certain 
Malthanes in Cilicia, son-in-law of that Leon who 
held, as mentioned above,! the office of Referendarius 2 
as it is called. This man he directed to put a stop 
to the acts of violence in Cilicia. And laying hold 
of this pretext, Malthanes committed outrageous 
wrongs upon the majority of the Cilicians, and as he 
_plundered their money, he sent some to the tyrant, 
while he saw fit to enrich himself with the remainder. 
Now all the rest endured their misfortunes in silence, 
but such of the men of Tarsus as were Blues, being 
bold in the licence which the Emperor's favour gave 
them, heaped many insults upon Malthanes in the 
public market-place when he was not present among 
them. And when Malthanes learned this, he 


1 Chap. xiv. 16, xvii. 32. 
2 Private secretary; cf. Book II. xxiii. 6. 


6 girds GP, abray S. 7 Bagiréws PS, BamiAldos G. 
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wArAHGOS TT PATLOTaY eT YO MEVOS és ‘Tapoov evOvs 
aixeto VUKTOP TEPLTELTOV TE TOUS oTpATLOTAS 
ég Tas olKtas 6p9 pov Bahéos KaTanvely exehEeven. 
épodov b¢ 010 wevor TAUTHVY Ob Beveroe elval, éx 
TOV TapovT@y 7] _UVOYTO. EvveBn TOLVUY ANA TE 
Kaka év oKxoT@ yevéobas Kal Aaplavoy, dvdpa, 
eK Bounijs," rokevpare BrnOévta mecety. tv bé 
0 Aapsavos obras TOY THOE Bevéroy T PooTaTys. 
O7rep é7rel €s Bugdvriov Ger, ot te Bévetot 
duc popovpevor bopvBeo ava THY TOALY TONG 
et XOVTO, Kal Baciréa pev appt 7 TPay uate 
nvexdouy dyav, Aéovta 6€ kat tov Mar@avnv 
fuv SewvoTatars ATELNALS Toa educ by jwovv. 
weak avToKpaTwp ovden Tt ooov aypratver bas 
éml Tos TET PAY LEVOLS Eo KIT TETO. ypaupa ov 
evdus éypare, Cirnoty Te Kal Tiow TY TO 
Mardavy TET OM TEV LEV OV Kedevov yevéo Oat. 
ara Aéwv adt@ ypuctou poéuevos wAHGOS Tod 
te Oupov? avtixa kal THs &€5 Tous Bevérous 
oropyis émause, ToU TE Wpayyaros aveEeTaaTOU 
pevernxotos Mard@arvnv Bacireds és Bulavtior 
Tap avtov hKkovta Evy te ToAAH ditohpoovvyn 
cide Kal év tin éoyev. é€sovta 5é of Bévertou 
éx Bactréws TNPNTAVTES TAnyas® avT@® Tpoce- 
Tpiyavto év Tlanatio cai Siaxphoacdar eedQon, 
él pon aut@yv* tives Suex@ducan, ot ye 7 POs 
Aéovtos Xpnuara 70m KEKOMLO MEVOL AdOpa é eTvy- 
Yavov. KabToe Tis ove av TaUTHY THY TroNeTeLay 
éXeetvoTuTyy Kadroin év n° Bacireds pev dwpo- 
1 é« Bovajs GS, év Bovag P. 


5 Oupob Haury, Bieoryio’ Reiske : apo, 
3 rAnyas P, rAnyhy §, many G. 
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straightway came to Tarsus by night, bringing a 
large force of soldiers, and sending them around to 
the houses at early dawn, he ordered them to take 
lodgings therein. And the Blues, thinking this to 
be a raid, defended themselves as well as they could. 
And many other mishaps took place in the darkness, 
but the worst was that Damianus, a member of the 
Senate, fell by a shot from a bow. Now this Dami- 
anus was the patron of the Blues there. And when 
news of this came to Byzantium, the Blues were 
angry and raised a great tumult throughout the city, 
and they plagued the Emperor about the matter 
exceedingly, and they vilified Leon and Malthanes 
roundly together with most terrible threats. And 
the Emperor pretended to be no less angry than they 
at what had happened. So he straightway wrote a 
letter ordering an investigation and punishment of 
the public acts of Malthanes. But Leon, by handing 
over to him a vast quantity of gold, caused him to 
give up at once both his anger and his fondness for 
the Blues, and though the matter had remained unin- 
vestigated, when Malthanes came into the Emperor's 
presence in Byzantium, the latter received him with 
great friendliness and held him in honour. But 
when he went out from the Emperor’s presence, the 
Blues, who had been watching for him, rained blows 
upon him in the Palace, and they would have de- 
stroyed him had not some of them prevented it, these 
being the men who chanced to have already received 
money in secret from Leon. And yet who would 
not call that State most pitiable in which an Emperor, 
having accepted a bribe, left the briber’s crimes 


4 airay PS, Trav G. 5 4 Alemannus: ois. 
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Soxnoas avetéracta KaTérene Ta eyKAnpaTa, 
oT UCLOT AL dé Bactréws év Ilaratio dvros 
emavacTiva TOV TLE apxov Tov oddepned 4 OKVNTEL 
eTOhuN oa aSLK@Y TE Neue ém avroy apEas 3 
tials pévtTo. ToUTwY 5 éveka ovdeuia ovTE Els 
tov Manr@dvnv éyévero ote eis tovs atta 
éravactavras. é« Toutwy dé et! tis BovXoLTO TO 
‘Tovotiviavod Tob Bacirews Texpnplovaba * 700s. 
rN. Ei dé rova Kaul TOD THS TOMTELAS Euppopov 
TrovetraL Noyor, Ta és d pojiov Te adr TOV SnML0- 
ovov Kal TOUS KaTaGKOTOUS elpyac pave Snhocet. 
ot pev yap ‘Po patov avTOKPaTOpES éy Tots aveo 
XpoveLs ryeryevnwévot, T povonaavTes Om@s aTavTd 
Te ofiow emaryyedotto ® TAX LOT OL Kal nde ped 
618670 MEAANC EL, TA TE ™ pos TOV TONE ULLCOY év ywopa 
éxdorn Evprimrovra kal Tals wodkeot KaTa 
oTaoly y andro TL dim pOom TOV ovpBatvorra 
mabos, TA TE TPOS THY apYovTav Kal TOV adhov 
amavrov mavraxooe Tparcoueva THS ‘Popator 
anys, émas TE ol TOUS hopous TAPATE UT OVTES 
TOUS emeTEeLous dstacwlovro BpabdvTiros Te Kal 
KevOuvou X@ pis Snuoovov ofuy Tia TAVTAX OTE 
TeTrolnyT aL dpopov TpPOTM TOL@OdE. és nue pas 
odop evlovep avdpl arabuous KATETTHOAYTO, 7) 
pey OKT, 7 be TOUTOV éhdaoous, ou pevToL 
hacov éx Tov él wAEloTov » Kata TévTe. lamoe 
dé toravto és Teccapdxovta &v crabu@ ExdoTe. 
imtroxéuo. 6€ KaTa AOyor TOU TaY lrmaV jwéTpOV 
1 ¢j Reiske: 671. 


9 


* rexunptovedw Alemannus: Terpunplova bat. 
8 grayyéAAoiro Dindorf: arayyéAAowro. de Stefani pro- 
poses darayéAorro, for which Haury would prefer arayyéa oro. 
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uninvestigated, and factionists, on the other hand, 
while the Emperor was there in the Palace, dared 
without any compunction to set upon one of the 
magistrates and to commit an unjust attack upon 
him? As for punishment, however, none was in- 
flicted on account of these misdeeds, either upon 
Malthanes or upon his assailants. From these 
things, if anyone should wish, let him estimate the 
character of the Emperor Justinian. 

xxx. And as to the question whether Justinian 
had any consideration for the welfare of the State, 
the things he did to the public post and to the spies 
will be illuminating. For the Roman Emperors of 
earlier times, by way of making provision that 
everything should be reported to them speedily 
and be subject to no delay,—such as the damage 
inflicted by the enemy upon each several country, 
whatever befell the cities in the course of civil 
conflict or of some unforeseen calamity, the acts 
of the magistrates and of all others in every part of 
the Roman Empire—and also, to the end that those 
who conveyed the annual taxes might reach the 
capital safely and without either delay or risk, had 
created a swift public post extending everywhere, 
in the following manner.t Within the distance 
included in each day’s journey for an unencumbered 
traveller? they established stations, sometimes eight, 
sometimes less, but as a general thing not less than 
five. And horses to the number of forty stood ready 
at each station. And grooms in proportion to the 





1 For an account of the similar Persian post, cf. Herodotus 
VIII. 98. 
2 About twenty miles; cf. Book III. i. 17. 
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éreTaYaro €v rao crabwois. ouxvais dé iam cov 
Soxtpardray dvTav Oradoxais éNavvoVTEs cel 
olomep emikerTas TO épyov TovTO, déea Te, av 
oT TUX OL, odo” nHEpav apetBovres € Ev HUEpa pula 
émpaccov amavra 60a pos apTis SeSiprwrat, 
T pos b€ Kal ol TOY Xo pleoy TaVTAaXh KUpLOL, 
add05 Te Kav éy pecoyéions Ta Xepta dvtTal 
eT YX avED, evdarpovertaros * ér’ autos? év Tots 


6 parora Noa. TOUS yap dvTas éx TOU TEPLOVTOS 


9) 


ohio KAPTOUS imrrey Te Kal (TTOKO LOD TpOHHs 
evexa TO Onuociw ava Wav ETos amrodsdopevoe 
XP MAT a peyadra épépovto. EvveBaive TE 51a 
TabTa TO Snpooie bexerOar yev del TOUS éyKEL- 
pévous éxdatw  dpous, dyrimapadcéyer Oat bé 
QUTOUS ToIS éoxopitovew AUTLKA 89 ara, Kab 
T poo Hy TO yeyevia Gas TH TOMTELG Ta déovta. 

Ta pev oby T™ poTepa TAVUTD mn eiyev. 0 6€ 
avToxpaT@p oUTOS TMOWTa meV TOV ex Karxndovos 
axe és Aaxi fifa Kabercov Spomov HVA YKAG € 
TAVYTAS eK Bulavriouv evOvs dype és thy ‘EXevov- 
Tony ouTe éJeXoua tous vauTirrecdat. TEOVTES 
ou év akdtors Bpayeiats Ticiv, olais* Statropé- 
peverOar THOSE EiwPacr, YELavOS, AV OUTH TLVYOL, 


1 For évra Alemannus conjectured ratra. 
2 evdaiovéoraro. Alemannus: -éorara. 

3 atrots Alemannus: adrods. 

* ofais Alemannus, Haury : ofa. 





1 About two hundred miles. The ‘‘ Pony Express” in 
the United States, before the day of railroads, covered from 
two hundred to two hundred and fifty miles per day; Mark 
Twain, Roughing It, Chap. VII. Cf. also P. A. Rollins, 
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number of horses were detailed to all stations. And 
always travelling with frequent changes of the 
horses, which were of the most approved breeds, 
those to whom this duty was assigned covered, on 
occasion, a ten-days’ journey in a single day,! and 
accomplished all those things which have just been 
mentioned; and furthermore, the owners of the 
land everywhere, and particularly if their lands 
happened to lie in the interior, were exceedingly 
prosperous because of this system. For every year 
they sold the surplus of their crops to the Govern- 
ment for the maintenance of horses and grooms, and 
thus earned much money. And the result of all 
this was that while the Treasury regularly received 
the taxes assessed upon each man, yet those who paid 
the taxes received their money back again immedi- 
ately,? and there was the further advantage that the 
State business has been accomplished. 

Now in earlier times this was the situation. But 
this Emperor first of all abolished the post from 
Chalcedon as far as Daciviza® and compelled all the 
couriers, much against their will, to proceed from 
Byzantium directly to Helenopolis by sea. When 
they make the passage, then, in small boats of the 
kind the folk are accustomed to use in crossing the 
strait, in case a storm happens to descend upon 


The Cowboy, p. 136; ‘*. . . Leon, a Mexican, changing horses, 
traversed, in 1876, one hundred miles in four hours, fifty-seven 
minutes; in 1877, five hundred and five miles in forty-nine 


hours, fifty-one and a halfminutes.... F.X. Aubrey ofthe 
Pony Express rode across-country eight hundred miles in 
five days, thirteen hours.” 


2 In the form of payment for the supplies furnished by 
them. 
3 Modern Gebize. 
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émumed OvTO0s, él péeya xevdvvou Xwpovdar, THS 
yap dvayKatou omoudis eye pens ohict Kaipo- 

vr\aKely TE Kal mpoabéxer bat weroVoAY THY 
yarnvnv advvata éotiv., erecta 6é KATO [ev THY 
emt Iépoas ooov $épovoay TOV 6pojLov em 
OX HATS Tov mtpoaGev bvT0s * elacev Elva, és 6é 
THY olny fupmacay gw péype és Alyurrov év 
neepas 00 arab nov” éva KATETTHTATO povov, ovx, 
int wv PEVTOL, GX’ Gveov odiyor. Ou én Ta pev 
EvuBaivovra év xopg exdory pores? re Kal ove 
TOU Karpov Kat o OTLT® TOV mparypdrov eo aryyedro- 
peva, émuKouptas ovdenuas TUYXavEL ELKOS, OL O€ 
TOUS dry pous KEK TNMEVOL Kap ov TOY a peTepov 
cern TOTOV TE Kal eLK Ketwevwy avorvntot és Gael 
ryivovTa. 

Ta & tov KATATKOT OY TOLADTA eoTLD. dvopes 
mwoNhot éy Snuorio TO avéxaver éotifovTo, ot on 
€S TOUS TONE [LLOUS coves ev Te TOLS ilepowy 
Bacrretots yevowevot 4 Eutroplas dvopate H TpOT@ 
ET EDD, é te TO axpiBés Ovepevv@pevor exaora, 
eT AVNKOVTES és ‘Papator THY vay TavTa Tots 
apxovow erranryyehrewy NOVVAVTO Ta THY TONeE- 
biov amoppnta. ot dé mpotuabov * epvhacaov 
TE KAL GTpooT Toy ovdev EvveTiTTE ohict. ToODTO 


1 dyros GS, obros g. 
2 xara before oradudy deleted by Haury. Cf. Section 3 
above. 
3 éxdorp yodts Alemannus: péais éExdorn, 
4 mpotuaboy gS, mpopaddyres P, 





1 The new route did away with about twenty-eight miles 
of land travel—from Chalcedon to Daciviza—substituting an 
equally direct, though slower, water route, which would afford 
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them, they come into great danger.t For since the 
haste which is obligatory keeps urging them on, it 
is impossible for them to watch for the right weather 
and wait for the next calm. And, in the second place, 
while on the route leading into Persia he did allow 
the previous arrangement to stand, yet for all the 
rest of the East as far as Egypt he allowed one 
station only for each day’s journey,? using not horses, 
however, but mules and only a few of them. It is 
no wonder, consequently, that the things which take 
place in each country, being reported both with 
difficulty and too late to give opportunity for action 
and behind the course of events, cannot be dealt 
with at all, and the owners of the lands, with crops 
rotting on their hands and going to waste, continually 
lose all their profits. 

And the matter of the spies is as follows. Many 
men from ancient times were maintained by the 
State, men who would go into the enemy’s country 
and get into the Palace of the Persians, either on the 
pretext of selling something or by some other device, 
and after making a thorough investigation of every- 
thing, they would return to the land of the Romans, 
where they were able to report all the secrets of the 
enemy to the magistrates. And they, furnished 
with this advance information, would be on their 
guard and nothing unforeseen would befall them. 


connection with the road to be followed at a point slightly 
beyond the mouth ofthe modern GulfofIsmid. This measure 
resulted in a certain loss of time, which might become serious 
incase of storm; for the course lay along a shore exposed to the 
south wind, which is often troublesome. On the other hand, 
about four stations of horses, some one hundred and sixty 
animals, were dispensed with. 
2 Cf. Section 3 of this chapter. 
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6¢ TO Xphua Kay TOUS Myjdous éx TANGLOD Hv. 

Koa pons pen ouV peiCous, oomep daci, weroin- 
pEv0S Tas! Tay KaTAacKOT OY EUVTa FELs TmpounbeLas 
ths evOévde atrirXavoev. ovdév yap avTov [édav- 
Gave tov év “Pwpaiows yevouevwv. o 6é ‘love- 
Tivtavos ovd oTLovY dvadXwoas Kal avTo TO|? TOY 
KatacKkoTwrv dvona é&érpibev éx ‘Pwopaiwr ris 
ys, é& ov 6) ddAXNa TE TOARA HuapTyiOn Kal 
Aagixn mpos TOY TONE mLeov édho, *Popaiov 
oudaun TET UG LEVOV Strat Tore vas. 0 Tlepocy 
Bactrevs Evy TH otpaTe@ ein. Gna Kal Ka}7- 
ous map hn beis TO Onpoovov éx TanaLod 
Tpepery ° ela Ger, at 5) TO ‘Popateoy oTpare ert 
TohepLous lovte aTravTa pépovoas Ta émvrijdeua 
el7rovTo. Kal ovre TOUS yewpyots TOTE aryya.po- 
pope em avay ces Av ovre Te évdely TOLS oT partie 
TALS TOV avary Katey EvveBarvev. ana Kal TAVTAS 
mepuethey Tlovareviavos a xe0or Tt atacas. 660 
51) €Tl Tous ToAEpLoUS LovTos Ta VOY ToD ‘Pwpyatwv 
oTparot yeyevnobai TL TOY deovtTwy advvartov. 

Ta pev oby omovdatotata Th roAtreig* Epepero” 
THOe. ovdev dé yetpov® Kal Tivos avtod TOY 
ryehOL@y emipyng Ofva. TOV €V Kasoapeia pyro- 
pov Evayyedos TLS HY ouK danLos avnp boTeEp em t- 
hopov ob Tov THS TYYNS TvEevuaTos yevouéevov 

1 ras 8, ras mpds gP. 

 éAdvoave . . . ard 7d alded by Haury ; Kraseninnikov 
supplies trav &y ye Pwralwy Ti apxh Tére yivopévay } nal BeBov- 
Aevudver ACANOEV. 4 5 "loveriviards Bacirevs cal avrd rd (for not 
one detail) ‘‘of what was happening, in the Roman Empire 
at least, or even of what was being planned, escaped him. 


And the Kmperor Justinian also (blotted out) even the 
very” (name of spies). 
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And this practice had existed among the Medes also 
from ancient times. Indeed Chosroes, as they say, 
increased the salaries of his spies and profited by 
this forethought. For nothing [that was happening 
among the Romans escaped] him. [Justinian, on 
the other hand, by refusing to spend anything at all 
on them] blotted out from the land of the Romans 
[even the very] name of spies, and in consequence 
of this action many mistakes were made and Lazica 
was captured by the enemy, the Romans having 
utterly failed to discover where in the world the 
Persian king and his army were. Nay more, the 
State had also been wont from ancient times to 
maintain a great number of camels, which followed 
the Roman army as it moved against an enemy and 
carried all the provisions. And in those days 
neither were the farmers obliged to provide trans- 
portation nor did the soldiers find themselves in 
want of any of the necessities; but Justinian 
abolished these too, practically all of them. So 
now-a-days, when a Roman army proceeds against the 
enemy, none of the needful measures can possibly 
be taken. 

Now the most important affairs of the State were 
going on badly in this fashion. And there is no 
harm in mentioning also one of Justinian’s absurdities. 
There was among the orators of Caesarea a certain 
Evangelus, a man of no little distinction, who, since 
the breeze of fortune had blown favourably for him, 


Tpedey gP, éxtpépew S, 

TH wodtrela yP, ris moarrelas 8. 
épépero Reiske: émrepépero. 
xetpoy Reiske: ofor. 
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XPT OY Te addwv Kab Yopas TOAAHS KUpLOS 
ryeryover. Uo Tepov b€ Kat KO pLny ériGaracailav Tid, 
Topupedva dvopa, TpL@v ypuciou } Kev Tq vaplov 
én piaro. TAUTO pabov ‘Jovativiavos Bacurevs 
apelr€To 2 10 xeptov evdvs ody NY AVT@ Tiva TOU 
TL LI} MATOS T poguevos polpav, Kal ToUTO “dob Oey- 
Eapevos, os Evayyer prutope ovre ov Enmore 
ev pees ely K@LNS TOLAUTNS Kup eivat’ adda 
TEPL ev TOUTMY, auNyéeTN aUTOY éTipvnaOértes, 
Tava opela Neyely. 

Tay de ™ POs TE ‘Toveriviavod Kab Oeoda@pas emt 
7? TOMTELE veoypwwbevtov Kal Tadra EOTl. Tadat 
peev  avyeAntos Bouvr) mapa Baciréa? iodoa 
T POT ¢p ToU@de T poo Kuvely elGuarto.* TAT PLKLOS 
bey TIS aVNO Tapa palov avTOD MpoaEKUVEL TOV 
deELov. Bacthevs dé avrTov KaTapir} 7 as THS 
keharns® é&ter- of S€ Aoitol Atravtes youu 
KrivavTes PBacttet to Se€&lov amnd\dKdacorTo: 
Bacthiéa pévto. mpocKxuveity ovdaun el OtaTo. 
mapa 6é “Jovotimavov te kat Oeodmpayv tas 
eicddous Tocovpevos, of Te AAAOL ATravTes Kal 
bcou 70 TAT pLiKLwV aE veo 1a. elxov émemTov pev 
iS TO edadbos evOus éml otoua, xetpav bé Kal 
ToOa@Y €s dyav apior TETAVUTHEVWY TO) etre 
10605 € EKaTEpOU ara wevot eEavio tayo. ovdé yap 
9) QOeodapa thy a&iwow avedveto TavTHY, 7 ye Kat 
Tous mpéaBets mpociecOar® Tlepo@y te Kal tev 
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ANECDOTA xxx. 18-24 


had become owner of other property and especially of 
much land. And later on he even purchased a village 
on the seashore, Porphyreon by name, paying three 
centenaria of gold.t Learning of this, the Emperor 
Justinian immediately took the place away from 
him, giving him some small portion of its value, with 
the remark that it would never comport with the 
dignity of Evangelus, an orator, to be the owner of 
such a town. But I shall say nothing more about 
these matters, now that I have, after a fashion, made 
mention of them. 

And among the innovations of Justinian and 
Theodora in the administration of the Government 
there is also the following. In ancient times the 
Senate, as it came into the Emperor’s presence, was 
accustomed to do obeisance in the following manner. 
Any man of patrician rank saluted him on the right 
breast. And the Emperor would kiss him on the 
head and then dismiss him; but all the rest first 
bent the right knee to the Emperor and then with- 
drew. The Empress, however, it was not at all 
customary to salute. But in the case of Justinian 
and Theodora, all the other members of the Senate 
and those as well who held the rank of Patricians, 
whenever they entered into their presence, would 
prostrate themselves to the floor, flat on their faces, 
and holding their hands and feet stretched far 
out they would touch with their lips one foot of each 
before rising. Tor even Theodora was not disposed 
to forego this testimony to her dignity, she who 
acted as though the Roman Empire lay at her feet, 


1 Cf. Chap. i. 33, note. 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 


arrav BapBdpov, Xpnuact Te avrous Swpelo Oar, 
@oTEep UT AUTH Ketpernys THS Popatov apxips, 
ovarpt) amngtov, T pay mat TOTOTE ov yeryovos ex 
TOD TAVTOS Xpovov. Kab Tadat pev ot Te Bacthet 
Evryyevopevor avuTOV TE Baccréa Kab THY YUVAtKa 
Bacirida éxdhouy, apKXovTay TE TOY ovr av 
Exao TOV b77n avT@ BELO MATOS mépl Ta Tapovra. 
éyot, Hv oé Tis TOUTOU oToTépw &> XAdyoUS 
Evppitas Bacrréms 7 Bactrtdoos emtuvnobein, 
GXX’ ov decroTny Te aTroKaXoin Kal déoTroLvay, 
4 kat py Sovrous TOV TiVAas apYovTw@Y ovoudleLy 
TELPBTO, ovros*? 61? a padys TE KaL THY yarray 
KONE TOS eOoxes eival, Kal ire papT Kas Ta 
TLK POTATO, Kal UBpicas és ods HKioTa éyphy 
évdévee a am Het. 

Kal ta ™ poTEpa bev OduyoL TE Kab rata 
ports ev Baceretoes eyivovto, é& 6 OTou dé ovToL THY 
Baciretav mapeha Bop, dpyovres o“od Kal o1° 
Aottroi Evpravres év Iladtatiw évoedeyeotata 
Scar pesnv Elyov. aitvov O€ OTL Tahar wey Tals 
apxats TH TE dixaca Kab VOpLpa TPLToELY YVOLUN 
avtovoum é&ijv. ob Te obv apyovTes OLvoLKOUHEVOL 
Ta elwPora ev ois KaTaywylols Tots aUuTaY 
EHEVOY, ot Té apyomevot Btavov oudey ouTE opaures 
ovTe axovovtes PBaciréa, ws 70 ELKOS, ony 
HU@XOUD. ouTot bg am avra er Tovnp@ TOY 
kaTnkowy éb éavtovs és det EXxovtes atravtas 
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but was by no means averse to receiving even the 
ambassadors of the Persians and of the other 
barbarians and to bestowing upon them presents of 
money, a thing which had never happened since the 
beginning of time. And while in earlier times those 
who attended upon the Emperor used simply to call 
him “ Emperor” and his consort ‘‘ Empress,” and 
used to address each one of the other magistrates in 
accordance with his standing at the moment, yet if 
anyone should enter into conversation with either 
one of these two and should use the words “ Emperor ”’ 
or “Empress” and fail to call them ‘“ Master ”’ 
or “ Mistress,” or should undertake to use any other 
word but “ slaves” in referring to any of the magis- 
trates, such a person would be accounted both stupid 
and too free of tongue, and, as though he had erred 
most grievously and had treated with gross indignity 
those whom he should by no means have so treated, 
would leave the imperial presence. 

And whereas in former times very few persons 
entered the Palace, and that too with difficulty, yet 
since the time when these succeeded to the throne, 
both magistrates and all others together remained 
constantly in the Palace. And the reason was that 
in the old days the magistrates were permitted to 
do what was Just and lawful according to their own 
judgment. Hence the magistrates, being occupied 
with their own administrative business, used to remain 
in their own lodgings, and the subjects of the 
Emperor, since they neither saw nor heard of any 
act of violence, bothered him, as was to be expected, 
very little. But these rulers, always drawing all 
matters into their own hands to the ruin of their 
subjects, compelled everybody to dance attendance 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAKSAREA 


opict Sovdompentér Tara T poo edpevery judy nator 
my dé bdety els nyuépay oxedov TLEKAOTHY TH [Lev 
Sixactypia TavtTa €k Tov émi TrEloTov ayvdpav 
éonia, ev 6€ 77 Bactréws * aur dxhov TE Kal 
DBpw Kad dOva pov peryav at Sovdorpéreray és del 
Edumacay. of Te avToty em UT NOElOL SoxobvTes 
clvat THY Te Huépav Sinvexds Tacav Kal TIS 
YUKTOS €F GEL TOAAHY Tiva polpay evTavda EGTOTES 
dumvol Te Kal amootTot Tapa Katpovs Tous 
eLwOoras yivduevot StehOcipovto, és todTd Te 
avtois tTHv Soxodocayv evdatpoviay amoKexpia bat 
Euvérece. TOUTM@Y PEYTON adberpéevos TavT OV 
S1eudxovTo Tpos addahous OL avO pwrroe omn Tore 
Popatwoy Ta Xpnwara ein. ot yey yap laxupi- 
Covto év BapBdpors amavTa é€ivat, ol &é Baciréa 
Epackov ev olKioKols 7 ToADOLS kadeipfavra EXELY. 
Omnvixa ovv 4 av pwros av oO ‘lovotemaves 
aTrendn Tob Biov, } dre rav Satpovey apxKov 
a&trodven TOV Biov, boot THYVLKAOE TEPLOVTES TUX WOE 
rarnbes ELOOVTAL. 
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ANECDOTA xxx. 30-34 


upon them in most servile fashion; and it was 
possible to see, practically every day, all the law- 
courts, on the one hand, for the most part empty, 
but at the Emperor’s Court, on the contrary, one 
would find crowds and insolence and mighty pushing 
and all the time nothing but servility. And those 
who were supposed to be intimate with the royal 
pair, standing there continuously the entire day and 
regularly during the greater portion of the night, 
being without sleep and without food at the usual 
hours, were done to death, and this was all that 
their seeming good fortune amounted to. And 
when at length they were set free from all this, the 
poor fellows would quarrel with each other over the 
question of what had become of the money of the 
Romans. For whereas some maintained that it was 
all in the possession of the barbarians, others said 
that the Emperor kept it shut up in a large number 
of special rooms. So when Justinian either, if he is a 
man, departs this life, or, as being the Lord of the 
evil spirits, lays his life aside, all who have the fortune 
to have survived to that time will know the truth. 


APPENDIX I 
Tur Factions or Tur HrpPpopROME IN CONSTANTINOPLE 


Tue following account of the strange nature and 
the pernicious activity of the Green and the Blue 
Factions, derived, it would appear, from the four 
parties of the Roman circus, is taken from Bury’s 
edition of Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, TV. 220 ff. 

“Constantinople adopted the follies, though not 
the virtues, of ancient Rome; and the same factions 
which had agitated the circus, raged with redoubled 
fury in the hippodrome. Under the reign of 
Anastasius, this popular frenzy was inflamed by 
religious zeal; and the Greens, who had treacher- 
ously concealed stones and daggers under baskets of 
fruit, massacred, at a solemn festival, three thousand 
of their Blue adversaries. From the capital this 
pestilence was diffused into the provinces and cities 
of the East, and the sportive distinction of the two 
colours produced two strong and_ irreconcilable 
factions which shook the foundations of a feeble 
government. The popular dissensions, founded on 
the most serious interest, or holy pretence, have 
scarcely equalled the obstinacy of this wanton 
discord, which invaded the peace of families, divided 
friends and brothers, and tempted the female sex, 
though seldom seen in the circus, to espouse the 
inclinations of their lovers or to contradict the 
wishes of their husbands. Every law, either human 
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or divine, was trampled under foot, and as long as the 
party was successful, its deluded followers appeared 
careless of private distress or public calamity. The 
licence, without the freedom of democracy, was 
revived at Antioch and Constantinople, and the 
support of a faction became necessary to every 
candidate for civil or ecclesiastical honours. A 
secret attachment to the family or sect of Anastasius 
was imputed to the Greens; the Blues were zealously 
devoted to the cause of orthodoxy and Justinian, and 
their grateful patron protected, above five years, 
the disorders of a faction whose seasonable tumults 
overawed the Palace, the Senate, and the capitals 
of the East.” 


APPENDIX II 
Tue CuristiaAN HERESIES 


Ir was the intention of Procopius to write a book 
on the subject of the doctrines of Christianity and the 
long and often bitter debates in the course of which 
these were formulated, as definitely stated in 
Chap. xi. 33 of the Secret History—a promise which 
he repeated in the eighth book of the Histories, xxv. 
13. It is most unfortunate that he was prevented 
from fulfilling this promise, for his point of view was 
that of a liberal who was puzzled by the earnestness 
with which his contemporaries entered into the 
discussion of these matters (cf. Chap. xi. 25 and 
Book Y. iii. 6). For the whole Roman world was 
deeply agitated by the discussions of the churchmen, 
and all, even the man in the street, and often the 
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women, held decided opinions and beliefs which they 
were more than ready to defend. Even the Emperor 
himself, as well as the Empress, felt called upon to 
support the cause of orthodoxy, and they were con- 
stantly concerned either to persuade or to force all 
dissenters into conformity (Chap. xiii. 7). 

The numerous and varied heresies which had 
developed already are themselves sufficient evidence 
of the important place which Christianity held in the 
consciousness of the people. The Arian heresy had 
been definitely condemned by the Council of Nicaea 
(a.D. 325), but it was not extinguished by an edict, 
and it persisted long after the time of Justinian. 
Other less important heresies mentioned by Procopius 
were those of the Eunomians, the Sabbatiani and the 
Montani. Other groups at variance with the state 
religion were the Manichaeans, devotees of an 
independent religion, though often regarded as a 
perversion of Christianity, the Samaritans, whose 
creed was older than that of Christianity, and the 
Polytheists, who seem to have included, for Procopius, 
the adherents of the ancient religions of Greece and 
of Rome. 

As to doctrine, the Arians maintained that the 
three Persons of the Trinity are not of the same 
substance: that the Son is indeed like the Father, 
but not identical in essence. Their central tenet 
was expressed in the Greek word homotousion as con- 
trasted with the homoouston of the doctrine of Atha- 
nasius which became orthodox through the adoption 
of the Nicene Creed. The Eunomians similarly held 
that God alone is ungenerate. The Montani were 
led by Montanus, assisted by two pious women, who 
claimed the gift of prophecy and announced that the 
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end of the world was imminent, a belief which 
probably consoled them in their act of self-cremation 
(Chap. xi. 23). The Sabbatiani were an offshoot of 
the Novatiani; for heresies sprang from other 
heresies as well as from the central body of belief. 
This group had originated in a contested election 
and developed independent doctrines only after 
their schism. The Manichaeans and the Samaritans 
were monotheistic but had a theology independent 
of the Christian system. The Polytheists of course 
had no body of doctrine as such. 

These and many other heresies which Procopius 
did not have occasion to mention were both defended 
and attacked with great violence, and the consequent 
disputes held the active interest of the civilized 
world for many centuries before and after the age of 
Justinian. See Hastings, Encyclopaedia of Religion 
and Ethics, or Smith and Wace, Dictionary of Christian 
Biography. 


APPENDIX III 
Tue Srarue or Domitian (Chap. viii. 13-21) 


Tue statement of Procopius that a devoted wife 
performed the gruesome act described in this passage 
is devoid of support, as well as extremely improbable. 
The evidence in the case is well presented by D. 
Bassi in a note in the (posthumous) edition of the 
Secret History by Comparetti (1928). The note 
follows, in translation. 

~ No ancient historian records the details, evidently 
legendary, which Procopius is pleased to recount. 
The legend, which is pathetic enough, is based on 
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two supposed facts which really are both very dis- 
tressing, but false and purely imaginary, and both 
entirely deprived of historical consistency. Domitian 
was not hacked to pieces, but was murdered in his 
chamber by conspirators, first receiving a wound 
in the groin, then, in the scuffle which followed, 
seven other wounds which finished him. His body 
was not piously buried by his wife Domitia, who 
instead co-operated with the conspirators to accom- 
plisu the murder. This pious office was fulfilled by 
the nurse of the murdered man, Phyllis by name, 
who, with the assistance of common undertakers, 
took charge of the body privately, performed his 
last rites at his villa on the Via Latina and then, 
after it had been cremated, deposited the ashes in 
the tomb of the Flavian family together with those 
of Julia, daughter of Titus, of whom she had also 
been nurse. 

«With regard to these facts recorded by most 
authoritative historians, such as Suetonius, Dio 
Cassius and others, there cannot be any doubt. 
Still, the fact remains, equally incontestable, of the 
bronze statue of Domitian extant at the time of 
Procopius on the slope of the Capitol standing on 
the right of those ascending from the Forum; this 
statue, apart from being the only one of that Emperor 
remaining erect, because all the others had been 
demolished by order of the Senate, presented also 
the singular characteristic of being composed entirely 
of many pieces cleverly set together, but still always 
easily distinguishable. These facts, which the people 
at Rome explained at that time (four centuries and 
a little more since the murder of Domitian) by the 
pathetic little story which Procopius ingenuously 
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recounts in the form in which it had been related 
to him, ought to be, and can be, explained rationally, 
taking into account what the historians say of what 
followed at Rome immediately after the murder of 
Domitian. The news of the murder was heard with 
indifference by the people, says Suetonius; not 
so by the army, which was most outraged by it and 
immediately started an agitation demanding that 
the murdered Emperor should receive divine honours 
and that the murderers should be tracked down and 
severely punished. Held with difficulty to allegiance 
to their commanders, the troops finally obtained 
what they sought. The Senate, on the other hand, 

which Domitian had always slighted and abused, 

received that news with a burst of j joy and exulta- 
tion, and suddenly ordered that the statues of the 
hated Emperor should be taken off the walls and 
thrown on the ground, and that all memory of him 
should be cancelled, abolished and destr oyed. These 
orders were carried out punctually, beginning, 
surely, with the statues nearest to the Senate, the 
largest of which was the famous equestrian statue 
of colossal proportions which dominated the middle 
of the Forum, described and praised by Statius. 

Demolished and broken up into fragments, the huge 
mass of gilded bronze was forthwith put out ‘of 
sight. Other smaller statues which stood in the 
vicinity of the Forum and of the Capitol were taken 
down and destroyed. One bronze statue of Domitian 
of natural size must have occupied a position in 
the neighbourhood of the temple of his father 
Vespasian on the slopes of the Capitol. That statue 
also was knocked over and reduced to fragments. 

However, all the fragments of that statue were 
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gathered up by pious hands, probably soldiers, and 
secretly preserved. When, then, at a later time 
the fury of the Senate was abated, and the army, 
always faithful to the memory of that Emperor, 
obtained what they had persistently sought for, 
namely, that those responsible for the assassination 
be apprehended, tried and punished, they without 
hesitation formed the purpose of setting up the 
broken statue, the fragments of which had been 
religiously preserved. They rebuilt the statue 
with strong cement, but not so as to conceal the 
joints, so that everyone could see, as Procopius 
saw, that it was composed of a quantity of pieces 
set together. The statue, thus fabricated, was 
set up in the open on the slope on the right as one 
went from the Forum to the Capitol, that is, at a 
short distance from the Senate, and it stood there 
to record visibly the savage orders of destruction 
issued by the Senate and punctually carried out, 
particularly because that statue, thus fabricated, 
was the only one of the many of that Emperor 
which remained, or, better, that could be again set 
up. The Senate, which certainly had not repented 
of having given those orders, still did not dare to 
oppose that act of the powerful praetorians, who 
were devoted to Domitian and who, in spite of the 
disapproval of the good Nerva, had vindicated 
Domitian by killing with their own hands the principal 
authors of the assassination of that tyrant, quietly 
let matters take their course, and could not be 
displeased that there remained for future ages that 
evidence and testimony of the just action performed 
by them on the statues of that infamous sovereign. 

«Thus tolerated by the Senate, this single statue 
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of the abhorred Domitian, the story of which was 
familiar to all, remained intact up to the time of 
Procopius in that very much frequented spot. It 
was regarded as a curiosity and of such small material 
value that even the barbarians, Vandals and Goths, 
allowed it to stand. In fact the respect shewn by 
those tribes must have been due chiefly to the pious 
legend which the popular imagination could have 
created in the course of time regarding that statue 
and the fragments of which they noticed that it 
was composed, ignorant, as it was, of the true and 
genuine facts of history. Little by little they saw 
in that statue the tyrannical Domitian torn to pieces 
by the popular fury and the good and virtuous 
action of his widow who was loved and respected 
by the Senate, which granted to her the right to 
collect and put together the scattered members of 
her husband and to give burial to the body thus 
assembled. And when the wonderful widow, having 
got together the body of her husband in this way 
and with her own hands, had summoned the artisans, 
she commissioned them to make a statue of bronze 
exactly like the murdered sovereign’s body, com- 
posed as it was of many pieces, then took that statue 
and set it up on the slope of the Capitol; and the 
Senate permitted her to do all this and did not 
refuse its approval. It cannot be denied that this 
story is pretty, moving and also edifying. This 
could have figured in the Gesta Romanorum Moralisata 
or in other similar medieval collections of edifying 
tales. The widow devoted to the memory of the 
husband, good or bad, who, surmounting grave 
difficulties, accomplishes his burial, is an appealing 
character of various legends and tales of every 
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region; one of the many is that of the famous 
matron of Ephesus, narrated by Petronius. Pro- 
copius, who had noticed the remarkable similarity 
of the features of Domitian and those of Justinian, 
recounts the tale of that single surviving statue of 
Domitian without taking the trouble to investigate 
whether the account was history or legend. In 
any case that statue unquestionably represented 
Domitian and that was enough for him; nor could 
he go wrong. In his judgment Justinian was just 
as worthy to be butchered and cut into pieces as, 
according to the tale, was Domitian, who also 
resembled him in countenance.” 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 


c. A.D. 483 Birth of Justinian. 


518-527 


527-565 
529 


535 
D37 


537-538 
540 
541 
542 
545 
548 


D02 
ddd 


562 
565 


Reign of Justin I; Justinian, his nephew, 
acting as Regent. 

Reign of Justinian I. 

The Schools at Athens closed. 

Publication of the Code of Justinian. 

The Nika Insurrection. Peace with 
Persia. 

Publication of the Dogest and of the 
Institutes. 

Expedition against the Vandals in Africa. 

Ostrogothic War in Italy begins. 

Completion and dedication of the Church 
of St. Sophia. 

The great siege of Rome by the Goths. 

Ravenna taken. Triumph of Belisarius. 

Abolition of the consulship. 

The great plague. 

Peace with Persia for five years. 

Death of Theodora. 

Conspiracy against Justinian. 

Defeat and death of Totila. 

Yifth Ecumenical Council at Constanti- 
nople. 

Defeat of Teias and end of the Ostro- 
gothic War. 

Peace of fifty years with Persia. 

Conspiracy against Justinian. 

Death of Belisarius. 

Death of Justinian. 
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Procoprus: Secret History 


Abydus, city on the Hellespont; 
esti er poe established at, 
xxv, 3, 


Acacius, Pie of Theodora, Keeper 
of the Bears, ix. 2 

Addaeus, appointed to control ship- 
ping, xxv. 7-10 

Air-tax, a surtax 
Justinian, xxi. 2 

Alamundarus, his alliance sought by 
Justinian, xi. 12 

Alexander, called “ Snips,’ ’ Logothete ; 
exacting, xxiv. 9; in Italy, xxvi. 
293 approved by Justinian, xxvi. 
30, 84; oppresses inhabitants of 
Greece, xxvi. 31-33 

Alexandria, visited by Theodora, ix. 
28; its Chief Priest Paulus, xxvii. 3, 
ll, 22; its Magistrate Rhodon, 
xxvii. 3; heretics of, xxvii. 5; 
reached by Paulus and Arsenius, 
xxvii. 14; its Magistrate Libcrius, 
xxvii. 17 

Alexandrians, oppressed by Ifephaes- 
tus, xxvi. 35-44 

Amalasuntha, daughter of Theoderic ; 
decides to go to ‘Byzantium, SNE Ls 
slain by Theodatus, xvi. 5, 6; at 
instigation of Peter, xxiv. 23 

Amantius, Commander of the Palace 
eunuchs; slain by Justinian, vi. 26 

Amasia, city in Pontus, destroyed by 
earthquake, xviii. 42 

Anastasia, sister of Theodora, ix. 3 

Anastasius, Emperor of the Hast; at 
war with the Isaurians, vi. 4; 
succeeded by Justinus, vi. 11; left 
State Treasuries filled, xix. 5, 7; 
remitted taxes, xxiii. 7; mentioned, 
ix. 8 

Anastasius, grandson of Theodora, 
betrothed to Joannina, iv. 37; 


collected by 


whom he marries irregularly and 
loves ardently, v. 20-22 

Anatolius, eminent citizen of Ascalon, 

; his daughter, 
xxix. 18; his death, xxix. 21 

Anazarbus, city in Cilicia, destroyed 
by earthquake, xviii. 41 

Andreas, Chief Priest of Hphesus, 
ill. 4 

Antae, barbarians; ravages of, xi. 11; 
overrun Europe, xviii. 63 their 
territory, xviii. 20 

Anthemius, Emperor of the West, 
xii. 1 

Antioch, city in Asia; captives from, 
ii. 25; home of Macedonia, xii. 28; 
destroyed by earthquake, xviii. 41 

Antonina, wife of Belisarius, i. 11-14; 
falls in love with Theodosius, i. 16, 
17; becomes hostile to Constantinus, 
i. 25; her vindictive nature, i, 26; 
deceives Belisarius, do.; slays two 
slaves, i. 27; accuses Constantinus, 
i. 28, 29; in Byzantium, i. 31; 
drives Photius from Italy, i. 34; 
returns to Byzantium with Beli- 
sarlus and Theodosius, i. 35; her 
shameless conduct, i. 36, 38, 393; re- 
joined by Theodosius, Ii 49: remains 
in Byzantium, ii. 1; schemes to 
remove Photius, ii. 3, 4; her magic 
arts, i. 26, ii. 2, iii. 2; accused by 
Photius, ii. 5; comes from Byzan- 
tium, ii. 14, 17; tricked John the 
Cappadocian, ii. 16, ili, 7; sum- 
moned to Byzantium, ili. 4; 
reconciled with Belisarius, iii. 12; 
surprised by Theodora, iii. 15-18; 
with whom she is on friendly terms, 
iv. 18, 19; hostile to Belisarius, 
iv. 23; blocks his reappointment, 
iv. 38; feared by John, v. 14; 
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distrusted by Theodora, v. 20; 
breaks up a match, v. 23; for which 
she is condemned, v. 24; tyrannizes 
over Belisarius, v.27; her daughter 
courted by Sergius, v. 33 

Apostles, Church of the Apostle 
John in Antioch, ili. 3 

Arabia, xvii. 17 

Arbitrators, xiv. 4, 13 

Archangel, Church of the, xvi. 18 

Archdeacon of Rome, xxvii, 17 

Areobindus, Roman general, v. 31 

a bapa servant of Theodora, xvi. 
1 

Arethas, commander of Saracens, ii. 
23, 28 

Arians, heretics; 
16-18 ; 
xviii. 10 

Armenians, attacked by Huns, ii. 29; 
in the Palace Guard, xxiv. 16 

Arsenius, favourite of the Empress, 
xxvii. 63 a Samaritan, xxvii. 7; 
spared by Justinian, but excluded 
from the Palace, xxvii. 10; ac- 
companies Paulus, xxvii, 115 
pretends conversion, xxvii.12; 1n- 
vestigated by Justinian, xxvu. 16; 
impaled by Liberius, xxvii. 19 

Ascalon, city in Palestine, xxix. 17, 21 

A Secretis, title of confidential secre- 
tary, xiv, 4 

Asia, invaded by barbarians, xxili. 6 

Assessments, Prorated, a new tax, 
xxiii. 9, 17-21 

Assessor, Councillor or Quaestor (cf. 
Book I. xi. 11), vi. 18, xiii. 12, xvii. 
lo 

Assyria, open to Roman attack, il. 25 

Asterius, Dancing Master of the 
Greens, ix. 5 

Athens, suffers neglect under Justinian, 
xXxvi. 33 


their wealth, xi. 
persecuted by Justinian, 


Bacchus, father of Sergius, v. 28 

Barsymes, surname of Peter, xxii. 3, 
etc. 

Bassus, an honest magistrate, xxi. 6, 7 

Basilius, father of John, xii. 6 

Beirut, centre of silk industry, xxv. 14 

Belisarius, disgraceful acts of, i. 10 ff.; 
his marriage, i. 12; household of, 
i. 15; adopts Theodosius, i. 15, 16; 
surprises him with Antonina, i. 18; 
subdues Sicily, i. 21; orders death of 
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Theodosius, i, 22; consoled by 
Constantinus, i. 24; deceived by 
Antonina, i. 26; slays Constantinus, 
i. 28; in bad odour, i. 30; tarries in 
Byzantium, i. 31, 42; laments loss 
of Theodosius, i. 88-40; marches 
against Chosroes,ii.1; hisfollowers, 
ii. 4; hears accusation of Photius, 
ii. 6-11; distrusted by him, ii. 12; 
captures Sisauranon, ii. 18; accused, 
ii. 21; defeats Nabedes and 
Bleschames, ii. 28; feared by 
Chosroes, ii. 87; meets Theodora, 
iii. 1; his deep love for her, do.; 
subdued by her magic charms, iii. 2; 
summoned to Byzantium, ili. 4; his 
intimates, iii. 8; reconciled with 
Antonina, iii, 12; protected by 
Theodosius, i. 14; fails in third 
invasion of Persia, iii. 80, 31; ac- 
cused by Peter and John, iv. 4; 
replaced by Martinus and deprived 
of his bodyguard, iv. 13; his friends 
kept from him, iv. 15; his utter 
disgrace, iv. 16; his money con- 
fiscated, iv. 17; treated with 
indignity, iv. 20, 21; recalled to 
favour after despair, iv. 22~31; 
captor of Gelimer and Vittigis, iv. 
32; his great wealth, iv. 33, 34; his 
daughter Joannina, iv. 37; secks 
reappointment, iv. 38; made 
Commander of the Royal Grooms 
and sent to Italy, iv. 39; expected 
to lead an insurrection, iv. 40; fails 
in Italian expedition, iv. 42, +43, 
v. 1, 16; his defeat of Theodatus 
and Vittigis, iv. 48; exacts money 
from the Italians, v. £,5; quarrels 
with John nephew of Vitalian, v. 73 
avoided by John, v.13; swayed by 
Antonina, v. 14; abandons Italy, 
vy. 17; marriage of his daughter, 
vy. 18-21; his wealth coveted by 
Theodora, Vv. 20; his inconstant 
character, v. 24-26; subservient to 
his wife, v.27; ridiculed, v.27; his 
daughter courted by Sergius, v. 83; 
gives John as hostage, xii. 6, 7; 
Theodora’s treatment of, xvii. 1; 
summoned from Africa, xviii. 9; 
accused of tyranny, do. 
Billeting of Roman troops and of 
barbarians, xxiii. 22, 24 
Bithynia, source of grain, xxii. 17 


INDEX 


Blue Faction, in Byzantium, cham- 
pioned by Justinian, vii. 1, 2, 6, 22, 
ix. 33, x. 16, xvil. 2, 3; xxix. 27,35; 
their new styles of clothing, vii. 8 ff. ; 
non-militant members, vii. 17; 
accept supplication of Theodora’s 
mother, ix. 7; seem very moderate, 
x. 19; in Antioch, xii. 28; in 
Tarsus, xxix. 30, 32; their leader 
Damianus, xxix. 383; riot in 
Byzantium, do.; attack Malthanes, 
xxix. 36 

Bleschames Persian General; defeated 
by Belisarius, ii. 28 

Bouzes, Roman General; accused by 
Peter and John, iv. 4; summoned 
to Byzantium and confined by 
Theodora, iv. 6-12, xvii. 1 

Britain, the barbarians of, xix. 18 

Byzantines, honour the Church of the 
Virgin, iii, 23 

Byzantium, capital of the Roman 
Empire, mentioned frequently, 1. 
11, ete.; visited by the plague, iv. 1 


Cabades, King of Persia, father of 
Chosroes, il. 26; invasions of, xxiii. 


Caesarea, in Palestine; home of 
Procopius, xi. 25; of Evangelus, 
xxx. 18 


Calligonus, a eunuch; accompanies 
Photius, 1. 2, 53; surrendered to 
Antonina, ili, 15; his great in- 
fluence, v. 27 

Callinicus, city in Mesopotamia; 
captured by Chosroes, ili. 31 

Callinicus, Governor of Second Cilicia ; 
slain by Theodora, xvii. 2, 3 

Capitol, hillin Rome, viii, 20 

Cappadocia, home of John, ii. 15, ili. 
7, xvii. 88, xxi. 5, xxii. 1, 6 

Carthage, city of Africa, i. 18, v. 34; 
the Palace in, i. 33 

Centenarium, asum of money weighing 
one hundred pounds (cf. Book I. 
xxii. 4), i. 33, iv. 31, xi. 12, xix. 7, 8, 
xxiv. 31, xxv. 19, xxvi. 21, xxvii. 2], 
xxviii. 11 

Ceremonial, Court; innovations in, 
made by Justinian, xxx. 21-26, 30, 
31; yet Justinian easily approached, 
xiii. 1, xv. 11,12; see Obeisance 

Chalcedon, city opposite Byzantium, 


xix. 2; Council of, xxvii. 5; termi- 
nus of Post Route, xxx. 8 

Chersonese, Thracian, xviii. 20 

Chief Priest, of Mphesus, ii. 4; of 
Byzantium, vi. 26; of Rome. xxvii. 
17; of Alexandria, xxvii. 3, 22 

Chiton, as worn by the Factionists, 
vii. 12 

Chosroes, King of Persia, ii. 1, iii. 30, 
iv. 88; retires from Colchis, ii. 25, 
26; attacks Armenians, ii. 29; 
criticized by his commanders, ii. 31; 
whom he silences, 11. 32-36; in- 
directly approached by Theodora, 
ii. 84; whom he scorns, ii. 386; 
captured Callinicus, iil. 31;  re- 
ceives heavy payments from the 
Romans, xi. 12; retains John as 
hostage, xii. 7; makes four in- 
vasions, xvii. 23, xxiii. 7;  mur- 
derous, xvill. 28; increases pay of 
spies, xxx. 18 

Christ, xili. 4,7; name of, xxvii. 28 

Christians, their rite of adoption, i. 
16; oaths of, li. 18, 16; mentioned, 
lil. 24, xi. 30, 83; priests of the, 
iii. 26; sacraments of, vi. 27; 
distraught by Justinian and Theo- 
dora, x. 15, xxvii. 323; heresies of, 
xi. 14, 15, 25, xix. 11; see Heresy; 
the Christian name, xxvii. 7, 26; 
persecuted, xxvii. 8, 27; harass 
Justinian, xxvii. 10; doctrines of, 
xxVil. 12; ther feast of aster, 
XXVHi. 17 

Chrysomallo I, a dancing-girl, xvii, 
33, 34 

Chrysomallo IT, a dancing-girl,, xvii. 
34 

Church, of Sophia in Byzantium, ii, 
24, ix. 385, xvii. 93 of the Mother 
of God, iii. 23; of John the 
Apostle, at Ephesus, ili. 8; of 
Michael, the Archaugel, xvi. 18; 
of Peter in Rome, xxvi. 29 

Cilicia, province in Asia; Theodosius 
sent thither, in. 5; home of Leon, 
xiv. 16; its city Anazarbus, xviii. 
41; home of Malthanes, xxix. 28; 
disorders in, xxix. 299; misgoverned 
by Malthanes, do.; Ciliclans attack 
as xvil. 2; Second Cilicia, 
O. 

Cireus, ix. 2, 6, xxvi. 8; cf. Hippo- 
drome 
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Cloak, of Hunnie style, worn by 
Factionists, vii. 14 

Colchis, abandoned by Chosroes, ii. 
25, 26; invaded by the Persians, 
xviii. 24 

Comito, sister of Theodora, ix. 3; 
commences her career, ix. 9 

Constantinus, Roman General ; 
sympathizes with Belisarius, i. 24 

Constantinus, Quaestor, xx. 20; 
beloved by Justinian, xx. 21; 
unscrupulous, xx, 21-23 

Consuls, in Rome and in Byzantium, 
xxvi. ‘Le: office abolished, xxvi. 15; 
mentioned, iv. 8, xvii. 7, xxix. 4 

Corinth, destroyed by earthquake, 
xvili. 42 

Council of Chalcedon, xxvii. 6 

Ctesiphon, city in Mesopotamia, ii. 25 


Currency, debased by Justinian, 
xxii. 38, xxv. 120 
Customs duties, imposed under 


Justinian, xxv. 1-6, 16 
Cydnus, river near Tarsus, xviii. 40 
Oyrillus, father of a bride, xvii. 32 
Cyzicus, city on the Propontis, xvii. 41 


Dacia, limit of the Gothic rule, xviii. 16 

Daciviza, station on the Post Route, 
XXX..8 

Damianus, Senator; killed in Tarsus, 
xxix. 32; leader of the Blues, 
xxix. 83 

Dancing Master, an official in the 
Hippodrome, ix. 5 

Daras, city on the Persian border, 
sai. 9 

Deacgn, xxvil. 145 cf. Archdeacon 

Demon, believed to have ‘* possessed ’’ 
Justinian, xii, 14, 26-28, 32, xviii. 
J, 36, 37, xxii. 28, xxx. 34; and 
Theodora, xii. 14 

Demosthenes, his property “in- 
herited ’’ by Justinian, xii. 5 

Diocletian, Roman Emperor, xxvi. 41 

Diogenes, accused by Theodora but 
acquitted, xvi, 23-28 

Dionysius, his property “ inherited ’’ 
by Justinian, xii. 6 

Domestici, section of the Palace 
Guard, xxiv. 24, xxvi. 28 

Domitian, Roman Emperor; _re- 
sembled by Justi inian, Vili. 13 —21; 
his excellent wife, viii. 15; strange 
statue of, vill. 18-21 
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Drawers, as worn by the Factionists, 
vii. 14. 

Dress, strange costume affected by the 
Factionists, vii. 11-14 


Easter, the Feast of, ix. 53, xii. 29, 
xxviii. 17 

Edessa, city on the Persian border; 
population of, xii. 6; flooded, xviii. 
38 

Egypt, xii. 1, 80, xvili. 22; John of 
Cappadocia sent thither, xvii. 40; 
home of John DLaxarion, xxix. 1; 
Post Route to, xxx.10; Egyptians, 
xXxvi. 37 

Hirenaeus, property of, confiscated by 
Justinian, xxix. 16 

Emesa, city in Palestine, xxviii.1-12; 
home of Priscus, xxvii. 1; Church 
of, xxviii. 2-6 

Ephesus, refuge of Theodosius, i. 28, 
ii. 14, 17, iii. 2, 9; its Church of the 
Apostle a ohn, iii. 3; its Chief 
Priest, iii. £ 

Epirus, its city Lychnidon, xviii. 42 

Eudaemon, a consular, uncle of John 
Laxarion, xxix.4; Treasurer of the 
Hmperor’s funds, do.; approaches 
Justinian, xxix, 5; seeks recall of 
Liberius, xxix. 10; dies intestate, 
xxix. 12 

Eugenius, slave of Antonina, i. 27 

Eunuchs, serving in the Palace, vi. 26, 
xv. 26, 34, xxix. 18 

Huphemia, wife of J ustinus ; prevents 
marriage of Justinian, ix. 47; her 
innocuous career and death, ix. 48, 
49; see Lupicina 

Buphratas, director of Palace cunuchs; 
dies, xxix. 13 

Euphrates River, iii. 31 

Hurope, xviii. 22; 
barbarians, xxiii. 6, 8 

ae Sea, modern Black Sea, xxv. 
2 

Evangelus, wealthy orator of Caesa- 
rea, xxx. 18; rebuked by Justinian, 
xxx. 19 


overrun by 


Factions, their unruly conduct, vii. 
1-42; see Blue Faction and Green 
Faction ; also Appendix I 

Faith, Ancient: the religion of 
classical Greece, xi. 15, 21, xxvii. 8; 
the orthodox faith, xi. 19 
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Faustinus, of Palestine, a Senator; 
accused of being a Samaritan, xxvii. 
26, 27 

Frontier troops, xxiv. 12-14 


Galatia, province in Asia, xxiv. 25 
Gaul, lint of the Gothic rule, xviii. 16; 
largely held by Germans, xviii. 17 
Gelimer, King of the Vandals; cap- 
tured by Belisarius, iv. 32; his 
wealth, iv. 84 

Gepaedes, a barbarian tribe; hold 
Sirmium, xviii. 18 

Germans, their territory, xvili. 17 

Germanus, nephew of Justinian; 
wins displeasure of Theodora, v. 8; 
arranges with John for the marriage 
of his daughter, v. 9, 10 

Glutton, epithet of the General John, 
iv. 4 

ooepelss used to witness an oath, v. 


Goths, in Italy, v.63; the Gothic War, 
v.16; ruled by Theoderic, xxiv. 9; 
extent of their sway, xvill. 16; 
mentioned, xvi. 1, xxi. 26- 

Grain, importation of, to Byzantium, 
xxii. 14-18, xxvi. 22; dole of, to 
beggars of Alexandria, xxvi. 29 

Greece, xxiv. 7; overrun by barbar- 
ians, xvili. 20; oppressed by 
Justinian, xxvi. 33 

Greeks, descendants of the ancient 
Hellenes, xi. 81; some become 
Christians, xi. 82; mistreated by 
Alexander, xxvi. 30-34; term of 
reproach, xxiv. 7 

Greek language, xx. 17 

treen Faction, in Byzantium; their 
excesses, Vil. 4, 26; their outlandish 
costumes, vii. 8 ff.; their keeper of 
animals, ix, 2,5; reject supplication 
of Theodora’s mother, ix, 7; singled 
out for punishment, xi. 36, xvii. 34; 
mentioned, xvi. 18, 23, xvit. 41, 
xix. 11 


Hebrews, Laws of the, xxviii. 16; 
constrained by Justinian, xxviii. 17 

Hecebolus, discharges Theodora, ix. 
273 xii. 30 

Helenoupolis, station on the Post 
Route, xxx. 8 

Hellespont, Strait of the; Customs 
House established on, xxv. 2 ff. 


Hephaestus, oppresses Alexandrians, 
xxvi. 35-39, 40-44 

Heresy, xi. 14, 16, xviii. 34, xix. 11, 
xxvii. 5; see Arians, EHunomians, 
Manichaeans, Montani, Polytheists 

Hermogenes, father of Saturninus, 
xvii. 32 

Herodian, Roman Commander; 
driven to treason by Belisarius, v. 
5, 6 

Hieron, suburb of Byzantium, on the 
Bosporus, xv. 36, xxv. 2 

Hilara, her property ‘‘inherited’’ 
by Justinian, xi. 5 

Hippodrome, vii. 13, viii. 2, xxvi. 8; 
cf. Circus 

Huns, sent against the Armenians, 
ii. 29; receive gifts from Justinian, 
xi. 5, vill. 5, 6; who seeks their 
alliance, xi. 12; their losses, xviii. 
25, 26; frequent invasions of, xviii. 
20, xxl. 26; plunder Europe, xxiii. 
6,8; Hunnic mode of hair-dressing, 
vii. 10; and of clothing, vii. 14 

Hypatius, a person of importance; 
slain by Factionists, ix. 35 


Tbora, city in Asia, xvili. £2 

Illyrians, vi. 2 

Illyricum, overrun by barbarians, 
xviii. 20; Generals of, xxi. 26 

Imposts, xxiii. 9, 15-17 

{ndaro, dancing-girl, xvii. 34 

Ionian Gulf, the modern Adriatic, 
xviii. 20 

Isaurians, at war with Anastasius, 
vi. 4 

Italy, Belisarius sent thither, iv. 39, 
42, v.1; abandoned by him, v. 17; 
exploited by Justinian, v. 4, vi. 25; 
devastated, xvill. 18, 14; oppressed 
by Alexander, xxiv. 9; mentioned, 
i, 384, v. 18, 19, xvi. 2, 5, xvii. 17, 
xxiv. 21, xxv. 8, xxvi. 27 


Jerusalem, refuge of Photius, iii. 28; 
Theodotus sent thither, ix, 42 

Joannina, daughter of Belisarius; 
betrothed to Anastasius, iv. 37; 
whom she ardently loves, v. 22 

John, the Apostle; Church of, in 
Ephesus, 111. 3 

John, son of Basilius; sent as hostage 
to the Persians, xii. 6; retained by 
Chosroes, xii. 7; his death, xii. 10; 
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his property ‘‘inherited’’ by 
Justinian, xii. 6 

John the Cappadocian, Pretorian 
Prefect; abused his office, xxiii. 14; 
downfall of, i. 14, li. 15; tricked by 
Antonina, ii. 16; punished by 
Theodora, xvii. 38, 40; accused of 
murder, xvii. 42, 44; ruined and 
plundered by Justinian, xxi. 5, 
xxii. 1 

John, Chief Priest of Byzantium, vi. 26 

John the Glutton, accuses Belisarius, 
iv. 4 

John the Hunchback, Roman General, 
vi. 5; punishes Justinus, but 
releases him when warned by a 
vision, vi. 6-9 

John lLaxarion, replaces Liberius, 
xxix, 1; his uncle Wudaemon, 
xxix. 4; addressed by Justinian, 
xxix. 6; seeks to remove Liberius, 
xxix. 7; attacks him, xxix. 9; 
killed in a brawl, do. 

Join of Palestine, Master of the 
Treasuries; removed from office, 
xxii. 83, 84; succeeded by Peter, 
xxii. 36 

John, illegitimate son of Theodora, 
xvli. 17; learns his parentage, xvii. 
18; returns to Byzantium, xvi. 19, 
20; disposed of by Theodora, xvii. 
21-23 

John, nephew of Vitalian; quarrels 
with Belisarius, v. 7; witliGermanus 
arranges a marriage, v. 9, 10; his 
life threatened by "Theodora, v. 12; 
defers return to Belisarius, v. 13 

John, son of Sisinniolus; hostile to 
Sergius, v. 31 

Julian, son of Savarus; a rebel leader, 
xi, 27 

Junilus, appointed Quaestor, xx. 17; 
ignorant of the law, do.; his death, 
xx. 20 

Justina, daughter of Germanus, vy. 8 

Justinian, Emperor of the Romans; 
nephew of Justinus, vi. 19; his 
incredibly base record, i. $, 10; his 
origin and early career, vi. 1-3, 
19-28; declared Emperor con- 
jointly with Justinus, ix. 52, 53; 
becomes sole Emperor, ix. 54; 
acquits Solomon, v. 36, 37; his 
ruthless administration, vi. 22-28; 
slays Amantius, vi. 26; 0 and 
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Vitalian, vi. 27, 28; attacked by 
the plague, iv. 1; envies wealth of 
Belisarius, iv. 83, 34; constant 
innovator, vi. 10-21, vii. 39, vill. 
24, xi. 1, 2; his craze for building 
over the sea, viii. 7, 8, xxvi. 28; 
squanders money on barbarians, 
xi, 6 ff., xix. 410, 18-17: his 
rapacity, vili. 9-11, xxvii. 25, xix, 
11, 12,17; his personal appearance, 
vili. 12-21; his base character, 
vili. 22-ix. 1; his base wife Theo- 
dora, ix. 1; whom he loves, ix. 30; 
seriously ill, ix. 85; orders investi- 
gation of killing of Hypatius, ix. 
36, 87; recovers, orders the death 
of Theodotus, ix. 39; prevented 
from marrying Theodora, ix. 47; 
overshadows Justinus, ix. 50; 
changes a law in order to marry 
Theodora, ix. 51; close partner of 
Theodora, x. 13, 14, xiii. 19, xv. 19, 
20; pretends to disagree with her, 
x. 17, 18, 23; his treatment of 
officials, x. 20-29; greedy and 
murderous, xi. 8; foments strife, 
xi. 12, 13; persecutes and robs 
schismatics, xi. 15; a systematic 
robber, xi. 49, 41, xiii. 20-22, xiv. 
5, 6; probably of demonic nature, 
xii. 14, 27, xvill. 1-4, 36,37, xxx. 34; 
strange tales about him, xii. 18-23: 
encourages decay of the State by 
easy-going methods, xv. 17, 18; 
received reports from the girl 
Macedonia, xii. 29; approachable, 
xiii, 1, xv. 11, 12; but ruthless, 
xiii. 2, 3, 8-10, 16-20, xxvii. 1, 2; 
mistreats the Christians, xiii. 4-7, 
xxvil. 32; fickle and vain, xiii. 10, 
11; open to flattery, xiii. 12; in- 
scrutable, xt. 13; exacting from 
subordinates, xii. 23-27; ate and 
slept little, xii. 28-33, xv. 11; a 
thorough barbarian, xiv. 2-4; 
controlled the law-courts, xiv. 5; 
easily deceived, xiv. 11; persuaded 
to sell justice, xiv. 17; his secretary 
Priscus, xvi. 7; whose fate he 
ignores, xvi. 10; confiscates pro- 
perty of Callinicus, xvi. 4; feigns 
ignorance, xvii. 45; murderous, 
xvill. 27; his inopportune activities, 
xvii. 29, 30; favours one of the 
TPactions, vii. 1, xvili, 33, 31, 
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xxix. 27; disasters during his 
reign, xviii. 20, 45; seen in a dream, 
xix. 1~3; controls trade, xx. 1-4; es- 
tablishes monopolies, xx. 5, xxv. 13, 
xxvi. 19; institutes two new offices, 
xx. 7; bids officials compete, xx. 13; 
favours Oonstantinus, xx. 21; 
plunders the wealthy, xxi. 5, 15; 
appoints base men, xxi. 9-14; sells 
offices, xxi. 16-19; plunders sub- 
jects, xxi. 20-22; forbids attacks 
on barbarians, xxi. 26; ruined John 
the Cappadocian, xxii. 1; exploits 
the grain trade, xxii. 1£; bewitched 
by Theodora, xxii. 28; an easy 
victim, xxii. 29; his fickleness, 
xxii. 81-32; displeased with John, 
xxii. 85; refused to remit taxes, 
xxiii. 6,21, 23; oppressed the army, 
xxiv. 1-11; neglects frontier guards, 
xxiv. 13; sells positious in Palace 
Guard, xxiv. 18; which he also 
squeezes, xxiv. 26, 32; oppresses 
merchants, xxv. 1 ff; debased 
currency, xxv. 11, 12; controlled 
silk trade, xxv. 16, 23, 26; ruined 
the orators, xxvi. 1-4; also doctors 
and teachers, xvi. 5, 7; abolishes 
local treasuries, xxvi. 63; closes 
public spectacles, xxvi. 7-9; stops 
gratuities, xxvi. 15; robs the whole 
population, xxvi. 16, 17; raises 
price of bread, xxvi. 20-22, 25; 
controls import of grain, xxvi. 22; 
neglects aqueduct, xxvi. 23, 24, 25; 
applauds Alexander Snips, xxvi. 30, 
Bd4, 44; spares Arseuis, xxvii. 10; 
starts investigation, xxvil. 16; 
executes Rhodon, xxvil. 18; peti- 
tioned by Paulus, xxvii. 22; attacks 
Faustinus, xxvii. 28, 29; by whom 
he is bribed, xxvii. 30; his lack of 
regard for the laws, xxvii. 33; 
overrides Hebraic law, xxviii. 16-19; 
his insincerity, xxix. 1, 12; treat- 
ment of Liberius, xxix. 1 ff.; contra- 
dicts himself, xxix. 8; writes to 
Liberius, xxix. 6; also to John, 
do.; punishes Liberius, xxix. 11; 
seizes inheritances, xii. 8-11, xxix. 
12-16, 24; writes new inheritance 
law, xxix. 19; treatment of Mal- 
thanes, xxix. 26-38; neglected the 
Public Post, xxx. 8-11; and state 
spies, xxx. 14; abolished army 


camels, xxx. 15,16; pre-empts Por- 
phyreon, xxx. 19; innovations of, 
in court ceremonial, xxx. 21 ff.5 
required the presence of great 
numbers in the Palace, xxx. 30; 
the reign of, xxviii. 4 

Justinus, Roman Emperor; his first 
journey to Byzantium, vi. 2; 
escapes death punishment, vi. 5-9; 
becomes powerful, vi. 10; succeeds 
Anastasius, vi. 11; entirely un- 
educated, signs decrees with a 
stencil, vi. 11-16; his stupidity. 
vuli. 2, 3; his wife Lupicina, vi. 17; 
his futile reign, vi. 18; his nephew 
Justinian acts as Regent, vi. 19, 
xi. 5, xii. 29; overshadowed by 
Justinian, ix. 50; his death, ix. 545 
reign of, xix. 1, 4, 8, xxiv. 18 


Keeper of the Bears, in the Hippo- 
drome, ix. 2, 7 


Latin language, vi. 15, xx. 17 

Laws, confusion of, caused by 
Justinian, vii. 7, 81, ix. 51, xi. 1, 2, 
xiii. 20, 21, xiv. 9, 10, xxvii. 33, 
xxviii. 16, xxix. 15; see Legislation 

Laxarion, surname of John, xxix. 1, 2 

Lazica, difficult terrain of, ii. 26; 
mentioned, li. 29, 31; Lazi, xviii. 
24; captured by the Persians, xxx. 
14 

Lebanon, xii. 6 

Legislation, on marriage of Senators, 
ix. 51; touching the Samaritans, 
xi, 24; sodomy, xi. 31; bribery, 
xxi. 16; price of silk, xxv. 16; 
statute of limitations, xxvili. 7-9; 
legacies, xxviii. 9, xxix, 19; touch- 
ing the Hebrews, xxviii. 16:  in- 
heritance, xxix. 17-25; see Laws 

Leon, Hmperor, vi. 2 

Leon, a Cilician; Referendarius, xvii. 
32; introduced bribery, xiv. 16, 
17; father-in-law of Malthanes, 
xxix. 28; perverts justice, xiv. 1s— 
22; cursed by the Blues, xxiv. 33; 
bribes Justinian, xaix. 35; bribes 
Factionists, xxix. 36 

Leuathae, an African tribe; tricked 
by Sergius, v. 28; release Solomon, 
v. 34 

Taberius, 
Alexandria, 


Magistrate of 
impales 
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appointed 
xxvii. 17; 
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Arsenius, xxvii. 19; removed from 
office, xxix. 1; supported by 
Pelagius, xxix. 2, 3; addressed by 
Justinian, xxix. 6: asked by John 
to retire, xxix. 7; refuses, xxix. 8; 
attacked in force, xxix, 0; recalled 
to Byzantium, xxix. 10 

Libya, Northern Africa; Belisarius 
sails thither, i. 16 ff.; exploited by 
Justinian, vi. 25; mentioned, ¥; 
28, 31, 33, xii. 30, xviii. 5, 8, i, 14, 
22, xxiv. 21, xxv. 8; home of 
Junilus, xx. 17 

Limitanei, see Frontier Troops 

Limitation, statute of, xxviii. 7-9 

Lityvistus, companion of the youthful 
Justinus, vi. 2 

Logothete, paymaster of the army, 
xviii. 15, xxiv. 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 

Longinus, sent to Hmesa, xxviii. 10; 
unmasks Priscus, xxvili. 14, 15 

Lupicina, barbarian wife of Justinus; 
becomes Empress, vi. 17; see 
Euphemia 

Lychnidon, city in Bpirus; destroyed 
by earthquake, xviii. 42 


Macedonia, slave of Belisarius, i. 21; 
eruelly slain by Antonina, i. 26, 27, 
ii. 12 

Macedonia, dancer in Antioch, xii. 28; 
her great influence, xii. 29; re- 
assures Theodora, xii. 30 

Magister, title of the Commander of 
Palace Troops (Magister Offi lcsorum, 
cf. Book I. viii. 2), xvi. 5, xvii. 32, 
xxii, 12, xxiv. 22, xxv. 3 

Malthapes, son-in-law of Leon, xxix. 
28; misgoverns Cilicia, xxix. 29; 
reviled in | public, xxix. 30; punishes 
oftenders, xxix. 31; cursed by the 
Blues, xxix. 33; investigation 
ordered, xxix. 34; well received by 
Justinian, Xxix, 35; ; attacked by 
Blues, xxix. 36; the incident ig- 
nored, xxix, 38 

Mamilianus, of Oaesarea, xxix. 17; his 
death, xxix. 22 

Mammianus, eminent 
mesa, xxvii. 3, 6 

Manichaeans, a religious group, xi. 26; 
7s by Peter Barsymes, xxil. 


citizen of 


Martinus, appointed General of the 
Hast, iv. 13 
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Massagetae, a tribe of Huns, vii. 10 

Master of the Treasuries, "Praefectus 
Aerarii, xxii. 38, xxv. 19, 

Medes, equivalent to * Persians,”’ 
g.v., ii. 26, etce.; ravages of, xi. 1i; 
invasions of the, xxiii. "6 

Monks, i. 37, 41, iil. 29, xii. 24 

Monopolies, ¢ established by Justinian, 
xx. 5, xxv. 13, xxvi. 19; in Alex- 
andria, xxvi. 36 


Montani, schismatics, xi. 14; their 
self-immolation, xi. 23 

Moors, xviii. 7 

Nabedes, Persian General; defeated 


by Belisarius, ii. 28 

Nero, Roman Emperor, i. 9 

Nika insurrection, xii. 12, xix. 12 

Nile River, its prolonged flood, xviii. 
39 

Nisibis, city in Persia; distance from 
Sisauranon, ii. 24, 2 


Obeisance, cf. Ceremonial, xv. 15, 16, 
27, 85, xxx. 22, 23 

Orators, professional pleaders, xx. 17, 
xxx. 18; humiliated by Justinian, 
xxvi. 2; Hephaestus one of their 
number, xxvi. 35 


Palace, Imperial Residence in Byzan- 
tium, ii. 15, 19, iv. 24, vi. 28, ix. 49, 
xii. 20, 26, xiv. 10, 13, 18, xvii. 34, 
xxix, 36, 37, Xxx. 27; its under- 
ground chamber, iv. 7; Palace 
Guard, called Scholarii, vi. 3, xxiv. 
8, 15-21, 24, 25, xxvi. 17; Palace 
eunuchs, iv. 13, 17, vi. te xxix. 135 
Palace olficials, xxii. 12 Arsenius 
excluded from the, xxvii. "10, 123 Z 
Carthage and in Ravenna, i, 33; 
Rome, xxvi. 27 

Palestine, xi. 24; home of Jolin, xxii. 
84; of "Arsenius, xxvii. 6; insurrec- 
tion in, XXvii. 9; persecution in, 
xxvii. 27; crown lands in, xxvii. 31 

Paphlagonian, term of ridicule, 
translated “ Hooligan,’’ xvi. 7 

Patrician, iii. 16, ix. 80, xv. 25, xxvii. 
17,. Sxviil. 3, xxx. 21, 23 

Patrimonium, a fund administered 
personally by the Emperor, xxii. 12 

Paulus, Chief Priest of Alexandria, 
xxvii. 3, 4; accompanied by 
Arsenius, xxvii. 11, 19; accuses 
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Psoes, xxvii. 14; investigated by 
Justinian, xxvii. 16; unfrocked, 
xxvii. 18; petitions Justinian, 
xxvii. 21; opposed by Vigilius, 
xxvii. 24 

Pegasius, ransoms Solomon and is 
killed by him, v. 33-35, 38 

Pelagius, Chief Deacon of Rome; 
sent to Alexandria, xxvii. 17; 
assumes position of Vigilius, xxvii. 
17, 24; intercedes for Liberius, 
xxix. 2 

Peloponnesus, protected by Thermo- 
pylae, xxvi. 381; oppressed by 
Alexander, xxvi. 32 

Pentapolis, district in Africa, adminis- 
tered by Hecebolus, ix. 27 

Peripatetic philosophers, viii. 23 

Persia, ii. 28, etc.; invaded by Beli- 
aii ii. ‘1B; four invasions of, 
xvili. 23, 25; Post Route to, xxx. 
10 

Persians, ii. 28, ete.; their long hair, 
vii. 9; their Hunnic allies, xi. 12; 
control the silk trade, xxv. 16 

Perusia, city in Italy; captured by 
the Goths, v. 17 

Peter, the Apostle; 
Rome, xxvi. 29 

Peter, the General; accuses Belisarius, 
iv. 4; sent alone to Italy, xvi. 2 ff.; 
destroys Amalasuntha, xvi. 5, xxiv. 
23; becomes “‘ Magister,’’ xvi. 5; 
plunders the Scholarii, xxiv. 22; a 
very clever thicf, xxiv. 23 

Peter Barsymes, a Syrian ; clever 
and unscrupulous, xxii. 3-5; ap- 
pointed to succeed Theodotus, 
xxii. 6; his management, xxii. 17; 
favoured by Theodora, xxii. 225 
whom he bewitched, xxii. 24, 32; 
student of sorcery, Xx1i, 25; removed 
from office, xxii. 33; appointed 
to a new one, do.; succeeds John, 
xxii. 36; depreciates currency, 
xxii. 37, 88; oppresses farmers, 
Xxiii. 14; controls the silk trade, 
XXV. 20-22 

Petra, stronghold in Colchis; captured 
by Chosroes, ii. 26 

Philomede, Pisidian name of Poly- 
botus, xviii. 42 

Phocas, an honest magistrate, xxi. 


his Church in 


6,7 
Phoenicia, home of the silk industry, 


xxv. 14; home of Rhodon, xxvii. 3; 
crown lands i in, xxvii. 3 

Phollis, a small coin, xxv. 12 

Photius, son of Antonina, i. 31; his 
jealous nature, i. 82; driven from 
Italy by Antonina, i. 34; accompan- 
ies Belisarius, il. a3 Antonina 
desires his removal, ii. 3, 4; accuses 
his mother, ii. 5: his assistance 
entreated by Belisarius, ii. 6-11, 
iv. 41; promises help, ii. 12; yet 
distrusts Belisarius, do.; goes to 
Ephesus, ii. 14, iii. 2, 93 sends 
Theodosius to Cilicia, ili. 5; returns 
to Byzantium, do.; his intimates, 
iii. 8; cruelly punished by Theodora, 
iii. 12 xvii. 1; refuses to give in- 
formation, iii. 13, 14; confined by 
Theodora, iii. 22: makes two 
escapes iii, 22-24; flees to Jerusa- 
lem, iii. 28; becomes a monk, iii. 293 
received promise of Belisarius, vi 25 

Phrygia, xi. 23; source of grain, xxii, 
17; its city Polybotus, xvili, 42 

Pisidians, XVili. 42 

Polybotus, city in Phrygia, xvili. 42 

Polytheism, a body of religious 
beliefs opposed to those of the 
Christians, xi. 26, xix. 11 

Pontus, in Asia Minor; 
Amasia, xviii. 42 

Porphyreon, town purchased by 
Tivangelus, xxx. 19 

Post, Imperial, its uses and efficiency, 
xxx. 1-7; neglected by Justinian, 
xxx. $~11 

Praefectus Aerarii, see Master of the 
Treasuries 

Practor of the Demes, xx. 9, 10; of. 
vii. 19, xi. 37, xvi. 19, 20, xviii. 33, 
xx. 7, 13, xxviii. 10 

Praetorians, solders of the Imperial 
Guard, xxi. 1, xxii. 5 

Prefect, ‘of the city, ix. 37; of the 
people, xx. 1 ef Sel, Bs" OF 
praetorians, xxi. 1 

Presidius, involved in affair of the 
daggers, i. 28 

Priest, see Chief Priest 

Priscus, Secretary of Justinian, xvi. 7; 
opposed by ‘Theodora, xvi. 8: 
becomes a priest, xvi. 9; forgotten 
by Justinian, xvi. 10 

Priscus, of Emesa; a clever forger, 
xxviii. 1; his operations, xxviii. 
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its city 
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4 ff; unmasked by lLonginus, 
xxvili. 14, 15 

Privata, personal funds of the Em- 
peror, xxii. 12 

Proclus, Quaestor of Justinus, vi. 13; 
saves Theodotus, ix. 41 

Protectores, section of the Palace 
Guard, xxiv. 24 

Psoes, deacon in Alexandria, xxvii. 14; 
dies under torture, xxvii. 15 

Pumpkin, nickname of Theodotus, 
ix, 37 


Quadratus, messenger to Belisarius, 
iv. 24, 26 

Quaesitor, public prosecutor, xx. 9, 11 

Quaestor, Councillor of the Empcror, 
vi. 18, ix. 41, xiv. 3, xx. 15 

Quartermaster of the army, xxiii. 12, 
xxiv. 18 


Ravenna, city in Italy, v. 4; the 
Palace in, i. 33 

Referendarius, a palace official, xiv. 11, 
xvii. 32, xxix. 28 

Repentance, Convent of ; established 
by Theodora, xvil. 5 

Requisition, a burden imposed upon 
landholders, xxii. 19, xxii. 9-14 

Rhodon, Magistrate of Alexandria, 
xxvii, 8, 4, 14; tortures Psoes, 
xxvii.15; investigated by Justinian, 
xxvii. 16; executed, xxvii. 18 

Romans, subjects of the Byzantine 
Empire; mentioned frequently, i. 1, 
etc.; accuse Belisarius, ii. 21 

Rome, capital of the Western Empire, 
XXVi. 13 its Palace, xxvi. 27; its 
Chief Deacon Pelagius, xxvii. 17; 
lost by Belisarius, v. 3 

Roster, of the Senate of Ascalon, xxix. 
17,19, 21 


Sabbatiani, schismativs, xi. 14 

Sabbatius, father of Justinian, xii. 18 

Samaritans, schismatics; forcibly 
suppressed, xi. 24~29; punished by 
Justinian, xviii. 34; of their 
number the following are mentioned: 
Faustinus, xxvii. 26, 27; Arsenius, 
xxvii. 7 

Saracens, commanded by Arethas, ii. 
28; ravages of, xi. 11, xviii. 22, 
xxii. 6, 8, xxiv. 12; their losses, 
xviii, 25, 26 
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Sardanapalus, Emperor of Assyria, i. 9 

Saturninus, son of Hermogenes, xvii. 
32; his marriage, xvii. 82, 36; 
complains and is punished, xvii. 
36, 37 

Savarus, father of Julian, xi. 27 

Scholarii, Palace Guards (cf. Book 
VIII, xxvii. 2), xxiv. 15, 21, xxvi. 28 

Scirtus, river near Edessa, xviii. 38 

Sclaveni, overrun Europe, xi. 11, 
xviii. 20, xxiii. 6; their losses, xviii. 
25, 26 

Scythian wilderness, xviii. 21 

Scythopolis, town in Palestine, xxvii. 8 

Secretary, confidential, called «a 
secretis, xiv. 4 

Seleucia, destroyed by earthquake, 
xvii. 41 

Semiramis, Empress of Assyria, i. 9 

Senate, in Rome, viii. 18, 16, 18; in 
Byzantium, x. 6, xi. 17, 40, xii. 12, 
xiv. 7, xvii. 7, xix. 12, xxvi. 3, 16, 
xXXvii. 27, 29, xxix. 10, 32, xxx. 213 
a mere shadow, xiv. 8 

Sergius, son of Bacchus; his 
maladministration in Libya, v. 28; 
causes defection of troops, v. 30; 
hated by John, v. 31; effeminate, 
v. 323; suitor of Belisarms’ daughter, 
v. 33; brother of Soloman, v. 33 

Sestus, city on the Hellespont, xxv. 2 

Sevastus, urges reappointment of 
Paulus, xxvii. 23 

Shoes, as worn by the Factionists, 
vii. 14 

Sicily, subdued by Belisarius, i. 21 

Silentiarii, Palace officials, xxvi. 28 

Silk, market controlled by Justinian, 
xxv. 14-26 

Silverius, victim of Antonina and 
Theodora, i. 14, 27 

Sirmium, city in Dacia, xviii. 16, 18; 
held by Gepaedes, xviii. 18 

Sisauranon, Persian fortress; captured 
by Belisarius, ii. 18, 28; its location, 
11. 24 

Sisinniolus, father of John, v. 31 

Snips, nickname of Alexander, xxvi. 29 

Sodomy, punishable by law, xi. 34, 
S119, 25, Se ex, 9 

Solomon, brother of Sergius; Roman 
General in Africa, v. 29; murders 
Pegasius, v. 338-35; cleared by 
Justinian, v. 86, 87; his death, 
v. 30, 38 
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Sophia, Church of, in Byzantium, iil. 
24, ix. 35, xvii. 9 

Spies, maintained by the State, xxx. 
1, 12 ff. 

Spolitium, city in Italy; surrendered 
by Herodian, v. 6 

Stater, xx. 18, xxiv. 28, xxv. 12, xxix. 
25 


Stoa, Royal, in Byzantium, xiv. 13 

Syracuse, city in Sicily, i. 21 

Syria, home cf Peter Barsymes, xxii. 
3; of Addaeus, xxv. 7 


Tabellio, Latin word for “‘ Recorder,’’ 
Xxviil. 6 

Tarsus, city in Asia; flooded by the 
Cydnus, xviil. 40, xxix. 30, 31 

Tartarus, pit of Hades, iv. 7 

Tatianus, his property ‘* inherited’’ 
by Justinian, xii. 5 

Taxation, rigorous collection of taxes 
by Justinian, xviii. 10, xxi. I, 
xxii. 1-6; new taxes imposed by 
him: (a) the “ air-tax,’’ xxi. 2; 
(d) requisitions, xxii, 19, xxili. 9-14; 
(c) imposts, xxiil. 9, 15-17; (@) pro- 
rated assessments, xxiii. 9, 17-21; 
(¢) customs duties, xxv. 1-6, 16; 
taxes conveyed by Imperial Post, 
xxx, 2 

Theatre, in Byzantium; frequented 
by the Factions, vii. 18; by the 
youthful Theodora, ix. 20; closing 
of theatres, xxvi. 8 

Theodatus, King of the Goths; 
defeated by Belisarius, iv. 43; 
destroys Amalasuntha, xvi. 4 

Theoderic, King of the Goths, xxiv. 
9; father of Amalasuntha, xxiv. 23; 
ruled Italy, xxvi. 27, 28 

Theodora, Empress, i. 4, 10, xxiii. 23; 
her birth and early carcer, vi. 1, 
xii. 28; parentage and childhood, 
ix. 3,9; her lewd practices, ix. 10- 
25; avoided by the respectable, 
ix. 25, 26; engaged by Hecebolus, 
ix. 27; returns to Byzantium, ix. 
27,28; beloved by Justinian, ix. 30; 
becomes wealthy, ix. 31; married 
by Justinian, ix. 51; becomes 
Empress, ix. 54, x. 1; opposed by 
no one, x. 9; personal appearance, 
x. 11; close partner of Justinian, 
x. 18, 14, xi. 40, 41, xv. 19, 20; 
favours the Blue Faction, x. 16; 


pretends to disagree with Justinian, 
x. 17, 18, 23; probable demonic 
nature, xii. 14; returns to Byzanti- 
um, xii. 80; her strange dream, 
xii, 31, 32; persistently base, xv. 1~ 
4; independent, xv. 2; care of her 
person, xv. 6-9; influential in 
government, xv. 10, xvi1. 27; diffi- 
cult to approach, xv. 13-16; and 
one cause of the State’s decay, xv. 
17, 18; supervises reforms, xv. 21; 
robs citizens and perverts justice, 
xv. 22, 23; ridicules a Patrician, 
xv. 24-35; her suburban residence, 
xv. 36-38; treatment of enemies, 
xv. 89; fears Amalasuntha, xvi. 1; 
and destroys her, xvi. 2 ff.; opposes 
Priscus, xvi. 8; and sends him off, 
xvi. 9; writes to Zaberganes, ii. 32~ 
36; summons Belisarius to Byzan- 
tium, iii. 4; her ruthlessness, iii. 
6 ff., xv. 4, xvi. 14-17; surprises 
Antonina, iii. 15-18; confines 
Photius, iii. 21, 22; summons 
Belisarius and Bouzes to Byzan- 
tium, iv. 5, 6; confiscates money 
of Belisarius, iv. 17; friendly to 
Antonina, iv. 18, 19; sends message 
to Belisarius, iv. 24-28; whose 
wealth she envies, iv. 33, 34, v. 20; 
her grandson Anastasius, iv. 37; 
hostile to Germanus, y. 8; frus- 
trates a marriage planned by him, 
v.11, 12; threatens to kill John, v. 
12; forces marriage of Belisarius’ 
daughter to her grandson, v. 18-21; 
distrusts Antonina, v. 20; perse- 
cutes Areobindus, xvi. 11; her 
tireless vigilance, xvi. 12,> 13; 
punishes Vasianus, xvi. 18-21; 
respected nothing, xvi. 22, xvii. 10; 
attacks Diogenes, xvi. 23-28; 
calises execution of Callinicus, 
xvii. 3; tries to check social crime, 
xvii. 5; makes matches for two 
women, xvii. 7-15; her son John, 
born before marriage, xvii. 16, 17; 
whom she disposes of, xvil. 21-23; 
protects adulteresses, xvil. 24; 
arbitrarily arranges marriages, xvii. 
28-37 ; punishes a fastidious youth, 
xvli. 37; accuses John the Cap- 
padocian, xvii. 38-{4; mutilates 
two youths, xvii. 44; ruined John 
the Cappadocian, xxii. 1; pleased 
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ae Peter Barsymes, xxii. 5, 26, 
2, 33; opposes her husband, xsii. 

ay bewitched by Peter Barsymes, 
xxii, 24; student of sorcery, xxii. 
27; bewitched Justinian, xxii. 28, 
$82; penalized silk merchants, xxv. 
19; her favourite Arsenius, xxvii. 
6; annoyed by him, xxvii. 18; 
urges investigation, xxvii. 16; has 
Arsenius impaled, xxvii. 19; inno- 
vations of, in court ceremonial, xxx. 
21-26; her death, v. 23, 27 

Theodore, friend of Diogenes, xvi. 25; 
tortured, xvi. 26, 27 

Theodosius, Senator; cruelly punished 
by Theodora, iii. 9-11 

Theodosius, of the Household of 
Belisarius, i. 15; formally adopted 
by Belisarius, i. 16; beloved by 
Antonina, ao surprised by 
Belisarius, i. 20; sentenced to 
death by peg ‘iL 22; escapes to 
Hphesus, i. 23; recalled by Beli- 
sarius, 1. 26; unable to return to 
Italy, i. 31, 34; justly hated by 
Photius, i, 32; returns after 
Photius’ departure, i. 34; in 
Byzantium, becomes afraid, i. 36; 
retires to Ephesus as a monk, toons 
refuses to be recalled, i. 40, AL: 
awaiting Belisarius’ absence, i. 42; 
returns to Antonina, il. 3, 5; de- 
nounced by Belisarius, ii. 11: 
returns to Ephesus, li. 14,17; takes 
sanctuary, ili. 3; sent to Cilicia, 
iii. 53 his money confiscated, do. ; 
sought by Theodora, iii, 12; 
summoned to Byzantium, iii. 15; 
restored to Antonina, ili. 17; dies, 
ili. 20 

Theodotus, Prefect of Byzantium, ix. 
37; accused by Justinian, ix. 395 
saved by Proclus, ix. 41; retires 
to Jerusalem, ix. 42, 43; “replaced 
John the Cappadocian, xxu.. 25 
gives way to Peter, xxii. 6 

‘Thermopylae, garrison at, xxvi. 31 

Thessalonica, visited by Antonina, 
i. 11 


Thrace, held by barbarians, xviii, 20; 
source of grain, xxii. 17; Generals 
of, xxi. 26; home of Theodosius, 
Le 15 

Tigris a crossed by Arethas, ii. 
23, 25, 28 

Totila, "kine of the Goths, v. 2; 
receives Spolitium by surrender, 
v. 6 

Tribunianus, flatters Justinian, xiii. 
12; appointed Quacstor, xx. 16; 
his property seized by Justinian, 
xx. 17 

Tyre, its silk industry, xxv. 14; home 
of Hecebolus,ix.27 °* 


Valerian, Roman General, ii. 30 

Vandals, great numbers of, destroyed 
in Africa, xviii. 6, 9 

Be a punished by Theodora, xvi. 
18-21 

Vederiane, in Ilyricum; home of 
Justinian, vi. 2 

Venetia, held by the Germans, xviii. 17 

Vespasian, Roman Emperor; father 
of Domitian, viii. 13 

Vigilius, Chief Priest of Rome; his 
agent Pelagius, xxvii. 17; opposes 
reappointment of Paulus, xxvii. 24 

Virgin, Church of the, ili. 23 

Vitalian, Tyrant: uncle of John, v. 7; 
slain by Justinian, vi. 27, 28 

Vittigis, King of the Goths; captured 
by Belisarius, iv. 32, 43; his 
wealth, iv. 34 


Zaberganes, receives a letter from 
Theodora ii. 32; his embassy to 
Byzantium, ii. 33 

Zachariah, the Prophet; 
Photius, iii. 27 

Zeno, Emperor, xxiv. 17 

Zeno, grandson of Anthemius; sent 
to Egypt, xii.1; his valuable goods 
seized, xii. 2; his death, xii. 3 

Zimarchus, companion of the youthful 
Justinus, vi. 2 


appears to 
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